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ENVELOPE 



HEADER 

R 271532Z MAY 88 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 261553Z MAY 88 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC// VO-PW // 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA // 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD. 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA // 
BT 



NSC FOR RICHARD CHILDRESS 

•0571/yp-PW 
SERIAL: ' IIR 6-014-0047-88 
BODY 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-01 4-0U47-88/LIEN HOA PRISON 
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SOURCE: A VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A RELIABLE 

REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: LIEN HOA PRISON IN PHU THO PROVINCE CONFINED 

UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO PRISONERS DURING THE 1960S 

TEXT: 

1. * DURING THE LATE 1960S, WHILE SOURCE WAS A STUDENT IN PHU 
THO PROVINCE, LOCAL VILLAGERS TOLD HIM THAT UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO 
PRISONERS HAD ESCAPED FROM A NEARBY PRISON. THE PRISON WAS KNOWN 
AS LIEN HOA PRISON BECAUSE IT WAS LOCATED IN LIEN HOA VILLAGE, PHU 
NINH DISTRICT, PHU THO PROVINCE. THE SAME VILLAGERS RELATED THE 
PEOPLE'S ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY FORCE GUARDS WITH GUARD DOGS SET OFF 
TO LOCATE THE ESCAPED COMMANDOS AND ONE OF THE COMMANDOS KILLED A 
GUARD DOG. THE VILLAGERS NEVER MENTIONED THE NATIONALITY OF THE 
COMMANDOS BUT THEY WERE PRESUMED TO BE VIETNAMESE OR THE VILLAGERS 
WOULD HAVE IDENTIFIED THEM AS AMERICANS. 

2. VO-PW COMMENT: A NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS 
WERE IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR YEARS. THE ONLY 
KNOWN DETENTION SITE FOR COMMANDOS IN FORMER PHU THO PROVINCE WAS 
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IeTwI aIid^yen°tho provinces, located in villages by the same 

NAME NCITHER OF WHICH CORRELATE TO LIEN HOA PRISON. THESE TWO 
SnS S LATErCOMBINED INTO TAN LAP PRISON AFTER THE COJffilNING 
OF PHU THO AND VINH PHUC PROVINCES INTO VINH PHU PROVINCE. THERE 
SIs SSE^BOmVE PRISoiffiR ESCAPE FROM YEN THO PRISON IN 1965 BUT NO 
PRISONER ACTUALLY ESCAPED OUTSIDE THE PRISON. 



BT 

#0620 



NNNN 



INQUIRE=D0C5D 
ITEM N0=00550462 
ENVELOPE 



HEADER 

R 282257Z MAY 88 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAQ/MPC FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 

RUE ALGX /SAFE 

R 241915Z MAY 88 

FM DET 21 AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC 

INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC //INR/IC/CD// 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
RUEHBK/JCRC LNO BANGKOK TH 
BT 



SECTION 01 OF 04 

SERIAL: IIR 1 517 0259 88. 



JM********* THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *»»»**««***»/ 
PASS: FOR DIA/VO-PW, PASS TO MR BOB HYP. 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 1 517 0259 88/REEDUCATION EXPERIENCES OF SOURCE 

<5o 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 820200. 
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or^mcv. AN IMMIGRANT FROM VIETNAM WHO WAS 

IMPRISONED FOR FOUR YEARS IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 
ScE'f RELIABILITY IS QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE THERE WERE SEVERAL 
INCONSISTENCIES IN HIS STORY. 

SUMMARY- THIS IS A STONEY BEACH REPORT. 

SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN THE FOLLOWING f EDUCATION CAMPS --HOC 
MON. SUOI MOU CAMP, LIEN THAI 3 (MGHIA LO). LIEN THAI 6 (YEN BAI), 
LIEN TRAI 5 (TUYEN QUANG) , AND TAN LAP PRISON (VINH PHU). SOURCE 
KNEW A CAUCASIAN-LOOKING VIETNAMESE IN PRISON. ENCLOSURE. 

1^^*^' INTRODUCTION. THIS REPORT FORWARDS INFORMATION ON THE 

SOURCE'S ACTIVITIES BEFORE AND AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON. IT ALSO 
PROVIDES GENERAL INFORMATION ON SEVERAL CAMPS AND A HOSPITAL IN 
NORTH VIETNAM WHERE SOURCE WAS HELD DURING THE TIME HE WAS 
INCARCERATED IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 
INCARCERAlbU IN^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ COMMANDED THE 11TH TANK SQUADRON IN 

THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT IN THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM (ARVN). SOURCE WAS SELECTED IN 1971 AS AN INSTRUCTOR FOR 
THE ARVN ARMORED SCHOOL. FROM 1973 UNTIL THE FALL OF SAIGON, HE 



SERVED^fS'^OF^THE MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT AT THE ARVN 
ARMORED SCHOOL^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ p^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ 

INSTRUCTED TO REPORT FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAIGON TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTE (FIELD COMMENT— SOURCE RECEIVED A LETTER SEVERAL WEEKS 
AFTER THE FALL TELLING HIM WHERE AND WHEN TO REPORT.) WHEN SOURCE 
ARRIVED AT THE INSTITUTE, HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER AND WAS GUARDED IN 
AN AREA NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF THE INSTITUTE UNTIL NINE OTHER PEOPLE 
WERE COLLECTED. SOURCE'S GROUP OF TEN WAS GIVEN A "TEAM NUMBER" AND 
THEN SENT TO A CLASSROOM IN THE INSTITUTE, WHERE THEY WERE HELD TOR 
TWO DAYS. (SOURCE COMMENT-FROM 13-15 JUNE 1975, MORE THAN 3,000 
FORMER ARVN MAJORS REPORTED TO THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR 
REEDUCATION. DURING THE SAME THREE DAYS, FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT 
COLONELS AND HIGHER RANKING ARVN OFFICERS ALSO REPORTED FOR 
REEDUCATION AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN SAIGON. THE OTHER REPORTING 
LOCATIONS WERE UNKNOWN.) ^ 
4 AT 2300 HOURS ON 15 JUNE 1975, ALL PRISONERS WERE 

TAKEN TO THE INSTITUTE SCHOOL YARD WHERE THEY WERE LOADED ONTO 
MOLOTOVA TRUCKS — 30 PRISONERS (THREE TEAMS) PER TRUCK. THE 
PRISONERS WERE TAKEN TO A DETENTION FACILITY IN HOC MON CITY (OLD 



NAME) (FIELD COMMENT— THERE WERE THREE GUARDS AND A DRIVER IN EACH 
OF THE TRUCKS. THE TRUCKS WERE COVERED WITH CANVAS TO CONCEAL THE 
PRISONERS INSIDE. THE TRAVEL TIME FROM SAIGON TO HOC MON NORMALLY 
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TOOK 15 TO 30 MINUTES. HOWEVER, WHEN SOURCE WftS TRANSPORTED WITH 
HIS TEAM FROM THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE TO HOC MON, IT TOOK ALMOST 
FIVE HOURS THE CONVOY FOLLOWED A ROUTE THAT WAS MEANT TO DISORIENT 

pS?SrS wSn ?HEY ARRIVED AT HOC MON, MOST PRISONERS KNEW 
WHERE THEY WERE ANYWAY BECAUSE MANY WERE FROM THE SAIGON AREA OR 
HAD BEEN STATIONED THERE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER.) 

ANOTHER DETENTION FACILITY AT SOUI MOU CAMP IN BIEN HOA CITY (OLD 
SaS^ on 5 JULY 1976, SOURCE AND THE OTHER FORMER ARVN MAJORS WERE 
?5S*T0 A PORT AT TAN CANG (NEW NAME; OLD LOCATION OF A PORT THE US 
USED EXTENSIVELY DURING THE WAR) WHERE THEY WHERE PLACED IN THE 
BILGE OF A SHIP AND TAKEN TO HAIPHONG, NORTH VIETNAM. (SOURCE 
S^N?!-THE NAME OF THE SHIP WAS "SONG HUNG," AND THE TRIP LASTED 
S NIGHT3 AND TWO DAYS. ALL 3,000 MAJORS WERE PLACED ON A DECK 
DEEP IN THE SHIP THAT WAS VERY DIRTY AND PARTIALLY FILLED WITH FOUL 
SMELLING WATER. THEY RECEIVED ONLY ONE MEAL DURING THE VOYAGE, 
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WHICH CONSISTED OF CHINESE C-RATIONS.) 

WHILH tUNOi^iicu^^^ PRISONERS DISEMBARKED IN HAIPHONG, THERE WAS 
a'lARGE GROUP OF ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY TROOPS AND DOGS ON THE DOCK. 
AFTER ALL 3,000 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN OFF THE SHIP, THEY EACH WERE 
GIVEN TWO BANANAS AND A SMALL LOAF OF BREAD. THE PRISONERS WERE 
GIVEN A SHORT TIME TO EAT, THEN WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS OF 50. THE 
GUARD FORCE THAT MET THE PRISONERS ALSO DIVIDED SO THERE WERE FOUR 
GUARDS FOR EACH GROUP OF PRISONERS. THE ENTIRE GROUP WAITED MORE 
THAN THREE HOURS FOR A TRAIN TO ARRIVE, THEN THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOADED INTO RAILROAD BOXCARS BY GROUPS OF 50. (FIELD COMMENT-THE 
TEMPERATURE INSIDE THE BOXCARS WAS EXTREMELY HOT AND BREATHING 
BECAME VERY DIFFICULT. THE PRISONERS WERE PACKED IN THE CARS SO 
TIGHTLY THAT NO ONE COULD SIT OR LAY DOWN. SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT 
TWO LIEUTENANT COLONELS SUFFOCATED IN ONE OF THE BOXCARS DURING A 
PREVIOUS PRISONER SHIPMENT.) SOURCE WAS KEPT IN THE BOXCAR FOR TWO 
DAYS UNTIL IT ARRIVED IN YEN BAI, WHERE ALL THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN 
OFF THE TRAIN AND LOADED ONTO MOLOTOVA TRUCKS. SOURCE AND ABOUT 350 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO LIEN THAI 3 PRISON/REEDUCATION 
CAMP NEAR NGHIA^LO CITY.^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ .,^^^p^„ ^^^^^ 



WAS ONLY JUNGLE AND A ROAD LEADING BACK TO NGHIA LO. SOURCE AND THE 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE PUT TO WORK IMMEDIATELY CLEARING THE JUNGLE AND 
BUILDING THE CAMP FACILITIES. AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS, THE PRISONERS 
CONSTRUCTED A CAMP THAT INCLUDED A PERIMETER FENCE, TEN OR 11 
PRISONER HOUSES, AND SEVERAL OTHER BUILDINGS FOR THE CAMP COMMAND 

PERSONNEL AND GUARDS. , ^ 

8 WHILE AT LIEN TRAI 3, SOURCE MET AN OLD FRIEND, J^^^ 

WHO ALSO WAS A FORMER ARVN ARMY MAJOR WHO HAD REPORTED 
FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE, v***^*^. HAD A FAIR 



PAGE: 0009 

COMPLEXION, BLACK CURLY HAIR. LIGHT BROWN EYK, AND CAUCASO ID FACIAL 
FEATURES (SOURCE COMMENT- A/-^-.? OFTEN WAS MISTAKEN FOR AN AMERICAN 
WHILE SERVING WITH THE ARVN BEFORE THE FALL OF SAIGON. BECAUSE HIS 
PHYSICAL FEATURES WERE CAUCASIAN-LIKE, HE MAY HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR 
AN AMERICAN BY OTHERS IN THE CAMP. BECAUSE THE PRISONERS IN Tffi 
CAMP WERE NEARLY ALWAYS SEGREGATED IN GROUPS OF 28-30 PEOPLE, THERE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LITTLE CHANCE FOR THOSE IN OTHER GROUPS TO LEARN 
THAT^W REALLY WAS VIETNAMESE, a/.-^ I CURRENTLY IS AT ™E 

4>AT^ AND HE HAS A BROTHER WHO LIVES IN 

rsA^A SOURCE ALSO MET A SURGEON, MAJOR NGUYEN HUY HUNG, AND 
A FORMER STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, MAJOR MAI THIN CHUNG, WHILE HE WAS AT 
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LIEN TRAI ^ 

Q * IN MAY 1977, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO LIEN TRAI 6 

NEAR YEN BAI. IN OCTOBER OF THAT YEAR, SOURCE BECAME SO WEAK AND 
UNDERNOURISHED THAT HE FEARED HE WOULD DIE. TO GET A BREAK FROM THE 
DEPRIVATION AND FORCED LABOR AT THE CAMP, SOURCE FEIGNED HAVING 
ASTHMA SO HE COULD BE TEMPORARILY EXEMPTED FROM WORK DETAILS AND 
POSSIBLY GET SEVERAL WEEKS OF REST AT A CLINIC OR HOSPITAL. BY 
WHEEZING AND HYPERVENTILATING FOR 20 MINUTES BEFORE THE CAMP MEDIC S 
EXAMINATION, SOURCE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE MEDIC AND CAMP 
LEADERSHIP HE WAS SERIOUSLY ILL. AFTER ANOTHER WHEEZING AND 
HYPERVENTILATING PERFORMANCE FOR THE CAMP GROUP "DOCTOR" (ANOTHER 
MEDIC), SOURCE WAS TAKEN BY TRUCK TO DOAN 776 HOSPITAL IN NUYEN BAI . 
10 SOURCE WAS ALLOWED TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL FOR ALMOST 

TWO MONTHS. MEDICAL CARE AT THE HOSPITAL WAS SUPERFICIAL AND HEALTH 
CARE PERSONNEL WERE LARGELY INCOMPETENT. MEDICINE WAS IN SHORT 
SUPPLY AND BANDAGES WERE REWASHED AND USED REPEATEDLY. TREATMENT 
SOURCE RECEIVED INCLUDED TWO EPHIDRINE TABLETS PER DAY (WHICH SOURCE 
THREW AWAY) VITAMIN TABLETS, AND ON ONE OCCASION AN INTRAVENOUS 
INJECTION OF NOVOCAINE. (FIELD COMMENT— MOST OF THE MEDICINE AND 
EQUIPMENT SOURCE SAW WAS CHINESE PRODUCED. DAILY "EXAMINATIONS" 



WERE NOTHING MORE THAN THE DOCTOR STEPPING INTO THE ROOM AND NOTING 
WHICH PATIENTS WERE THERE. WHILE IN THE HOSPITAL, SOURCE LEARNED 
THAT FORMER ARVN GENERAL NGUYEN XUAN TRANG ALSO WAS AT THE 
HOSPITAL. MEDICAL PERSONNEL AT THE HOSPITAL REMOVED ONE OF THE 
GENERAL'S EYES IN AN ATTEMPT TO CURE HIS MIGRAINE HEADACHES.) 
SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AND SENT BACK TO LIEN TRAI 6 
IN LATE NOVEMBER OR EARLY DECEMBER 1977- ^„ 
11 IN MAY 1978, SOURCE WAS MOVED BY TRUCK AND BOAT TO 

LIEN TRAI 5 NEAR TUYEN QUANG CITY, AND HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP 
PRISON NEAR VINH PHU CITY IN OCTOBER 1978. UNLIKE THE OTHER 
MILITARY ONLY PRISONS WHERE HE PREVIOUSLY WAS ASSIGNED, TAN LAP 
PRISON HAD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PRISONERS AS WELL AS CONVICTED 
CRIMINALS. AT TAN LAP, THE MILITARY PRISONERS WERE GIVEN 
QUESTIONNAIRES TO FILL OUT THAT OUTLINED THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS. IF 



' o 
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CAMP POLITICAL PERSONNEL FOUND SOMETHING THEY^ID MOT UKE ABOUT A 
PRISONER'S QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES, THE PRISONER'S REEDUCATION 



SeS?^CE TOULD BE EXTENDED. (SOURCE COMMENT-IF A PRIfNER TOLD THE 
TRUTH ABOUT HIS WARTIME ACTIVITIES. HE WOULD BE MADE TO STAY LONGER 
JSSTtHOSE WHO LIED ABOUT THEIR PAST. PRISONERS WHO WERE INFORMANTS 
WERE NEVER SET FREE - SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) POLITICAL 
PERSONNEL BELIEVED INFORMANTS WERE UNRELIABLE AND THEREFORE COULD 
NOT BE TRUSTED IF RELEASED.) _ ^„ 

12 WHILE AT TAN LAP. SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL OF HIS 

FRIENDS THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN AT LIEN TRAI 2 NEAR SOU LAC CITY 
WHO HELPED RUN A GENERATOR THAT POWERED PROJECTION EQUIPMENT USED 
DURING POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION CLASSES. ALTHOUGH HE NEVER KNEW 
ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY SPOKE WITH THE AMERICAN, SOURCE WAS TOLD THAT 
THE AMERICAN WORE AN SRV ARMY UNIFORM BEARING CORPORAL INSIGNIA. 
THE AMERICAN WENT BY THE NAME "HO CHI NAM." 

THE AMERILAN "^^Ni^^^ RELEASED FROM TAN LAP PRISON ON 19 OCTOBER 
1979 AND ALLOWED TO RETURN TO HIS HOME IN HO CHI MINH CITY. (FIELD 
COMMENT-SOURCE CLAIMED HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE REEDUCATION SYSTEM 
SO HE COULD SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT IN THE SOUTH.) AFTER LEAVING TAN 
LAP PRISON. SOURCE TRAVELED THE ENTIRE DISTANCE BACK TO HO CHI MINH 
CITY BY TRAIN. FRQM 22 OCTOBER 1979 TO 10 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE 
LIVED WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO CHI MINH CITY WHERE HE RECEIVED REGULAR 



TREATMENT FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS ACQUIRED 
WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON. SOURCE CLAIMED HE HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (MOI) WHILE LIVING WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO 
CHI MXNH CITY 

14 * ON 12 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE ESCAPED BY BOAT FROM HA 

TIEN VIETNAM, AND LANDED SEVEN DAYS LATER (ON 19 FEB 82) IN THE 
LIEm' SING-DISTRICT IN THAILAND. AFTER STAYING AT A THAI POLICE 
FACILITY IN LIEM SING DISTRICT FOR NEARLY TWO MONTHS, HE WAS MOVED 
"0 THE SIK LIEU REFUGEE CAMP ON 8 APRIL 1982. SOURCE MOVED TO THE 
PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMP IN THAILAND IN OCTOBER 1983. (FIELD 
COMMENT-WHILE LIVING IN THE SIK LIEU AND PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMPS 
IN THAILAND, SOURCE SERVED AS AN INTERPRETER FOR AN AMERICAN 
DEBRIEFER WHO WAS WORKING THE VARIOUS REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND FOR 
PW/MIA INFORMATION. THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER' S NAME SOUNDED LIKE 
"LANGLOR" OR "LANGLORS" — SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE NAME 
EXACTLY WHILE WORKING WITH THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER, SOURCE CREATED 
A QUESTIONNAIRE THAT HE GAVE TO FORMER ARVN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO 
WERE SUBJECTED TO THE SRV REEDUCATION SYSTEM. FORTY OF THESE 
QUESTIONNAIRES ARE INCLUDED IN AN ENCLOSURE TO THIS REPORT. 



COMMENTS: 



(FIELD COMMENTS)— WHEN THE DEBRIEFING BEGAN, 
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^Srce was very nervous and emotional, his statements were very 

ABRUPT AND HE SEEMED FRUSTRATED WHEN ASKED TO REPEAT INFORMATION. 
AS THE DEBRIEFING PROGRESSED, HE CALMED DOWN AND BECAME MORE 
COOPERATIVE. AT ONE POINT, HE MENTIONED HE WANTED TO GET HIS SON 
INTO THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY AND ASKED HOW HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO 
THIS HE ALSO ASKED IF WE COULD HELP HIM LOCATE GENERAL STILWELL, A 
US ARMY GENERAL OFFICER WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR. HE 
SAID GENERAL STILWELL ONCE OFFERED HIM A SILVER STAR FOR HIS SERVICE 
DURING THE WAR, BUT SOURCE REFUSED IT THEN BECAUSE HE DIDN'T FEEL 
RIGHT ACCEPTING A FOREIGN MEDAL FOR DEFENDING HIS OWN HOMELAND. AS 
A PERMANENT RESIDENT NOW OF THE US, SOURCE WAS INTERESTED IN 
RECEIVING HIS SILVER STAR TO HELP HIS SON'S CHANCES OF GETTING INTO 
A US SERVICE ACADEMY. ALTHOUGH GENERAL STILWELL IS NOW RETIRED, 
SOURCE WAS HOPING HE WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE TO HELP HIM GET THE 
MEDAL 

ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENT DURING THE DEBRIEFING WAS 
SOURCE'S EASE AT RECALLING EXACT DATES AND TIMES. WITHOUT ANY 
HESITATION. SOURCE PROVIDED VERY PRECISE DETAILS OF HIS ACTIVITIES 
WHILE IN PRISON. HIS STORY SEEMED TOO POLISHED TO BE IMPROMPTU. 
ALSO, WHEN HE WAS RELATING HIS EXPERIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL, HE SAID 



THAT AFTER APRIL 1979, PATIENTS AT THE HOSPITAL WERE ALLOWED TO HAVE 
VISITORS. ONLY THOSE WHO APPEARED IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION, 
THOUGH, WERE ACTUALLY ALLOWED VISITORS; PATIENTS WHO WERE SICK IN 
BED WERE NOT PERMITTED TO HAVE VISITORS. WHEN COLLECTOR ASKED HOW 
HE KNEW ABOUT THE HOSPITAL VISITATIONS IN APRIL 1979 (HE SAID HE WAS 
THERE IN OCT-NOV 1977), SOURCE IMMEDIATELY SAID HE WAS TALKING ABOUT 
THE PRISON AND NOT THE HOSPITAL. THIS REFERENCE TO SICK PEOPLE AT 
HIS "CAMP" WAS COMPLETELY INCONSISTENT WITH HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS 
IN WHICH HE CLEARLY ASSOCIATED VISITATIONS WITH THE DOAN 776 
HOSPITAL 

ANOTHER ASPECT PECULIAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HIS SEEMING 
INDIFFERENCE TO HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER BACK IN HO CHI MINH CITY. THE 
ONLY TIME THEY CAME UP WAS WHEN SOURCE RESPONDED TO A DIRECT 
QUESTION THE COLLECTOR POSED REGARDING THEIR WELL-BEING. HIS 
APPARENT LACK OF INTEREST IN THEIR WELFARE SEEMED ODD GIVEN THAT HE 
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HAD NOT SEEN THEM FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 
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ENCL- TO FOLLOW TO DIA. ONE ENCLOSURE: 1^. REEDUCATION CAMP 
oJiEsilONNAIRES , 120 PAGES, 1 COPY, DOI 820000 . 
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Rl. 
Sub-Camp 

I 



im LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP ORGANIZATION CHART 
(VINH PHU - NORTH VIETNAM) 



V4 



Camp Headquarter 
Tan Lap - Vinh Phu 



T 



R2 

Sub-Camp 



R3 

3ub-Camp 



RA 

Sub-Camp 



R5 

Sub- Camp 




Team 1,2,3 




R6 

Sub -Camp 



Total prisoners of six subcanips: 4,000 persons. 

Total Communist Security members: More than 1 ,000 members. 

*Sub-Camp t(4 : Communist Supervisor: Major Phung Viet Bang. 

I stayed irt this sub-camp R4, there were about 600 political prisoners. 

- Deputy Supervisor: Thuong My Cao Ba Dau 

(VC grade between captain and 1st Lieutenant) 

- Deputy Supervisor Assistant: 1st Lieutenant Vu Son. 

Total Security members about 100 members. We have to enthusiast an area 
about 200 hectares. Fodd is: salt and some kinds of manioc. . ^. 

J-,,,, n An Vcj (ll'ii are corn and some kind of bad 
Ration for every person/a day. U,^u Kg. v^/-> are 

cereals). 

Normally, one security controlled 10 prisoners. 



II. 

The Situation and the 6-year story of communist re-education camps in 
North and South VN after April 30th 1-975: 

From June 23, 1975 until June 20, 1976: Detained in South VN in Suoi Mau, 

Biea Hoa Province. 



From June 20. .76 to October 1978: t^ansferrel lo North VN by ship. 

I lived in several camps: Hai Phong. -Yen Bai, Nghia Lo. Hoang Lien Son 

and Thac Ba Hydraulic electric dam. ^_ . 
Ipecill News ; in July 1^6 at Yen Bai Joint Camp, when I was in TA Joint 
.Csx^m^m^:^^^^^. imprisoned American POW.^^, We has met American POW 

there? abourg or 10 peile, very skinny and awfully tattered; we were 
. nSt "allowed" to approach them,' the communists "forced us to go": W carrying 
rice, we never met them again. ' . : *. 



*Also in July 1976 we met one- American . he looked better (compared with 
us), wearing civil clothing. He seemed Taciturn and spoke to nobody. I 
met him one evening when propaganda movies were screened, knowing the 
questions in our mind, they explained: 

"This American soldier has been enlightened by Communist doctrine and 
volunteer.ed to stay in VN, he married a North Vietnamese gild. 
With a 200 Dong salary per month, he is working eagerly, serving in the _ 
moving projectionist team, which works in concentration camps." 

We tried to approach him but failed because of Communist intervention. 
I think this is communist propaganda scheme. ^ 

From"0ctoberl978 to February 1981: When Sino-Vietnamese relations broke, 
we came to be under police supervision. They moved us to Tan Lap Camp. 
Vinh Phu Province (built in 1975). It lies North-Western of Hanoi. 150 
kilometers from it. This is an endless mountainous dangerous area; the 
camp formally was an inviolable communist war-zone. 

In February 1981. I was set free. I could summise beforehand because of 
International Political Powers exerted over Hanoi Regime. 



On the moral of political prisoners: 

The Communist strictly carried out harsh policy to the POW: situation, 
terrorism, separation, 'sffspicion. 

1> At. first, because of severe starvation and terrorism and high death 
rate, our morale went down, some have sold their spirit to the Communist 
to exchange for a lot of extra food, they were finally punished by us for 
warning, we in turn paid a very hard price. Several were shot do^m (I 
forgot their names). 

2) After receiving aid from our families and due to unfavourable Interna- 
tional situation for the Communist, all of us could hold our spirit 
unchanged although we were strictly supervised. Since then there were 
open oppositions: anti-hard-labour, life improvement, fewer labour 
suggestions. The most prominent incident happened at Ham Tan POW camp 
during the New Year, we have burned the camp, refused our labour duty asked 
for the release and we were not accused. A few low-ranking cadres were 
paid off. Nearly half of the North VN soldiers openly opposed their 
leaders, they disagreed with the regime. They helped us know the world 
news and what happened outside (we were strictly forbidden to know about 
these news) . 

In brief: all POW are high-spirited and believe that: 

- the situation is changing rapidly unfavourably to the Communist so that 
they must shrink back and they must release the never-sentenced prisoners 

- the U.S. government and his alien countries will never let us die slowly 
in communist prison- 



Name 



Rank 



1. Do Uan Nhuan Captain 

2. Nguyen Ngoc Minh ; 

3. Nguyen Quang Hau . .. " 

4. Nguyen Dinh Tho ^ ^" 

5. Nguyen Tien Tan . 

6. Nguyen Tong Tien 

?• DaoXuan Long ■ " 

8. Ly Phat Tan ; 

9. Vo Van Riet 
10. Ta Quang Thanh 
1 1 . Nguyen Phat An 

12. Iran Gia Hung 

13. Vu Gia Bao 

14. Dam Huu Mao 

15. Vu Due Ninh 

16. Nguyen Dinh Van 

17. Le Van Phu 

18. Vo Van Hue 



19. Luong Van Canh 

20. Vu Ngoc Tieu 
21 . Nguyen Phu Si 
22* Do Due Minh 

23. Nguyen Van Vinh 

24. Vo Cong Hau 

25. Nguyen Van Quy 



1st Lieutenant 
Captain 



2nd Lieutenant 



Sergeant, 1st 
elass 

Captain 



Psyx^ar Serviee 

Captain 

2nd Lieutenant 

Captain 



Name 

26. Nguyen Van Xuan 
11 . Tran Thai Binh 

28. Nguyen Bao Riem 

29. Luong Van Moi 

30. Nguyen The Vinh 

31. Le Rinh 

•32. Luong Van Bae -r. 

33. Nguyen Van Mui 

34. Nguyen Loan 

35. Vo Ngoe Nhan 
36- Nguyen Huu Chan 

37. Nguyen Due Traeh 

38. Vo Phue Nghiep 

39. Nguyen Gia Quyet 

40. Nguyen Xuan Loe 

4 1 . Hoang Rinh Ngu 

42. Dao Ngoe To 

43. Nguyen Van Rien 

44. Le Van Truong 

45. Tran Vinh Tuong 



Rank 
Captain 



.a^* 1st Lieutenant 
- Captain 



Officers set fi by Communist 



1 . Duong Van Hoanh 

2 . Nguyen Trung Hieu 

3. Nguyen Tuy Thoi . 

4. Chu Van Tan . 
■ 5. Pham Duy Ly 

6. Nguyen Ngoc Hung 
l\ Nguyen Huu Phuoc 
8* Lam Dai Tong 



Captain ^ 



Sergeant, 1st class 
Captain 



Officers killed in Re-ed. camp 



1 . Nguyen Van Nam 



2nd Lieutenant 
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OH NOVEMBER 1986 
VIETNAM 

ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT REEDUCATION CAMP- 12 IN HOANG 
LIEN SON AND AT TAN LAP SUBCAMP-K4 IN VINH PHU, NORTH 
VIETNAM 

MAY 1976 - JANUARY 1981 

FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 



o 



FAGl 



VmiLE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN^ 

TEXT- 1 "^FROM^MAY'igTe TO OCTOBER 1977 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 
REEDUCATION CAMP-M OF PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) GROUP 776 IN 
HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. REEDUCATION CAMP- 12 WAS 
LOCATED ALONG THE MAIN ROAD FROM YEN BAI TO LAO CAI CITY, ABOUT 25 
KILOMETERS (KMS) NORTH OF YEN BAI CITY IN TRAN YEN DISTRICT, HOANG 
LIEN SON. GROUP 776 CONSISTED OF 1M REEDUCATION CAMPS, DEPLOYED 
ALONG THE YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY IN HOANG LIEN SON. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE HAD BEEN BY CAMP-7. CAMP- 11 AND THE 776TH GROUP HEADQUARTERS 
SOUTH OF CAMP.12, AND CAMP-T3 AND CAMP- 14 NORTH OF CAMP- 12.) ALL OF 
THE GROUP-776 CAMPS SEEMED TO BE LOCATED IN VALLEYS ADJACENT TO THE 
YEN BAI-LAO CAI HIGHWAY. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE EXISTENCE OF 
PAVN GROUP 776 IS UNCONFIRMED.) 

2 THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 60 OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 
ASSIGNEd'tO CAMP-12. PAVN SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((GIAI)) WAS 
CAMP COMMANDER. TELEPHONES WERE USED FOR COMMUNICATIONS AMONG THESE 
CAMPS. NO ANTENNAS WERE OBSERVED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. 

3 ABOUT 400 INMATES WERE DETAINED AT CAMP-12; AMONG THEM 
ABOUT 340 WERE JUNIOR GRADE POLICE OR ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
(ARVN) OFFICERS. THE OTHERS WERE DISTRICT LEVEL CIVILIAN 
ADMINISTRATORS, JUNIOR GRADE CHAPLINS, POLICE INSPECTORS AND MEMBERS 
OF PROVINCE LEVEL ASSEMBLIES FROM THE SOUTH. THERE WERE NO FIELD 
GRADE MILITARY OR POLICE OFFICERS AT THIS CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE DID NOT KNOW IF THIS FACILITY WAS STILL FimCTIONING IN 1986.) 

4 FROM OCTOBER 1977 TO 18 JANUARY 1981 THERE WERE NO 
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO 
PROVIDE THE LOCATION OF THIS CAMP. HE NOTED THAT IT WAS AN EIGHT 
HOUR TRAIN RIDE FROM THE NEARBY AM THUONG RA ILROAD STATION TO HANOI . ) 
THE TAN LAP REEDUCA TION CAMP CONSISTED OF SIX SUBCAMPS, DESIGNATED K1 
- K6 K-5 WAS THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV) 
ADMINISTERED THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN 
BA ((LU)) WAS K1 SUBCAMP COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((NAM)) 
WAS K2 COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)) WAS K4 COMMANDER.^. 
(FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DID NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF THE K3, K5 AND K6 
COMMANDERS.) THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 50 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4 THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 1,000 PRISONERS AT K1. AMONG THEM WERE 
ABOUT 100 FORMER ARVN COLONELS; ABOUT 100 PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND 
BUDDHIST CHAPLINS; ABOUT 200 ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS AND MAJORS; 
ABOUT 300 CAPTAINS; 200 1ST AND 2ND LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 100 NON- 
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS (NCO'S) WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE OR SECURITY UNITS. K4 HELD ABOUT 400 
PRISONERS. INCLUDING ABOUT 30 ARVN MAJORS; 100 CAPTAINS; ABOUT 200 
LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 70 NCO»S. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE ESTIMATED 
THE PRISONER STRENGTH AT K2 TO BE ABOUT 400 AND THAT OF K5 ABOUT 
1100, BUT HE COULD NOT BREAK DOWN THOSE INMATES BY RANK/POSITION. HE 
DID NOT KNOW HOW MANY PRISONERS WERE IN K3.) 

6 TAN LAP USED TELEPHONES FOR INTERNAL CAMP COMMUNICATIONS. 
(SOURCE COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS STILL 
FUNCTIONING AS OF MID-JANUARY 1981, THE SUBSEQUENT STATUS OF THAT 
FACILITY IS UNKN0WT4. ) 
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SUB J: ABSiENCE OF AMERICANS AND DESCRIPTION OF K4 SUBCAMP OF 
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON AND 
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SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
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FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE A^IY CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 
WHILE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN 
DECEMBER 1986. 

TEXT- 1. FROM JUNE TO OCTOBER 1978, THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 
SUBCAMP-K4 OF THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS (KMS) SOUTHWEST OF THE PHO LU TRAIN 
STATION AND ABOUT 30 KMS EAST OF THE CHINESE BORDER. K4 SUBCAMP WAS 
SITUATED ABOUT TWO KMS EAST OF THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS IN HOANG 
LIEN SON. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE HAD HIS DIRECTIONS MIXED UP. THE 
ABOVE DIRECTIONS HAVE BEEN CORRECTED.) 

2. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS BUILT BY THE 
FRENCH BEFORE 1954. AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE FRENCH, THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE USED THIS FACILITY TO DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO 
WORKED FOR THE FRENCH. AFTER 30 APRIL 1975, THE NORTH USED THIS 
FACILITY TO DETAIN PRISONERS FROM THE SOUTH. SUBCAMP K4 WAS BUILT BY 
AND USED FOR DETENTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. 

3. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP AND ITS SUBCAMPS WERE 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN 
BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP COMMANDER. THE K4 SUBCAMP 
COMMANDER WAS A BNV SENIOR LIEUTENANT WHOSE NAME IS NOT RECALLED. 

4 SUBCAMP K4 CONSISTED OF FOUR SEPARATE ZONES EACH DIVIDED 
INTO TWO LABOR UNITS. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4. each zone was SEPARATED FROM THE NEXT BY A BAMBOO FENCE. THE 
ZONES WERE ABOUT FIVE METERS APART. THE THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
FOR LABOR UNIT FOUR WAS BNV CORPORAL ((CHUT)), WELL KNOWN FOR BEATING 
THE PRISONERS; BNV THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR/SERGEANT ((GIOI)) 
SUPERVISED THE BRICK MAKING UNIT; BNV CORPORAL ((HAD), AKA HAI DIEN, 
WAS ALSO KNOWN TO BEAT HIS PRISONERS. HAI SUPERVISED THE FARM UNIT. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 200 ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) JUNIOR 
GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. ALL OF THEM HAD TRANSFERRED FROM CAMP-6 OF 
INTERCAMP-1 IN HOANG LIEN SON. MOST OF THEM WERE FROM FORMER ARVN 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MILITARY SECURITY, PSY-WARFARE AND SPECIAL 
POLICE UNITS. THERE WERE ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT. SUBCAMP K1 OF 
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. DURING THE CHINESE ATTACKS AGAINST 
NORTH VIETNAM IN 1979, CHINESE ARTILLERY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMP 
HEADQUARTERS AND SUBCAMP K4. THEREAFTER NORTH VIETNAM ABANDONED THE 
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION WAS 
PROVIDED BY BNV GUARDS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU. 
THEY WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO THAT CAMP.) 

5. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO 27 FEBRUARY 1982 THERE WERE NO 
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAP LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KMS 
NORTHEAST OF THE AM THUONG RAILROAD STATION AND TWO KMS FROM THE BEN 
NGOC LANDING IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU. THIS CAMP WAS BUILT BY 
NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINAL PRISONERS SOMETIME BEFORE 1975. 

6. THE TAN LAP, AKA K5, REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BNV. BNV MAJOR BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS CAMP COMMANDER. (SOURCE 
COMMENT: CHIEU WAS FORMERLY A SENIOR CAPTAIN AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE 
LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON. HE WAS PROMOTED AND 
TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP, VINH PHU.) THE CHIEF OF SUBCAMP K4 WAS BNV 
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CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)). THE K^t DEPUTY COMMANDER WAS BNV SENIOR 
LIEUTENANT (FNU) ((HUNG)), AKA HUNG GIA. THOUGHT REFORM OFFICERS AT 
K4 INCLUDED BNV ASPIRANT ((THUC)) AND ASPIRANT ((SON)), AKA GA RI TO. 
THERE WERE ABOUT MO BNV OFFICERS AND HEN AT K4. 

7. THERE WERE ABOUT 345 ARVN JUNIOR GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. 
THE PRISONERS WERE ORGANIZED INTO 12 LABOR UNITS WITH ABOUT 30 
INMATES PER UNIT. UNIT ONE, THE CARPENTRY UNIT WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV 
SERGEANT (SGT) ((TIEN)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR; UNIT TWO, A 
FARM UNIT, WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV SGT/THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
((DUO); BNV SGT HAI, ALSO A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED 
FARM UNITS THREE AND FOUR; BNV SGT NGUYEN VAN ((LE)) SUPERVISED UNIT 
FIVE, A GREEN VEGETABLE GROWING UNIT AS WELL AS UNIT SIX, THE TEA 
COLLECTION AND DRYING UNIT; BNV SGT ((THANH)) SUPERVISED UNIT SEVEN, 
BRICK MAKING, AND UNIT NINE, THE FORESTRY PRODUCTION UNIT; BNV SGT 
((THUC)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED UNIT EIGHT, A FARM 
UNIT; UNIT 10 WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV K4 REAR SERVICES SGTS ((KHAI)) 
AND ((TOAN)) - THIS UNIT WAS THE K4 MESSHALL; UNIT 11, ANOTHER GREEN 
VEGETABLE CROP PRODUCTION UNIT, WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF BNV 
BT 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0212 90 

/»»«»*««»»»« THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *»»»**»*«»»»/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0212 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN LAP BETWEEN 1980 AND 1981 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



800000-810000 



SOURCE: /SOURCE IS AM 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN- IL-T HHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
GAMP FROM 1980 UNTIL I98I. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT 
BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE RECALLED THAT TAN LAP LAY 
BETWEEN MOUNTAIN RANGES IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
TRAVELED FROM HANOI BY TRAIN TO THE AM THUONG STATION AND 
FROM THERE BY FERRY TO THE FERRY LANDING AT BEN NGOC. 
FROM BEN NGOC HE WALKED ABOUT FOUR HOURS UNTIL REACHING 
K-4 TAN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
K-4 WAS APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 250 BY 300 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. DIRECTLY INSIDE 
THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED A LARGE MEETING HOUSE. TO THE 
LEFT WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 40 METERS. 
TO THE RIGHT OF THE GATE IN THE BACK OF THE COMPOUND WAS 
THE THIRD LONG DETENTION HOUSE. ADDITIONALLY, CONTAINED 
INSIDE THE COMPOUND WAS A SMALL MEDICAL AID STATION, 
EMULATION HOUSE, WATER CISTERN AND BATH HOUSE, INMATE 
KITCHEN AND FOODSTUFFS SUPPLY WAREHOUSE. 

4. / LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50-60 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN RAISING ANIMALS, CARPENTRY, AND SAWMILL TASKS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0600 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, EAT BREAKFAST 
0700 COMMENCE LABOR 



1100 RETURN TO COMPOUND FOR LUNCH ^_ 

1300 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 

1900 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 

'2100 SLEEP 

6w -INMATE POPULATION. THE MAJORITY OF THE, : 

INMATES WERF FORMER RVNAF OR NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS 

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 



ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/ PW-MIA ; 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING ' , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: ' FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 



#4297 
NNNN 



PAGE: 0024 



CDSNTTGX6^8 MCN = 9002^/13829 TOR = 900230926 



HEADER 

R 230926Z JAM 90 , \ , : 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC \S>V^ 



INFO RUEADVID/OCSA WASHINGTON DC ^ \ 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC ^ 



RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS ROLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 2309O6Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-HIA // 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC// 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA // 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA // 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04296 



0'' 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0213 90 

/»««»»«»»«»* THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE *«#*»»**»««»/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0213 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN r.AP RREDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN JUL 78 AND FEB 82 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



780700-820200 



SOURCE: -SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY. UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM JUL 78 TO FEB 82. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K-4, TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 
WAS REACHED BY TRAIN FROM THE HANG CO STATION IN HANOI TO 
THE AM THUONG STATION ABOUT 180 KM DISTANT. FROM AM 
THUONG SOURCE'S GROUP WENT BY FERRY TO BEN NGOC WHERE 
THEY CONTINUE THE JOURNEY BY WALKING EIGHT MORE KM TO K-4 
TAN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-4 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS 
1LT ((LNU)) TRIEN. OTHER CADRE AND THEIR POSITIONS WERE 
AS FOLLOWS~PSS CAPT ((LNU)) KHAI, ASST CAMP CDR AND 
MEDICAL OFFICER; PSS 2LT ((LNU)) SON, EDUCATION OFFICER; 
PSS MSG TUAN, GUARD FORCE NCOIC; PSS MSG ((LNU)) BAN, 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY; AND PSS MSG ((LNU)) THANH, SECURITY 
PERSONNEL OFFICER. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 300 INMATES. 

3. . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE. LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE THREE LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 30 
METERS IN DIMENSION. ALL THE STRUCTURES INSIDE K-4 WERE 
BUILT OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH DETENTION 
HOUSE HELD ABOUT 100 INMATES. AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
FOODSTUFF WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, EMULATION HOUSE, 
SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY, WATER CISTERN, AND A HERBAL 
MEDICINE GARDEN WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND. 
OUTSIDE AND ADJACENT TO THE DETENTION COMPOUND WERE FOUND 
THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS, CADRE HOUSING, 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ELECTRIC GENERATOR HOUSE, CARPENTRY 
SHOP, BRICK KILN, ANIMAL STABLES AND AGRICULTURAL 



"PRODUCTION AREA. 



4 LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

INTO_LABOR_DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT M0-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY. LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 
VEGETABLES,' AN© 'SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 
ALSO WERE- INVOLVED III BRICK MAKING, RAISING ANIMALS,'^- 
CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITHING; AND KITCHEN DETAILS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE, 
EAT BREAKFAST 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 
1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. THE MAJORITY OF INMATES 
IN K-4 WERE FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS. 
THERE WERE NO CRIMINALS IN K-4. INMATES IN K-4 WORE DARK 
BLUE PA JAMA TYPE UNIFORMS MADE OF VERY THIN MATERIAL. 
THE BACK OF THE SHIRTS WERE MARKED WITH LARGE LETTERING 
INDICATING REEDUCATION CAMP AND THE SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG. 
"CT K4". THE FORMER ARVN OFFICERS WERE RECALLED AS 
FELLOW INMATES— 1LT LE VAN THANH VAN, UNIT 101, CAPTAIN 
TRAN NGOC MINH STAFF OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN 
HUONG. 

7 SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 



ENCL: ) TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA; 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES . 
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. • ■ ' LN G1'6-8U 

INTERVIEW WITH A YOUNG DELINQUENT AT A CORRECTIONAL CAMP 

The correctional officer escorted the young man into the room vhere I vas 
waiting; then he went out and left us there by ourselves; They young man was 
fair-skinned and wore a white sweater, a brown jacket, gray pants, and plastic 
sandals. I started the interview inmiediately : 

~I am a reporter for "Tien Phong" magazine and I want to interview 
you today. Do you know "Tien Phong" magazine? 

— Yes. We are allowed to read every day in this camp. We have "Tien 
Phong," "Nhan' Dan," as well as other newspapers and magazines. 

— ^What is your name? I asked. 



— yiy name is Nguyen Quy Hoa. 

The interview continued as follows: 



Reporter (myself ) —Can. you tell me about your family and yourself. 

Hoa— -My father was chief of a convoy and my mother was a merchant, both retired 

I am the eldest son. Three of my brothers and sisters are working and 
one is still in school. 

Reporter — Are you from Hanoi? 

Hoa — Yes. We live at 2 Le Van Huu. . . 

Reporter — How old are you? 25? 
Hoa— 26 . . . 

Reporter — Please , continue . 

Hoa— I attended Ly Tu Trong School until the seventh grade. Then I quit to go 
to work. In 1971, I enrolled in the l8-month training program of the Electric 
and Water Company. But I dropped out after 3 months. I went to work in a 
cooperative making plastic sandals: first, I worked for Thanh Binh, then I 
worked for Hien Luong until 1979, when I started to get into trouble... 
Reporter — Why is that? 
Hoa — Because of friends. 
Reporter — You mean bad friends! 

Hoa— Exactly. Friends like Ngoc , who is a bicycle-repairman, Mau, who sells 
old clothes, or Quang. . . who have led me astray. 

Reporter — Were you convicted before? 

Hoa— Once... (Hoa bends his head and lowers his voice). In 1979, Ngoc and I 
were convicted of assault and larceny. Afterwards, I was arrested, together 
with Minh, for stealing watches in front of a movie theater. The- court of 
District II sentenced us to two years' imprisonment, from July 1979 to July 
1981. 

Reporter — How about this time? 

Hoa — After I had been released, I went to stay with my grandmother in Thu Le. 
I lived there in peace for six months. However, I could not find a job and was 
not put on the family book. While I was feeling very depressed, my old friends 
showed up, dressed in expensive clothes. After they invited and treated me so 
many times, I had to pay them back. And that was why, together with'Ilgoc, I 
committed the same crimes again. I was arrested and was sent to this camp for 
three years. 
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•Reporter—What do you do in this camp to refprm yourself. 

Hoa-Besides attending classes and following the rules and regulations of the 
^p, I work with a group of people making colors, and I plant peanuts, com, 
potatoes, and manioc. I work hard to redeem myself. For that reason, upon 
the unanimous request of the other inmates, the superintendent of the camp has 
chosen me to be the leader of the color-making team. Also, I have just been 
invited to participate in the music group of the camp. 

Reporter— Vfhat do you receive in this camp? , 4. ^ 

Hoa~I receive some clothes, in addition to my own, as well as a blanket and 
r^osquito-net, and soap for laundry. Each month, we are provided with paper, 
envelopes and stamps to write to our families. 

Reporter— How do you find life here in this camp? 

Hoa— Naturally, life in a correctional, camp implies hardships and lack of Tree- 
d^. However, we have many entertainments in this camp, such as radio, news- 
papers and magazines, sports, music, and TV (we can watch TV three times a 
week). Last night, we watched the movie called "The Black Cat." As for food, 
we don't receive enough from the government, but the inmates of the camp pro- 
duce enough themselves to supplement their food rations. 

Reporter— Are you allowed here to grow your hair like this? 
Hoa— Actu ally, we don't have to have a"military" cut, but we cannot grow our 
hiir too long either. My hair is a little bit too long to be conform to the 
camp regulations because the hair-clippers have just been broken. Personally, 
I don't like to have my hair cut too short. 

Reporter— Do you mean to say that the correctional officers here are not too 
hard with the inmates? 

Hoa— Yes. They are very strict., but they treat the inmates with compassion 

humanity. They reward those who do well and punish those who violate the 
rules, but never treat them brutally. And this is why we all try to do our 
best here . 

Reporter — Have you ever thought of escaping? 

Hoa~Once in a while, an inmate tries to escape. Sooner or later he is caught 
and will have to receive a harsher sentence. 

Reporter — What is your wish now? 

Hoa— I have committed crimes against society. Regretting what I did does not 
Slike any difference now. To tell the truth, sometimes I worry about the pos- 
sibility of staying here longer. Therefore, I am determined to work hard to 
redeem myself, hoping that I will be released after three years. I want to 
become an honest citizen and have nsy own family. 
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The inmates' music group at Tan Lap, K5 
Photo: Mai Nam 
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=1. THE QUIET WORKER ^ 

He vas bom and grev up in a village by the river, on the outskirts of 
H^noi I^his youth, he loved to read books, especially ones.about the xn- 
tSSsence service He loved to read about the exploits of unknovn soldxers 
vS veri nXSig to bring peace to the people. His dreaa was to become oneof 
tho ISdierfwho were being sent on secret and exciting missions. Right af- 
^er finishing school! he enrolled in the police fonre, hoping that this vould 
Slov him to fulfill his childhood drea^. Unfortunately, ^en graduated 
Sim the academy, he was assigned to the fire f P-^-^J^;^,?^^^^,^^^";,, 

^-Lr-^^^^^^^^^ 
rvrry^^^^L^^inT^^^^^^ 

s^cre^^." Mth^ugh he did not really believe what -^J^^^^J^^:^^^^ 
to go. As soon as he received his tranfer papers, he left for the camp, 
without even saying goodbye to his family. 

The new job was a challenge to him. He had lived his whole life in 
the countryside. He had spent his childhood in a small village by a river- 
the countrysiae. nc ^ ThPT-efore he had never had to deal with 

bank and had rarely gone to town. Thereiore, ne nau ^onaee and 

the turbulence of city life, or with city people. Now . ^^^f%^^ 
educate a group of thirty people who in many ways were quite different irom 
M^lc^u^tS^d'to a lifeVf i^eness and pleasure, they had con^itted many 
crimes against society. Most were from the city His ^^Jf J^^^^l^^^/^',3^° 
«<i„r.«tP them so that they could become honest citizens. He found this tasK 
Smc^li yrunra^d\nLperienced he had to deal with notorious crj^^^^ 
from Hanoi. At times he felt completely powerless in ^^^^^ of these unre 
pentant people. But he persevered in appealing to their better nature. 

In his eroup was a young man named Chu Xuan Tac, who had been convicted 
sever^ Umef o?'larceny! tL hated working in the fields . "-f ^o -dure 
the hard life at the camp, Tac planned with Cuong to ^^^^P^^^f 
plan, the cadre tried to talk him out of it, advising to ™ ^J^^^J 
instead But Tac did not listen. One day, while working in the fields, Tac 
Sied 1; h?de in the bushes. As soon as the cadre saw ^^^^ f P was 
he had him searched for and stopped in time. However, he did harbor any 
resentment against Tac. This incident made him pay even more attention to 
Tac and to his family situation... 

NOW there is no longer a gap between Tac and him. Tac 
his advice and given up the idea of escaping from the camp. Since that time, 
Sc hal changed in man? ways and has become one of the best members of his 
group . 

Manv times the cadre finds himself in an extremely difficult situation, 
hut he'uilTanages to deal with it tactfully. In the camp Zll^ l^J^l^ 
Pham Van Thin who had also been convicted of larceny. Thin refused to re- 
Jo^ hSsSf!' He was especially la.y and very sly. ^-^'^^^e'cadre hS 
anf to the fields Thin would complain of a stomach-ache. The cadre had 
to !e^ h?m He't^k care of Thin as if he believed that Thin was real- 

IV sick At the same time, he talked to Thin and tried to make him realize 
Sat if he wanted to go home to his family soon, he would have to .^o^k h^d 
a^d Reform himself . Touched by the cadre's kindness, Thm slowly changed 
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his attitude and became an excellent worker^ 

There have been many similar incidents and he has fi^en us valuable 
lessons in reforming those who have gone astray. He also talks to the f am 
ilies vho come to visit at the camp in order to win their support as well. 
Soie f^lies. like Nguyen Van Cuong's mother, tried to brxbe hxm -th per- 
sonal gifts but he firmly refused and asked members of his group to tell 
theS iSlies not to botLr him again. His honesty has won hxm their respect, 

Many members of his group have reformed themselves and been allowed to 
go home to their families. Th^have written to thank him. He 
"?hese men did wrong, but this is no reason for us to cast them aside or hate 
the" Tthe contr^, we have to.be close to them so that we - motivate 
them. The best way to change or reform them is to love them. Only love can 
help us get closer to them so that we can help them overcome their guilt 
and become honest people ..." 

Those who have been in the camp and who were or are being educated by 
him will never forget him. His name is Nguyen Trung Thanh, a correctional 
officer at Tan Lap, K5. 

Chu Thuy Hoa 



Cultural activities of the cadres 
at Tan Lap 
Photo: Mai Nam 
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ir^ ■ HE WHO HAS HONE ASTRAY . ♦ . ^ 

I met him tvice on- the same day. First I met him at the inmates' work-- 
shop where comrade Nguyen, one of the educators at the camp was Rowing us 
around. His name was Dao Tuan Dung, and his family lived in La Thanh. He 
^Hn charge of the group of carpenters and blacksmiths. He showed us the 
Z^^tTZfe by lis Iroul: knives, sickles, etc. Now, on our second meeting, 
he was sitting in front of me. 

He was 28 years old, married, with two children. He had been arrested 
several times, and the last time, for selling illegal merchandise. 

He started: getting into trouble at the age of fifteen when his family came 
to settle in Thanh Hoa, Ha Tay. He cut classes and went gambling. Even when 
he was a child, he was already ensnared by money. He lied to his father to 
have some money. He was always hanging around with a group of mischief-mkers , 
and they spent their time gambling, or drinking in a cafe, smoking cigaxettes 
or eating candies. This gradually became a habit, an increasing need: he had 
to drink the finest coffee, smoke filter-tip cigarettes, eat deluxe candies, 
and also dress fashionably... All that Dung had in mind was money. 

Once Dung was detained for a week at Don Da police station. As soon as 
he was released, he and his accomplice robbed people on a train... 

The three years that he spent at TK correctional camp have helped Dung 
to reform himself. After his release, he went to work for a movie production 
firm and also took courses at Vocational School No. U. He graduated from 
school and got a job at Bach Mai:.airport . During this time, he got married, 
had children, and was settling down. But again, for the sake of money, he 
left this quiet life. This time he wanted more: watches, foreign cigarettes.. 
He hung out in Giam Market, train stations, flea markets, Dong Xuan; he tried 
to make all kinds of deals, and there he met people like Tuan, Cuong, etc. 
The more money he made, the more he spent. And the more he spent, the more 
he wanted. Like an ephemerid attracted to light, he was attracted to money 
and to all the pleasures it can buy. He was dealing in all sorts of illegal 
merchandise. He said to the cadre: . . ^. 

—I was arrested on August 1, 198O, when I was selling bicycle tires 
downtown 332 illegally, near Hang Co station. And I was sent here on Sep- 
tember 17, 1980. 

He told me about life at the camp, about the correctional officers who, 
with a lot of patience, have been helping him for the past two years to be- 
come an honest worker again. 

—In the first few months, I felt like I was cruelly punished: I was 
sent away from the capital and forced to work. I hated everybody. But, 
gradually, through their own example, the cadres have shown me the value of 
an honest and frugal life. They have made me realize things that I never 
thought of before.... I have learned to like working, and I have been trained 
here to be a carpenter and a blacksmith. As you can see, I am now in charge 
of the carpenters and blacksmiths' workshop. I have learned here a new way 
of life: to find true happiness in leading an honest life and avoiding 
excessive self-indulgence. I think that if we fail to learn this important 
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lesson, ve would be unable later to withstan^temptations and ve would make 
the same mistakes again. 

-What do you plan to do after you finish serving your sentence here? 
I asked. 

Dung hesitated and finally said: 

-.1 have many things to do. But first, I will try my best to make it up 
to societj -d ^my faMly for past mistakes.^ I ^-^^--f .^J^^Hs" 
and I don't worry about finding a job. The most important thing for is 
Tot Jo forget the lessons I have learned here and make the same errors again. 

Mai Cat 
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LIFE AT TM LAP CORRECTIONAL CAMP ^ 

- The inmates 

- The guards, instructors and educators 

- Issues raised 

We arrived at the prison camp. In front of us was a tall wall with barbed 
wire and a watchtower. It was a winter morning in central Viet Nam. The area 
was desolated and the cold wind was blowing. The big gate opened. As soon as 
we were inside, everyone exclaimed: 

—What beautiful flowers I 

Colonel Bui Van Chieu, the superintendent of the camp who was showing us 
around, nodded his head: 

—A young inmate took care of these flowers. His family, who live in 
Ngo Ha, came to visit and brought him some seeds. And that is why now we have 
flowers in our camp all your round. 

Next to the flower-beds, there were a vegetable garden and a few papaya- 
trees and banana-trees... To the right was the carpenters' workshop. Then 
there was the blacksmiths' workshop, and we could hear the hammers clanging 
on the anvil. 

Then there w^s another wall, beyond which were the inmates' living quar- 
ters. The walls were whitewashed, with bars on the windows. There were flowers 
in front of each house. There were nice posters on the walls, with unique 
slogans such as: "Sleep well at night, work hard during the day, ^lean^^ 
rooms make our camp beautiful," or "Work to improve our living conditions. 

The comrade accompanying us continued his explanations: 

— We have in this camp the toughest elements, those who committed the 
worst crimes, all the gang leaders. These are the people you just saw planting 
vegetables inside the camp. The others can go out the camp and work in the^ 
fields, picking tea-leaves, or work as carpenters, construction laborers... 
Only the trustworthy ones can out alone into the jungle to cut wood, or mind 
the buffaloes by themselves , without the guards . . . 

We could not help exclaiming: 

— This is a very open prison campl 

—Yes, answered one of the young comrades. Very open, in both the 
literal and the figurative sense. 

Thinking of what I was told once, I said: 

—How could it be like that? Aren't these people, who have committed 
crimes, supposed to be harshly piinished? 

Colonel Chieu had an indulgent smile: 
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—Even a few of us still have this wronj conception. But first, I would 
like to introduce you to the inmates; 80 % aTe young people. 

We talked to Le Quoc Khanh, 21, who used to live on Ly Nam De Street. 
Khanh looked extremely young; he was fair-skinned and had ^^J^^f f J;,/^^ 
was a tenth-grade student and obviously very boisterous. Khanh had a hole m 
Ss riSf eaSlobe (for earrings?). His mother was a medical doctor and hxs 
father a cadre, both retired. We asked him what he thought of this prison 
camp. 

-I came here in May 1982. First, I had to learn the regulations of the 
caiap. I listed all the bad things I had done and pledged to ^^^^^^^^^^ .f 
golden rules of behavior: to realize my mistakes and try to warn friends who 
Se still on the outside; to educate myself politically; to work hard; and_ 
S abidi by the rules of 'the camp. I ^ now with the ^^-P ^^^J^f-^^^^^"^ 
the three years I'm going to be here, I want to learn a trade that suits me 
betted However, in the fields, I work as hard as anyone else I- this camp, 
each person receives a set of clothes, a blanket, and a mosquito-net, but I 
have asked for permission to use the blanket and the mosquito-net that my fami- 
ly sent me. . . 

Have you ever been mistreated? Tell me. 

-Being convicted for the first time, I was very scared before coming 
here The word "prison" made me shiver. But when we left Hoa Lo and crossed 
Long*Bien bridge some of the people who had been convicted many times before 
exclaimed joyfully: "Tan Lap Campl" I realize here what a reeducation camp 
is! Above'all, tL cadresare very compassionate and humane Most are young 
about w age. Many times I have seen them gather with inmates and talk about 
Hanoi. They play ball with us... My only goal now is to reform myself. 

Tran Dinh Lien, called Binh, 2U, who used to live in Kim Lien, was another 
inmate here. He had been convicted before and had spent time at Camp_6 and 
Ba Sao Camp. Now he was serving a sentence at Tan Lap Camp. He had improved 
himself and was chosen by the inmates of this camp to be on the Emulation Group. 
Lien told us: • . 

—We form different groups and choose our own leaders... Once a year, all 
the inmates meet together to set their goals and elect a new group. This group 
has the responsibility for checking up on everyone, reminding us to abide by 
the regulations, educate ourselves, work hard, follow the rules of hygiene and 
maintaS order. We help keep the goods sent to inmates by 

let them use the goods a little at a time. If the inmates took ^^ese goods all 
at once to their rooms where there are many other inmates, there would be a 
lot of problems. The main function of our group is to rate the inmates each 
month according to their progress: excellent, average, or poor. Those who 
have made excellent progress will be rewarded, and the best reward is that they 
can see their families more often and longer. 

Nguyen Van Viet, 22, was another inmate of the camp. When we talked to 
him, he acted dumb, but actually he was sly as a fox. His nickname was Foxy 
Viet." He escaped l8 times from Agricultural School No. 1 (a school for 
young delinquents about 2 kilometers from Tan Lap Camp). Viet had already 
tried to escape from the camp three times. We asked him: 
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—How were you p^jnished each time, afte^you tried to escape? 
"Foxy Viet "answered: 

-The cadreswere very kind to me, and I was detained in a private cell 
for 7 davs Only those who fight with the guards to escape are detained for 
S dlys!"^ io he detained in a private cell is a sort of punishment for lack 
of progress. Therefore, the superintendent of the camp could propose to higher 



for 7 days. 
lU days. 1 

do I. 

This was the end of our visit with the inmates of Tan Lap Camp. _ Now we 
think back of "Foxy Viet," "Talkative Ha," Khanh "In irons" and realize that 
ve can no longer just keep those who have gone astray in prison as long as pos 
sible and punish them harshly to make them pay for their crimes jsainst so- 
ciety. But how can we educate or reform them? Will we be able to obtain ^y 
results? Now a great many young people commit the same crimes again as soon 
as they are released from the camp. 

First, we have to review what has been achieved sofar. Actually, the cadres 
at Tan Lap Camp have been quite successful at their work, especially the young 
cadres who have never received any formal training in pedagogy. They succeed 
in directing many ruthless and depraved individuals who have committed numerous 
crimes against society. These comrades watch over the inmates and supervise 
their work: over 500 hectares are planted to improve the inmates living con- 
ditions at the camp. They are also educators responsible for reforming the 
inmates so that they can become honest people, go back to their families, and 
resume their place in society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been rehabilitated and released from the camp 
thanks to the efforts of all the cadres at Tan Lap. These cadres are the 
workers with hands of gold. They also have hearts of gold. Many families will 
be for ever grateful to these comrades. This is the answer to the question 
whether or not we can succeed in reforming people who have committed crimes. 
How about the methods of reeducation? 

The answer is given by Lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen. Although still young, 
he has been working at Tan Lap Camp for 17 years. He was successively an 
intelligence agent, an instructor, a production leader, and now chief of the 
Educational group at Tan Lap Camp. Aware of the difficulty in reforming the , 
inmates, he has been observing them closely and has gained valuable expe- 
rience. He said: 

—The essential thing is that we have to be fully aware of our responsi- 
bility and believe in the inmates' capability to redeem themselves . We say 
to each other: the inmates are "spoiled" but not "lost." 

Vu Xuan emphasized humanity and love. He said: 

—These ruthless individuals, who were used to tough street life and 
robbing people at the point of a knife, can only be reached through their 
hearts. After many discussions, the cadres at Tan Lap came to the conclusion 
that to use physical punishment woiild not help to bring the offenders back 
to their senses and would only prove to be a totally ineffective method of 
reform. 
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A very effective educational method is 1^ set an example. For those in 
a correSSnil c^p. it is even more important- to give them a <^o^°jete ex- 



corrupted, 
inmates . 



Many people have tried unsuccessfully to hrihe the cadres. To give a 
well to^L ex^ple one inmate named Nguyen Due Lam had secretly kept wxth him 
riiirvSch ^n violation of camp rules that forbid inmates to have on them 
a gold ^^^^J' Lam confessed that he had tried, during the 

roSvir^'-fu " t:^:^ t.s .... .Howe-^^t- ^r^u 

are kind but also very strict; they are accustomed to a frugal life a^'i are 
^t Smpted by other people's worldly possessions. Finally, Lam had to hand 
in his watch to be sent back to his family. 

HOW is the concept of reeducation through work applied at Tan Lap Camp? 
The inmates are reeducated by laboring in the fields P^f^^^^S I^f^^^^J"' 
making bricks, serving as construction --^-^ ' ^Jj^f f^^J^^ fSt step'i; 
They gradually become accustomed to working, and this is the first step in 
the riSt direction. They will realize the value of work, the inhumanity of 
robbinf ^heir fellowmen. Many inmates who have been released are making a 
living from the trades that they learned in the camp. 

The inmates'- families as well as the local authorities are also called 
upon to support the efforts to reform inmates. The Bureau m charge of 
p?"on cam^sunder the Interior Department has provided ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
projectors, and the inmates can see two movies a month. The camp also 
equipped with many television sets and a 10-kilometer-long radio vire with 
a small speaker for each room. The inmates are supplied with enough books, 
newspapers, and magazines. We said: 

-We have not met all the inmates' needs, but we have done our best to 
carry out the humanitarian goals of our Party and Country. 

In our discussions with the authorities at Tan Lap Camp, one comrade in 
our group said: 

—We are very touched by your efforts. As one inmate said while being 
released to Vu Xuan Nguyen, chief of the educational board at <^f^P = 
"After serving our time here, we go back home to our families, but the cadres 
are the ones who stay here for ever..." 

There are still many issues that need attention. What are these issues? 
First of all, reforming the offenders is an extremely difficult task, itie 
police are entrusted with this task. But to carry it out, they need the 
full support of many other departments and organizations: youth, schools, 
public health, unions, culture, sports... 

Work training plays an important part in education Most of the in- 
mates here come from the city. Therefore, we need to set up 
a vocational school with instructors to teach them a trade so that they can 
easily find a job when they get out. When the offenders have served their 
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sentence and are released, their only desire is to get a^^ob allowing them 
to continue improving themselves and not to -Erg treated with prejudice or 
rejected. 

The correctional camps have a very important role to play in our society. 
We have to support the efforts made by the comrades in these camps so that 
they can carry out their difficult task. We have to give our love to these 
yomg people who are "spoiled" but not "lost" and help them become honest 
citizens . 

Those are the things we want to say to the dedicated cadres , as well as 
to the people in the camps who are trying to reform themselves for a new 
and better life. 

Picture: Mai Nam December 1982 

Inmates are learning how to sew Le Van Ba 
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ANH slnh'ra vh' lirn Ifin iir 
mOt I6ng ven sOng 

Thu6 nh6.anh ,rfll lafi 
Oqc iruy^n. nhdt U truy^n 
Unh* b^o Nhftng chl6n' cOog 
!Uiam lOng cua neu^l chidn 
si. an ninh flft cqfin hut anh. 
iAnh.ma wire sau n6y cQng 
.trfir. th&nh mOt chifin sl on 
: ninh l&m lihung c6ng vi^c Am 
; thfiiri nhung <lBy h4p dfln. Bal 
, vfyy sau. khl h^c hfit pli5 IhOng 
anh xtn v&o ng&nh cOng on 
.v^rhy vpng Ihvc hl^n u6rc 
ma anh.. vfin . hfing, Om dp. 
' Nhung o&l dam thay, sau khl 
ijQc 6 Truing c6nh sAt ra. 

• onh duQrc phfln c6ng vfe nhOn 

■ cOng t6c 6 mOt Ph6ng b&o v« 
. ph6i)g chAy. chfta cbiy. Anh 

cdn clang b* ngO v6l c6ng 
' vi^c m<5r| 6y Chi thing. 

7-1976 flu^c BO aifeu dOng v& 
. tr^i Tfln UP- B^n b6 c6 

ngu<yi n6l aao vdl onh : « Bfly 

giir ihl cOu c6 (Jtfiu Ut$n flfi 
Ihvrc hl^n u&c ma, c6ng vl$c 

6 Ir^i hSn eOng ly ky hip 
"fjan vi & aAy lOP trung- nhiC'u 

loy « y^ng hOng hao han*.. 

Anh kh6ng tin ahuitg uUng,^ 

l»6o hue. Nhftn quyet d}nh, 

anh khoAc ba 16 len tr^l ngoy. 
. cOng chAng kip gh6 qua nhA. 

Qua ihOt, c6ng vi^c d Irol ■ 

■ 'dtty mdri mi dO cuOn hut anh. 
Tir nJio anh s6ng (r nftng 
thOn, tudi I tha anh gAn lien 
v6i" cal lAng qu6 nh6 b6 ven 

• s6ng, onh i; c6 d}p ra thAnh 
ph6, onh kh6nc Itfip-xuc 'vif 'i 
t;u()c a6ng hn &o b IhAnh^phS 
bt\o ri\6. Vi^y mtibAy u,i<» anh 
V''''»»V \rUch nUV<5ft\. t\uun \y 



g!Ao dye mOt dfll tu^rng mh 
v6i anh thAl lA xa H(> lA 
nhiJng ngu<>i mAc nhifiu lum 
Ifll do cuOc sdng quen ;.hufrng 
thu mA khOng chju loo dQng, 
Phfln dOng ho lA nguirl sflng 
b IhAnh phd. hp tun g gAy ro 
boo chuy^n phlfen toAl cho 
nhOng ngu(>i Urang thi^n. 
TrAch nhiCm cua anh lA glAo. 
dvcHiQ trfir thAnh ngu6l luang 
thl^n. COng vlOc Ay 661 v6l 
! onh thvc 14 nOng n6. mOt 
phAndo anh eOn. trA tuOi, it - 
kinh nght^m. mOt khAc ba 
muai Irai vlfin cua- dOL'onh. 
quun \y khOng it ngu6l dA 
tiling « nOi tlfinjc mOt thi^l » fir 
ddt HA NOI. C6 nhang ICio 
anh tufrng nhu bAt Ivc- tru6o 
.' nh(tng kA khOng. ch|u hOi cAI. 
■ . Nhung-anhdA kiAn trl gAp g& 
. g^i lot tinh -cAm dft nguOl 
lohh trong 16ng ho* glitp h9 
. trfir l9i vfiri cuOc sdng luang 
thi$n. Trong dOi c6 CHu XuAn- 
• TAc lA mOI thanh niAn mfiri 
\dn', . TAc can tOI trOm cAp 
, nhiAu lAn, duoc dua lAn trpi. 
nTAc $9 IC> vi^c cuflc dAt dSn 
. lAm c6 rou. KhOng ch}u duac 
nhung kh6 JchAn vd^lnh hoi.it. 
. TAc dA nhieu lAn bAn v6rl 
: Cufirbg llm cAch lr6n trpl. 
BiSt du^c y dinh d6 cvta 
TAc. anh dA nhidu Ifin khuyCn * 
TAc yCn lAm col too. Nhung 
TAc ngoon c6 khOng nhOn, cho 
a6n mOt hOm ra ddng lutn^ 
TAc dA Igr« dung ch6 r$m rap 
* dA lAn trdn. Do linh thfin 
conh giac ccro, n6n khi viro 
lUay mil hut b6ng TAc, anh 
dft phAl hiCn vA truy tim 
lJ^nc •iur'c. Nhunc khOnc vi 



thA'mA anh thAnh ■ kidn V4>t 
TAc. TrAi lot anh cAng gAn 
gQi tim hiAu them hoAn cAnh 
gia blnh cua TAc. 

. (Xem tUp trang3) 



* Anh dir6l^i Buhi sink hoat 
vdn h^a cua cac ^ chiin si 
c6ng an trqi cat tao Tan 

' Up. . 

: . . Anh : MAI NAM 



Tinh d6n ngAy 23-10>5M. nhA mAy ^jr::rhAnh COnR 
(thAnh phd H6 CM Minh) WhvhoAn tliAfrrrvu<7l muc kC 
h09ch NhA nu6c nflm I982, d^^«l»^3.4U1.033 m6l val. 
vuot kA hOQch dv dinh 104 ph&iO<VAm. Han 2 IhAng cuCi 
nam c6n l^i nhA m'Ay nhA>^t theThNjOO.OOO mAt vAl nOa. 

Trong Phong trAo th^Oua sOl nAl <9vtfh4.n)Ay. c6 20 doAn 
vien vA thanh nieiv>*loAn thAnh vugrt Nquc JtA hooch tu 2 
thAngtr^ lAn.pAc doAn viAn (Anh. lix TuAl^imng phAI) : 
LA Thl BapK^uO, Pham Th| HoAng. HuynTK™ LAo, LA 
Th| iTnhang chlAn si thl dua ciia nhA mff%j3A vuoi 
k6 hooch 2 IhAng 13 ngAy dAn 3 thAng 5 ngAy ^ 




CONG VieC TH AM LANG 



{Tlip theo tr»nK 1) 

giua anh vA Tic Mxtng ci>n ]^ 
kdio&ng .o4ch xa vdri nua. • Tac 
6i chiu nghe theo Uri anh vA <14 

Cang tu (16 Tac c6 nhrtu bl«n 
ohuyfen t^t vA <li tr* thAnh mOt 
tr^l vl6n khA trong flOU 

Cung c6 khl anh g$P nhOrog 
trvremg hgp th^t kho xi> nhimg 
anh xix \y khio l6o nh\j iruirng h^P 
Phan Vfin Thin. Thin cung can t$i 
trftm cSp. VAo tr?l Thin khdnis 
chiu cAi Wo. d^ic bl^t Thin rAt 
lirdri lao dOng Mi r&i thu do^n. 
Nhifeu h6m vira xu6ng rupn? 
da kcu <!au bving. Anh phAl glAl 
quy^t cho Thin- ngbl Ul chO. 
Nhung anh co\ nhir khong W« 
Thin 6m vb, anh An cSn Ml tJiAm 
bfnh tlnh. h6i Thin c6 cAn thuSc 



gi khong. VA nhifeu Iftn nhAc nh«r 
Thin thAy ro trach nhi?m cua 
minh. Thin mu6n cAl t?o tOt. mu6n 
chdng duvc trfir vfe v^Jri gia dlnh 
thl phAi Uch cvc lao fl^ng. Thin 
thAy can bO kh6ng xa lAnh^ mlnh, - 
lai c6n <3l«n hil han khuycn nhu 
K«n' din dAn tlch ci/c lao dOn«. 
. C6 bi^t bao chuy#n tirorng ixx nhu 
th6 d4 xAy ra.fr d^i anh quAn ly.. 
nhung ch«y«n cv thfe Ay dA g6p 
thfem vAo klnh nghi?m giAo due 
nhirng lAm Idl. 

Khl c6 gia dlnh trfi vicn cua 
d^i anh len thAm ngirfrl thAn, 
anh gAP *rao d6i bAn v6l gia 
dinh dOng yi6n ngvrW thAn ykn. 
tAra. cAl t^a Cung c6n gia dlnh 
CO vi^c lAm chua t6t Chftng h^n 
m? cua Nguyfin VAn Oubng Icn 
thAm con, da tlm, cAch g$p rieng 
anh Ung quA'vA ydu cAu anh cAn 



gl thl gia dinh sAn sang giup d&. | 

Anh ki6n quy<ft Xit chdi vA nhAc i 

nh6 tr^l v«n kh6ng duflrc de gia i 

dlnh lAm vi?c dd. Chinh tCr nhung : 

hAnh d^ng thAng thAn Ay mk trai : 

vi6n trong d^l cAng quy phyc anh ■ 

^^NhlSu tr?a vlAn trong d^i anj^ i 
quAn ly do cAl t^o t6t, dugc trfr i 
vi v6i gia dlnh dA *vl6t thir thAm 
h6i cAm an anh. Anh tAm sv: 
«Hq lA nhung nguW lAm Idl, nhung 
khdng vl tOl 161 cOa ho mA xa lanh 
thii gh*t hp. Ngugc lai pbAi gAn 
gQl d^ng viAn hp. Mufln cim hoa. 
thuy^t phyc hp khdng cd bl quyft 
nAo khAc ngoAi tlnh thuoVig. . Phii 
thuong ycu gAn gui hp» giup hp 
\'\jiA qua dupe nhung mAc cam 
m lAL dfe trfr thAnh nguM luang 
thicn...'*. \ 

Nhung ai b tr^i nAy dA vA dang 
dupe anh giAo dvc hAn khdng the 
quen anh-Nguy«n TTung ThAnh, 
SAn bd quin giAo phAn tr^l K5 tr^l 
TAn T.^n. • ' • 

Chu Thuy Hoa. 



uuang, blthuDoAn phuimg 19; ndi — M&l nAny 
clSng tdi md vAi dpt hpc cho nhung an^ 

chiXm nay. CAn bd Dc^ ^^"'^''^^^iiJSki 
vdi Sng an. phvi nu. chinh quyin giW^g»Al 
dio ISh chi cm biftu rd cAc chu Vutmg. 
SinhilHh phAp luAt eiia NhA ni^jf * 
hlnb nhi|\vM cua dib P^«?"« 
; cue nguw\hanh nicn hl^ nay/LAm t^i 
! Ad. rauV quAn ly. i? 
: bi€n ctia mdi Xjudri; *nh J^i?**?.**^ 
I mAc cAm lA ngSd bi cAl t*o,/o dd c6 gAng 
: ulp thu vA tifnV Nhung >5.u U.^^^ c^^^ 

i tdi kite tri ^ L^t^t 

I vide hpc. Chung tdl htoig/ho hp rtumg vi^c 
i IaS .tSy theo khA nAnSf^a mdi Jhu 
1 g^ thi^u vAo lAin d cA^W tAcjcA. t^^^ 
S hoAc di hpc nghfe. VdlTthS^trA* nW^^^ 
= ^wT thuong. Chung yn cd giKg 1 Am chf aim 

i dip eda hp. giup/ddr hp tr^ CKAnh nhung 
rthanh nlAn tAt/ ^^^^^y 



lAI CHO OUHG 



'Clup Ngh$ 
Phoiig sd 48 
d/cdt 3. 



14 xin dpc 



bAo TiJEn 
t 6-12-1982 

! thj 



gop 



Ku (Gia Lai— Kon. Tum) 
23.000 ddng tlfen .m»tjfc 



?A •9Jl !Q«n rtip Su<?n3 uoi^ 

III! i mi'ii int iTT-r "PP ^^"^ "^""P 
- ii ni n rirtr Tl "^'t n""'— " 



yu^p >yq . ._ 
•Xox Biqd ujji aupqa Mueyu 
aui na ipp IMM f«9 J*«P«CI 

Si'p/^p cnb Affiu IV"* 19«»t91 
-i5t ^O"' "fg -"^T ^""^ "ft*- 
:tuBA 111 irn?7lifr[" pi "ur 



jdui Jj> iea» auRqa OZl 
U9IX-OJ-O.T. iej-»x una ipp 



^^ ui 

•up[ X^l UJfip 

anb o^ip lyq 'oca iQp n^iqu 
cnb uaXnx t^qd <>^ nna 3u9 
- iiuyiiU W A^k^ B* ^' M"l'l 
o ty y a w » » ni 9 fli ^ m g«gT ^?Md 



auj 9upnp ujXn^ u^o% u^aj, 
■3uidnqu upqu gupuM U90^ nga. 
t%s yA iuiinm ind 4p ub8 iif 

- inn inp r pP ^ptu^ ^'^^ ?l 

ioN 'mn ujfp Juy iiu^np ijp™ 

ufq MDin aunx uaiii 
^Su^a enD r"" 



3unx rtp 3UOJI u?iu quem 
uj?4i !FH T?P '»VP 



v'p.\ uipa u^s-m tq ^IM* 
^fe'of au?u '^BOi auBq 'enb 



lo; Suntp 'u?oa ubo\ bhd • ^ ^-^ ana quiiui 

^u!^ 1JU1 Dpno 3uoJ^ aunqu gino oAV \ii^n^^V 

WP Ba OMD . 3S W. |UW nV ngip V XVX 3«^«Md 

'leui-m-uw-ii Avui vu« * T('i»u nm m Mm^ri 

3up 8ui?np IBP »AiA oqj upi- ^mm|Li jjuiiu jyj yiTO Supnii^ 

Vuu-* illilJl ll!/" "kU-n" uutq J?q ugnq Aq UBnb 
..-W SunqD m "i^ 2?5 u^Su WMt ^upp 'PX 

9S uj?u ur?u HJKUU j*^ auuJi ,m 03 3u/?n> ur.3 

•10^ aunip d9t-o?AX 0» uVt ©VP ^^i*** 




mi mu m u\ im 



'Trong Dghy liOm nay; 
Ih tOI Aft. gOp anh la hoi lAn. 
Ldn dftu.liicd&nR Chi Nguyen. 
cAn l>0 Phv tr6ch hoc tOp 
cua trol. <lira chung tOl Hi 
thnm khu si^n xuAt ciio trpi 
virn.Ld lb trifdng id s&n xiidt 
OtS mOc» dd r£n, enh to. D&o 
TuAn Dung, trqi vlfin, gia 
(Ilnh ^ de La Th&nh, fi\<ri 
thiOu v6i Chung 101 nhi^ng 
«An ph&m cuo l6 anh. D6 i& 
nlitrng con dao. nhi^ng lu&l 
Jicm du7c dung cho trpl vifin 
lAm ruOng. Vd ifin thu haU 



chinli l&.gi^ o&y-. anh dang 
ngAi tnrdc m9t tOi. 

Dfiy Ih mOt thanh nifin hai 
muoi i&m tu6i. dd mOt vgr 
hot con. bi bM mfiy l5n. 
l&n cu6i cQng \h trbng mOl 
:trtf6ng hgrp buOn' b5n hang 
gion l^n: 

CuOc d<yi htr .hong cua anh 
b^t diu iit nflm mu^i 1dm 
tudi, khi dl S9 t^n or Thanh 
Oai, HA Tfly; 16 nhang nghy . 
trdn hoc dl ddnh 6&o An tiSn. 
DAng ti^n, n^ay iir tflm b6. . 
dfl th&nh ma ivc dfll v^l 
OOng. DQng n6\ ddl b6, xin 
tidn.MQt nh6m b^n bd x/iu gAn 
v6l DOng nhu hinh v*i b6ng. 
Hdt sM phot nhau.loi k6onhiui 
sA vAo hAng quAn. MOt chftn 
nir6c. mOt di^u thuOc. mQl 
cAi kco... d&n dAn dA ird 
thAnh nhu cAu, n^0tHh6i quen 
khOng thA.thi^u vA nh^ng 
nhu cau nAy mAi ngAy mAi 
phuc top horn: 06ng. phAi 
mOt tAch cA phA; hut. phAi 
mOt diAu thuOc dAu toe. rdi 
.' mOt chlAc bAnh ngot dAt tiln. 
rOl lol cAn nhOng kAu got cua 



Ih*! trang... TiSn. tiAn, luc 
nAo DOn« cOng cAn tIAn. 

Sou lAn b| torn giam fir quAn 
cOng -un Ddng Da (luc bAy 
gid con gpi lA khu cOng an) 
mOl tuan. DQng loi cnng mOt 
luu manh khAc lA San. danh 
cdp mOtvi liAn irAn tAudi^n... 

Ba nam cai too^ troi T.K. 
dA phAn nAo Ihirc tinh 0Ong. 
Tror vA, anh xlii vAo lAm hO'P 
dong cho xuang phim truy^n 
r6i di hoc Trudrng cAng nhAn 
thuAt sA 4. Ra truing, 
vorl Chung chl th^ bAc hai, 
DQng di lAm trong sAn bay 
Boch Mai. ThAri gian nAy. 
nnh Ifiy vo', sinh con. cuOc 
sAng torn An. Nhung rAI dOng 
ti&n. iQi van lA dOng tidn, 
kAo anh ra khAi cuOc sAng 
vcn An *dd; Lfin nAy . khOng 
danh AAomA lA «dAnh...qua». 
la phe phAy dAng hd. thuAc 
la ngool... OQng la cA Ar ch^ 
GiAm. 6 khu ga. lAn lOt mua 
di bAn lot. DQng xuAng' chg 
Tr*i, DOng lAn DAng XuAn vA 
ihdn thiAt vtfi .nhung tAn 
cung «hOi» nhu tAn TuAn, ten 



CuArng. C6 tiAn, Ipi An uAng. 
Ivi niua lAm. CAng tiAu liAn . 
lOi cAng thAm kh At dAng- tiAn. 
DOng tiAn vA mot khAt khao 
huAng loc dfi^ kAo nhdng con 

; thiAu thAn nAy dl kiAm. di 
lung bAng duorc du mot thir 
hung gian lAu... 

Thua . cAn bO. lA* hi 

bAt ngdy l-8-}4>R0 (Ac dnne 

' giAng CO mua bAn fir dAu pli6 
332 gAn ga Hang Co mOt sA 
lip xe dop vA duo^c tAP irung 

. lAn^'dAy lit ngay l7-9.in»0... 
. Anh ta kA v^i chung lOi 
cuAc sdng fir iroi.kA vA nh&ng 
nguAri cAn bO quAn giAo da 
kiAn tri han^ hai nflm nay 
giup anh irfir vA v6i cu^c 
sdng Jao dOng - 

— ...NhOng ngAy lhang dfiu, 
tAi cAm thAy bi xa thO AA. b) 
hAt buOc lao dOng lA dAy doa. 

' TOicAm glAntAt cA moi nguAi. 
Nhung rAI ngAy mOi ngAy 
hai, bAng IhAI dO kiAn quyAt. 

. bftng nhOng lArf doy 
khiiyAD Dhu chAn tinh. bAng 
ngay cuOc sAng lhanh dom 
nhung ^rong sAng yA vul luai 
cuo mlnh, cAc cAn bO quan 
giAo dA glAp tOI thAy dugc 

. sAu sAc nh&ng diAu truAc dAy 
tOi chua hA nghl tfirl... TAi dA 
tAp duge thAl quen yAu lao 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0209 90 

/*»««««««»«» THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE »«»»«***»»»»/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0209 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN 
SUBCAMP K-1, TAN LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN 1977 AND 198P 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



770000-800000. 



SOURCE: ^ ^ SOURCE IS AN ODP 

BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 
FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-1, TAN LAP 
VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7700 - 8000. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS. NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE ONLY KNEW THAT THE TAN LAP 
CAMP WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE AND THAT IT TOOK ABOUT 
THREE HOURS BY VEHICLE TO REACH THE AM THUONG TRAIN 
STATION. 

2. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM HAD SIX SUBCAMPS 
DESIGNATED K-1 THROUGH K-6. K-6 HELD SOME FORMER RVN 
COMMANDOS (BIET KICK). ACCORDING TO CAMP RUMOR, K-1 AND 
K-2 FORMERLY HELD DEPENDENTS OF THOSE WHO COLLABORATED 
WITH THE FRENCH AND EVEN SOME FRENCH OFFICERS. THERE 
WERE MUONG, NUNC AND HMONG ETHNIC MINORITIES LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF K-2 AND K-i|. THE VIETNAMESE LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF TAN LAP WERE PREDOMINATELY CATHOLIC. ALL 
SERIOUS MEDICAL CASES WERE SEEN AT THE DISPENSARY IN K-5. 

3. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
SOURCE WAS EMPHATIC THAT DUE TO THE ABILITY OF THE 
INMATES TO COMMUNICATE AMONG THEMSELVES, THE FACT THAT 
THEY WERE TRANSFERRED AMONG THE SUBCAMPS, AND THE FACT 
THERE APPEARED TO BE NO "SECRET" DETENTION FACILITY 
THERE, SOURCE WAS CONFIDENT THERE WAS NO AMERICAN HELD IN 
TAN LAP WHILE HE (SOURCE) WAS THERE OR HE WOULD HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT IT. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS GENERALLY NONCOMMUNICATIVE 

AND DECLINED TO FILL OUT A QUESTIONNAIRE. THE ABOVE 
INFORMATION IS ALL THAT RO COULD ELICIT FROM SOURCE ON 
TAN LAP. 



DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/ PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES- 
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PAGE: 0027 

ENVhiLUFK ^. 

CDSN = LGX932 MCM = 90022/06194 TOR = 900220902 

HEADER .\ , 

R 220902Z JAN 90 \J C)w^ 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC Y 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC ( \\^ 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC "A ^ A O"^ 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC ^ , U ' ' 

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC ( ) 0-^ ' 

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS ROLLING AFB DC ^ 

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC" 

RUE ALGX /SAFE 

R 220857Z JAN 90 

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA // 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA // 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA // 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 03974 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 



SERIAL; IIR 6 024 0210 90 



/»«««««»»««« THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE »«»«**»»*»»»/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0210 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN SEP 77 AND FEB 82 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
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DOI: 



770900-820200. 



SOURCE: /SOURCE IS AM 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7709 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE REEDUCATION CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. FROM K-5 IT WAS EIGHT HOURS WALK TO 
BEN NGOC (A LANDING ON THE SONG HONG). FROM BEN NGOC IT 
WAS FOUR HOURS FURTHER TO THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUB-CAMPS KNOWN AS K-1 THROUGH K-5. K-1 AND K-5 
WERE BUILT BY THE FRENCH AND WERE THE MOST SECURE. THE 
OTHER SUB-CAMPS WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 TO ACCOMMODATE 
FORMER RVN OFFICIALS. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE ADMINISTERING 
AND GUARDING THE CAMP WERE UNRECALLED. TOTAL POPULATION 
OF K-1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. NEARLY ALL OF 
SOURCE'S INCARCERATION AT TAN LAP WAS SPENT IN SUB-CAMP 
K-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTIONS BELOW WILL REFER TO K-1 
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. THE COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE 
ABOUT 200 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A FIVE 
METER HIGH BRICK WALL. INSIDE THIS WALL WERE TWO 
SEPARATE WIDE COILS OF BARBED WIRE. THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEST WALL. THE SOUTHERN 
HALF OF THE COMPOUND CONTAINED SEVERAL ROWS OF DETENTION 
HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIMENSION. THE FIRST TWO 
ROWS OF DETENTION HOUSES ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERING THE 
MAIN GATE WERE MADE OF BRICK WITH CORRUGATED METAL 
ROOFING. THESE TWO WERE REFERRED TO AS THE SPECIAL 
DETENTION HOUSES. THEY WERE USED PRIMARILY TO HOLD THOSE 
CONSIDERED MOST DANGEROUS TO THE COMMUNISTS RATHER THAN 
BEING USED PRIMARILY AS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION. THOSE 
HELD IN THIS AREA WERE CHAPLAINS, MILITARY SECURITY 
SERVICE. AND INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE REMAINDER OF 



THE DETENTION HOUSE WERE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 19f5 OF WATTLE j 
WITH THATCHED ROOFS. THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE COMPOUND i 
WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINING THE MEETING 
HOUSE, ASSEMBLY FIELD, DISPENSARY, CADRE ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDINGS, GREEN VEGETABLE GARDEN AND WATER CISTERN. THE 
TWO ROWS OF SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES WERE SEPARATED FROM 
THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSES BY A FENCE. ALL THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE IN TURN FENCED OFF FROM THE ADMIN COMPOUND. 
THERE WAS A GATE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH FENCE OF THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS FROM THE ADMIN 
COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
REGULAR DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS INTO THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION AREA. 

H. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN MAKING BRICKS, COOKING, AND DOING BLACKSMITH AND 
CARPENTRY CHORES. THOSE INMATES IN THE SPECIAL DETENTION 
AREA WERE ASSIGNED LABOR DUTIES INSIDE THE MAIN COMPOUND. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE 
0600 EAT BREAKFAST ' 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS, 
COMMENCE LABOR 

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
1600 RETURN TO CAMP 
1700 EAT SUPPER 

1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. NINETY PERCENT OF THE 
INMATES WERE FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS. THE REMAINDER WERE 
FORMER NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS, RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES 
AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THE FOLLOWING OTHER INMATES WERE 
RECALLED— 

- COL LE DINH LUAN, COMMANDER UNIT 101 

- COL DUONG KY, DIRECTOR PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS 

- COL PHAN PHAT HUONG, DIRECTOR CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS 
INMATES WORE DARK GREY OR DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 
MADE OF "NAM DINH" CLOTH. 

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN , 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION: 
SOURCE WAS CERTAIN THERE WERE NO AMERICANS HELD IN K-1 , 
TAN LAP DURING HIS STAY THERE. EVEN THOUGH THOSE IN THE 



SPECIAL DETENTION AREA WERE GENERALLY SEPARATED FROM THE 
REST, INMATES IN BOTH SECTIONS HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO TALK 
AMONG THEMSELVES. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 



ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/ PW-MI A; 2 ENCLOSURES. 

1. MEMORY DRAWING . , 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH , 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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ENVELOPE „ « 

CDSM = LGX483 MCN = 89313/12713 TOR = 893130803 



HEADER 

R 090802Z NOV 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS ROLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 090755Z NOV 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD- ISA/PW-MI A// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC. 

RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 

RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 

BT 

CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 62772 




THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0116 90 

/«»»»»*»*««» THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE »**»«**»»«»*/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0116 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K1, 
TAN LAP, VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN APR AND OCT 
1977 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: " 770400 - 771000. 



SOURCE: SOURCE IS AN 

ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE Kl TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM APR TO OCT 77. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE Kl TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 



TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE Kl TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS— 
VJ8678// MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48- 
10 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SIX SUBCAMPS NUMBERED Kl TO K6. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR . THERE WERE ABOUT 40 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP . POPULATION OF THE 
CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 4,000 INMATES. 



3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE Kl TAN LAP 

COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 100 METERS ON A SIDE. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL WITH 
A 1.5 METER BARBED WIRE STEEL POST EXTENSION ON TOP. THE 
MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAST WALL. 
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. AFTER 
ENTERING THE GATE, ONE FOUND THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND 
TO BE A SPACIOUS ASSEMBLY FIELD. A 15 BY 20 METER 
MEETING ROOM MADE OF WOOD WITH A THATCHED ROOF WAS 
LOCATED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND. IN THE MIDDLE, 
CLOSE TO THE WEST WALL, WAS THE DISPENSARY AND THE 
CRIMINAL INMATE KITCHEN. IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED 10-12 DETENTION HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE ROOFS. ABOUT 8 BY 20 
METERS IN DIMENSIONS, THE DETENTION HOUSES ACCOMMODATED 
ABOUT 200 INMATES EACH. INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT 
WERE TWO SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES THAT COULD HOLD 10 
PRISONERS IN EACH HOUSE. OUTSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE 
SEVERAL OTHER STRUCTURES THAT SERVED AS THE FAMILY 



o 



PAGE: 0032 

VISITATION HOUSE, CAMP ADMIN OFFICES, AND SECURITY 
OFFICE. MOST OF THE ADMIN BUILDINGS WERE OF BRICK WITH 
TILE ROOFS. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PRISON WAS BUILT 
SpMETIIffi IN THE 1960'S. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. UNITS WERE FURTHER DIVIDED INTO 
TEAMS OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. WORK ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
BY UNIT OR TEAMS DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS. 

SCHEDULE. 

WAKE UP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE, MUSTER, 
EAT 

LABOR DUTIES 

RETURN TO CAMP , EAT, REST 
CONTINUE WORK 

STOP WORK, EAT DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 
SESSIONS, PLAN NEXT DAY'S WORK 
SLEEP 



6. 




0600 - 


0700 


0700 - 


1130 


1130 - 


1300 


1300 - 


1700 


1730 - 


1930 


2100 





7. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE ESTIMATED TO 
BE NEARLY 4,000 INMATES, MOSTLY MILITARY OR CIVILIAN 
OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER REGIME. OVER 200 OF THE 
POPULATION WERE NO^TH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. SOURCE 
RECALLED COL TO VAN VAN 60 YOA A FORMER PROVINCE CHIEF, 
COL DANG VAN SON, 65 YOA, CHIEF OF G-5, JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF (DIED IN CAMP), AND NATL POLICE CAPT LAI VAN LAM, 
47 YOA, NATL POLICE COMMANDER AT SONG PHA TO BE 
PERSONALITIES AMONG THE INMATE POPULATION. 

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 
ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. DUE TO HIS RELATIVELY 
SHORT STAY IN K1, SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO DRAW A SKETCH OF 
THIS COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HE PROVIDED ON SUBCAMP K5 
IS THE SUBJECT OF IIR 6 024 0120 90. 



PAGE: 0020 



ENVELOPE 

CDSN = LGX633 MCN = 90023/13805 TOR = 900230926 



HEADER 

R 230926Z JAN 90 



RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 

RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 23O905Z JAN 90 

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH// PW-MIA // 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/ PW-MIA // 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS- PW-MIA // 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/. 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 

CONTROLS 



/«»**«««»«*#. THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ***»»»»«»««»/ 
BODY 

COUNTRY: - VIETNAM (VM) 



FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 




SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04295 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 



SERIAL: 



IIR 6 024 0214 90 



SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0214 90/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-2 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 1978 AND DEC 80 



PAGE: 0021 



DOI: 780000-801200. 



source: v-^^ . SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFIGIARYiJUNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVITMA^JGR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-2 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 1978 UNTIL DEC 80. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO PLACE THE 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION EXCEPT THAT K-2 LAY ON A STREAM THAT 
EMPTIED INTO THE RED RIVER, AND WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. 
SOURCE COMMENTED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF ETHNIC 
MUONG, NUNC AND MEO PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA. THE 
ETHNIC VIETNAMESE WERE PRIMARILY CATHOLICS. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) UNDER 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. SUBCAMP K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY 
PSS 1LT NGUYEN VAN NAM. THE EDUCATIONAL CADRE WAS PSS 
SGT ((LNU)) QUANG. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF K-2 
WAS APPROXIMATELY 700 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-2 COMPOUND 
FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. ABOUT 
THREE METERS AWAY FROM THE BAMBOO FENCE, INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND, WERE COILS OF CONCERTINA WHICH FORMED AN INNER 
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. 

"ENTERING THE MAIM GATE THERE WERE THREE LONG DETENTION 
HOUSES TO THE RIGHT AND TWO TO THE LEFT. THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE ABOUT 5 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND MADE OF 
WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFING. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND WERE A DISPENSARY, MEETING HOUSE, 
WATER CISTERN AND A DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE. 
SUBCAMP ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES, CADRE HOUSING, FAMILY 
VISITATION HOUSE, AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE 
LOCATED OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND. 

1|. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 

INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 



PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 
ALSO WERE IMQLVEP_IN .KITi:iffiN .A^^ SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530" AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, BREAKFAST. 

0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 

0700 COMMENCE LABOR 

1200 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 

1400 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 

1900 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 

2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL 
POLICE OFFICERS ACCOUNTED FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE 
INMATES. THERE WERE A FEW FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS AND 
RELIGIOUS PERSONALTIES AS WELL AS COMMON CRIMINALS. 
INMATES IN TAN LAP WORE DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 
WITH THE SUBCAMP NUMBER STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING ON 
THE BACKS OF THE SHIRTS. 

7. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS,, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 



DISSEM: - FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA 
DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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R 140341Z OCT 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 140241Z OCT 87 ^ 
FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUMJFS/AMEHBASSY VIENTIANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT 

SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

3562 OCT 87 

SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
PRISONERS PREVIOUSLY HELD IN SON LA 

1. SOURCE: 

A. NAME: SC 

B. DOB: c: p) 

C. FOB: ^-"^ 

D. FORMER POSITION: LTC ARVN, 

E. PRESENT LOCATION: C?";^ 

F. IDENTIFICATION DATA: 

G. DATE OF INFORMATION: 1977 

H. MAP USED: SHEETS 5951-1, 5951-4; SERIES 

L7014 

I. DATE OF INTERVIEW: 16 SEP 87 

J. NAME OF INTERVIEWER: MR. G.E. BELL, GS-13, 

DOD 

2. SUMMARY: SOURCE, A 53 YOA MALE VM REFUGEE 
FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO THE RVNAF JGS J3, PROVIDED 
FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATION OF 
WRITING ON A PRISON WALL WHICH HE BELIEVES WAS MADE BY 
FOREIGN PRISONERS IN MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP SON LA 
PROVINCE. END SUMMARY. ' 



3 INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME 

DURING EARLY 1977, WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN 
MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP, SON LA PROVINCE, HE OBSERVED 
EX)REIGN WRITING CARVED INTO A WALL. SOURCE STATED THAT 
SINCE SOME OF THE WRITING WAS OBVIOUSLY ENGLISH HE 
BELIEVED THAT U.S. POWS HAD BEEN HELD THERE PREVIOUSLY. 
SOURCE STATED THAT THE WRITING CONSISTED OF WHAT 
APPEARED TO HIM TO BE PERSONAL NAMES OF FORMER INMATES. 
SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL ANY OF THE NAMES WRITTEN 
ON THE WALL, SOURCE OPINED THAT THE NAMES HE SAW CARVED 
INTO THE WALL WERE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND 
FRENCH. SOURCE BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THE NAMES WERE 
THOSE OF FORMER THAI INMATES BUT THE NAMES WERE WRITTEN 
WITH ROMANIZED LETTERS RATHER THAN SANSKRIT , SOURCE SAW 
THE NAMES CARVED INTO A WALL OF A MASONRY/ROCK BUILDING 
OF SUB CAMP (PHAN TRAI) THREE OF MUONG THAI CAMP. 

4. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE ROUTE TAKEN BY HIM TO 
MUONG THAI CAMP AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE YEN BAI TRAIN 
STATION FOLLOW ROUTE 13A TO THE SONG DA RIVER FERRY 
CROSSING. AFTER CROSSING THE FERRY GO ACROSS NGHIA LO 
PROVINCE THROUGH DEO LUNG LO PASS TO THE MUONG COI ROAD 
JUNCTION. CONTINUE ON TO THE PHU YEN ROAD JUNCTION AND 
FROM THAT ROAD JUNCTION PROCEED STRAIGHT FOR THREE MORE 
KILOMETERS TO MUONG THAI CAMP (MWONGF THAIR) . 

5. 'SOURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE CAMP 
HE AND OTHER INMATES WERE ISSUED TWO PRISON UNIFORMS 

" EACH. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 
ISSUED DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS WHICH WERE CALLED 
"TU BINH A" (ASIAN POWS) UNIFORMS. THE ASIAN TYPE 
UNIFORMS WERE MADE FROM COTTON CLOTH AND WERE LOCALLY 
SEWN IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE ASIAN UNIFORMS HAD A 10 
CENTIMETER WIDE VERTICAL WHITE STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN DOWN 
THE BACK OF THE SHIRT AND A FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE 
VERTICAL STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN ON THE OUTSIDE OF EACH 
TROUSER LEG. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES WERE ISSUED 
ANOTHER TYPE OF UNIFORM WHICH WAS CALLED "TU BINH AU" 
(EUROPEAN/WESTERN POWS). THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WERE ALSO MADE OF COTTON BUT ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS 
WERE SEWN IN THE PRC. THE EUROPEAN UNIFORMS WERE A 
LIGHT BURGUNDY COLOR WITH FOUR TO FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE, 
VERTICAL STRIPES WHICH WERE DARK BURGUNDY IN COLOR- THE 
DARK BURGUNDY STRIPES WERE ACTUALLY WEAVED INTO THE 
CLOTH AT THE TIME OF MANUFACTURE RATHER THAN SEWN ON 
LATER. THE CLOTH USED FOR THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WAS OF NOTICEABLY BETTER QUALITY THAN THE CLOTH USED FOR 
THE ASIAN UNIFORMS. ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS THE 
EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ISSUED TO 
ALLIED (DONG MINH) POWS. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE 
NATIONALITIES OF THE "ALLIED" POWS BUT SPECULATED THAT 
SOME OF THEM WERE AMERICAN PILOTS. SOURCE BASED HIS 
SPECULATION ON THE FACT THAT THE UNIFORMS WERE IN NEW 
CONDITION. SOURCE ADDED THAT IF THE UNIFORMS HAD BEEN 



USED FOR DIEN BIEN PHU ERA "ALLIED" POWS THEY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN OVER 20 YEARS OLD AND NOT IN SUCH GOOD CONDITION. 
BT 

#5206 
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R 140341Z OCT 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INTO RUEADVID/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 140241Z OCT 87. 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUHJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 

BT ' 

EZl * 

SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

3562 OCT 87 

SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
ALTHOUGH SOURCE BELIEVED THAT AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN HELD IN THE CAMP, HE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT 
AMERICANS BEING HELD THERE. EXCEPT FOR THE WRITING 
CARVED INTO THE WALL OF THE BUILDING WHERE HE WAS HELD, 
SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, 
PERSONAL EFFECTS, OR DEBRIS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN LEFT 
BEHIND BY ANY AM RICAN POWS. SOURCE DID OBSERVE ONE 
AIRCRAFT WING, APPROX SEVEN METERS IN LENGTH, WHICH WAS 
BEING USED AS A FOOT BRIDGE TO CROSS A STREAM APPROX TWO 
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE CAMP. SOURCE RECALLED THAT 
THE WING WAS SILVER/ALUMINUM IN COLOR. SOURCE RECALLED 
HAVING OBSERVED A WHITE STAR PAINTED ON THE WING BUT DID 
NOT RECALL ANY NUMBERS OR OTHER MARKINGS. SOURCE 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN SEVERAL BOMB CRATERS AROUND MUONG 
THAI CAMP AND SPECULATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WING HAD COME 
FROM THE WRECKAGE OF A U.S. AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD BEEN SHOT 
DOWN WHILE BOMBING THE AREA DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID 
NOT HEAR ANY DETAILS CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF THE 
AIRCRAFT OR THE FATE OF THE CREW. SOURCE DID HEAR FROM 
LOCALS (U/I) IN THE AREA THAT THE CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN USED AS A WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PLANT. SOURCE 



ASSUMED THAT THE AREA HAD THEREFORE BEEN AN IMPORTANT 
TARGET FOR U.S. AIRCRAFT. 

6 SOURCE RECALLED THAT MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP WA 

SUBORDINATE TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE CAMP WAS 
GUARDED/ADMINISTERED BY AN ARMED PAVN FORCE COMMANDED BY 
A PAVN SR CPT (NAME NOT RECALLED) VfflO WAS A NATIVE OF 
NORTHERN VIETNAM AND QUITE TALL FOR A VIETNAMKE. THE 
CAMP DID HAVE A LETTER BOX NUMBER (LBN) BUT SOURCE WAS 
NOT ABLE TO RECALL THE NUMBER. SOURCE VAGUELY RECALLED 
THAT THE NUMBER WAS PRECEDED BY THE LETTERS "NT." WHEN 
SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED IN THE AREA IN MID- 1976 HE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP SIX OF INTERCAMP TWO LOCATED NEAR THE MUONG COI 
ROAD JUNCTION ON. HIGHWAY 13- AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS 
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MUONG THAI CAMP WHICH ' 
CONSISTED OF SUB CAMPS ONE AND THREE. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP THREE ALONG WITH APPROX 500 OTHER INMATES WHO 
WERE FORMER. ARVN MILITARY OFFICERS WITH THE RANK OF LTC. 
SUB CAMP THREE WAS LOCATED ACROSS A SMALL HILL AND 
APPROX ONE KILOMETER FROM SUB CAMP ONE. SUB CAMP THREE 
HAD THREE MASONRY BUILDINGS WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT DURING 
THE FRENCH PERIOD. THE CAMP HAD SEVERAL THATCH 
BUILDINGS FOR CAMP CADRE WHICH WERE BUILT BY INMATES 
AFTER THEY ARRIVED IN THE AREA. THE CAMP HAD TWO 
KITCHENS FOR INMATES AND ONE FOR CADRE. A SMALL 
DISPENSARY WAS STAFFE$ BY INMATES WHO WERE FORMER ARVN 
' MEDICAL PERSONNEL INCLUDING DR (LTC) TON THAT TUNG. THE 
CAMP ALSO HAD A SPECIAL DETENTION AREA FOR THOSE WHO 
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE AND A BLACKSMITH SHOP FOR MAKING 
TOOLS SUCH AS SHOVELS AND HOES. THE CAMP ALSO HAD A 
BUILDING FOR RECEPTION OF VISITORS BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW 
ANY VISITORS WHO CAME TO THE CAMP. THE CAMP HAD A STOCK 
PEN FOR RAISING PIGS AND CATTLE AND ALSO A FISH RAISING 
POND INMATES WORKED PLANTING VEGETABLES, CUTTING 
TIMBERS, CUTTING BAMBOO, BUILDING/REPAIRING CADRE 
HOUSING, CARRYING WATER FOR VEGETABLE GARDENS, AND 
RAISING LIVESTOCK. WORK HOURS WERE FROM 0700 TO 1700 
HOURS WITH A NOONDAY REST FROM 1100 TO IMOO HOURS. 
INMATES' HOLIDAYS WERE 1 MAY (INTERNATIONAL LABOR DAY), 
2 SEPTEMBER (SRV NATIONAL DAY), 22 DECEMBER (PEOPLE'S 
ARMY ESTABLISHMENT DAY), AND THE LUNAR NEW YEAR (TET). 
SOME INMATES WHO SOURCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL INCLUDED 
FORMER ARVN INF LTC NGUYEN DUY HIEN, FORMER ARVN RANGER 
LTC DINH VAN MANG, FORMER MILITARY MEDICAL CORPS DR TON 
THAT TUNG, AND FORMER MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) 
LTC NGUYEN VIET TUU. 

7 SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE COMMUNIST 

AUTHORITIES ON 14 JUN 75- SOURCE WAS INITIALLY HELD IN 
LONG GIAO RE-ED CAMP AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL SOMETIME 
DURING LATE 1975 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN HIEP, 
BIEN HOA. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE WAS MOVED TO CAMP SIX, 



INTERCAMP TWO, SON LA. AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS SOURCE 
WAS MOVED TO CAMP THREE MUONG THAI. IN EARLY 1977 CAMP 
THREE HUONG THAI WAS MOVED APPROX 20 KM WEST TO MUONG 
LAN AND WAS THEN CALLED NEW CAMP THREE (THAI 3 MOI) 
MUONG LAM. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 1978 SOURCE WAS MOVED 
BT 
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R 140341Z OCT 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 14024 1Z OCT 87 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENT ANE 

RUMJUD/AMCOMSUL UDORN 

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 

BT 



SUBJ: JCRC RPl 87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
TO CAMP TWO SON LA AKA MUONG COI. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 
1979 (POSSIBLY MARCH) SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO SUB CAMP 
"B'« NAM HA, HA NAM NINH. IN DECEMBER 1980 SOURCE WAS 
AGAIN TRANSFERRED TO THU DUC AKA CAMP Z30D HAM TAN-THUAN 
HAI. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM RE-ED ON 18 JAN 82. 
SOURCE ESCAPED ON FOOT FROM GO DAU, TAY NINH ON 29 MAR 
87 AND ARRIVED AT THE THAI BORDER ON 8 APR 87. EXCEPT 
FOR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE SOURCE DID NOT 
OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN 
INDOCHINA. SOURCE GAVE A POSSIBLE FORWARDING ADDRESS 



SOURCE FORMERLY APPLIED FOR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM VIA 
THE ODP AND WAS ASSIGNED CASE NUMBER IV 038814 ON 13 OCT 
84. SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN AN EXIT PERMIT AND 
DECIDED TO ENTER THE REFUGEE STREAM DUE TO THE LONG 
WAIT. SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WITH GOOD 
DETAIL WILL BE FORWARDED TO CDR JCRC AND VO-PW 
SEPARATELY. 
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8. COMMENT: SOURCE RELATED HIS INFORMATION IN A 

LOGICAL MANNER WITH NO REQUESTS FOR REWARD OR 
ASSISTANCE. SOURCE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A RE-ED 
RELEASE PAPER INDICATING THAT HE WAS RELEASED FROM THU 
DUG RE-ED CAMP ON 18 JAN 82. SOURCE'S RELEASE PAPER WAS 
SIGNED BY DOAN MACH (DDOANF MACHJ). SOURCE CLAIMED TO 
HAVE ATTENDED THE ALLIED INFANTRY COMMAND OFFICER COURSE 
AND THE ALLIED INFANTRY MOTOR OFFICER COURSE AT FT 
BENNING, GA DURING 1957. SOURCE HAD A LETTER FROM FT 
ENNING VERIFYING HIS ATTENDANCE. SOURCE'S LETTER OF 
VERIFICATION WAS DATED 17 AUG 87. SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE 
A GRADUATE OF NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY CLASS 12. 
SOURCE IS LISTED ON PAGE 165 OF THE ARVN OFFICER'S 
REGISTER. 
BT 
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ROUTINE 

R 7in7ift7 FFR 88 

TO OIA//VO-PW/WICR TOURISCW 



ZYUW RUEAIIA7783 0550801 



SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP 



1 PER DISCUSSIONS WITH niA/Vft-PW AMAIY^IfJ BRANrH CHIFF 
WE ARE FORWARDING INFORMATinN /^/^T^t 

FROM PROBABLE FABRICATOR 

2 BEGINNING OF REPORT: SUMMARY: THREE TIHES-IN ABOUT 
JUNE 1985. JULY AND SEPTEMBER 1986. RESPECTIVELY-THREE OR FOUR 
PRISONERS WERE DROPPED OFF AT NIGHT IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT 
AREA or 20ME K-1 AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. YEN LAP DISTRICT. 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. THE PRISONERS. FEATURES NOT SEEN. WERE MUCH 
TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS. THEY WERE CONFINED TO A REMOTE 
SPECIAL DETENTION CELL IN K-1 THAT WAS NOT OTHERWISE USED. THE 
CHIEF MEDIC AT ZONE K-1 SAID THE PRISONERS WERE FOREIGNERS BUT 
DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTITY. WHILE THE 
SPECIAL PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 1985. MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED AND AN UNIDENTIFIED VICE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 

1985 THE CAMP HAD AN ADDITIONAL ZONE. ZONE K-2. ABOUT TWO 
KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE K-1. EIGHT KILOMETERS BEFORE 
ARRIVING AT K-1, THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES THAT FORMED THANH 
HA REEDUCATION CAMP. 

3 TEXT: THREE TIMES-IN ABOUT JUNE 1985. JULY AND 
SEPTEMBER 1986. RESPECTIVELY-A REMOTE CONFINEMENT CELL IN ZONE 
K-1 OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. YEN LAP DISTRICT. VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, WAS ORDERED CLEANED. A SOVIET "UWATT" AND A JAPANESE 
TOYOTA DROPPED OFF THREE OR FOUR PRISONERS IN THE SPECIAL 
CONFINEMENT AREA ONE OR TWO NIGHTS LATER. THE SUPERINTENDENT 
(6IAM THI). MANAGER (TRUC TRAI), AND PERSONNEL OFFICER OF ZONE 
\'\ ESCORTED THE PRISONERS TO THE CELL. EACH PRISONER CARRIED 
A FAIRLY BULKY BAG. ASSUMED TO CONTAIN CLOTHING AND SLEEPING 
GEAR. THE PRISONERS WERE MUCH TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS WHO 
CARRIED FLASHLIGHTS AND AN OIL LAMP. THE FEATURES OF THE 
PRISONERS, HOWEVER, COULD NOT BE SEEN, FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK 
SPECIAL FOOD WAS BROUGHT TWICE A DAY IN TWO COVERED 20-LITER 
CONTAINERS FROM OUTSIDE ZONE K-1 TO THE CELL WHEN THE OTHER 
CAMP DETAINEES WERE WORKING IN THE FIELDS. WHILE THE SPECIAL 
PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 1985. MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BO 
NOI VU-BNV) GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED IT AND AN UNIDENTIFIED 
VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 

1986 EACH TIME FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. ONE ADDITIONAL GUARD WAS 
POSTED IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT AREA FOR THE WHOLE WEEK. THE 
GUARDS WERE CHANGED EVERY TWO HOURS. 

4 DURING THE FOLLOWING DAYS. THE CHIEF HtOIC AT ZONE 
K-1, SECOND LIEUTENANT ^^^^ SAID THE PRISONERS WERE 
FOREIGNERS BUT DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDEfJTIT>. 

COMPLAINED THAT HE DID NOT LIKE THEIR BEING AT THE CAMP 
KLCAU'E IT REvJir-ED MORE WORk TO CARE FOR AND WATCH THEM. ON 
THESE OCCASIONS. a^A-^USUALLY ASKED FOR IMPORTED VITAMIN B-12, 
ANTIBIOTICS, SOMl OTHER MEDICINE AND CANNED MILK WHEN HE WENT 
TO THE PRISONERS' CELL. 

5 THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ABOUT SIX BY THREE 
METERS LARGE*: IT HAD A FIVE BY 2.2 BY 0.6 METERS CONCRETE 
PLATFORM AS A BED. IT DID NOT CONTAIN ANY FURNITURE OR OTHER 
ITEMS IT WAS CLEANED AND SPRAYED BEFORE EACH USE. THERE WAS 
ONE DOOR AT EACH OF THE DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE CORNERS. THE REAR 



ACTION DIA/SPEC(10) 



^OOR OPENED ONTO A TWO METER WIDE ENCLOSURE WHERE THERE WAS A 
^TER BASIN AND A LATRINE. CIGARETTE BUTTS IN THE CELL WERE OF 
A BETTER BRAND THAN THOSE USED BY CAMP CADRE. THE CEU WAS 
LOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ZONE K-1. IT WAS UNOCCUPIED 
AND REMAINED LOCKED AT ALL OTHER TIMES. 

6 NEXT TO THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ANOTHER CELL 
FOR UNDISCIPLINED PEOPLE OR THOSE SUSPECTED OF ATTEMPTING TO 
ESCAPE. THESE PEOPLE WERE CONFINED FOR A HAXIMUM OF SEVEH TO 
TEN DAYS. THERE WAS A THIRD CELL IN THE AREA USED TO OETAIM 
PRISONERS WHO WERE STRONG-ARM MEN OR FOREMEN OVER OTHER 
Ks THIS AREA. LIKE THE AREA OF THE OTHERclW DETAINMENT 
CELLS WAS SURROUNDED BY HIGH BRICK WALLS. EACHdiREA HAD ONE 
GATE OPENING INTO THE CENTRAL YARD OF THE CAHP.-^THERE WAS ONE 
GATE BETWEEN. THE TWO AREAS: 

S 7. THE CADRE OF K-1 INCLUDED: ./ ^^^^ 

A. (FNU) NAM, BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN. BORN ABOUT 1945 
IN HAI HUNG PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.65 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED 60 KILOGRAMS (KGS). HE OFTEN VEILED BUT WAS NOT 
BRUTAL HE WAS DEPUTY OF THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP BEFORE HIS 
ASSIGNMENT AS SUPERINTENDENT OF ZONE K-1 AT^N LAP. 

B. (FNU) CHI. NICKNAMED THE oU^WOMAN (BA GIA). BNV 
FIRST LltUTEKANT. CORN ABOUT 1952 IN NAM OINH, HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.62 METERS TALL AND WEIGHED 50 KGS. 

HE WAS THE K-1 PERSONNEL OFFICER. HE HAD A QUIET BUT SHREWD 
CHARACTER. 

C (FNU) N6UYET, BNV SECOND LIEUTENANT. BORN ABOUT 
1960 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.55 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED .17 KGS. HE HAD A BRUTAL AND CUNNING CHARACTER. 

. 0. CUOC. BORN ABOUT 1955 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
PRACTICED ACUPUNCTURE IN ADDITION TO GENERAL MEDICINE. ALL THE 
ABOVE CADRE ACCEPTED BRIBES. 

8. AS OF LATE 1986. ZONE K-1 ALSO HAD 16 
INSTRUCTORS/POLITICAL WARDENS AND 35 ARMED GUARDS TO CONTROL 
SOME 1.200 CRIMINALS FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOCKED AT NIGHT IN TWELVE 40 BY SIX BY FOUR METER BUILDINGS. 
IN LATE 1984 OR EARLY 1985 ALL PRISONERS FROM SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WERE MOVED FROM TAN LAP. REPORTEDLY TO NAM HA, HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. ONE OF THE LAST SOUTHERNERS TO GO WAS DOCTOR (FNU) 
HAN. BORN ABOUT 1933. HE HAD BEEN A MAJOR IN THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMY. 



MCN=88055/02713 



(H) , 
T0R=88O55/0759Z 



■I 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP 

9. TAN LAP CAMP IS ABOUT 30 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF AM 
THU0N6 TRAIN STATION. THE ONE BEFORE YEN BAI (VK 8799) WHEN 
COMING FROM HANOI. IT CONTAINED AN ADDITIONAL ZONE. ZONE K-2. 
ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE K-1. EIGHT KILOMETERS 
BEFORE ARRIVING AT K-1. THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES-K-3. K-4 
AND K-5--THAT FORMED THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP. DETAILS OF 
THOoE ZONLj WERE NOT KNJWN. PRISONER^ Al TAN LAP rRODdCEO 
RICE VEGETABLES. LUMBER. AND BRICKS AND UNDERWENT HARSH 
TREATMENT SIMILAR TO THAT AT ANY OTHER CAMP. 

10 ( COMMENT: THE REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT AFTER BEING 
SENT TO TAN LAP. HE BRIBED CHI AND CUOC MONTHLY ALONG WITH THE 
OTHER CADRE. IN RETURN HE WAS HADE A MEDICAL HELPER. WAS 
NOT FORCED TO WORK IN THE FIELDS AND LIVED IN THE DISPENSARY 
WHERE HE COULD OBSERVE THE ARRIVAL OF SPECIAL PRISONERS AT 
NIGHT. HE DID NOT KNOW HOW OR WHEN THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN 
AWAY.) 
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11. / COMMENT: .SnilRCE IS ' S BORN 
^r> HE WAS ARRESTED IN 1979 AND. 

1984 FOR ORGANIZING* THF OFPARTllflF OF REFUGEES. ONE OF HIS 
CO-ORGANIZERS WAS MA^^ AND THE CHILDREN OF $C 

LEFT VIETNAM AND RESETTLED IN SP THEY SENT GIFTS 

TO C<r WIFE WHO, IN TURN. GAVE THEM TO HIM TO BRIBE VARIOUS 
OFFICIALS. SO ESCAPED FROM TAN LAP. RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
AND ONE YEflM LATER LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER mi HF ARRIVED 
IN HONG KONG ON IS-O BOAT NUMBER STD REFUGEE 

NWtBER SO HEILING CHAU CAMP.) END OF REPORT, 

12. THE BIOGRAPHICS ON 5^1 IS AS FOLLOWS: SC. 
CLAIMED THAT AFTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL HE ENTERED THE 
CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS AND LATER BECAME A CONTRACTOR IN 1979 
HE CONSPIRED WITH SOME SIWO-VIETNAMESE. INCLUDING /l^ti^TO 
ORGANIZE THE FLOW OF REFUGEES TO HONG KONG. AFTER/MaHD 
CO'si CHILDREN LEFT. SC ^AS ARRESTED AND JAILED IN TRAN 
mi PKlSON. HAIPHONG CITY, HE OBTAINED HIS RELEASE THROUGH 
BRIBES. IN 1984 5C AGAIN ORGANIZED REFUGEE DEPARTURES. HE 
WAS ARRESTED AGAIN. itNTENCED TO FIVE YEARS HARD LABOR AND 
JAILED IN HOA 10 PRISON. HANOI. LATER HE WAS SENT TO K-1 AT 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. HIS WIFE. WHO REGULARLY RECEIVED 
GIFTS FROM THEIR CHILDREN IN GREAT BRITAIN, BRIBED MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR FIRST LIEUTENANTS CHI AND CUOC. A^ WELL AS OTHER TAN 
LAP CADRE, SO THAT SC. iOULD BE MADE A MEDICAL HELPER. AFTER 
18 MONTHS. HE WAS ALLUWtU TO WORK AND SPEND THE NIGHT OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP. HE THEN CULTIVATED GOOD RELATIONS WITH xjAHt WHO 
LIVED ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS FROM K-1 GATE. WITH ^^^.(T 
ASSISTANCE. HE MANAGED HIS ESCAPE AND RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
WHERE HE BRIBED PUBLIC SECURITY CADRE IN ORDER TO AVOID 
ARREST. HE LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 1987. HE ARRIVED HONG 
KONG ON 5 O BOAT NUMBER J> REFUGEE NUMBER 

13. SAID REF INFO CAN BE CHECKED WITH HOA AND CUOC 
IF SOMEONE WOULD TALK TO THEM IN' <ZC NAME. GIVING THEM 
SPECIAL GIFTS. THE BEST GIFT FOR CUOC WOULD BE A GOOD SET OF 
ACUPUNCTURE NEEDLES. .//V IS FROM A VIETNAMES E ETHNIC MINORITY 
GROUP. MARRIED WITH IWU lEENAGE CHILDREN. HIS OLD MOTHER AND 
HIS BROTHER LIVED WITH HIM. 

14. A MAP OF K-1 ZONE OF TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, DRAWN 
BY SC^ IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO US AND WE WILL FORWARD IT TO 
YOU WHEN RECEIVED. 



I 
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trc mang. da IrAng. mA lr?n. CAu h9C 
sinh I6p 10 nhln IhoAng b|6U In rul 
nghich. Dal tai phai cuo KhAnh dul 
mOllA IrAn (dj dec Ijhuyftn 7) Mq 
KhAnh lA mOt bAc si. cAn bO lA cAn b9 



dA vA huu. Chung I6i rauAn bl6t Khanh 
hhOn xAt nhu IhA nAo vA .cAl nal va • 
nh&ng nguori dang cAm. .gift anh. . • .. 

— Em iAn irel ihAng 5-1982. Vao 
troi. em duiyc hoc nOl quy. k^ lu^l cua 
tral. lAm bAn khal. nh&ng.ylCc xAu. 
mlnh dA JAm ngoAi xA'hOi vA hua cam • 
kSt thvc hi^n dung-bdn tiAu cbuAn - cua 
ngudi tr^l viAn. D6 I A nhOn r6 X(>\loi- 
. cua mlnh vA llAp Ivc phAl giAc dSng 
bQn cdn * bAn ngoai ; chju kh6 hoc 
lap chinh in ; lich cvc lap dO^g dc 
cai laoldt vA ihvc hi^n day du nOi 
,quy cua tr$l. . 
Hien cm a dO» n6ng nghiep. Am 
mu6n ba nam u Uul. s? hoc <Jw<?J mOt 
nghA gi d5y cho phu l"'r> Nhung 



.bu5ldAu di got. «'!»J.^.7;^ll^ 
chAnff kAm al. VAo troi m6l ngaOri 

. duoc linh mot bO quAn Ac chAa. mAn.- 
nhung em xin phAp dugrc -nAm^ chiCc 
mAnvA dip chiac. chAn do gia dlnh 

/"itrcSlo-'t^i nghc cv' thA i6 tAn . 
nAo. anh bi mAng m6. dAnh ^ OP J. 

- LAn dau liAn pnom tji. ^^u thyc., 
Chi hghc hai chOr nhA J^^J"! citJ 
khung khiSp. Nhung khi doAn xe ciw 
chOng em tic HooLAqua cfiu Long BiAn 
?hMrone so nguai d& nhiSu lAn can An, 
rei VT/n Up rfii « Den dAy,cm cn^r, 
hi&u thAnAo lA roOl tro« cAI too. 
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ai \k <Jfly t«*n8 CBO. Chang 

6ng man dOng midn trung du 
vAng v6. gi6 thfii lonh cdng 
.nh c6ng sAl m<ir ra. chung t6i . 
7t tilt c& mgi ngirai dCu rco . 

, Up hir^rng d&n chung tdi dl 
fi\t got dfiu • . . ' A- 
\ ir^i vi6n tr6 chftm sdc 
lufing hoa niy. Nho anh ta 
•\, I6n lham mangchoanh nji 
m b6n mOa tr^l chdng lOl - 
6c loo I hoa. ■ . . 

idp vtf<yn hon nhOng virdrn 
mil .nhOng cfty du. ren« 
BCn tr&i Chung 16114 l6^. 
il ta ihtjr mOc d6ng d6. Il6n d6 
r6n tifing bua d^P trCn dc chi - 

qua mOt Ifin tu(>nR. Chung 16I 
c h6n vno khu nhik b cua cU 
c^n. Tif^>nK quit vOi trfing, cuo 
Chan song. Nhang irui/c mfl. • 

c6 vu<yn hoa. Trfin tuiSrng la 
ip phich dep. V5 nhung khftu 
A Chi <y dfly men c6 : * 
iCu hoy. ng6y Iftm viec l6l ». 

buftng: dcp tCOl». «™ 
U nftng cno dOri s6nK ir^i viCn ». 
H cm c6nu uft hu6ng'J6n chung 
p luc gi6i IhtCu • 
□ay 16 nal lOP fung nhiJng 

An iiOng v6 nhOna troi vifin du 
..It. nhOng « dfio rAu • nhir ticng 
9tha*ng gQi.chi nhung toy anh 
,m dflu cAc • bang » cu6Pt cac 
• Iran lot. Cac d6ng chi vua 
,o dang tr6ng rau trong khu Irjji. 
thOng nRu(>i khac. duyrc ro Jarl 
A dfing. ICn nuong »ja\,<=»i^- 
mOc tlvv xay. nHu >Jnh dau 
nhu xuut khfiu. NRttng ngudrl 




® Cac trai yi^n .s6ng n^^^ th6 nao.?' 

© Ghi^iS sT eong an - ngaeri quSn^.^.^^g^^^^^^ nhd sir pham 

O NhQ-ng v6,n ;.<iat- ;ra • •. ' ^ wiu riu 



liCn bO. nhfit thl'mOt mlnh v&o ;rCrns. 
.hAl cCii. Chan trfiu khOng cAn dl thcp .. 

canh. g&c... -. •• . 

Chung t6l bftl thdt Iftn .. 
\ iThVtO nhu .thg niiy thi rOng rfli 

vang-mOt trong nhOng chign sT 
cOng^n trft tu6i Irn li>i.-RM rOng 
n?r. hi?u theo ck nghia cv >hfi vi nghia 
trCru tu7ng, sinh dOng cua lu n6y. 

nao 46. truac khi ton day : - Sno lo^ 
Shu thi duvc 7 m dft gay ro l6l Urn 
phAI bat ho cbiii hinh ph9t nong chu 1 
Thi^u ta Chlcu cviri hien h^u n6i j 
i Ncoy d trong ng&nh chung 161 
cnng.cdn mOt 36 it nguciri quan ni(?m 
chwS dOng. NMung InrcVc hct xm mm 
cac d?n« chi lom qucn v(V. cue trqi 
vifin 80*/. sd nfcy lu thanh niCn. 
Chung dl ngui hoi chuyCn Lfj Qyoc 

Khanh.'phd Ly Nam '^f « » in^ ciu hoc 
ire mang, da IrAng. m6 l^-f"' ^Ou hoc 
sinh I6p 10 nhin thoang bifit Ja rut 
nghich. Dal tai phai cua Kl^^nh ^ul 
mot 16 tr6n (dfi dco khuyCn 7). Mj 
KhAnh la mOl bic si. cdn bd l^ cAn bO 



dfi hiru. Chung Idl mudn bl6t Khinh 
nhOn xfet nhulhfi.nao vh . chi nal v« - 
nhung ngu(yi .dang cam. .gift. anh. ... 

l em Un tral thang 5-1982. Vao 
iroi. em dugc hoc nOl quy. ky' Jjf Ot cua 
lr9l. I6m ban khal. ^l^^ 
mlnh da Jim ngo6i xa hOi v6 hua cam - 
kCt thvc hiOn d£ing;b6n lij" ^^.^i*; . 

ncu^i trpl viAn. D6 la nhOn rd tO» '^i'- 
cOa minh va tlfip tyc phat «i«c d6ng 
bon cdn (y ben ngooi ; chiu ^^6^. '»oc 
iMpchinhtrl: tichcvc no ^Ong dc 
cai tootdt va Ihvc hien day du nOi 

''%e^%m'^ ClOi n6ng .nghiOP.^^nj 
mudnbanamutrul.sfihocd^^^^^^ 
nghfe gi day cho phu I'^n "^"i'"* 



bu6l dBu dl got. cfiy cm iAm. cOne 
SutcVmh mot bO.quan Ao. chan man. 
ShSng om xin phfep /^yf<= '^^^^ 
manva dap chi6c. Chan do gia omn 

^"itrcho"tft» nghe CM thi^cd lan . 
nao. anh bi mang m6. dAnh daP J 

-1 Un dau uen pnom lOu ^^u thvc., 
.chi hche hai chu nhi lu la em da lhay. 
khuSg khicp, ^Mmng khi doan xe cha 
..hXnS em lit lloaLO qua chu Long B«6n 

hlLthfnao 14 mot troi c6l too. 

(Xem tUp trang 2) 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: -IR 6 024 0255 90 

/»»»»»»»»»»» THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE «*»»««»*»»»*/ 
BODY 

COOnTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0255 QO/ ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 TO 8205 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



780700-820500. 



<^mCE' ^ ^ /SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7807 - 8205. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY- THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 TO 
MAY 82. ENaOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1 GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS 
LOCATED ABOUT 10 KM FROM THE AM THUONG RAILWAY STATION IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2 ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE AREA:? NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS CAPT ((CAO)) BA DAU 
COMMANDED SUB-CAMP K-4 AND CAPT ((HAN)) TRI TRACH WAS HIS 
DEPUTY. ((LNU)) PHU WAS THE INMATE MANAGEMENT CADRE FOR 
SOURCE'S UNIT. THERE WERE ABOUT 60 PERSONNEL GUARDING 
AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE K-4 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 

3 PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-4 WAS SURROUNDED 
BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 5 BY 80 
METERS MADE OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS, A MEETING 
HOUSE. INMATE KITCHEN, DISPENSARY/EMULATION HOUSE, 
SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSE, AND A LATRINE BUILDING. ACROSS 
FROM THE MAIN GATE WAS THE CADRE COMPOUND CONTAINING SUB- 
CAMP ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, CADRE HOUSING AND MESSING 
FACILITIES, WAREHOUSES, CADRE MEETING HOUSE AND FISH 
PONDS. 

4 LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION, CARPENTRY, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, 
BRICK MAKING, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DETAILS. 



5, SCHEDULE. - 

0530 WAKE UP MUSTER, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
To aSK! receive work ASSIGNMENTS 

0700 commence labor 

1130 return to camp, lunch 

1330 continue labor 

1730 return to camp 

112 MUSTER LXKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 

1830 f^^^TETOPULATION. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW 

INMATES WERE RECALLED. 

MAJ (VNAF) ((NGUYEN)) VAN TRUONG, HELO COMPANY COMMANDER 
?JpT ((THAN)) MANH HOANG, INF COMPANY COMMANDER 
MAJ ((HO)) SI HOE, G-1, 5TH INF DIV 

7 SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

L ANY FOReSeRS, OR MIXED BL^^ WHO 

rninn HAUP BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAmvm OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 

ASKED FOR NO FAVORS- 

p IN JULY 1977 RIGHT AFTER SOURCE WAS 

'mNSFERRED fL SUOI MAU TO T2 LTl , HOANG LIEN^SON , HE 
SAW AN ALLEGED AMERICAN ABOUT 30 YOA. HE AND OTHER 
FELLOW INMATES WERE TOLD BY CAMP CADRE THAT THAT 
tS;tVIDUAL WAS FORMERLY AN AMERICAN PW WHO VOLUNTEERED TO 
SHS V?ET NAMFOLLOWING THE 197rPRIS0NER EXCHANGE. 

^ CALLED NO T OTHER DETAILS OF THAT ALLEGED 
f^ArBU^ CoSeNTED that his PRES^^^^^^ 
KNOWLEDGE AMONG MOST OF THE HOANG LIEN SON INMATES. 



ENa- 'TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 
MEMORY^DRAWING^^^^, 1/^3^3SgK0K (AMB. DCM POL SA 
DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT T0"DIA/ PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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ENVELOPE 

CDSM = LGX222 MCM = 89356/18366 TOR = 893561037 



HEADER 

R 221033Z DEC 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 220701 Z DEC 89 

FM DEI 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB// 
RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 
RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC// INO/ INK/ INKS// 
RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 
RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 
RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 
RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 

SOOTH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD// 
13 AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 
JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
USDAO BANGKOK TH 




. v.. 



RUADJHA/ 
RUHJWYA/ 
RUEHBK/ 
RUEHBK/ 
RUEHKO/ 
ZEN 5 



USDAO TOKYO JA 
AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 
ZEN DET 4 FTD YOKOTA AB JA 
BT 

CONTROLS 



SECTION 01 OF 02 
SERIAL: IIR 1 771 0087 90. 

PASS TO: ) DIA/ PW-MIA 

/»»*«««»»«*« THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ««*»««««»«»«/ 

BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0087 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT— VINH PHU PRISON 
COMPLEX, NORTH VIETNAM 



o 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 781200. 

REQS? 

SOURCE: 0"0 A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 

COMMANDO TEAM WHO WAS IMPRISONED IN THIS FACILITY FROM DEC 1972 TO 
DEC 1973, AND FOR A SECOND TIME FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. SOURCE RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM AND IS COOPERATIVE; HE 
HAS AN EXCELLENT MEMORY AND APPEARS TO BE RELIABLE. 
SUMMARY: THE VINH PHU (VINHX PHUS) PRISON WAS ACTUALLY A 

LARGE COMPLEX MADE-UP OF A MAIN COMPOUND AND FIVE OTHER SMALL 

COMPOUNDS. THIS REPORT PROVIDES THE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 
THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX WHICH WAS USED TO CONFINE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS DURING THE 1970 'S. ONE ENCLOSURE. 
TEXT: 

1 . * LOCATION— THE VINH PHU COMPLEX WAS NESTLED IN THE 
WESTERN HALF OF A U SHAPED AREA MADE BY A LARGE BEND OF THE SONG 
THAO (SOONG THAO) RIVER (FIELD COMMENT— SONG MEANS RIVER AND THE 
SONG THAO RIVER IS THE NAME OF A SECTION OF THE SONG HOMG HA (SOONG 
HOONGF HAF) RIVER IN THE TAM NONG (TAM NOONG) DISTRICT //2120N/ 
10515E, GAZ//, IN PHU THO (PHUS THOJ) PROVINCE, AND RUNS THROUGH 
VIET TRI (VIEETJ TRIF) CITY //21 18N/10550E, GAZ//). EAST OF THE 
NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF THE SONG THAO RIVER WAS A NATIONAL HIGHWAY 
"B" (FIELD COMMENT— LETTERS AND NUMBERS SET OFF BY QUOTATION MARKS 
ARE KEYED TO MEMORY SKETCH AT ENCL ONE) AND EAST OF THIS HIGHWAY 
WAS THE CITY OF PHU THO "C". RUNNING ROUGHLY PARALLEL TO THE 
NORTHERN EAST/WEST SECTION OF THE RIVER WAS A DISTRICT ROAD "Dl" 
THAT INTERSECTED A TRAFFIC CIRCLE "E" AND KEPT GOING EAST UP TO THE 
RIVER. THIS ROAD TERMINATED AT A FERRY CROSSING CALLED BEN NGOC 
{BEENS NGOCJ) ON THE RIVER. RUNNING NORTH AND SOUTH, AND ALSO 
INTERSECTING THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE WAS ANOTHER DISTRICT ROAD ••D2'». 

THERE WAS A THIRD ROAD "D3" WHICH RAN EAST OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ROAD 
TO THE RIVER. THESE WERE ALL SMALL ROADS WITH A RED DIRT SURFACE. 
THERE WERE TWO WATERFALLS ALONG THE RIVER, ONE "F" CALLED THAC RUNG 
{THACS RUNGF.) OR TREMBLING FALLS BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE AND 
THE OTHER "G" CALLED THAC NGUA (THACS NGWAJ) OR HORSE FALLS ALSO 
BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE. THERE WERE HILLS AND MOUNTAINS TO 
THE; NORTH OF THE DISTRICT ROAD - BETWEEN THE ROAD AND THE HILLS IN 
THE NORTHWEST WERE (TERRACED) TEA AND POTATO FIELDS "I". TO THE 
NORTHWEST, BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS, WAS THE PROVINCE OF THAI NGUYEN. . 
IN THE SOUTHWEST, THERE WERE COOPERATIVE RICEFIELDS "J" AND IN THE 
EAST AND SOUTHEAST WERE SOME FLAT SUGARCANE FIELDS "K*'. FINALLY, 
TO THE NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, BETWEEN THE CAMP AND THE TRAFFIC 
CIRCLE, WAS A LARGE PASTURE AREA "U" FOR RAISING WATER BUFFALOES. 

2. DESCRIPTION— THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX IS MADE UP OF 
A MAIN FACILITY "L", ALSO CALLED K5, AND SIX OUTLAYING, SMALLER 
FACILITIES CALLED Kl, K2, K3, K4, K6 PLUS A DISPERSION AREA CALLED 
K SO TAN (SOW TANS). THE DISPERSION AREA WAS WHERE PRISONERS WERE 
EVACUATED TO DURING AIR RAIDS. ALSO LOCATED WITH THE COMPLEX WAS A - 
KILN "M" USED FOR MAKING TILES. ADDITIONALLY, THERE WAS A FACILITY 



USED TO HOUSE JUVENILES "N" NORTH OF "Dl", NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP. 

L 

EAST OF THE ENTRANCE TO THE K5 MAIN COMPOUND WAS A BUILDING THAT 
CONTAINED THE PRISON OFFICES "O". UPON ENTERING TIE CAMP IS A 
SOCCERFIELD "P"; NORTHEAST OF THE SOCCERFIELD IS A DISPENSARY 
BUILDING "Q", ALONG THE NORTH FENCE IS A BUILDING CONTAINING THE 
MESSING FACILITIES FOR THE CAMP "R". IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE 
FACILITY WAS AREA CALLED KHU-B "S", THIS AREA CONSISTED OF A 
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS USED TO HOUSE ORDINARY CRIMINALS. SEPARATE 
FROM THE REST OF THE CAMP WAS THE KHU-A AREA "T" WHICH WAS USED TO 
HOUSED TO COMMANDOS. THIS PORTION WAS FENCED OFF BY ITSELF AND HAD 
THREE MAIN CELL SECTIONS LABELED 4, 7, AND 8. BEHIND THE CAMP, TO 
THE WEST, WAS A SUSPENSION BRIDGE "V" CROSSING THE SONG THAO RIVER 
AND A SMALL BRANCH OF THE RIVER. THIS BRIDGE WAS DESIGNED BY A 
FRENCH EDUCATED SOUTH VIETNAMESE ENGINEER WHO HAD DEFECTED TO NORTH 
VIET NAM AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY IMPRISONED ATVINH PHU. 

3. DEFENSES— THIS HEAVILY DEFENDED FACILITY HAD FOUR GUARD 
POSTS "W", ONE AT EACH CORNER OF THE CAMP. IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF 
THE FACILITY, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE PERIMETER, WERE THREE 
BUILDINGS THAT HOUSED MILITARY GUARD AND PATROL DOGS "X". TO THE 
EAST OF THE DOG POUND WAS A COMPANY OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL 

WAS A REGIMENT OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL "Z" AND NORTH OF THE 
ROAD AT THE BASE OF- THE MOUNTAINS WERE NUMEROUS ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
ARTILLERY EMPLACEMENTS "AA". FINALLY, NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, 
ACROSS FROM THE ROAD WAS AN SA-2 SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE UNIT "BE". 

4. CHRONOLOGY- SOURCE WAS INTERNED IN THE VINH PHU FACILITY 
ON TWO DIFFERENT OCASSIONS. THE FIRST TIME WAS FROM DEC 1972 UNTIL 
DEC 1973 AND THE SECOND TIME WAS FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. DURING SOURCE'S FIRST DETENTION HE WAS HELD IN CELL NUMBER 8 
OF THE KHU-A AREA. THERE WERE 83 OTHER COMMANDOS BEING HELD DURING 
THIS TIME, AND ABOUT 3800 ORDINARY CRIMINALS IN THIS COMPLEX. 
SOURCE WAS SENT BACK TO THE QUYET TIEN FACILITY AFTER PARTICIPATING 
IN A PROTEST STRIKE OVER NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE PEACE ACCORDS 
PERTAINING TO THE RETURN OF POWS (FIELD COMMENT-- CITE IIR 1771 
0013 90). WHEN SOURCE RETURNED TO VINH PHU, ALL COMMANDOS WERE 
HELD IN THE K6: SUB-FACILITY. DURING: THIS SECOND TIME, AN UNKNOWN 
NUlffiER OF FORMERT SOUTH VIETNAMESE" SOLDIERS WERE BEING HELD. IN THE 
SUB-FACILITIES' OF K1,''K2\ K3, AND SOURCE-WAS TRANSFERRED FROM 
VINH PHU TO THE. HONG . THANC. PRODUCTION CAMF (KHU -SANR XUAATS HOONGF 
THAWNGS) . IN .OCT> 79. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED-. TO. THE THANH LAM REFORM 
CAMP (TRAIJ CAIR TAOJ THANH LAM) WHERE HE. REMAINED UNTIL 1980. 



5. UiS. AIR STRIKES— SOURCE WAS IN VINH PHU DURING THE DEC 

'72 BOMBINGS OF .NORTH VIETNAM . ON ONE OCCASION TWO F- ICS'S FLEW 
DIRECTLY OVER THE CAMP WHILE THERE WAS A POLITICAL REEDUCATION 
CLASS GOING- ON- ONCE, WHILE SOURCE WAS IN THE KHU SO TAN 
DISPERSION AREA, HE WITNESSED A LARGE AIR STRIKE IN THE CAMP'S 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY. INSTEAD OF ENTERING HIS BUNKER, SOURCE AND 
OTHER COMMANDOS REMAINED ABOVE GROUND TO WATCH THE STRIKE. HE 
ESTIMATES THAT OVER 50 LARGE AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE, 



PAGE: 00 15 

AND AT ONE POINT THERE WERE FOUR MIG-17'S IN ^J?"". SOURCE SAW 
«A oi4 I AimrHFD AND AAA FIRING AT THE STRIKE FORCE. HE DOES NOT 
™ mT^^^OF BoSbS Ze being DROPPED - BUT THE ENTIRE AREA 
™K^iM THE BOMBS. AT ONE POINT AN AIRCRAFT WAS H^^^^ 
SINGLE PARACHUTE WAS OBSERVED COMING DOWN IN A FIELD. SHORTLY 
SeAFTER A HELICOPTER RESCUED THE DOWNED AIRMAN. BOMBS FELL IN 
?1 pSe and KILLED ALL THE WATER BUFFALOES. THIS INCIDENT, IN 
S?TeTtHE POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION EFFORTS BY THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESe7rAISED EVERYONE'S SPIRIT SINCE THEY COULD SENSE WHAT 
THE BOMBINGS WERE ALL ABOUT. 
COMMENTS: 



DISSEM: ENCLS.ONE - TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY. 



#43 18 
NNNN 



/09/91 (pgB=FACMSTR.(8)) 
DISTRKT 

CAMP HO CAMP NAME 
^ AKA S 



M« REPORT ON SOURCE FOR EACH FACILITIES HITHIH COUNTRY YN PAGE 39 

LAT- LOHG 



UTM 



****************************** 

4101 TAN LAP 

XOH GIONG 
YEH HA 

YINH PHU PROY. PRISON 
PHU THO 
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TAN UP 



Aka (Vinh Phu Provincial Prison, Phu Tho, Xom Giong, Yen Ha and Yen Tho) 
Closest village to camp K-5 was named Yen Lap. 

Camps K-1 thru K-5 held former RVN Officials while K-6 and K-7 were 
for criminal detention. 



The Vinh Phu prison complex is reported to be made up of % ""ain/f^ J^i^y J-.^ 
also called K-5, and six outlaying , smaller facilities called K-1, K-Z, 
K-4 K-6 plus a dispersion area called K So Tan. The dispersion area was where 
prisoners were evacuated to during air raids. Also located within the complex 
was a Kiln "M" used for makfng tiles. Additionally, there was a facility used 
to house Juveniles "N" north of "Dl", Northeast of the Camp. 

Source reported being transferred from camp K-2 to camp K-7 along with, approx 
60-70 others on foot, the trip was said to have taken about two hours covering 
a distance of 7-8 kilometers. 

Special Detention facility for disciplinary problems was reported upon by 
several sources at the K-1 subcamp of Tan Lap. 
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1961 Ni dwvo Noixvonaaaa dvi nvi 9 

-X am NI SNVoiHawv jo aoNasav/o6 trSso trzo 9 hii :rans 



(HA) HVNXaiA :AH XNn03 

xaoa 

aovssaN aaKisHOD v si sihx 

06 ftS20 trzo 9 an nviHas 



aovssaw Hovaa xnois w si sihi 



5^190 -ttd//Hx xoxoNwa 20 ao 10 NOiioas 



SlOaiNOD 

la 

ONOM DNGH oiasn/Mfflana 
anawm vi vn^i o vQsn/TMana 
iH Id saaaava oaor aao/vaaOHna 
• OQHSVM vio/viivana 
//9£r/gp/££gp /2r//i H mmoNOH ovdONiDsn/vOHOHna 
//vi H-Hd-soro/Sf//3QHsvM sDr/somna 
//viw-Md/ vsi -asvo//oaHsvM aaaoas/soDiana 
// NOSXDVP lawx aa_osN//oaHsvtt asnoHaiiHW/Mavana odNi 

//oa_NOXONiHSVft. via/soraana ox 
//viw-Md//HX xoxoNva ovasn wa 
06 Nvr ziii80o£ a 
aavs/XDivana 
oa NOXONiHsvM DO Dwo/oowvana 
oa NOxoNiHsvM axvxsoas/ oaana 
oa NOXONIHSVM vio/viivana 
oHaavaNoaDaoaDiaodN/ovixana 
oa aav ONinoa shwv siav/vavaana 
oa NOxoNiHsvw owo/owovana 
oa NOXONIHSVM ivso/vOHvana 
oa NOXONIHSVM ONO/vvvNana 
oa NOXONIHSVM vsoo/aMavana oaNi 

oa NOXONIHSVM XNIOr Hi 

06 NVr Z20600£_a 

aaavaa 



20600e006 = aOX 60£tTl/0£006 = NOW u£x oi = Nsao 

adOiaANa 



9i.oo:aovd 



sjjiawN'Jis^^v aoavraAia-JHU "Haisnw 'aiawassv otgo 
isvaxvaaa 'aNSioAH ivNOSHSd 'asioaaxa *dn axvw oeso 

•amaaHOS *s 

•saiina noiiviinvs 
ONW RWDLU 'saiiniovj naN ao NOiionHiSMOO 'sxoiaa 

ONIXVW 'JtHQNVaSnH IVWINV *aOOM OMIHaHlVO NI aaAlOANI 

anaw osiv xiNn v nvhj. aanvws sanoao -saiaviaoaA 
Naaao onw 'nhoo 'aoia 'ooinvw xiiHVWiud *sdoao 
oNittoao HUM aaAHOANi 3HaM sssvx aoavi xawiHd -xiNn aaa 
saaNOSiaa os xnoav ao (nooa) sxim xa siivxaa aoawi oxiii 
aaziNvoao aaaw saxvwNi -sxNawaHinoaa aoavi 'ti 

•asnoH NOixvxisiA xiiHva 
aHX svM xsva aHx ox xsnr aNnodwoo NoixNaxaa anx aaisxno 
•vaav ONisnoH aaavo qnv Oh dwvo anx svw axvo nivw 
aHX woaa ssoaov -aNnodwoo 3hx aaisNi asnoH oNixaaw w onw 
'xavsNadSia 'Nanoxix axvwMi nv anan aaaHX 'xiivNOixiaav 
•sivNiwiao aoa ohx onv saaNOSiad ivoixnod aoa sasnon 
NOiXNaxaa omx aaaM oNnodwoo aHX aaiSNi 'nvM Hxnos 
anx ao aaxNao anx ni aaxvooi svn axwo nivw anx -saaNaoD 
anoa anx ni aaxwooi aaaM saaMOX aavno -aaiM aaaava 
HxiM aaddox SVM hoihm nvM miaa hoih aaxaw s*£ v ia 
aaoNnoaans syM s-x -soixsiaaxovavno ivoisxHd *£ 

•saxvwNi ooo'E-009'i xiaxvwixoaddv svm 
dwvo anx ao NOixvmdOd ivxox -aoiaaxNi ao xaxsiNiw anx 
ao (ssd) aoiAaas xxianoas onand anx xa aaaaxsiNiwav svm 
dwvD aHX -s-)! HonoHHX aaaaawfiN svaav axvavdas aAia 
oxNi aaziNvoao svm dwwo anx -NoixyziNVoao 'z 

•aoNiAoad nHd hnia ni noixvooi aaiaixNaaiNn 
NV Ni aaxvnxis svm dwvo anx •iHdvaooao 'l 

• XX3X 

•aansoTONa 

•1861 NI aoNiAoad iTHd HNIA NI dwvo NOixvonoaaa 
dvi Nvx s-x anx ao soixsiaaxovavHO ivoisiHd onv 
NOixvziNvoao aHX ONiNaaoNOO N OixvwaoaNi aaxiwn saaiAoad 
XI 'XHOdaa Hovaa xnoxs v si sihx :iavwwns 

•aaHsnavxsa Naaa 

xoM svH xxniavnaa aoanos * i86i ni dwvo NOixvonaaaa 
dvi NVX s-x anx ni aaxvaaoavoNi svm ohm xdvo NAav aawaoa 
V ONV wvaooad NOixvonaaaa ivioads anx aaoNn xavioiaaNaa 
aao NV SI aoanos/ :aoanos 



♦000018 
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NNNN 



•saHnsoiON3/tt atno viw-m/ viq ox XNas 

*(vxa OHor 'oiiva 
vs lOd woa 'awv) xosoNva awawv :aiaij :w3ssia 
.... AO I *od I ONiwvaa xaowaw 
aansoiONa i :viw-Md/via oi Monoa ox noNa 



'saoAva ON aoa aassv qnv MaiAaaxNi 
aHX ONiana aAixvaaaooo svn aoanos :sxNawwoo 

•NOixvmdOd ivaaNao awx onowv xiaana dniaii ao xxiAixdvo 
Ni aaHx ia 'SNVOiaawv aoa Naxvxsiw Naaa aAVH amoo 
OHM asawvNxaiA aooia aaxiw ao oimia 'saaNoiaaoa xnv hon 
SNVoiaawv xm ao aavaH aoN mvs aaAaN aoanos 'L 
xoiid oiaH 'ONonax nva ((NaxnoN)) (avNA) pvw 

XOlId OiaH *NVOON HNia ((DNVOH)) (dVNA) PVW 

aavxs sor aaoiaao wwoo 'oNvno hnii ((oa)) oxi 
xoiid oiaH *ova vio ((nvhx)) (avNA) rvw 

aoxoas 

voH N3ia 'oNiNim ao aaiHO 'mim hnia ((NmoN)) rvH 

♦aanvoaa aaaii saxwwNi 
wonaa oNiAonoa ani -NoixvindOd axvwNi '9 

sasnoH NOixNaxaa ni aaxooi oZsi 

aaddns oosi 

dwvo ox Nanxaa oEu 

aoavi aoNawwoo ooio 
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SOURCE- 'SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BEiEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN MAJ WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7810 TO 8210. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY- THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 78 
TO OCT 82. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1 GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM WAS LOCATED IN 
YEN LAP VILLAGE, SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2 , ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1 
THROUGH K-5 HELD FORMER RVN OFFICIALS WHILE K-6 AND K-7 
S FOR CRIMINAL DETENTION. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED 
BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 150 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND 
ADMINISTERING THE K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE K-5 
RANGED FROM 800-1,200 INMATES. 

^ PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 

COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 150 BY 250 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL TOPPED WITH 
AN EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACHED TO STEEL POSTS. 
THERE WERE GUARD TOWERS ON THREE SIDES OF THE CAMP AND AT 
THE MAIN GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE EAST WALL. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE SIX REGULAR 
DETENTION AND ONE SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES. THE REGULAR 
DETENTION HOUSES WERE 6 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND 
MADE OF BRICK WITH TILE, CORRUGATED METAL, OR THATCHED 
ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS. 
ADDITIONALLY INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, DISPENSARY, EMULATION HOUSE, 
PIG STY, AND WATER CISTERN. ACROSS THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED THE CAMP HQ, CADRE AREA, MEETING HOUSE AND A 
WAREHOUSE. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND CLOSE BY WERE 
ALSO FOUND A BRICK KILN, SAWMILL, WATER PUMP, GENERATOR 
HOUSE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, AND FISH PONDS. 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE FOUND IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF THE CAMP. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 



Tum TAROR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT^SO 
pS^^^S pfif UNIT- PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
SlSSlNG C^PS, PRIMARILY MANIOC. RICE, AND GREEN 

Sables groups smaller than a unit also were 

iSvED IN MAKING BRICKS, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, SAWMILL, 
RAISING FISH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0600 AWAKENED BY GONG 
0615 EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
06115 BREAKFAST, ASSEMBLE, MUSTER 
0700 COMMENCE LABOR DUTIES 

1100 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 

1300 CONTINUE LABOR 

1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 

18115 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 

1900 ATTEND TO PERSONAL BUSINESS 

2100 SLEEP 

6 INMATE POPULATION. MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 

FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS WITH A FEW FORMER NATL POLICE, 
cSS^LAlSs, AND CIVIL SERVANTS. TWICE PER YEAR INMATES 
WFRE ISSUED ONE SET OF BLUE PA JAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. THE 
Ss^ m SHIRT? WERE STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING THE 

ISSaSp », eg., k5. the following fellow inmates 
were recalled. 

COL ((CHU)) VAN SANG, MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE 
COL ((LNU)) LUAN, CHIEF UNIT 101 

COL TRAN ) KIM HOA, PRIME MINISTER'S PERSONAL STAFF 
Sc CU)) THANH LONG, DIRECTOR, BUDDHIST CHAPLAINS 
mS ((SaN))VIET CHAU, S-1 for a REGT UNDER 25TH INF DIV 
((THAN)) LUU HIEN, DA NANG 

MAJ ((NGUYEN)) LONG CHAU, INF OFFICERS SCHOOL STAFF 
mj ((?RAN)) NGOC QUANG, BN COMMANDER IN 21ST INF DIV 
MAJ ((TRUONG)) MINH LOI 

7^ SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 

NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 

INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 
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RECORD NUMBER 192 



fac numbers 4101 C 



fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no- / fac nan«» MHW^ J]\K^ LA P 



Ibn no= current date= 87.10.28 

u,u^. »>aL"* -o.,.«.. - 

country- VN hardcopy" Y providence= VINH PHU 
district- ^<*y= 
village- 



cat= 
3og= 



0 i rof = 



icr/cir= 

cadre rank= 



type prisoners^ 

ia^s available= type facility- RE us pow held- status- last active date- 

sketch available- pow held inclusive date- 



fac alt name- 

CAMP 4 -^Wrtftl- ^x^i^^ 

. u J ,^+«r.e- additional sub units= 

parent headquarters- 
sub units= 

remarks rel code= analyst initials= 



confnents= 



D4 . 07 ( pgiTi=recl i st , ( 4 ) ) 



RECORD NUMBER 193 



fac number- 4101 0 



i-no" f fac name- WU TH O 



fac no- 4101 fac-sub 

Ibn no= current date= 87.10.28 
,atitude= ^^i"^"*^ 1ong1tude= '^'^S^ ut™= VJ947789 

country VN hardcopy* Y providence= VINH PHU 

district= c^^y 

village* hamlet= 

icr/cir= 



cat= 
jog= 



0 i rof = 



type prisoners* cadre rank= 

iams available* type facility* RE us pow held* status* 

sketch available* pow held inclusive date* 
fac alt name* 

CAMP 5 - -TAN-fcAP- ^rJjOlOCr 



parent headquarters 
sub units* 



additional sub units* 



last active date* 



remarks rel code* 



analyst initials= 



comments* 
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RECORD NUMBER 194 



fac number* 4101 E 



fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no- / fac name- -WIU flW -f/it^ 

Ibn no= current date= 87.10.28 "^^^ 

country* VM hardcopy- Y providence- VINH PHU 
district- city- 
village- ^^^"'l^*' 



irof- 



icr/cir- 



type prisoners= "dre rank- 

iams available- type facility- RE us pow held- status- 
sketch available- pow held inclusive date- 
fac alt name- 

CAMP 6 ;toM ^X<£>^6- 

parent headquarters- additional sub units= 

sub units= 



last active date= 



femarks rel code= analyst initials' 

comments* 

i 
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RECORD NUMBER 195 



fac number^ 4101 F 



' fac no- 4101 fac-sub-no« ^ fac name- m TMO- 77^^ l-J^P 

Ibnno- current date= 87.10.28 ° 
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4 SOURCE aAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD POLITICAL 

PRISONER IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM 1962-1977 FOR THE OFFENSE 
OF RESISTING THE REVOLUTION AND ATTEMPTING TO COUNTER OF- 
FICIAL DRV PROPAGANDA. HE WAS HELD IN PHU THO FROM 1962- 
65. IN HA GIANG FROM 1965-70 AND IN LAO CAI FROM 1970-77. 
SOURCE RECALLED BEING IN THE SAME CAMP (BUT SEPARATELY) IN 
PHU THO (1963-64) WITH APPROXIMATELY 80 COMMANDOS AND SPIES 
BUT WAS ALLOWED NO CONTACT WITH THEM. SOURCE RECALLED TWO 
WERE KILLED FOR PLANNING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT. THEY WERE 
MOVED (TO WHERE, UNKNOWN) SOMETIME IN 1964. IN HA GIANG, 
SOURCE RECALLED MEETING ONLY ONE COMMANDO, NAMED KIEN 
(UNKNOWN IF NGUYEN THAI KIEN). WHO WAS OF SHORT STATURE 
AND WAS APPROX 40-45 YOA AT THAT TIME. SOURCE HEARD HE 
WAS A RVN SPY WHO WAS ARRESTED NEAR THE HA LAO BORDER. 
AT LAO CAI, SOURCE RECALLED COMMANDOS NGUYEN QUOC DINH 
WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED AFTER PARACHUTING INTO NVN AND WHO 
IS NOW RESETTLED IN THE US FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. (NFI). 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED COMMANDO LUYEN WHO WAS LATER MOVED 
TO THANH HOA. SOURCE HEARD LUYEN IS STILL BEING HELD. 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED A TALL COMMANDO NAMED LAM (NOTE: 
POSSIBLY NGUYEN NGOC LAM) WHO WAS ALSO CAPTURED AFTER 
PARACHUTING INTO NVN. SOURCE ADMITTED DISCUSSING HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABOVE PERSONS WITH COMMANDO /v/J^S- 
(SEE JCRC MSG RPT 35-045), WHOM HE MET AT A FIRST 
ASYLUM CAMP IN MALAYSIA PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT PULAU BIDONG, 
WHO IS NOW IN THE PHILIPPINES (SIC). 

5. ' IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE COMMANDOS, SOURCE 
RECALLED AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FIGURE NAMED LY CA SA WHO WAS 
IMPRISONED IN LAO CAI. LY CA SA WAS A GENERAL IN AN ANTI- 
COMMUNIST FORCE WHO WAS CAPTURED INFILTRATING FROM LAOS 

IN 1960-62. AS OF SOURCE'S RELEASE, HE WAS STILL IN LAO 
CAI (1977). BUT SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT HE HAD SUCCESS- 
FULLY ESCAPED INTO CHINA AND FOUGHT AGAINST NVN DURING 
THE 1979 CHINA BORDER ATTACKS AND NOW LIVES IN CHINA. 
LY CA SA WAS REPUTED TO BE PHYSICALLY VERY STRONG AND WAS 
ETHNIC NORTH VIETNAMESE. SOURCE RECALLED AN INDONESIAN 
NAMED MAR-I-TIN-NET (PHONETIC) WHO WAS CAPTURED IN I960 
AS AN INDONESIAN SPY TARGETTED AGAINST CHINA. HE WAS 
CAPTURED IN A BOAT OFF THE COAST AND INITIALLY CLAIMED 
TO BE A FISHERMAN. HE DIED OF ILLNESS IN LAO CAI IN 
1974-75. MAR-I-TIN-NET HAD A FELLOW INMATE FRIEND IN LAO 
CAI NAMED VUONG DIBU DINH WHO HAD PLANNED A PRISON ESCAPE 
WITH HIM IN 1974-75. THE INDONESIAN WAS ILL, SO DINH 
ESCAPED ALONE. DINH WAS RECAPTURED ALIVE IN 1977 BY A 
PAVN REGIMENT WHICH WAS MOBILIZED TO RECAPTURE HIM. 

6. SOURCE CLAIMED THE FOLLOWING FAMILY MEMBERS: 
BT 
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MSGNO 181 (PCXX) *07/24/85* *05:08:0fr-,2. 1» 

ZCZC 10:06:il8Z (PC) 



R 240812Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 2M0758Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

BT 

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>43927<><> 
CITE: 3440 JULY 85 

EZ2* 

SUBJ:- JCRC REPORT 35-044, AMERICAN REMAINS IN BAN ME 




7. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT §£> DEPARTURE FOR 
THE US, SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1975, HE HAD 
GONE TO IRAN (PURPOSE, EMPLOYMENT UNK) ALONE. SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER OF THE SOUTH, sh ARRANG- 
ED FOR SOMEONE IN SAIGON TO PUT HIS WIFE AND SEVEN CHILD- 
REN ON AN AIRCRAFT WHEREUPON HE MET THEM IN THE US, WHERE 
THEY HAVE LIVED EVER SINCE. SOURCE HIMSELF LIVED IN THE 
SOUTH FROM 1977 TO 1985. 

8. COMMENT. WE NOTE AN AMAZING SIMILARITY OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THE NGUYEN QUANG CHUNG OPN 34A 



PAGE 0004 

CI SEARCH 

DESERTER (REF A) AND SOURCE'S BROTHER, BOTH IN NAME 

K^^^^ ARE PRONOUNCED TI& SAME IN THE NORTHERN 
DIALECT) AND IN HIS LITTLE UNDERSTOOD DEPARTURE FROM 
VIETNAM. SOURCE HIMSELF HAS STRONG SQUARE FACED HEAVY 
FACIAL FEATURES SIMILAR TO ETHNIC PEOPLES OF NORTH VIETNAM 
WHICH CAUSED INTERVIEWER, UPON FIRST SIGHT, TO GUESS HE 
WAS A FORMER COMMANDO. SOURCE HAD LITTLE TO PROVIDE CON- 
CERNING HIS BACKGROUND FROM 1954 UNTIL 1962, WHEN HE CLAIMS 
ARREST. EVEN THOUGH 28 YOA AT HIS TIME OF ARREST, HE 
SERVED NO TIME IN THE PAVN. HIS KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF COM- 
MANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD SEEMED SKETCHY AND WAS 

GENERALLY CONFINED TO INDIVIDUALS ALSO KNOWN BY 

f>/AWtf' WITH WHOM HE ADMITTED DISCUSSING THESE COMMON 

ACQUAINTANCES. INTERVIEWER FELT AT TIMES SOURCE PROVIDED 

THE LY CA SA AND MAR-I-TIN-NET INFORMATION IN AN ATTEMPT 

TO AVOID IN-DEPTH QUESTIONING CONCERNING HIS LACK OF 

KNOWLEDGE OF FELLOW COMMANDO INMATES. ALTHOUGH NOT ABLE 

TO PINPOINT IT DURING THE INTERVIEW, INTERVIEWER FEELS 

SOURCE DID NOT DIVULGE THE COMPLETE TRUTH CONCERNING HIS 
• BACKGROUND. SOURCE DID, HOWEVER, CONVINCE INTERVIEWER 

(WHO HAS WORKED AS A BONDED LOCKSMITH) THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 

THE INNER WORKINGS OF A WARDED LOCK, THE TYPE HE CLAIMED 

TO MANUFACTURE FROM MOLDS. 
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ZCZC 18:07 :57Z (PC) 
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P 221503Z JUN 87 
FM JCS WASHIMGTOM DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 201520Z JUM 87 
FM blA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// 
TO ROHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC. 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

ROEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
BT • 
EZ1 * 

SECTION 01 OF 02 

-0512/VO-PW 
SERIAL: 6-014-0016-87 
PASS: N//> 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-01 4-00 16-87/CONCENTRATION DECREE 

DOI: 861200 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT, -^O WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: SOURCE DISCUSSES THE BASIC MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI) 

AUTHORITY FOR DETENTION OF INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF TRIAL AND 
DESCRIBES HOW IT WAS USED AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST IN HANOI IN 
1962. 
TEXT: 

1. IN I960 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROMULGATED A GOVERNMENT 

DECREE KNOWN AS THE CONCENTRATION DECREE (SAC LENH TAP TRUNG). 
THIS DECREE WAS INTENDED TO SERVE AS THE AUTHORITY FOR THE MINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY (MPS) TO ARREST AND IMPRISON THOSE ELEMENTS 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
CONSIDERED A THREAT TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. THE 
PHRASE USED IN THE DECREE WAS AIMED AT THOSE WHO WERE A "DANGER TO 
THE REVOLUTION" (NGUYEN HAI CHO CACH MANH). THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES 
OF INDIVIDUALS THIS DECREE ADDRESSED INCLUDED THE BOURGEOISE, 
INTELLECTUALS, THE RELIGIOUS, THOSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN 
THE ARMY OR CIVIL ADMINISTATION UNDER THE FRENCH, AND LANDOWNERS. 
UNDER THIS DECREE THE MPS HAD THE AUTHORITY TO ARREST AND CONFINE 
INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF COURT TRIAL. THIS AUTHORITY 
PERMITTED THE SECURITY SERVICES TO REMOVE FROM SOCIETY ALL THOSE 
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WHOSE ACTIVITIES WERE COUNTER TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMUNIST 
PHILOSOPHY OR WHO HAD VIEWS WHICH, IF SPREAD ABOUT THE POPULATION, 
PRESENTED A POTENTIAL THREAT TO THE COMMUNISTS' ABILITY TO CONTROL 
THE THOUGHTS OF THE POPULACE. 

2. BEGINNING IN AT LEAST I96O THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY PUBLIC 
SECURITY OFFICE (PSO) BEGAN AN EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE EFFORT TO 
LOCATE AND IDENTIFY ALL THOSE RESIDENTS COVERED BY THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. THIS WAS A SLOW AND CAREFUL EFFORT WHICH 
CONTINUED INTO 1962 AND INVOLVED MASSIVE ARRESTS IN THE HANOI AREA. 
THE SECURITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES IN 1960-62 ALSO INVOLVED A LARGE 
SCALE EFFORT BY THE PSO TO RECRUIT MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS CLASSES 
WHO WERE THE OBJECTS OF THE CONCENTRATION DECREE. SOURCE WAS SUCH 
A TARGET DURING THIS PERIOD AND MET MONTHLY WITH A MEMBER OF THE 
PSO WHO BOTH INTERVIEWED AND TASKED HIM WITH COLLECTION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ACTIVITIES AND PERSONALITIES 
WITHIN THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN HANOI CITY. AFTER BEING 
IMPRISONED IN 1962 SOURCE SPOKE WITH MANY OTHER NOVICE PRIESTS WHO 
STATED THEY TOO HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
SURVEILLANCE AND HAD UNDERGONE THE SAME MONTHLY MEETINGS AS HE HAD 
THOUGH IN DIFFERENT AREAS OF HANOI CITY. (VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE'S 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE 
REPORTING. ) 

3. THE ARREST PROCEDURES FOR THOSE DETAINED UNDER THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE WERE RELATIVELY UNIFORM. THE EXPERIENCE 
SOURCE UNDERWENT ON HIS DAY OF ARREST WAS, ACCORDING TO MANY OTHERS 
WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD, THE NORMAL ARREST PROCEDURE BEING FOLLOWED 
AT THAT TIME. SECURITY SERVICES OFFICIALS AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
CADRE WOULD COME TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S RESIDENCE EARLY IN THE 
MORNING, ASSEMBLE THE ENTIRE FAMILY, AND READ THE INDIVIDUAL THE 
CONCENTRATION ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG). THE CONCENTRATION ORDER WAS 
SIGNED BY TRAN DUY HUNG, CHAIRMAN OF THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, AND DIRECTED THE ARREST OF THE NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL FOR ACTIONS HARMFUL TO PUBLIC ORDER. THE PERIOD OF 
DETENTION WAS NOT SPECIFIED AND THE FAMILY WOULD BE ADVISED THE 
LETENTION PERIOD WOULD BE DETERMINED ONLY AFTER A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AND A DETERMINATION BY THE PSO AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
ATTITUDE. 

4. THE INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE ESCORTED BY ARMED GUARDS IN A PSO 
VEHICLE TO HOA LO PRISON FOR INVESTIGATION. DURING 1962 
APPROXIMATELY 20-30 PERSONS ARRIVED AT HOA LO PRISON EACH DAY. AT 
TIMES THE PRISON BECAME OVERCROWDED AND SOME DETAINEES WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES UNTIL THEIR 
INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN COMPLETED. THIS INCLUDED WELL KNOWN 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES USED FOR PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION 
SUCH AS THANH TRI PRISON AND THE PRISON ON NAM BO STREET ACROSS 
FROM THE HANG CO RAILWAY STATION. SINCE THE SECURITY SERVICES HAD 
ALREADY DETERMINED THEY WOULD IMPRISON ALL THOSE ARRESTED AND HAD, 
SINCE i960, DEVELOPED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION ON THEM, THE 
INVESTIGATION PHASE BY THE PSO WAS BRIEF. SOURCE UNDERWENT NO MORE 
THAN 30 DAYS CONFINEMENT AT HOA LO PRISON. DURING THIS PERIOD HE 
WAS CALLED OUT FOR INTERROGATION, NORMALLY AT ABOUT 2200 HOURS, 
LASTING UNTIL 0100-0200 HOURS. THE QUESTIONS WERE POSED BY THE 
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CELL BLOCK DUTY OFFICER. HE WAS OUtt HALF INTERESTED IN THE PROCESS 
AND SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME ANSWERING THE DUTY PHONE WHICH WAS 
REPORTING SECURITY CONDITIONS IN AND AROUND THE HANOI CITY AREA 
ONCE EACH HOUR. SOURCE WAS REQUIRED TO PILL OUT A PERSONAL 
HISTORY STATEMENT EACH TIME HE WAS CALLED OUT AND WAS ASKED TO 
CLEARLY IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE HIS ASSOCIATES IN THE HANOI AREA WITH 
EMPHASIS ON THOSE TYPES OF INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. 

5. AFTER ONE MONTH IN HOA LO PRISON SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED 
WITH APPROXIMATELY 50 OTHER PERSONS BY BOAT TO THE AREA OF THE AM 
THUONG RAILWAY STATION AND PLACED IN YEN THO PRISON, PHU THO 
PROVINCE. HE ARRIVED AT YEN THO UNDER A THREE YEAR CONFINEMENT 
ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG 3 NAM) WHICH WAS THE NORMAL CONFINEMENT 
PERIOD. THE 3- YEAR PERIOD STRETCHED INTO 15 YEARS UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TEMPORARILY RELEASED IN 1977. 

6. THE CONFINEMENT ORDERS WHICH INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS SOURCE 
RECEIVED MOST OFTEN WERE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS. THE LENGTH 
OF TIME IDENTIFIED FOR CONFINEMENT DID NOT MEAN THE INDIVIDUAL 
WOULD BE AUTOMATICALLY RELEASED AT THE EXPIRATION OF THAT TIME, 
RATHER THE INDIVIDUAL'S CASE MAS UP FOR REVIEW AT THAT TIME. BASED 
ON SOURCE'S EXPERIENCE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAM PRISON SYSTEM, THOSE 
WHO WERE NOVICE PRIESTS SUCH AS HIMSELF NORMALLY SPENT AT LEAST 15 
YEARS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM RISING OUT OF A THREE YEAR CONCENTRATION 
ORDER. THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE FRENCH UNION FORCES 
OR WERE FORMER ADMINISTRATORS UNDER THE FRENCH SERVED AT LEAST 10 
YEARS IN PRISON. MOST INMATES REFERRED TO THE PERIOD OF THREE YEAR 
CONFINEMENT AS A "KHOA", MEANING A FIXED PERIOD OF TIME, AND 
REFERRED TO THE LENGTH OF TIME THAY HAD BEEN IN PRISON BY THE 
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MSGNO 420 (PCXX) *06/22/87» *13: 11:07.5.7* 

ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 8706221107117^ 



P 221503Z JUN 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 201520Z JUM 87 

FM blA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIi^// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
BT 

FINAL SECTION OF 02 

EZ2: 

NUMBER OF "KHOA". IN SOURCE'S CASE, HE SPENT FIVE "KHOA"IN PRISON. 
7. VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE IS <5 .A CURRENT 

RESIDENT OF THE U.S. , ARRESTED IN 1962 AND RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 
1977. HE IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING DEBRIEFING BY DIA/VO-PW FOR 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. THE CONCENTRATION 
ORDER HE DESCRIBES WAS THE HANOI GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY USED IN 
1975 TO INCARCERATE FORMER MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED 
FORCES, FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, AND OTHERS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM FOLLOWING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE SOUTH ON 30 APR 75. 
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DEPARTMENT OF -DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE - ZYUW RUEKJCS60it6 2UI3I8 

R 021752Z AUG 85 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU H I //J2/J3/J36// 
<;FrnFF WASHINGTON DC//OASD- 1 SA/PW-MI A// 



-20,886/DC-2 
SUB J: REPORT OF FNTERVIEW 

1. IN APPROXIMATELY NOVEMBER 1978 THE PAROLEE INMATES AT THE 
HONG THANG AGRICULTURAL SITE (NONG TRUONG HONG THANG) CONTROLLED BY 
PHO LU PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP PRISON. THE INMATES WERE 
MOVED DUE TO THE IMPENDING BORDER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC) AND THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) . 
THE PAROLEES REMAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 
OR FEBRUARY 1979 WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION 
AREA (KHU SAN XUAT <HANH LAM) , ALSO KNOWN AS SUBCAMP K-i» OF THE 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2. 'WHILE AT TAN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SGT. PHAM THANH 
DONG, REMARKED TO SOURCE THAT AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP 
PRISON DURING THE WAR YEARS. HE MADE NO FURTHER MENTION OF THE 
PRESENCE OF U.S. POWS AT TAN LAP AND DID NOT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP 
THE POWS WERE HELD. 

3. SOURCE HADVISITED THE TAN LAP PRISON BRIEFLY IN MID-1965. 
DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIMATELY AUGUST I965. AT THAT TIME THE 
PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIMITIVE. HE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS OPS 
3l»A COMMANDO TEAM WERE BRIEFLY HELD THERE AT THAT TIME WHILE IN 
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA LO PRISON AND QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP 
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL 
DETENTION FACILITY. SOURCE NEITHER OBSERVED NOR HEARD OF ANY 
AMERICANS AT TAN LAP IN 1965- SOURCE BELIEVED THE TAN LAP PRISON WAS 
DESIGNATED A MODEL PRISON (TRAI KIEU MAU) IN THE LATE 1970S. 

1,. SOURCE OF PARAS I-3 IS vVG A FORMER OPS 3^A 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN 1961*. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD OF U.S. 
PWS FROM FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AIRBORNE PERSONNEL HE MET IN 
1979 AND WHO SAID THEY HEARD U.S. PWS WERE HELD AT TAN LAP IN 
1967-68. DIA IS NOT AWARE OF ANY U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP 

DURING THE WAR. MOST FORMER OPS 3'»A COMMANDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED 
TAN LAP HAVE REPORTED A SIMILAR HEARSAY STORY ATTRIBUTED TO CAMP 
GUARDS. 

5. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 



30 

ACTIOTI DC-2 (2) (M) 
INFO . USDP:ISA(1) USDP:MIA(1) CMB QC(1) SECDEF:(1) 
SECDEF(9) USDP(n) NMIC(l) V0(1) DIA (2) 
+SAFE 
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DEPARTMENT OF-OEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 



ROUTINE 

R 23I619Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 



ZYUW RUEKJCSn59 2352203 



CIA WASHINGTON DC 



-20,999/DC-2 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR ASS . STANCE^^^ ^^^^^^ ..FORMATION FROM OPS 3UA 

rriMMANnns ONE CONTINUING TREND IN PW/MIA REPORTING FROM THOSE 
F^SStScOMMANDdS WHO WERE PAROLED AND TRANSITED THE TAN LAP PRISON 
ffi pSS ?2S) IS cSnEIsTENT HEARSAY REPORTS FROM LOWER RANKING 
riMP rUARDS AT TAN LAP CIRCA 1978 THAT U.S. PWS WERE HELD THERE 
SSSlNG ?HE WAR YEARS DA HAS NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT SUCH 
SumL (THE tIn LAP PRISON IS A WELL KNOWN FACILITY OF AT LEAST 
SEVEN SUBCAMPS WITH SIX OF THE CAMPS LOCATED IN AN AREA FROM 
VJ Sqqvq^ TO VJ 960793. ONE SUBCAMP IS LOCATED AT VJ 905807. 
VJ oq'^/Hi lu ^ 'g^cORDS DEPICT A WARTIME DETENTION FACILITY 
IDENTIFIED AS THE XOM GIONG POSSIBLE PW DETENTION INSTALLATION BE 
NR.^6 6-003J7i» (75900). LOCATED AT VJ 9O6B07. 2 1 3151N/10U5430E . 
TH S IS THE LOCAT ON OF ONE OF THE TAN LAP SUBCAMPS. THE CAMP WAS 
^EioRllDU A sSsPeSteS PENAL INSTITUTION SHOWING SOME SIGNS OF 
PARTIAL DSMANTL I NG AS OF FEB 67. APPARENTLY ABANDONED AS OF JAN 68. 
iSn THEN ACTIVE WlVsiGN^^^ A DETENTION FACILITY AS OF JUN 71 
cSmSt THE PERIOD when THE PRISON WAS APPARENTLY DISMANTLED 
DOES COINCIDe'wiTH THE DISMANTLING OF OTHER FACILITIES IN NVN SUCH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR 3. OF INTEREST IS A REFERENCE TO USMACTHAI 
MR 6-07J-0007-n. 36 SEP 7'*. REPORTING THE RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEF 
I R 6 07^. 0007^7^'/" COMMENTS INDICATED THAT THE FACILITY IN 
. umrH THE THAI WAS HELD. PRESUMABLY PRIOR TO EARLY 1973. APPEARED 
¥3 cSrJe p5K5 TO THE fScIlTtY THEN CARRIED AS TH XOM GIONG POSSIBLE 
PW DETENTION INSTALLATION. INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER 
?0MMaJd3 AT TAN LA? BRIEFLY IN I965 AND HE NEITHER SAW NOR 
HEARD OF ANY U.S. PWS THERE AT THAT TIME. HE TOO HEARD THE HEARSAY 
<\CCOUNTS OF U.S. PWS AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR YEARS. 
5 IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS IS IN AN 
TFN KILOt*^TEKS~^f THE SUBCAMP AT VJ 852936 WHERE F ORMER 

I RwoiD fi^^K^ ' m'?SE 

-^TnjWET?srVn^R5-Trf^^ enemy", he hascOimed he was held in th^ 

BA VI/BAT BAT AREA FROM 1971 UNTIL SHORTLY AFTER THE 1975 CEASEFIRE 
WHEN HE WAS^MOVED^TO^LIEN^TRA.^ ^^^^ 

REPORTS OF U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP OR IN THIS GENERAL AREA PRIOR 
TO THE ARRIVAL OF ROBERT GARWOOD. FURTHER. CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY 
IDENTIFICATION AND/OR DETAILS CONCERNING THE THAI RETURN^ WHO 
DIA/DC-2 BELIEVED MAY HAVE BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR. 
{DC-2 COMMENT: IF A THAI WERE HELD THERE IN 197'* 'T SEEMS HE MIGHT 
NOT HAVE BEEN HELD ALONE.) 

5. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOUR I SON. 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 



SERIAL: 



IIR 6 024 0120 90 



COUNTRY- 



VIETNAM (VM) 



SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0120 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K5 TAN 
LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN OCT 77 TO DEC 80 



DOI: » 771000 - 801200. 



SOURCE: ^ SOURCE IS AM 

ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAlff . SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 77 TO DEC 
80. ENaOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS— 
VJ9267, MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48- 
10//. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM CAMP WAS 
organized' INTO SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K1 TO K6. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR . DEPUTY COMMANDER OF 
K5 WAS PSS MAJOR PHAM NGOC BAN. TOTAL NUMBER OF CADRE 
ADMINISTERING K5 WAS UNKNOWN, BUT ABOUT ONE PLATOON 
PERFORMED DUTY AS GUARDS PATROLLING INSIDE THE COMPOUND 
AND IN THE GUARD TOWERS. TOTAL POPULATION OF K5 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 2,000 INMATEST 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K5 COMPOUND 
FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 150 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT TWO METERS HIGH 
WHICH IN TURN WAS SURROUNDED BY A STONE WALL ABOUT THREE 
METERS HIGH. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR 
CORNERS. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
EAST WALL. JUST INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT WAS THE 
SECURITY OFFICE AND INTERROGATION ROOM. THE CENTER OF 
THE COMPOUND WAS FAIRLY OPEN WITH A FLAG POLE, A 20 BY 
30 METER MEETING ROOM CONSTRUCTED OF WOOD WITH A THATCH 
ROOF, AND A 10 BY 30 METER DISPENSARY CONSTRUCTED OF 
BRICK WITH A TILE ROOF. ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE CAFff 
WAS A ROW OF FIVE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES AND A SPECIAL 
DETENTION FACILITY. THE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES WERE 
ABOUT 8 BY 30 METERS AND HELD 150-200 INMATES. THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION BUILDING WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS 
ABOUT FIVE METERS SQUARE THAT COULD HOLD 10 PRISONERS 
EACH. DOWN THE SOUTH WALL WERE FOUR REGULAR DETENTION 



HOUSES, A PIG STY, AND THE INMATE KITCHEN AND FOODSTUFFS 
WAREHOUSE. AS MOST OF THE STRUCTURES IN THIS COMPOUND, 
THE DETENTION HOUSES WERE CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE 
ROOFS. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS~PER UNIT. UNITS WERE SUB-DIVIDED INTO TEAMS 
(TOOR) OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. LABOR ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
DEPENDENT ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS. 

6. SCHEDULE. 

0600 - 0610 WAKE UP, EXERCISE 

0610 - 0620 BREAKFAST 

0620 - 0700 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER 



0700 - 1130 LABOR DUTIES 

1130 - 1300 RETURN TO CAMP . LUNCH,. REST 

1300 - 1700 CONTINUE LABOR 

1730 - 1930 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 

SESSIONS 
2100 SLEEP 

7. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE OVER 2,000 
INMATES MOSTLY MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN OFFICIALS 
OF THE FORMER REGIME. 

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 



ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 
ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

2. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION IN IIR 6 024 
0116 90., 



ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 

MEMORY DRAWING OF CAMP . , 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 

SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES . 
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R 010616Z NOV 86 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEACHS/CHS-GRID/OCJCS 

RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI ROLLING AFB DC 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 010241Z NOV 86 

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEAIJU/NPIC 

RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 



DIST: 31 OCTOBER 1986 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM 

SUB J: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 

IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM 
DOI: OCTOBER 1978 - APRIL 1982 

SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 



FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE LIEUTENANT COLONEL WHO- WAS 
DETAILED TO THE NATIONAL POLICE, SOURCE OBTAINED THE 



BT 
EZ1: 




PAGE OC 



INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE AN 
INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
1986. 

TEXT' 1. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO APRIL 1982 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 
THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. 
THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE AH 
THUONG RAILROAD STATION IN VINH PHU. ALTHOUGH THE VILLAGE AND 
DISTRICT WERE UNKNOWN, THE FIVE SUBCAMPS OF THE TAN LAP CAMP, 
DESIGNATED K1 THROUGH K5, WERE LOCATED WITHIN THE TRIANGULAR LAND 
MASS FORMED BY THE CONFLUENCE OF THE "LO" RIVER AND ONE OF 
SOUTHEASTERLY FLOWING TRIBUTARIES, THE "A-MAI" STREAM, IN NORTHERN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT: IN THIS AREA THE LO RIVER 
SEEMED TO FLOW DUE SOUTH AND A-MAI STREAM FLOWED SOUTHEAST. ) 

2. SUBCAMP-5, THE HEADQUARTERS AT TAN LAP, WAS DIVIDED INTO 
ZONES A AND B. ZONE A DETAINED NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS AND ZONE B • 
IMPRISONED FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM OFFICERS, AMONG 
WHOM 120 WERE FORMER LIEUTENANT COLONELS; ABOUT 350 WERE MAJORS; AND, 
APPROXIMATELY 150 WERE FORMER ARVN CAPTAINS. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE 
WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ORGANIZATION/STRENGTH OF THE OTHER SUBCAMPS 
AT TAN LAP, NOR WAS HE AWARE OF THE DETAILS OF THE CRIMINALS IN ZONE 
A.) 

3. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). THERE WAS A STAFF OF APPROXIMATELY 200 
BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT K5 SUBCAMP; THE OTHER SUBCAMPS WERE STAFFED 
WITH FROM 60 TO 100 BNV PERSONNEL, DEPENDING ON PRISONER STRENGTH AND 
THE SIZE OF THE SUBCAMPS. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION COMMANDER WAS BNV 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL (FNU) ((THUY)). BNV MAJOR ((CHIEU)) WAS DEPUTY 
COMMANDER. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE 
COMMUNICATIONS GEAR UTILIZED AT THIS FACILITY.) 
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R f30223Z HAY 85 

FK JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
OIA VASHINGTW; DC//DC-2// 
SECDEP WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 



2YUW RUMTBKA7171 1330223 



CAMP B OF m HA WHICH WAS DIVIDED INTO CAMPS A. B. C. E. ^ ' 
AND ll^(MEEX). SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM R£-ED IN SEPTEMBER 
1980. - 

7 RAVf A pnWTRIF FORWARDIMfi ADDRESS AS: . 

SD 



CITE: 



LIAISON BANGKOk TH 27171 
3292 HAY 85. 
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SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 35-148. HEARSAY OF U.S. PWS HELD IN 
NORTHERN VIETNAM 

1 SOURCF NAMf- SC. noR- S i> 

p5g. ?0o«f» PnSTTlON: 

fPT ARVN SN St) PRESENT LOCATJnw- 

IDENTIFICATION DATA: I.D. 
DOl- 1976-79; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 1 MAY 1985: NAME OF 
INTERVIEWER: MR. GARNETT E. BELL; OTHER: ARRIVED THAILAND 
21 DECEMBER 1984 (LANDROUTEK 

2 .UMMARY: SOURCE. A 41 YOA HALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CPT ARVN. PROVIDED LIHITED HEARSAY INFORMATION 
CONCERNlNo U.S. PWS HELD IN HOANG LIEN SON AND HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCES. END OF SUMMARY. 

3 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCA- 
TiON AT CAMP 14 (TRAl 14) OF INTERCAMP 1 (LT-1) IN THE YEN - 
BAI AREA OF HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE DURING 1975-77 HI 

HEARD FROM LOCAL VILLAGERS IN THE AREA THAT AMERICANS HAD 
BEEN HELD NEARBY. SOURCE HEARD FROM THE VILLAGERS THAT 
DURING THL WAR (DIDN'T SAY WHEN) APPROX 2D U.S. PWS WERE ^ 
HELD IK A CAVE CALLED "HANG COC". SOURCE DID NOT HEAR 
FROM THE VILLAGERS WHAT HAPPENED TO THE U.S. PWS. 

4 SOURCE HEARD FROM CAMP CADRE AT NAM HA SUB- 
CAMP B. HA NAM NINH PROVINCE THAT U.S. PWS HAD BEEN HELD 
AT SUBCAMP -ME- DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR HOW 
MANY US PWS. WHEN THEY WERE HELD. OR WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THEM SOURCE HEARD THE STORY DURING 1979.. WHILE AT NAM 
HA CAMP B SOURCE ALSO OBSERVED SEVERAL AMERICAN NAMES AND 
DATES (COULDN'T REMEMBER THE NAMES OR DATES BUT STATED 
THAT THE NAMES WERE SPELLED DIFFERENTLY AND NOT JUST ONE 
PWI SCRATCHED ON THE WAIL OF HIS CELL IN HOUSE #8. 

5 SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFOR- 
MATION CONCERNING THE U.S. PWS HELD AT YEN BAI OR NAM 
HA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN 
VIETNAM. 

6 AS OF 30 APRIL 1975. SOURCE RESIDED AT DON HOA 
(H). NGUYET HOA (V). CHAU THANH (0). VINH BINH (P). 
SOURCE'S LAST UNIT OF ASSIGNMENT WAS AT TRA CU SUBSECTOR, 
VINH BINH KBC4975 AS THE S-3 OPERATIONS OFFICER. SOURCE 
WAS ARRESTED ON 3D APRIL 1975 AND HELD AT THE TRA CU 
POLICE HQ UNTIL 5 MAY 1975 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFEMEO TO 
KHAM LON PRISON. VINH BINH. IN SEPTWBER 1975 SOIRCE 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO TRA NOC, CAN THO. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE 
WAS TRANSFERRED BY BOAT FROM CAN THO TO VINH CITY, N6HE 
AN. THEN BY TRAIN TO YEN BAI. HOANG LIEN SON. SOURCE WAS 
HELD INITIALLY AT T-14. LTl (AH14NT) THEN TRANSFERRED IN 
JUNE 1978 TO T-ll. LTl (AHllNT). CAMP T-11 WAS CHANG£D 
TO CAMP 7B (AH7BNT) SHORTLY AFTER SOURCE'S ARRIVAL THERE. 
IN OCTOBER 1978 CONTROL OF THE CAMP SYSTEM WAS CHANGED 
FROM THE MOD (BQP) TO THE MOl <BNV). SOURCE WAS TRANS- 
FERRED IN OCTOBER 1978. AT THE TIME OF THE CHANGE. TO 



ACTION <U.8.F) 
INFO CMB 0C(1> SECDEF:(1) SEC0EF(9) USDP(ll) 

DC-2(2^ NMIC(1» AT-3(1) DB-2(1) DB-2C(1) DB-5D3(1) 

DlA(l) DC-4A3(1) 
+SAFE 



0^ 



31 



MCN=85133/00265 T0R=85 1 33/0225Z T AD'851 33/0226Z 



CDSN=MIA030 

PAGE 1 OF 1 
1302232 MAY 85 



CRT 33 L i 22-MAR-84^ 21:03:35. - 



-s:^ o ^ . #*i . fi?? -t PAGE 



EZ02: 

P 19G501Z NAFt C4 . 
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(Investigative article in Tien Phong newspaper, issue no. 50, 
14-20 December 1982, pp 1/2,] 



WHAT WAS SEEN AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP? 



How do the camp inmates live? 

The public security combatants — adminstrators and teachers. 
The issues that are raised. 



On arriving at the camp, the first thing before us was a 
high wall atop of which were barbed wire and guard towers. On 
winter morning, the midlands hills were deserted and a chilly 
wind was blowing. A steel gate opened, and we entered. 
Suddenly, everyone exclaimed, "Oh, what beautiful flowers.!" 

Major Bu.i Van Chieu, the warden of Tan Lap Camp who guided 
us on a tour of the place, nodded and said: A young inmate 
takes care of these rows of flowers. His home is in Ngoc Ha, 
and [theyj bring him seeds when [they] come to visit him. 
Consequently, our camp has all Icinds of flowers the year round. 

Right beyond the flower gardens are the vegetable gardens, 
with papayas and bananas. On our left is a woodcutting shed, 
and on our right is a carpenter team making furniture. After 
that is a blacksmith shop from which the sound of a hammer can 
be heard. . 

As we pass through another wall, we step into the housing 
area for the inmates. The walls are whitewashed, and there are 
bars on the windows. But there is a flower garden in front of 
each building. There are many beautiful banners atop the walls 
with slogans that only are found here: "If one has good 
thoughts at night, he will do good work by day," "A clean room 
makes for a beautiful camp," and "Emulate in production to 
improve the lives of the inmates." 

The member of the public security who guides us continues: 
This is the area for those with heavy sentences and the most 
vicious, the "bear-headed" ones as they frequently are referred 
to in slang, the reference being to robber "bands" and 
exploiting "associations." Those you have just seen are 
planting vegetables inside the camp. Others are allowed to go 
out to work in the fields, to go up to the terraces to pick tea 
to work as carpenters and millers, and to process elsholzia oil 
for export. Those who are the most progressive are allowed to 
go into the forests alone to collect firewood and to tend 
buffalos, and do not need to be accompanied by guards. 
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We suddenly exclaimed, "A prison like this is very 
expansive !*• "Yes," one of the young public security members 
replied, "very expansive, in both the real life and the absract 
senses of a prison." 

I remembered the views expressed by an individual prior to 
our arriving here, "How could it be like that? They have caused 
mistakes and must accept heavy punishments 1 " 

Major Chieu smiled kindly and said, "Even in our own sector 
there are a number of people who do not yet have a correct 
viewpoint. But let me first of all invite you to become 
acquainted with the camp inmates. Eighty percent of them are 
youths . " 

We sat down and questioned Le Quoc Khanh, age 21, of Ly Nam 
De Street. He was youthful looking and had a light complexion 
and rounded cheeks. He had been a student in Grade 10. At a 
glance, you could see that he was very mischievous. There was a 
hole in his right earlobe (for an earring?). His mother was a 
doctor and his father was a retired cadre. We wanted to see 
what his obse^rvat ions were on the place and on those who were 
detaining him there. 

"I came to the camp in May 1982. After I entered the camp, 
I studied the camp's regulations and discipline, and I prepared 
a statement of all the bad things I had done out in society and 
promised to carry out well the four norms of a camp inmate. 
These are to clearly recognize one's crimes and continue to 
reveal accomplices still on the outside; to endure hardship in 
order to study politics; to actively engage in labor in order to 
reform well; and to fully carry out the camp's regulations^. 

"At present, I am in the agricultural team. I want to stay 
in the camp for three years, and I will learn some occupation 
that is compatible. On the very first day that I went out to 
harvest and transplant, I worked as hard as anyone. Everyone 
was issued a set of clothing, a blanket, and a mosquito net on 
entering the camp, but I asked for permission to use the 
mosquito net and blanket that my family had sent me.?* 

"Tell me specifically whether you were ever scolded or 
beaten . " 

"I must admit that the first time I committed a crime, I 
shuddered on only hearing mention of the word 'prison.' But 
when the convoy took us from Hoa Lo across the Long Bien Bridge, 
one in the group who had been a repeat criminal many times 
shouted, 'It's Tan Lap!' It was not until I got here that I 
finally understood what a reeducation camp was like. In 
particular, the public security cadres are very human. Nearly 
all of them are young, about my age. I frequently have 
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encountered the situation where cadres are sitting and talking 
with inmates about the streets of Hanoi, or the scene of cadres 
and inmates fighting for a ball on a grass court. I have only 
one thought: peace of mind and sincerity to reeducate myself.** 

Tran Dinh [Liem?], also known as Minh, age [24?], who lived 
in Kim Lien (several words blurred in xeroxing] and was brought 
to Tan Lap from that camp. Since he had made so much progress, 
the inmates in his subsection of the camp elected him a standing 
member for emulation. 



ILiem?] related the following to us: The camp inmates 
elect their own group and team leaders and their cultural and 
emulation sections. We have a congress of camp inmates once 
each year to discuss and vote on productive labor norms and to 
re-elect the emulation standing committee. This committee has 
the mission of daily checking on and reminding inmates to comply 
with regulations, to work and study well, and to maintain good 
sanitation and order. If any inmate gets his family to come and 
visit him, and send him many things, we will record these in the 
log book and help him to manage them. In that way, the inmates 
take them out and use them gradually, and they do not take them 
back to their crowded rooms where many complications could 
develop. But the principal mission of our emulation section is 
the monthly observation and grading of the re-education of the 
inmates and classifying of them into one of three categories: 
good, intermediate, and poor. Those who are good are rewarded. 
The type of reward that the inmates like the most is to meet 
people from home more often and for longer periods of time. 

And this is Nguyen Van Viet, age 22. When he met us, he 
gave the impression of being a dullard, but actually he is^yery 
crafty, just like a fox. Consequently, he has the nickname" 
"Viet the fox." He escaped from Agro-Industrial General School 
No. 1 (the school for spoiled children which is two kilometers 
away from the Tan Lap camp) 18 times. After entering this camp, 
Viet tried to escape three times but was recaptured each time. 

We asked him, "How were you punished after each attempted 
escape?" "Viet the fox" replied, "The cadres also had 
compassion for me. They only kept me in a separate cell for 
-seven days. Only the hot-tempered ones who hit and stabbed each 
other and who resisted the public security police to escape were 
punished with 14 days in special confinement. To have to go 
into special confinement meant being poor in reeducation. And 
if one is recognized as being poor, then, the warden committee 
recommends taking the matter to higher echelons, which could 
prolong one*s time in the camp. Nobody wants this, including 
me . 



That's the way it is with the Tan Lap Reeducation Camp and 
the people who are concentrated there. We sit and recall those 
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we met there, for example Viet "the fox," Khanh "chains," etc., 
and we exchange views. Clearly we cannot sympathize with the 
superficial viewpoint that Iwe should simply go ahead and?! 
detain those who have committed crimes for a long time and force 
them to endure very heavy penalties in order to atone (?) for 
the mistakes they have created out in society. But what is the 
right way to educate and reform them? And will that way be 
successful? Now, quite a few of the youths who leave the camp 
revert back to their old shortcomings. 

First of all, there needs to be a review of the things that 
have already been done. It must be said that in past years the 
public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp have 
exerted great efforts. Managing many who have been depraved, 
have bottled-up emotions and parched souls are the youthful' 
combatants who have not even been through any normal school. 
And yet these cadres simultaneously work as security guards and 
also organize stepped up production on 500 hectares of fields to 
improve the living conditions for the inmates. These cadres 
also are the teachers to educate these inmates to make them good 
people and to return them to their families and society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been educated veil and have left 
the camp. This is an outstanding achievement of the entire body 
of public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp. 
Expert craftsmen have a pair of golden hands, and the public 
security personnel there have golden hearts. Many families are 
forever grateful to them. These are the answsers to the 
questions posed earlier. As for the type of education methods? 
First lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen is still youthful and yet he has 
Inumber blurred] years of working in reeducation camps. 
Starting as a reconnaissance combatant, he has since vorked_in^. 
administration and indoctrination, has been the leader of a 
production team, and now is chief of the Education Section of 
Tan Lap Camp. He has consciously studied this special class of 
people and has amassed a great deal of interesting experience. 

He said: The main thing is that we have defined our own 
responsibility and have faith in the ability of the inmates to 
raise themselves up. We tell ourselves, 'The inmates are 
spoiled, but they are not rotten yet.' 

Vu Xuan Nguyen spoke a great deal about people's feelings 
and about compassion. He told us: With people who by their 
very nature are rude, who drink and swear, and who use knives to 
oppress and exploit others, the only way to get to them is 
through their feelings. The joint youth union chapter of Tan 
Lap Camp held a specialized conference to discuss the question, 
"Can Hitting Inmates Help Them to Return to the Right Path?" 
The conclusion was that blows are not effective and only 
demonstrate impotence in the task of educating. 
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One education form that is very successful is the setting 
of good example. For those who have had to go into a 
reeducation camp, a good example or a concrete role model which 
they can follow is even more important. And that good example 
cannot be anyone else but the very ones who are their 
administrators and indoctr inators • 

These comrades are models from their speech to their dress, 
behavior and work. In particular, they maintain honesty and 
integrity. That is the source of their influence with the 
inmates. There have been attempts to bribe the cadres, but 
these have not been successful. The most well-known instance is 
that of Nguyen Due Lam who conceialed an expensive watch on his 
person and in the end had to deposit it and turn it over to his 
family to take home with them. (According to camp regulatidns, 
the inmates are not allowed to keep money, watches, gold rings, 
etc.) He admitted that for a whole year, he sought every 
opportunity and had hoped to use that watch to buy off some 
greedy cadre. But all of the cadres were very gentle and very 
serious. The cadres live frugally and do not covet the 
possessions of others. 

How is the education of the inmates in the area of labor 
conducted at Tan Lap Camp? Through working in the fields, 
planting vegetables, making bricks, constructing houses, forging 
knives and mattocks, making furniture, etc., every inmate 
gradually becomes familiar with labor. Initially, they come to 
understand the value of labor and that the actions of certain 
others are savage and inhumane. A number of inmates, on 
returning to their families, have [two lines of text xeroxed 
poorly in the original] in the camp. 

The unity with inmate families and with the local 
government to educate the inmates is also quite close. And, 
thanks to the Ministry of Interior's Department of Prisons, the 
Tan Lap Camp has two rrovie projectors — the inmates see films 

twice each month many radios, and a wired radio network [10?] 

kilometers in length, with enough small speakers so that there 
is one in each inmate's room. There also is a relatively 
complete supply of books and newspapers. 

We said to each other: Compared to the needs of the 
inmates, there still is not enough. Under the current 
conditions, however, this is a truly great effort which 
demonstrates the humane policy of our party and state. 

In talking to the warden of Tan Lap Reeducation Camp, one 
of the members of our group said, "You comrades have exerted 
many great efforts that have truly moved us." As one of .[ourl 
comrades said on parting with the chief of the Education 
Section, Vu Xuan Nguyen, "[two words blurred], ve will return to 
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the city, our native villages, and our families, and the cadres 
vUl stai on here indefinitely. Of course, there still are some 
things that are worth thinking about." 

And what are those things? First of all, the reeducating 
of mistaken people is an extremely difficult task. The state 

entrus?ed tL public security sector with the responsibility 
for it. In order to perform this difficult mission well, 
however, we see a need for the active participation of many 
sectors first of all the Youth Union, the education, public 
health, labor, culture, and physical education and sports 
sectors, the Vocational Training General Department, etc. 
industr al productive labor has a great effect on the education 
and reform of people. The bulk of the inmates there are urban 
people consequently, there need to be instructors to teach 
vocations and the equipping of each camp with a vocational 
training shop so that the inmates can learn a profession and 
have an easy time in finding jobs when they leave the camp. 
This is a pressing aspiration of the inmates. The inmates very 
much hope that when they complete their terms in reeducation, 
the production installations will not be predDudiced against 
ihem and push them away but instead will help by taking them in 
and giving them jobs, thereby creating conditions for them to 
continue to train themselves in their areas of progress. 

Recognizing the proper role of the reeducation camps, 
unceasingly educating and improving the teaching abilities of 
those who work at the camps, having compassion for these youths 
5So are spoiled but not yet rotten, and contributing to making 
these inmates into honest and upright P-°P 
wanted to mention when we said our farewell to the public 
security combatants, beloved people, and inmates who are 
striving to rebuild their lives at Tan Lap. ~ 



December 1982 



C Le Van Ba^ 
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From: CH-OPS 
To: CDR-JCRC 

Subj: U.S. Prisoners Held in Vlnh Phu Camp (Hearsay) 
Source: 

a. Name: SC^ 

b. DOB: 

I: Fomer Position: Major, ARVN; Blnh Dinh Sector Command, Regional Forces 

e. Present Location: V C r\ 

f . Identification Data 

g. DOI: 1979 (hearsay in Oct 81) 

h. Date of Interview: 21 Sep 83 

i. Interviewer: MSgt S. H. Downs USMC 

Source is a former career ARVN officer x.ho served from 1953 to 1968 as an 
engl^Li officer. .He was trained In pychological "jr^ ^re at the ^^yWar/^h-^ 
in Saieon in 1962 and at Ft. Bragg In 1965. Ordered to the Bxnh Dinh Sector 
^r^f to ^. the Chief of Political Affairs In 1968 he was assigned Instead 
to be the sector Logistics Officer In which capacity he served untxl 1970 He 
was elected to the Blnh Dlnh Provincial Council (legislator) in 1970 for a four 
year term. He^eturned to the Sector Command In October 1974 and served as the 
lector inspector (equivalent to IG) until the communist takeover in 1975. 

Source was held In reeducation at the former GVN Prison in Qui Nhon City from 
ipriJ to Lgust 1975, then at "long Trai in PhuX Phong (D) Binh Dinh (P) 
until November 1976. He was then transferred to "Tong Trai *5" 30 Km west of 
S^y Hoa (C) in Cung Son (area name), Phu Yen (P) (presently Phu Khanh). TLn 
Sciber 1978 he wL transferred to A30 Camp, Dong Bo. 15 Km south of Cung Son. 
He was released on 22 June 1981 and lived in Qui Nhon until forced to a new 
economic zone In Long Khanh (P) in August 1981. where he remalxxed one month. He 
returned to him home in Qui Nhon due to a back injury. 

In October 1981. source was visited by his brother. ^ ^ . "1;°. 

recently been released from reeducation in NVN.and was enroute to join his family 
i^ Saigon, whe^e he still lives (source disclaimed knowledge of address; see 
comment below) . 

so revealed to source that while in Vinh Phu Camp, 60 Km ^, f If 
Ba Vi Mountains (NFI). in 1979, he was required to work at a special camp nearby 
^ liicHwol^erican; were heid. SO allegedly told source that he was requxred 
t^ lo "sanitation" work in the camps because the "special prisoners" were not 
Required two it for themselves. Source stated that St. referred to the number 
of^sich prisoners as "two" at times and as "some" at other ti^es. , gave no 

detail to support his contention that the special prisoners f J^^^^^^* ^ 
Source conjectured that his brother knew it because they were not Vietnamese. 
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According to source, S<> disclosed no other details of the matter. Source 
responded negatively to all remaining specific questions. 

Comment: 

Source generally appeared reluctant to reveal personal information about his 
brother. He was at first evasive about his brother's address, then stated he 
did not know it. Source eventually revealed the following about his brother: 
Former ARVN captain; Intelligence officer In J-2, General Staff of the Armed 
Forces, Saigon. was held in reeducation from 1975 to 1981 In NVN. 

Source anticipates settlement In the U.S. in the next couple of months. He 
provided this forwarding address: 
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BEGIN TRANSLATION 



TO: Mr. Vincent Mayer 

A few problems concerning re-education camps. 

In June 1976 I began being moved from the flam Hiep Re-education 
^Camp in Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, to northern Vietnam. 

My first northern camp was 6amp 12 of Yen Bai/Hoang Lien Son 
/(P). The camp had nine simple buildings, new constructed 
along the edge of a row of mountains, surrounded only by 
mountains and jungle. The buildings were only constructed 
of a frame with no walls, and nothing inside. The roofs were 
made of bamboo and sugar cane. Later, we were divided into 
teams and worked at sawing wood, chopping bamboo and sugar 
cane to rebuild. The short buildings held from 6O-8O people, 
while the longer buildings held from 80-120 people. Sleeping 
areas were covered with sugar cane and were single story. 
The buildings were surrounded with a sugar cane fence tightly 
weaved in a diagonal pattern. Camp 12 belonged to LTl, man- 
aged by the' 776 Gp. 

- SKETCH - 

In October 1977, I was moved to the Vinh Phu Re-ed Camp. This 
camp was managed by the PSS and consisted of 7 sub camps. 

The first sub camp I was in was K-1, which was a camp which was 
built in 19^5 and had been restored. The buildings were bui'lt 
with walls. The roof was made of "To-Le" and tile. Each build- 
ing held from 100-120 people. Sleeping areas were on tw^S' floors 
one above and one below. The buildings were surrounded by a 
durable brick fence which had spikes mounted on the top and 
had rolled barbed wire around the base. 

In January 1978, I was moved to K-2 of Vinh Phu. 
In January 198O, I was moved to' Thanh Phong Re-ed Camp of 
Thanh Hoa (P). 

In April 198O, I was moved to the Thanh Lam Camp of Thanh 
Hoa (P). 

At these camps, the buildings, the general camp shape, measure- 
ments and building materials were all alike. All building 
frames were wooden, while the roofs and walls were made of sugar 
cane and bamboo. Each building held from 100- I60 people. The 
camps were divided into two sections, one for political prison- 
ers (from South Vietnam) and one for criminals. The following 
sketch is of Thanh Lam. 



- SKETCH - 

Special points 

A. Area for political prisoners 
B* Area for criminal prisoners 

C. Area of prisoners who are under (constant) supervi- 
sion: Including those captured since i960, and a 
number of Chinese* 

The Thanh Lam Camp is also called the Thanh Lam Collective 
Farm. This area is a dangerous, difficult area fenced off 
deep in the mountainous jungles of Thanh Hoa (P). According 
to the Vietnamese communists, this area was to be developed 
into a living area for former RVN political figures. 

It is estimated that over 20,000 hectors of forest land will 
be exploited and will accommodate from 100,000 to 200,000 
political figures. These are the words of an official an- 
nouncement. The standard of living of the camp of To Ba 
Oanh, PSS Captain was depicted as wonderful: like saying 
goodbye to the symbol of a Collective Farm director. 
Naturally, they could not reach their goals, because when 
we arrived there were only about 1,000 people there. We 
were later moved from camp to camp or moved to camps in 
southern Vietnam. 

Myself and a number of others were moved to Camp 3 Tan Ky of 
Nghe Tinh (P). This camp was built in 19^5- The buildings 
were made of brick and had tile roofs. The sleeping areas 
Included two stories, one above and .one below. Each building 
held from 80-100 people. The camp perimeter wall was made 
of brick and was sturdy. Broken bottles were imbedded on 
top of the wall, as were spikes- Rolled barbed wire was also 
used. 

This camp held the following elements of inmates • 

- Political (former RVN politicians) 

- FULRO 

- Commandos (captured from 196O on, and included some Chinese) 

- Criminals 

On 10 March I983, I was released. The camp population at that 
time was over 2,000. Political Inmates numbered approximately 
1,000 people. Of those Inmates, I remember the following people 



- Dang Thanh Cu 

- Nguyen Huu A 

- Ton That Khien 

- Linh Muc Lan 



Special Police Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Colonel 
Chaplain 
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Nguyen Hoang Thao 
Mai Van Thanh 
Ly Minh Tam 
Do Van Dlen 
Phong (given name) 
Le Chi Thien 
Hai (given name) 
Tran Huii Que 
Nguyen Van Bich 
Thuat (given name) 
A (given name) 
Tran Van My 
Phong (given name) 



ARVN Security Major 

ARVN Major 

ARVN Captain 

ARVN LTC, Engineer 

ARVN Major, Recon, "tinh" 20l|" 

ARVN LTC 

VNAF LTC 

ARVN LTC 

ARVN LTC 

Captain, Binh Dinh Development 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 



END TRANSLATION 
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Re-Ed Camp Repc ■ 




1 ^ Name: SC ^ Qj, 

Rank: Captain • ..... - 

^ Unit: 11 0th Wing, 1st Division, Airforce ^ 

i r;; r" "^^ ist January 1981. ' 

Dear Sir: 

^ At your request, I am going to write what I've seen and heard during the ^ 

i time I was the prisoner of the Vietnamese communists. At first I have to 

I ask you to keep this report a secret. Please do not 'reveal any name or 

;| details given, to any International organizations or to the Press. 



Places and names of detention: 

1. Long Giao Camp, Long Khanh (1975 - 1976) over 10,000 people from 
Captain to 'Colonel. I don't know the name of the leader and the organization 
of the camp. 

2. Joint Camp IV (Regiment Command) in Hoang Lien Son Province was divided 
into 9 camps = !, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. From July 1976 to August 1978, I 
had been in camps 9, 3, 7,4. — 

- Each camp had 300 detainees, one camp leader, 30 to 40 security men. 

- Everyday, we had to work either in the woods or in the fields. 

- The leader of 7th camp was Captain Hang (1978) 

- Over 50 prisioners died of sickness, exhaustion, food poisoning. They 
were buried in Cam Nhan Village. 

- During 1977 to 1978, the communist launched their appressive campaign 
against the political prisoners. 



/ 

3. 197^- 198^ = in Vinh Quang- Camp (Ha Noi) 



3, 



Camp leaders ^ 

a) Iran Van Ho: Lieutenant Colonel (1978 - 198uj 

b) Nguyen Cac : Major (1980) ^ 

* Vinh Quang camp was, divided into two zones: A & B. 

- Zone A: spread over 40,000m with 2 barracks, each having 7 houses of 

6m x 20mr Each housed 70 people and each person had exactly 0.42m sleeping 
space. Two security guards made checks every 30 minutes at night although 
all doors were locked. Each morning we were waken up by the sound of the 
gong and waiting for the door to be opened and got ready for work. ^ 

- Zone B: located in the North of Zone A, over 4,000 square meters and 
having 500 people". The total population of Vinh Quang camp was 1,500. 

* The names of the detainees x^ho are still in the camp (since 1978): 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Day Diem = former officer in Airforce, 
1st division, 38 years old. (Zone A). 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Trung = 40 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone A) . 

3. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Van Manh = 48 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone B) . 

4. Lieutenant Colonel Cao Quang Khuyen = 40 years old, in Airforce, 
1st division (Zone A). 

5. Lieutenant Colonel Le Man Hoat = 47 years old, in Airforce, 1st 
division (Zone B) . 

6. Major Huynh Ngoc Duong = 45 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 
(Zone B) . 

7. Major Tran Van Vinh =40 years old; in Airforce, 1st division (Zone 
B). 

8. Major Nguyen Quoc Hai = 38 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 
(Zone A) . 



9. Major Nguy > Xuan Hue = 38 years ^Id. in Ay-^^orce, 1st division 
(Zone A) . 

10. captain Duong Viet Dang = 35 yeai^ old. in Airforce. 1st division 
(Zone A). 

11. Captain Do Dung = 33 years old. Airforce, Is^^ (Zone A) 
S^'captain Le An = 37 yfears old. Artillery. Infantry 1st division. 

13. Colonel Ly Ba Pham ='50 years old, former chief of Khanb Hoa Province 
(Nha Trang). 

14. Captain Nguyen Van Phuong = 38 years old, in Han Nghia Sector - ; 
(Zone A). _ ■• • - - ■ 

* I have not heard of any American prisoners. 

* AS I heard, Tan Lap Camp in Vinh Phu housed over 4,000 prisoners, had been 
transferring the prisoners to Central and South Vietnam, specially to Binh 
Tuy region. 

* Ha Nam Ninh Camp (Ha Noi) = the prisoners mostly were former colonels. 
Colonel Hoang Tich Thong, former deputy commander of Infantry 2nd division 
was among them. 

* Ha Tay Camp = I was there for 3 days before release. This camp held only 
generals and high ranking civilian officers. Former Minister of Defense 
Tran Trung Dung and Major General Le Minh Dao were detained there: 

Living Condition: 

* Each one was given 12 kgs. of food, sometimes only 9 kgs.. mostly dried 
or fresh cassava or rye. Once or twice every 30 days we would have some 
rice. The main dish was salt water and green vegetables. Sometimes 
every one or two months we were given 100 or 150 grs. of water buffalo 
meat each. The prisoners relied on their families for. food supply. Most 
of them were in very bad shape. 



* Labor: 8 hours of work each day, 6^ays a week, overtime on Sunday 
twice a monthi .ailed "Labor Society Day". 

* Political education = after we were transferred to Vinh Quang Camp 
(1978 - 1981) we only learned of the International news from our families . 
Almost all of us had hoped that the Chinese military would help us to be 

change Vietnam's situation.' . - • ; 

* Mail = we were allowed -to write once a month under their control. 
Sometimes it was A or 5 months before the letters were sent. 

*The communists never allowed us to meet the. International delegations. 
The delegates would see very few people in the camp. The prisoners whom 
the conkunists had chosen, had to tell the delegates what the communists 
told them to say. 

If the prisoners told the delegates the truth they were later bound hand 
and foot and were never eligible for release from prison. 

The communists displayed a lot of food but the prisoners weren't allowed 
to eat it and later it was taken away. 

* Even if a prisoner was sick unless it was obvious he was forced to work. 
Only when it rained very had did we get time off because they feU. it- 
was too hard to control the prisoners during hard rain. 

Cad re s Comrai t tee : 

* Instructional cadres = each house had 70 people and was a team itself. 
One or two cadres were in charge of our spiritual and our political 
activities. 

* Supervisor Cadres = accompanied the detainees out for field work. Alx^ays 
armed and on shift, these cadres were responsible for the exact number of 
the detainees whom they look out of carap. . 



They rotated in. order to avoid being involved s«itimentally with the 
detainees. Contrary to this the instructional cadres were assigned 
permanently to a group. ^ 

* Educational cadres = were responsible for the education of the prisoners, 
reading o^^^^^^^ newspapers, food rations, sick prisoners or the prisoners 
who worked at the camp. " ... .... 

* Food supply team leader = Major Thinh. . . . ..r. . 

* Agriculture cadres = supervised the prisoners' planting duties. 

* Planning cadres = in charge of the prisoners' productivity. 



I personally saw or heard all that is written above. The above information 



is general', if you want details, please ask me. 



c. . 



Instructional 



VINH QUANG CAMP COMMITTEE 



Chief 
Supervisor 



Cadres Committee 

I 



Supervisor 



Educational 



Supply Team 




L 

Assistant Supervisor 




Security Team 







Planning 



Agriculture 



Supply 



1 ^0 VAN KIM^ POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF TEC-HNICAL BUREAU IN DISTRICT ^U' 

■ _ ^ Ta^Lc^ 

6 OF SAIGON. 

ZV NGUYEN _THAnOaM P^^^^^^ SECTION CHIEF OF EMIGRATION. AND 

IMMIGRATION SECTION OF THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT OF THE POLICp HEADQUARTERS. 

. . . ... ........ 

3. IRyON6_HgANG_HA pQLiCE CAPTATN^ BUREAU CHIEF OF THE SECURITY BUREAU 
IN BINH DINHy- QUI NTTO N 

^- L§_VAN_BON^ POLICE CAPTAIN/. BUREAU CHIEF OF THE PRODUCTION CENTER/ OF 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS. ^ . .. .: - . 

5. yO_NHy_LANG^ POLICE CAPTAIN IN ZONE 1 DANANG 

6. PHAM_\/AN_GIAy/; pQLlCE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF THE PSYCHO-WAR BUREAU OF 
DISTRICT 11/ SAIGON 

7. NGUYEN_VAN_NH// POLICE CAPTAIN OF THE NATIONAL POLICE INSTITUTE IN 
THU DUC. 

8- NGyYEN_NGOC_TAN/ |v,ilitary CAPTAIN OF THE POLY-WAR DEPARTMENT 

9. LY PHAT_TAN/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ INSPECTOR OF THE HEADQUARTERS IN SAIGON 

10. L£ TRUNG TRUC • POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF TRAN VAN LINH POLICE 
STATION IN DISTRICT 11 SAIGON. 

11. NGUYEN_\/AN_d4I/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF SECURITY BUREAU/ OF TAlGOtg 
POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

12. IRAN_DINH_CHyC/ ARMY CAPTAIN/ OF THE POLY-WAR 

13. NGyYEN_VAN_THANH/ POLICE CAPTAIN OF ZONE II. ' 

14. NGUYEN._XyAN_LAM/ POLICE CAPTAIN/ ASSISTANT CHIEF OF THE SPECIAL POLICE 
BUREAU. 

15. NGyYEN_VO/_POLICE CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF OPERATIONS BUREAU/ DISTRICT 9 

16. Vg_VAN_KIEI, ^^^Y OFFICER 

17. NGUYEN VAN DUONG/ ARMY 1ST. LIEUTENANT/ POLY-WAR 



STATION/ DISTRICT ) • ? 

20. H0AN6_VAN_PHygNG, POLICE CAPTAIN-t. CHIEF OF PHU DINH POLICE 
STATION/ DISTRICT 6 — 

21. 2ANG_THE_CHINH/ POLIC'Ei CAPTAIN/ CHIEF OF THE CITY HALL POLICE 
STATION/ DISTRICT .1 

22. HUYNH HUU^LONG POLICE MAJOR/ COMMANDER OF THE POLICE FORCE IN 
BINH DAI DISTRICT "CGIONG TRClM> BEN TRE. 

23. LE DUYCHAT/ LIEUTENANT COLONEL/ COMMANDER OF SPECIAL ZONE 7 
CUM CIVILIAN DISTRICT CHIEF. 

24. TRU0N6_\/AN_TRg/ LIEUTENANT COLONEL OF THE SPECIAL ZONE 44 

25. VO VAN_SET POLICE CAPTAIN/ COMMANDER OF THE 7TH FIELD 
POLICE COMPANY OF THE SPECIAL BATALLION 5 




26. NGUYEN VAN TRUONG, POLICE CAPTAIN CHIEF OF A POLICE STATION IN DISTRICT 5 
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P 272258Z JAN 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 271400Z JAN 87 

FM DIA. WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 



EZ2: 

1774/VO-PW 
SERIAL: 6-014-0118-86 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) /FRANCE (FR) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-01 18-86 /FRENCH PRISONERS AT MO CHEN PRISON 

DOI: 860928 (RO) 

SOURCE: . VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT 3*0, WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THERE WERE THREE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY AT MO CHEN 

PRISON IN 1963. 

TEXT: 

1. * SOURCE WAS CAPTURED ON 30 JUNE 1962 AT THE MOUTH OF THE SONG 
GIANG RIVER IN AN ENGAGEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES^- *" 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES HAD LOCATED SOURCE'S INFILTRATION 
TRAWLER SUPPORTING FROGMEN PLANTING MINES ON NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL 
CRAFT. AFTER IMPRISONMENT AT THE PROVINCIAL SECURITY SERVICES 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO HOA LO PRISON IN 
HANOI FOR FURTHER INTERROGATION BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY, 
SINCE RENAMED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. AFTER APPROXIMATELY TWO 
MONTHS HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MO CHEN PRISON, EAST OF SON TAY CITY. 
HE REMAINED AT MO CHEN UNTIL TRANSFERRED IN 1963 TO YEN THO PRISON 
IN CURRENT VINH PHU PROVINCE, SINCE RENAMED TAN LAP PRISON. 

2. IN 1963, EXACT DATE UNRECALLED, SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED ON A 
WORK DETAIL OUTSIDE THE PRISON. RETURNING TO THE PRISON HE OBSERVED 
THREE CAUCASIAN MALES WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. TWO WERE 
DECIDEDLY CAUCASIAN, THE THIRD APPEARING TO BE A SWARTHY NORTH 
AFRICAN EURASIAN. ALL THREE WERE ADULT MALES AND SOURCE INITIALLY 
ASSUMED THE TRIO WERE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY. HE DID NOT TALK TO 
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ANY OF THE THREE. " 

3. RETURNING TO HIS CELL SOURCE QUESTIONED POLITICAL PRISONERS' 

HE MET ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF THE THREE PERSONS HE BELIEVED TO BE 
FRENCH WHO WERE WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. THE POLITICAL 
PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE WERE INDEED FORMER FRENCH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL FROM THE EARLIER INDOCHINA WAR. HE ASKED WHY THEY WERE IN 
PRISON. THE POLITICAL PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE FRENCH WANTED TO 
RETURN TO FRANCE BUT HAD BEEN UNABLE TO AND WERE NOW IN PRISON. 
SOURCE NEVER SAW OR HEARD REFERENCE TO THE TRIO AFTER LEAVING MO 
CHEN PRISON. 

VO-PW COMMENTS: THE THREE INDIVIDUALS SOURCE REPORTED SEEING AT 
MO CHEN WERE ALSO SEEN AND REPORTED TO DIA BY ANOTHER BOAT CREWMAN 
AT HO CHEN IN 1962-63. THE THREE HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY CORRELATED 
TO FORMER FRENCH MILITARY FROM THE BA VI STATE FARM, POSSIBLY TWO OF 
WHOM WERE LATER OBSERVED AT PHO LU PRISON IN THE LATER 1960S. NONE 
WERE OBSERVED IN THE PRISON SYSTEM BY FORMER COMMANDOS AFTER 1971. 
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^. DEPARTMENT OF QEFENSE 

JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

^"lOP^IXY ZYIW RUEHOIIA5325 0850820 RSEMBLEO THE m HE HAD SEEN. 

P 2608182 m 86 

FM JCRC LIAISW TH 

TO COR jcr: barbers pt hi priority 

INFO U5CINCPAC HONOLULU H1//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 
OIA WASHINGTON OC//VO-PW// PRIORITY 
SECDEF WASHO://OASO-ISA/Wrf-M1A// PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSt MASHOCZ/NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
^n wft^Hnr.//.i?i// PRIORITY 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH 15325 
CITE: ■' 3223 HAR 86 

SUBJECT: JCRC REPORT 56-002. LIVE CAUCASIAN IN YEN BAI 
. - RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

REF: JCRC RPT «l6-003. U.S. HELICOPTER WITH REMAINS. 
DTD 26 MAR 86 

1 SOURCE: NAME: . DOB: 

• POB- S'h FOWFR pomimi- iiATTONAi ponrr 

CAPTAIN: PRESENT^OCATION 

^I'l IDENTIFICATION DATA: ji^ . 001: 

APRIL 1977- DATE OF INTERVIEW: 11 MARCH 1986; NAME OF 
INlERVItWER: DAVID W. ATHERTON. MSG, USA; OTHER: 
SOURCE'S ADDRESS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM WAS 
29'/llB BM HAT WARD 7. DISTRICT 10. HCMC. HIS YOUNGFR 
RRniHFR REMnF^iAT 

SOURCES RE-EDUCATION 

(REED) CHRONOLOGY WAS: 26 JUNE 1975 - JUNE 1976, TRUV 
TAM AN DUONG, BUN HOA; JUNE 1976 - OCTOBER 1977, CAMP 
14 INTERCAMP 1 HOANG LIEN SON. YEN BAI; OCT 77 - APRIL 
1982. TAN LAP. VINH PHU: APRIL 198S - OCTOBER 1984. HAM 
TAN Z30D. 

2 SUMMARY: SOURCE IS A 41 YEAR OLD FORMER 
VIETNAMESE NATIONAL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO PROVIDED INFORMA- 
TION CONCERNING THE SIGHTING OF A CAUCASIAN IN THE YEN 
BAI RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM IN APRIL 1977. SOURCE PROVIDED A 
FIRSTHAND DESCRIPTION AND CAMP RUMOR CONCERNING THIS IN- 
DIVIDUAL. 

3 INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION AS FACT. ON TWO OCCASIONS DURING APRIL 1977. 
WHILE INCARCERATED IN THE T14 CAMP OF THE YEN BAI RE- 
ED CAMP SYSTEM. SOURCE MADE TRIPS TO CAMP II WHERE HE 
OBSERVED A CAUCASIAN MALE (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS "HE"). 
HE WAS THIN. WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL. HAD 
A FULL HEAD OF BROWN HAIR CUT FAIRLY SHORT. SPORTED FULL. 
LONG SIDEBURNS AND WAS STILL YOUNG ALTHOUGH SOURCE WOULD 
NOT VENTURE A GUESS AS TO HIS AGE. HE SPOKE FLUENT 
VIETNAMESE. RUMOR HAD IT THAT HE DROVE A TRUCK AND 
WORKED ON THE CAMP GENERATOR. HE WAS ALSO THOUGHT TO 
HAVE BEEN PLANNING TO MARRY A VIETNAMESE GIRL. SOURCE 
HEARD THAT HE HAD AT ONE TIME MADE PREPARATIONS TO SHOW 

A MOVIE FOR A VILLAGE NEAR SOURCE'S CAMP. BUT SOURCE DID 
NOT RECALL THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE. WHEN SHOWN A GROUP 
OF PICTURES. SOURCE PICKED OUT TWO. ONE OF ROBERT GARWOOD 
IN AN AIRPLANE AND ONE OF A FRENCH ACTOR NAMED -ROBERT" 
BUT SAID THAT THE LAHER'S HAIR WAS TOO LONG. SOURCE 
INDICATED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GARWOOD MORE CLOSELY 
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INFO USDPiISAd) USDP:M1A(1) CJCS(4) DJS:(2) JKl) 

J3(6) NIOS(l) J5(2) CMB (}C(1) SECDEF(9) USDP(ll) 
V0-PW(2) NMIC(l) AT-3(2) 0B-2{1) 0B-2C(1) DB-2C2(1) 
DIA(l) 

•i-NSC WASHINGTON DC 
•K)CSA WASHINGTON DC 
♦CNO WASHINGTON DC 
iCSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+AIWCC n RITCHIE MD 
+SAFE 



MCN«86085/03031 T0R«86'^«'^ TAn.oftAo^ /0828Z CDSN«MIA809^ ^ ^ 

260618Z MAR 86 



C1SEAR 



MSGMO 
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R 09121 1Z OCT 85 
FM JCS WASMNGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWH/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANHCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 09112UZ OCT 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS »x _ 

INTO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

BTiFTf ICS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

SSS/SoUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 

RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

BT 



HI 



CITE: 
EZ2: 

SUBJECT: 



SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK <><>TH 60M25<x> 
3647 OCT 85. 



d5-04MA, REINTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 



REF: 



A. 
B. 



JCRC REPORT 

JCRC MSG RPT 35-044, DTG 240758Z JUL 85. 
DIA/VO-PW MSG, DTG 311611Z JUL fS- 

TO r,T5 «<s^£S£bvf^ 

Ic » npqPRTFR GVN COMMANDO. REF B REQUESTED REINTERVIEW 

PHOTOS OF ^^..^''^fS^aS^, WUYSIA 

™ ?m 2» AUGUST 1985. THE FOLLOWIHG IMFORMATIOH RE- 
jyi^m Sk OFiHE BEHTEHVIEU MO. WAS RELATED 

Tur AT THE AM THUONG TRAIN STATION, VICINITY WJ O'lOf • • 

?5«5^^1eS%. puced OH shall BOATS Am. taken to 



THE CAMP VIA A SMALL STREAM. THE TRIP FROM THE TRAIN 

Ji'^if SmG (I) me HAME xGaH OIAHO was TAICEN «HB WAS 

«ii nrnMc (v\ f nTHFRS WERE QUYET TIEN AND vINH TlbN/* 
i? m? ro?Ni T^WlSiriSjar^ SITE WRDi^D 
IL^^LSffli RE m CAMP THE THREE HA GIANG CAMPS WEflE 
I?f S;^tIwSeSfTO SUBCAMPS of A HIGHER ECHELON. 
Si ^fuS^^LSJ^flS TOO CAIff ffiADED BY THAN QUOC TOOAN. 
5S S^^STtS MiS?ItRY of public security, WHICH 
Tc bXS PM TPD THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS (MOI). 
Se ?A»^ ^ E^bSS^D IN 1961 AS A RESULT OF THE MOI 
J^MeV"CoSStoATE" THE "DANGEROUS" ELEMENTS. SOURCE 
SeJ^I^^^Y USED "XUAN GIANG RE-EDUCA^^^^ 
CAMP PHU TOO" AS A RETURN ADDRESS ON MAIL. SOURCE RE- 
nMTCT. THP irOLLOUING SRV CAMP PERSONNEL: 
' mS IJ^S^ Sk) MAJOR, APPROX 60 ^OA CAMP WARDEN. 
: S (FULL NAME UNK) 2LT, APPROX 30 YOA. EDUCATION 

-^S?*(FULL NAME UNK) SGT, INMATE SUPERVISOR WHO BEAT 

S^^'^D Z ?SlSw?rciTEGORIES OF INMATES: NVN 
J^TTAM Sd POLICE WHO RANKED FROM PRIVATES UP TO OF- 
?Tra5^^ N^aSiNISTRATORS of district AND PROVINCIAL 
[S^'aStI-SSuNIST writers; CATHOLIC PRIESTS; ANTI- 
SS'miCT POUTICAL FIGURES; PRIVATE LAND OWNERS; BUD- 
M^SSk^^ CAPTORED COMMANDERS. SOURCE RECALLED 
S^^toS^N^SiStSsHED INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE HELD IN 



THE CAMP: 



: rTiE^LrTHl™ ^^^^ ADMINISTRATOR IN 
l^J^ HUU TUONG, ASST CHAIRMAN OF THE CATOOLIC LEAGUE 



- LE VAN TY, AN ETHNIC VIETOAMESE (NOT MIXED) CAPTAIN 
IN THE FRENCH ARMY. ^ ^^^^ 

- NGO VAN MINH, LAWYER AND DISTOICT CHI^. 

- TRUONG MINH Jo. LAWYER AND DISTOICT CHIEF. 

- NGUYEN XUAN DOANH, ILT, ^i^AL QJGINEER. 

Q SOURCE EXPLAINED THE RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM AS 

FOLLOWS EACH RE-EDUCATION CAMP (ACTUALLY, PRISON 
r?MP^ CALLED "cStRAL CAMP" (TOUNG VONG) CONSISTED 
Q^oL ^CI^^^^ BY A WARDEN (GIAM TOI) AND 
So^BCaSs WMOnrcRE commanded by deputy WARDENS. 
OTI^^ SECTI^S INaUDED THE EDUCATI^ECTION 

SSilS AN^ TRAINING SECTION^ CAMP MANJGeOT^CTION 
AND A PRODUCTION SECTION. ^AOT CAMP NOILLY ffi^ 
Tft 1 nnn TNMATES 10-15 IN A GROUP CALLED A CELL ITOK 

roro'^Fir?^ madI a team (toah). a compani (doi) 
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R 091211Z OCT 85 

RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

SS/CMO WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

ROEALGX/SAFE 

R 09112MZ OCT 85 

FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH • 

" SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISOII BANCItOI TH SOUZS 

CITE! ■ 361.7 OCT 85. 

CONSISTED OF TNO ???? SEPABATED 

OR AREAS (KHH) IWI^M.^ISS.^S "^E oFioUR KILO- 
FROM ONE MOTHER ALATKINE, A REGULAR 

METERS. THE "MPS HAD A KITC^, J ^J^J^X^'oisclPLINARI 

BEEED APPROXIMATED 50. THEl UTCD ^*MTELI 
BARBACKS OHTSIDETffi CAMP AND HO^ mWlVa HOURS HHEN 

'""°''f„?'^p°n.^S ^gSS^SS MILITARY BUT 

REPORTING FOR DAILY DUTI. „i^*^V^"'^^-™ ESCORTING IN- 

^ T»i^f oS^CADrSi^NG WITH 

Kt^«S BTsr rsis ^Sa?^"*^ 



HOURS LIGHTS GOT WAS FROM 2100 2^1^052°- i^v^a" 
SEPTEMBER. BUDDHA'S ^J^S^^^ » AND LABOR 

^ ^JfJ^mx?? St TOR ?^ASJf fiVe holidays. 

OR K Or5N?^BEI^R OR MIXED 

I??, ™I\p1Si2S?eTcSISk«)s «ere hoi hoved «ith 

r °^sSSJHiD FELUW IHHATES SERE MOVED FROM MM. 
S 9TO iE™R lSrNEO the EXACT LOCATIM 

SSS'm^SId TOE INMATE COMPOSITION WAS THE SAME AS IN 
S f Se TffiWORK SCHEDULE AND HOLIDAYS WERE THE 

SAME AS IN PSSiM'lN YUAN GIANG/HA GIANG SOURCE 
S^rMTcn HFaSg THAT IN THE DISCIPLINARY AREA OF THE 
^^?ot5as Sd AGAINST THE BACK FENCE (BACK 
SSL^eSg FARTffiST FROM THE MAIN GATE) APPROXIMATELY 
^St^ FTOM ^CORNER OF THE CAMP. TWO AJERICANS 
S^iSg Sd SOURCE HEARD THE TWO WERE ^.D^T^RE 

SJnn™ tScAHP OFFICIALS. NAMES OF AKS FORMER 
?2S ?5 S GOIHG TO BATHE IN THE CORNER AREA OF 

A SKETCH OF THIS CAMP, STATING HIS 

MPMnRY WAS SO POOR, HE WAS UNABLE. 

MEMORY WA^^g^^'joURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM YUAN 

gIaNG/HA GIANG to PHONG QUANG IN LAO CAI (P) WHERE , 



HE BEHAIHED ««Ij-.5g ^ mvSo 



BT 
#0425 
NNNH 
NNDD 



PAGE 000 

dSEAR 

MSGMO 21 (PCXX) •10/09/85^ •09:07 :58.3.8» 

ZCZC 14:06:022 (PC) 

R 091211Z OCT 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

IMFO RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RDEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 

ROENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 

ROEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

RDERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

RDEALGX/SAFE 

R 091124Z OCT 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHOBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS FT HI 

SfS RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

RDEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

SwW/WHITEHOUSE WASffl)C//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

ROEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/ 

ROEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 

ROEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5// . . 

RUraC/SECSTATE VIASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 

BT 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK <><>TH 60425<><> 
CITE: 3647 OCT 85. 

^ECT- JCRC REPORT 85-044A, REINTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 

S^^n)RiREACTING Tffi CAMP. SOURCE ONLY RECALLED 

SS^aSTbEING LOCATED IN A FORESTED MOUNTAINOUS AREA 

^E^uS' RIDE FROM LAO CAI TOWN, DIRECTION UNKNOWN. 

S S WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
AS WAS THE OTHER TWO CAMPS. SOURCE STATED 

S^OF Tffi imTES AT PHONG QUANG HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED ^ 

^ Sot^TI^ "NH TIEN, XUAN GIANG/HA GIANG, THANH 

^XThOA; BAC THAI/THAI NGUYEN, AND NAM HA/NAM 
^^tSi mWTES ALSO INCLUDED SOME COMMANDOS FROM SOUTH 
^^SaM ANdTnUMBER OF TAIWANESE AND LAOTIANS. SOURCE 

RECALLED THE FOLLOWING VIP INMATES: 

_ FATHER CHINH, PRIEST, DECEASED. 

_ LUYEN (FULL NAME UNKNOWN), COMMANDO. 

- MARITINETTE, INDONESIAN, DECEASED. 

_ MGUYEN HUU DO, CATHOLIC TEACHER, BEAT TO DEATH BY 
GUARDS. 

- VUONG DIEU DINH, LAOTIAN. 

- KHU NGOC KHAM, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR. 

IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 



. MICHEL TAN VAN, STUDENT CATHOLIC^ PRIEST FROM HANOI, 

?^^E DAT. STUDENT CATHOLIC PRIEST FROM HANOI. 

«!TiroEMT CATHOLIC PRIEST, DECEASED. 
- SiSif iiSr?^ESD™G PM^^ FROM HANOI. DECEASED. 
" fS^L SS'lE PHIEU. TWO BROTHERS WHO BELONGED TO THE 

"^U^M^t!^ --WlS^« SSs IN ADDITION 
?S\~R'!!HrH0Jb SOUTH IN 195., HELD IN 

ffZ S6rS"5SS'hOVED south in 1954, HELD IN 
SUBCAMP B. PHONG QUANG. • 
- TIEP. CAPTURED IN HUE IN 1968. 

THTEP WAS SHOT AND KILLED IN PRISON. 

Sl]£r.S? Kf:^ SrDlL^EGS??oS-VISITED 

^"S^cSfIk Surge statcd he had never met or heard 

vi^E (SEE DIA MSGS/$5& 01 1801Z AUG 85 
Sd 121609Z AUG 85 AND JCRC-LNB MSG, DTG 110505Z SEP 

f^' SOURCE PROVIDED NO FURTHER INFORMATION COMCERNING 
MS BROTHER EXCEPT THAT HE NOW HAS A NEW ADDRESS: SP 

SOURCE 

H&n be™ issued THE FOLLOWING PRISONER NUMBER WHH-E IN- 
SScE^D-ZT il5. HE RETAINED THE NUMBER THROUGHOUT 
S?S ?S?ERATION A^D DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE MAKEUP OF 
!^ SS™LNB note: WE NOTE ™J LETTER^WAS NOT 
RFPORTED AS A COMMON FIRST LETTER IN DI^/VO-PW MSG, DTb 
5^lS^Z MAY 850 SOURCE'S MEMORY SKETCH OF KUAN GIANG/ 
pSi TOO AND His INCOMPLETE SKETCH OF PHONG QUANG WILL BE 
^SSwSeHe^JraS? along with PHOTO NEGATIVES OF SOURCE. 



#0425 

NNNN 

NNDD 



..C1B0B1 



KSGNO 107 (PCXZ) 



ZCZC 08:09:07Z (PC) 



»05/23/85* »03: 1 1 :02.3.5* 




R 230347Z MAY 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADHD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI ROLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 23OO5OZ MAY 85 
<> <><>FM CIAoo 
TO RUEAIJU/NPIC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEHSE/SECRET SERVICE 
RUEHFB/FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
RUEADWW/NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
BT 
EZl: 



<> COUNTRY: <><>VIETNAM<><> 

0 SUBJ: THE ooBNVoo TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN VINH.PHU 



DOI: 



PROVINCE, SRV 
NOVEMBER 1982 



.C1B0B1 



PAGE 0002 



<> 



SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A_<><>VIETNAMESE<><> REFUGEE WHO WAS A 
<> FORMER FIRST LIEUTENANT ^N THE SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> 

ARMY. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION BELOW FROM 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATION. SOURCE DEPARTED 
<> ooVIETNAMoo IN JANUARY 1985. 

<> TEXT: 1. THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (SRV) MINISTRY OF 

<> INTERIOR (BO NOI VU - <><>BNV<><>) TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP, LOCATED 
IN YEN LAP DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE, HELD POLITICAL 

<> PRISONERS WHO WERE FORMER SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> MILITARY AND 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. THE TAN LAP CAMP CONSISTED OF FIVE 
SUB-CAMPS (PHAN TRAI) DESIGNATED FROM K-1 TO K-5. AS OF 
MID- 1982, POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD AT K-4 SUB-CAMP, TAN LAP 
CAMP, NUMBERED APPROXIMATELY 700 PERSONS. BY LATE 1982 ALL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER CAMPS OR RELEASED 
FROM THE K-4 CAMP. IN EARLY OCTOBER 1982 PRISONERS CONVICTED 
OF SERIOUS CRIMES INCLUDING MURDER, RAPE, AND SMUGGLING WERE 
PLACED IN K-4 CAMP . (FIELD COMMENT: ALTHOUGH K-1, K-2, K-3 
AND K-5 WERE ALSO IN THE TAN LAP CAMP, SOURCE WAS UNAWARE OF 
THE TYPE AND NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN THOSE CAMPS). 

<> 2. THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS ORIGINALLY COMMANDED BY <><>BNV<><> 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHAM HUY ((THUY)), WHO WAS REPLACED IN EARLY 

<> 1980 BY ooBNVoo MAJOR BUI VAN ((CHIEN)). 

3. THE FOLLOWING POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED 
FROM THE K-4 CAMP TO THE NAM HA RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN HA TAY 
PROVINCE IN NOVEMBER 1982: 

A. PHAM VAN ((THINH)), BORN ABOUT 1940 IN NORTH 

<> OOVIETNAMOO, FORMER ARMY OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (ARVN) MAJOR AND A MEDICAL 
DOCTOR ASSIGNED TO A MILITARY MEDICAL UNIT IN NHA TRANG. 

B. LE DINH ((LUAN)), BORN ABOUT 1937 IN HUE, FORMER 
COLONEL AND COMMANDER OF THE FORMER MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
101. (SOURCE COMMENT: LUAN'S WIFE AND CHILDREN ESCAPED FROM 

o OOVIETNAMOO BY BOAT AND RESETTLED IN THE U.S.) 

C. NGUYEN VAN ((CHANH)), BORN ABOUT 1950 IN 
SOUTHERN OOVIETNAMOO, AN ARVN FIRST LIEUTENANT IN THE FORMER 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 101. 



o 
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CDSN « KSS473 MCW « 82299/01107 TOR « 822990638 



R 2606207 OCT 82 

FH USDAO BANGKOK 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 

INFO RUHQBPA/JCEC BARBERS FT HI 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//'J2/J3/J36// 

RUMJNG/USDLO HONG KONG 

RUEAIIA/ 

SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK 56812 

EZ03: 
EZ04* 

CITES 3346 OCT 82. 

SUBJs REFUGEE 

EZ05: otrai. 
REF 'A ♦ ^ uB J • 

ORGANIZATION AND INMATES OF TAN LAP PRISON, VINH PHU PRO- 
VINCE, FORMER DETENTION SITE FOR U.S. POWS (NOT AVAIL- 
ABLE TO JCRC-LNO) . 

B. DIA/DI-E2 MESSAGE, DTG 1000437 AUG 82. 

1 REF A TRANSMITTED HEARSAY INFO THAT UNSPECIFIED 
NUMBHiK OF U.S. POWS WERE DETAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UP 
TO 1973 (NFI). REF B VAS DIA REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW OF 
REFUGEE WHO SUPPLIED SOME OF THE INFO REPORTED 
IN REF A 

2 * REFUGEE STO . BOAT S. O MAS INTERVIEWED 
AX ON 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 
THE FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS POSED IN REF B: 

A PHU THO PRISON 1964-65; LOCATED AT SONG THAO (D) 

VINtt mo (FORMERLY PHU THOXP). NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP 
IN 1966, WAS FORMERLY A PRISON FOR NORTHERN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS (CHINH TRI PHAM) . FROM 64-65, HELD APPROX 120 
COMMANDOS (BIET KICH) . AFTER COMMUNIST TAKEOVER IN 1975, 
WAS USED FOR DETENTION OF APPROX 3000 FORMER ARVN WHO WERE 
HELD IN AREAS 4, 5, 6, AND 7. CO WAS PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR 
(CONG AN-BNV) CAO THUY. WHEN NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP, AN 
ADDITIONAL SECTION CONSISTED OF AREAS 

(KHU) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, AND 7 (6 WAS CLOSED). SONG THAO 
DISTRICr TOWN IS 3 OR 4 KM FROM CLOSEST SECTION AND APPROX 
10 KM FROM FARTHEST SECTION OF CAMP. 

B. QUYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT OT FROM JULY 65 UNTIL 

FEB 71 AND AGAIN FROM APPROX AUG 73 UNTIL JAN 76. SOURCE 
STATED THAT LETTERS OVER ENTRANCE GATE (TCTQT) STOOD FOR 
THAI CAO TAO QUYET TIEN AND NUMBERS 1964 WERE FOR THE YEAR 
1964. SOURCE HEARD (FROM FELLOW INMATE NGUYEN HUU DANG, 
CHAIRMAN OF DAI VIET PARTY) THAT THE CAMP HAD BEGUN CON- 
STRUCTION SINCE 1961 BUT THAT THE MASONRY WALL AND ENTRANCE 
GATE WERE FINALLY COMPLETED IN 1964, THUS THE YEAR 1964 
ABOVE THE GATE. THE GATE WAS CALLED CONG TROI (GATE TO 
HEAVEN) . AFTER DEMONSTRATING THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE 
LAYOUT, SOURCE WAS SHOWN AN ACCURATE SKETCH OF QT RE-ED CAMP 
(WITHOUT NOTATIONS) AND HE INDICATED THE FOLLOWING, BASED 
UPON HIS MEMORY. AREA "K" ON SKETCH WAS CALLED AREA "A* 
AND HELD ONLY POLITICAL PRISONERS. AREA "A" ON SKETCH WAS 
CALLED AREA •F" AND HELD RVN COMMANDOS. SOURCE SAID THAT 
THE BUILDING ON SKETCH INDICATING AREA "K SVN COMMANDOS 
CAPTURED 1968 AND LATER-WAS ACTUALLY THE DISPENSARY FOR 
AREA *A* (AREA "K" ON SKETCH). SOURCE SAID THAT A THATCHED 
ROOF CONFERENCE HALL WITH AIR VENTS AT THE EAVES WAS 
STARTED IN LATE 1974 AND COMPLETED IN MID 1975 (AROUND THE 
TIME OF LIBERATION) . THE CONFERENCE BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCT- 
ED IN THE OPEN AREA TO THE REAR OF MAIN ENTRANCE 
jCAXE , SOURCE SAID THAT THE AREA AT THE REAR OF CAMP SHOWN 



ie/'26x&se?IS t 44 QRT 33 L ^ ^ 

^io^ rS^?JAS A 8EVIWC AREA WHERE Pit. !S ^ 

SETS FER SJy. TOMF iSn n.P£5n'2?*^- ^ ^ OUOTA OF 4-5 
DISCIPLIWARV rpJf^f J^?r.oi^«"®^ "^^^ WRE PLACED IH 

DEPirTfnw StH:.'''^ or ho RATIONS. (SOURCE'S 

"WORK AREA FOR SVH cSShanSS? f^^^^r.^^^^ DEPICTED AS 

AREA. SOTOCE WAS ROT pSSJS Ti ?R^^?".?P'^''^^<>" "^AT 
ROW- OR DIA SKETCH ™TTr i?o'Li^^^ ® • S^**™ AS "DEATH 

PREVIOUS "SPECiS 0PEH?Tm2SV^?-^JT™.S^^® BECAUSE OF HIS 
AREA -O" SOOME WAS^?in?rxA'^2l:}SIpT'> ^ILE HELD IN 
TIME HE MOVETilJraD^? ^^?A^?H^^^,^?" '^"ARD TOWER EACH 

TO THE LATRINE. ^URS oS^Wn A^i??.*^*^^ "^'"^ HE WERT 
■0- WHICH HAD BEER USED PR? vS, 5 AREA IR AREA 

SAWinc TIMBER BOTSOtoSe SfJ i^iJr''^"*^ «00M ^OtT 

PERIOD OF DETENT ON S fwo SraM SJl^; ^^^"^ SOURCE' 
THROUGH A DOOR IN T^f W^J SI?SEi"J2Jf .J?'^?^^? ^ORK 
£Ze6: 



DC 

*^fll2 TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 

mm 

EZe?: 



A 
ft 



D 



G 




m 

0610002 SE*-* 89 
'fKUSOAC BANGKOK TH//--V-MIA// 
TCA DIA WASKIN5TCN OC//VW-MI A/DAM 



RODCA 
lYW KUEK6KA5387 2491000 



JOINT STAFF 
INFO SERVlCr CENTER 



COPY fJUMBER 



imm ThV/'-V- 45387 



SUWEQ: STCMY SEACH BICGKAVKIC RE?C;rT 
KE: 



1 


NAME: SCU 




2. 


D?C8: . ^ p 




3. 


CITI2ENSHP/ETKNIC GRCU'-*: VIET, 


4. 


SEX: cHALE. 

c 




5. 


KELIGICN: BUDDHIST. 




6. 


BCAT/KEFU5EE NUMBEK: 




7. 


CUn'KENT ADDRESS: 






•r^KEVICUS ADDRESSES: 





EDUCATIONAL HISTCKY: ' BS BUSINESS/ECONOMICS. 



10. 



MILITARY SEKVlCE/FH-JirYMFNT KTSTm- 



SD 



11. ?^r-EDUCATICN CAM'J/PnlSCN CHKCKCLWY: 

750525 - 750526 XA MINH HANG SCHCCL. SAIGGW 

750526 - 760515 TAY NINH VKJSCN (TKANG LOW) — . 
750515 - 770323 AN DUONG CENTEn, BUN HCA - 
770528 - 771027 T3L3 HOANG LIEN SON. YEN BAI '\ 
771027 - 780614 CAK^ 1, LAO CAI 

780516 • 800117 TAN LA^, VINH ?HU 

800117 - 620515 THANK LAM. THANK HOA 

820612 - 830212 230C KAH TAN. TKUAM HAI.-^ 



12. RELATIVES: 

RELATION NAME 
WIFE 

SON 

DAUGKTE^ 



DOB ADDRESS 



so 



13. AFFILIATION WITH RESISTANCE GKW^S: N/A. 

14. CCHHcNTS: 

A. SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONTAINED IN HR 6 
024 0400 89. 



15 . OATEPLACE OF DEBRIEF/NUMBER OF OEBRIEFER: 




ACTION DIA/$'^EC(10) (M) 

MCN=89249/03 lOO T0R = 89249/0958Z T AD = 39249/0959Z CDSN = MU57^^ 



OJCS INFORMA-TION 
SERVICE CENTFR 



ROUTINE 

R 2311142 W 68 

fK USOAO BANGKOK TH//PV-M1A// 

TO aiA VASHIKGTOM 0C//VO-PW/0AH/ 



ZYUV RUEHBKA9559 333U16 



. BANGKOK TH//PW- 59559 



COPY NUMBER 



i? DATE/PLACE OF DEBRIEF /riUMBER OF DEBRIEFER: 



SUEJSCT: STONV BEACH BIOGRAPHIC REPORT 

sc. 



3. 

ICROH 
4, 
5. 
6. 

8. 
9. 
10. 



OPOB: 



CITIZENSHIP/ETHNIC GROUP: VIETMAM/KWER 



SEX: MALE, 
flELIGIOM: BUDOHIST. 
lOAT/REFUGEE NUMBER: 
CURRENT ADDRESS 



50 

3i> 



PREVIOUS ADDRESSES: HO CHI MINH CIH. 
EDUCATIONAL HISTORY: ELEVEN YEARS. 
MILITARY SERVICE/EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 




//) 



\ 



11 RE-EDUCATION CAMP/PRISON CHRONOLOGY: 

- 05/?b - 06/76 L0rK5 GIAO. BIEN HOA 

- 06/76 - 12/76 T12, LTl. H0AN6 LIEN SON 

- 01/77 - U9/77 DOAM 776 HOSPITAL (YEN BAI) , 

- 09/77 - 1979 PHU SON 4. BAC THAI. THAI NGUYEN 

- 1979 - 1982 THANH PHONG. THANH HOA ^ 
' 1982 - 1985 Z30A, XUAN LOC 



- RELATTfVN NAME 

- WIFE 



12. RELATIVES: 

DOB ADDRESS 

13 AFFILIATION WITH RESISTANCE GROUPS: NONE. 

14 CUHMENTS- A. SOURCE PROVIDED INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN IIR 6 024 0027. 0028 89. SOURCE «AS 
COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED QUESTIOTiS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD 
MANNER. HE ASWD FOR NO FAVORS. 



ACTION DlA/SPECflO) 



MCN = 



(H) 

roo = QaTT?/i irua-z TAD = 88333/1 1 t42 



C0SN=M1AJ73. ^ ^ 

8 1 1 t42 NOV 83 



UljSJi'ir* VmaaS^t **: 

•m:. . :iUJM^ J^tilidhr em; 

VILUU: . MMLO: . 



HX !»:. 1*1 mi'. WttBCTT UlUt^JMjS^ COV rtEQ:. 

(T) (W/MNm) CM/Ntm) 



lO/CIl 1: t:.. I: 

t: «: . t: 



im ftI$OilDtS:_ . _ . .. ..... CttW IMK: . . . .. UTCST IM MU: 

(ni.tt.fr.vN) (»/mm) 

IM6 AVAllABLt:. TT« FACILtn: iS?^ IB HELD:. tTATUS:. WST JCTIVE DfcTt: 

CT) (RE/nyro/ff/nim/iit/oT) ct) ci/a) (w/ium) 



JOTCH AVAllABLE:. Wtf KLD IIICLUSIVC WTE: - 

CT) ( mimm ) iwrmm) 



a 



PAREKT KADQIMTERS: ADOJTIWIAL SUB WITS:, 

(T) 

A: K- J _ •: A---^ 



«: 

lEMUtKS lEL C90E:. . AMLTST INITIALS: . . 

COWENTS: f (A)-MIALT$T. C$)-$OURCE ) 



■ REPORT ON VIETNAMESE-.RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

THANH PHONG _ (^TViOs/v^ }-)o^ (P. ^ 

A total of 2 Vietnamese refugees reported having been 

incarcerated in a re-education camp at Thanh Phong. Of these, both 

reported they had been incarcerated in 1980. Recent information 

indicates this camp continues to hold prisoners. (DDI: December 8, 
l^Qn\ : — 



Reports of refugees held in the camp do not provide an overall 
estimate of the number of prisoners in camp, though prisoners 
estimate their individual subcamp populations at 600 and 900, 
(Subcamp "K-2"). 

The camp is located in the District of Thanh Phong in Thanh Hoa 
Province, approximately 80 kras northwest of Thanh Hoa town. 

Description of the camp, based on accounts of refugees who were 
prisoners in the camp, follows: 

Physical Description : One prisoner described "K-2" subcamp as 
surrounded by two lines. of barbed wire. Buildings in the subcamp. 
have bamboo frames and tin roofs. There are common latrines. 
Drinking water is taken from a stream and is described as very dirty 

Categories of Prisoners : One prisoner describes the camp population 
as "all political - no criminals." A second prisoner lists the 
following. as comprising the prisoner population: government 
officials, police, senators, representatives, journalists, 
protestant pastors, catholic priests, political party members and 
military officers. 

Identification of Camp Officials : Both prisoners identify Public 
Security Major Nguyen Huu Thuy as Camp Commander and Pre-Captain Vu 
Bay as "K-2" subcamp commander. 



Conditions at Camp : There is one snail dispensary without equipment 
or medicines at subcamp "K-2". Deaths in camp are attributed to 
malnutrition, suicide, overwork and untreated diseases, prisoners 
work eight hours per day including farm work, cutting wood and 
collecting fire wood. .; 

Reports of Inhumane Treatment : Guards placed prisoners in stocks 
for offense such as requesting treatment ass prisoners of war under 
the Geneva convention. LTC Nguyen Khack Ky, formerly chief of 
military security service of Tay Ninh Province requested POW 
treatment under the Geneva convention and was punished by being 
placed in stocks in an isolation cell. Pham Van Thinh, a military 
doctor holding the ranking of major in the Vietnamese Air Force 
(ARVN), was suspected of having secret contacts with other 
prisoners. He was placed in stocks in a "dark cell." Guards single' 
out certain categories of prisoners for harsher treatment. These 
include: intelligence informants, G-2's, pheonix program personnel, 
political warfare personnel, rural deAtelopment cadre, and military 
chaplains. 



no, 



International Visits to Camp : There were no Red Cross, Amnesty 
international or other international organization visits to the camp 
known to sources. ^ 

Prisoner Contact with Family : One prisoner reports that his family 
was allowed to visit him three tiroes over an 18 month period with 
each visit lasting from 30-45 minutes. Authorities permit prisoners 
to receive food and medicines, tea, coffee, cigarette lighters, 
fishing string and hooks and "other items." 

Conditions for Release : Authorities release prisoners if the 
prisoners are in ill health. 

Other Remarks : Authorities require prisoners to change sleeping 
rooms and work sites frequently so as to limit communications and 
contfjcts from developing among the prison population. One prisoner 
identified several political prisoners by name and noted that there 
are about 30 Catholic priests held as prisoners in the camp. 



I 



it I-. •:• •:• fv ^ 

3 




^ If (f^ i>! ^ r j !> 

1 ii ii 

.J 

( i ^'j iO >-• 

CO r- — <• I- -j iij 
o =1 D (- >■< 

u:« \- '.:< -lo »- =:_> it 
o tr x :Z' cc 

o o .:o a cz .:o 




-I- <J 



i 



CO 



0" 



ACTION 
SciR NEW 

i ENTER COORDINATE NAMES. 

! 

1 000 /// 

i ii 12 ■ 

ENTER QUERY. 
i002 /// 

IF INSIDE CIRCLE-i. 
DIS210&9 



04/29/88 



FOR CiRCLE-l ENTER LATITUDE, LONGITUDE, Ar-ffi RADIUS. 

004 /// . 

i93655N. 1052020. 25. 
INCORRECT FORMAT. RE- INPUT THE LINE. 
193655N, i052020E. 25. 

OPTION? L = LIST. M = MODIFY, N = RESEQUENCE. S = SAVE. R = RUN 

Jr 

i processing FILE #*PMSEA3 

; NUMBER OF RECORDS WHICH SATISFY YOUR REQUEST 
: PMSEA3 3 

\ 

■ir4r4i-4rTOTAL: S 

hCTICmN 
disx refug j 

ENTER THE v'ALIJES/ IN ORDER. FOR VARIABLE ORERAimDS: 
; COORiJS -55 

I : 25NM CIR ALL SOURCE REPORTS — UlST FM 1936Ci5N/i(>52020E: . 
: PROCESSING FILE -k-k-PHSEAS 



04/29^/33 



PAGE 



ACTION 
DISX REFUG 2 

ENTER THE VALUES, IN ORDER, FOR VARIABLE OPERANDS: 
COORDS -55 

PROCESSING FILE *#PMSEA3 . 



D 1 3:^:1 069 



0S/03f/SS 



RnCORD-ID 
LAfnUDE 

RrCORD-ID 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATI lUDE 



~ i94:500N 

A 

= i943iON 
T 

= LANG CUA HWY EH S uv BEN TA 
- 1945i2N i..ONQITLluE 



INST ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 

INST ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 



UnecK. \0 Kim d>-f- 
ThcwvK Pho^ fi^'SO/^ 
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HWY S£G T03 
j.052520E 

HWY SEG 704 A 
i052630E 



= i052319E 



RECORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
LAflTUDE 

RECORD- IB 
LATITLiDE 

Rr/COKD-iD 

I WSr ALL-NAME 

i.,AT}:rUDE 

RECORD- J L. 

J NSTALL-NAME 

LATITL.DE 

Kr-;C!:iRD-ID 
LAirruDE 



= HO A QUI HWY BR NOi uV 3TRM 

^ i93753N LONGITUDE 



i92S30N 



- iV37iON 



T 

^ BAN iJOM CSwY OV 
- i •-■•■.'-:;"> .u >N 



INSTALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 

INSVALL-NAPiE 
i..ONGiTU;.iE 



PU 

LONOITODE 



A 



HOA Qi.il HWY BR 2 3E Ov STRN 
- ; 9375 IN • LONGITUDE 



INST ALL-NAME 
LONGilUDE 



= i052452E 

= HWY SEG 15 N 

= 10524iOE 

- LANG SUOI 
= i0523ioE 



= i OLi J. 3 .i. Sc 



= iO:524:52E 

= riwY SEG iz< 0 

- .lG52640t 



Kr.COR.D~" j i.' 

INSTALL-NAME 

i.AriTUDE 

RECORD- ID 
i:NSi- ALL-NAME 
.LAilTUDE^ 

RPCORD- i D 

I NSl ALL-NAME 

:-..ATirUDE 

RECORD- ID 
•...ATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
LAilTUDE 

RECORD- ID 
LATI'i'UDE 



:= Bli-iri VAN HWY BR NE .i 0-J KE rOUi-jO 
~ i y 43uoN LONG I TUDE 

T 

- NTR SEG w ;.2 D Ni..iRTH 

- 5 93340N LONGiTUDE 



A 



- LANG TON HWY BR NW i OV S i RM 



■- 19295 IN 

■■^ i94i53N 

- 194i50N 

- i 9393tiN 



LONGIiUDE 

iNST ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 

INST ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 

INS'i ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 



- i 05264SE 



= > 05 i 230E 



=• i0524i4E 

- HWY SEG V02 C 
= 1.05i323E 

= HWY SEG 702 i 
--^ i051349E 

= HWY SEG 1533 
=^ i052550E 



01322159 



03/43/38 
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INST ALL-NAME 
LATITUDe 

RECORD- ID 

INSTALL-NAHc 

LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
INSTALL-NAHE 
LATI iUDE 

RECORD- ID 

INSTALL-NAME 

LATilUDE 

RECORD- ID 
L AT I TUDE 

nECGHD-ID 
uHTITL.ijE 

Rir:cop;D-i:D 

I NS'i ALL-NhI'1E 
L.Ai ITuDE 

RECORii-li;i 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

Kr-: CORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
;..AVri"UDE 

RECORD- ID 

INSVhLL-NAME 

LATITi-iDE 

RECORD- A D 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATIVUDE 

RECORIj- i D 
INST- ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 
LAilTUDE 



HOA QUI HWY FD i 3£ OV SI RM 
i9375<:>N LONGITUDE 



= 3.0ti24'oOE 



LANG ION HWY BR NW 2 OV STRM 
i92942N LONGITUDE 

T 

LANG KY PHA HWY BRIDGE EAST OV STREAM 
i'?353::iN LONGITUDE 



BINH VAN HWY BR SE OV STRH 



= i942i4N 



i9444SN 



= .iy'+i:ii3iM 



LONGITUDE 

INSTALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 

INS TALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 



7^ 



huA Qui HWT' ri'. 2 '-iE -JV STRi'l 
iy37u::.iN LONoiTuDE 



D 



EIimH van HWY BR N OV SONG "i lN 
^942ovN LONGITUDE 



A 



BAi>i ijUM HWt BR OV STRM 
l7"2?2.r!N L.UNG ITUDE 



r 



A 



DONG i AN HWY BR bit. 

i 9 45 i i Mvi LONG I TTJDE 



t> 



LANG T..:iN HWY BR OV SONG HANG TRIB 
5. 9291 ON . LONGiiUDE 



BAN KHOANG HWY BR OV STRM 

1 92945N LONG I TUDE 



=- i94030N 



r 



INST ALL-NAME 
LONGITUDE 



= i052414E 



■-^ i052250E 



= i052c.46E 

= THUONG COC 
= i052600E 

= HWY SEG 7022 
^ .10:;;.i323£ 



i052435E 



.i.052602E 



=^ .l.05i346E 



i 0524 i2E 



i052520E 



^ .10524i4E 



= 105i326E 

= HWY SEG 702 B 
= i052630E 



01322159 
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RECORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATirUDE 

RECORD- ID 
XNSr ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 

INSTALL-NAME 

LATirUDE 

RECORD- ID 
INST ALL-NAME 
LATITUDE 

RECORD- ID 

I N:-: l ALL-NAME 

LATiTUDt 



BINH VAN HWY BR N 2 OV SONG TIN 
i94303N LONGITUDE 



A 



LANG HO HWY BR i OV STRhi 

i r?3850N LONG 1 7 UDE 

LANG ton" HWY BR 2 UV STRM 

1 93002N LONG I TUBE 



LANG DONG HWY BR OV STRH 
i933i5N LONGITUDE 

r;;; iiUC HWV BR N OV BEN TA 
i9432-jrv LONGITUDE 



= 1052607E 



■■^ i052:500E 



1052413E 



= i052D0Uc. 



i 0!Li27 i OE 



Di 822159 
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REQ OLD THIJijS. 

WUMEER Or RECORDS WHICH 
PM3Eh3 

TOTAL: 8299 
ACTION 
REr NEW 
ENTER QUERY 



SATISFY YOUR REQUEST 
8299 



005 IF 27 HAS : THANH PHONG: 
OiO OR 36 HAS : i HANH PHONG: 
015 OR 27 HAS : THANH LAM: 
020 OR 36 HAS r THANH L.Ahi: 

NUMBER OF RECORDS wHICH SATISFY YOUR REQUEST 
FM3EA3 14 

^^4<"ii-T0TAL: 14 
AC'i' I Oi->i 

^.iUTL N, 3. X. Y, 3.- 27. 51; 36.. 3. 
PROCESSING FILE >i"ii-rMSFA3 



01321069 



04/Z9/-3S 



PAGE 

,0002 =^ ^^'^^ 0003 = 

0027 = DO THANH PHONG 

,005i = 840228 JCRCL 34-028 

0036 = EVLREQ i CAU VINH PHU 73 

0002 -- Vi^'W^ 0003 =■ 

0027 = HO THANH PHONG 

0051 = SSOiiS JCRCL 54-12? 

0036 = EVLREQ A/C CRS THUA THIEN 69 

0002 - pA<A 0003 ~- 

0027 ^ XREF COMMANDOS 

QUYET TIEN 

PHU L.Li 

PHONG QiJANG 

THANH PHONG 

LTl .. YEN EAi 

0031 = 830723 JCPCL 33-049 MSG 

830723 .JCRCL. DVG 230.-.07/: 

350731 uC-ZE IjTG 31133ii: 

350604 vO-PW DVG 041317/1 

0036 = CAMP IN rrii^i>H^. PHONG COMMANDOS 

0002 - T>A-iA o.'OS - ; S<^ 

0027 ^ QUYET TIEi-J 
THANH PHONG 
LAG CAI 
PHO LU 
CNT PR Iff! 
cue ill 

XREF COMMANDOS 

r 

0031 - 350122 JCRCL .34-13? 

850311 00-21:-: DTG 1116131 

0036 -- CAMP IN SEE ELE 27 — CAMP INFO 

0002. = =^Ar<^ 0003 = S^C- 

0027 = TRANG L.ON CAnF 

LONG GIAO CAMP 

CAMP 2, Li' 6 

CAMP 6, LT 6 

CAMP 3, LT 6 

PHU SON 4 

I'HAI NGUYEN 

THANH PHONG 



01 321 069 



04^29/S3 



0027 = GIA RAY 

0051 - 8609 i 9 CJCRC rWD SKETCH 

0036 - CAMP IN V3+VN REED CAMPS-SEE 2 

0002 }l^A 
0027 --^ COMMANDO 
LAM SON . 

THANH HOA 

THANH PHONG 

OOFiJ = 84101 i EMBSN DTG 1108121 
341227 JCRCL i 34-073 

0036 CAMP IN CAMP INFO SEE ELE 27 

0002 - 
0027 



0051 - S40823 JCRCL _ 34-168 

0036 = rOLREQ IBLK EA KHE TbAFLANT 

0002 -- s)/\-r/i 

0027 = THANn PHONG 
REED CAMP 
THANH HGA PROv 

r>05i - 370821 SiUNY IR#602400SS-3T 
370321 LiAObK TM-Oo 2107131 

0036 =^ CAMP IN I HANH PHGNG REED CAMP 

0002 - vM'A 

0027 = OiJANG NINH ^oS) 

SON TAY •:63) 

PHU THO (63-64' 

QiJYET TIEN <64) 

QuYEr TIEN w3> 
. PHO LiJ •:77) 

HOWG THANG T/S) 

TAN LAP <7S) 

THANH LAM (79) 

XREF CAoE#i603 
TUYEN QUANG, 77 
OOLil ^ 350503 VG-Pw DTG 0316151 
350617 JCRCL DTG' 1 70939 Z 



DIS21069 



1 04/29/88 
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0051 --^ 860919 VO-PW IR#6014007i-86 
860924 VO-PW 1R#60 140072-86 

0036 = CAMP IN v'S&VN REED INFO 63-79 



0002 
0027 



0051 



K2 THANH PHONG 

REED CAMP 
ROBERT GARWOOD 

860421 JCRCL 186-008 MSG 
860421 JCRCL DTG 21 1209 Z 
860822 I AG REVIEW BOARD 



0003 = 



S<2 



0036 = EVLAPF 1 CAU K2 THANH PHONG Si 



0002 
0027 



005 t 



0002 
OC'27 



=- LONG GIA 
SLiOI MALI 
T7 IC4t4 YEN SAl 
(AN LAP (Ki ) 
K2 THANH FHGNG 
Z30C HAN TAN 

- 860421 JCRCl 1 86-008 f'iSG 
S60421 JCRCL DTG 2112092 
360613 ..JCRCL 186-014 

= CAMP IN VARIOUS - oEE ELE 27 
PRIifS 

L I EN i R A 1 i 
VJNH PHU TiAN 

LAP ) 
THANH LAM 
iHANH PHONG 
■ NGHt TINH CNT 

PR I #3 
YEN i:.AI 
TAN hIEF 



OOOo 



0051 = 850221 JCRCL LOT W/LTR+SKTH 

0036 = CAMP IN CAMP INFO ONLY-SFE 2 7 

0002 = yATyi 
0027 = THANH LAM REED 
CAMP 
NEAR THANH HOA 



SC. 



0051 = 871118 STONY IR#6024009188 



D I 82 1069 



04/2S>/S3 



•'AGE 



005 i ^ 3711 IS STONY TM-09 iSOSSSZ 
371118 STONY iSil45Z BIO 

0036 -- CAMP IN THANH LAM REED 80-S2 

0002 - VA-r^ '^'^'^S = 

0027 --^ COMMANDOS 
TRUNG TIEN 
TRONG LAM KIM 
LAM TONG LONG 
HOANG LIEN SON 

72-79 
THANH LAM 
79-80 

005 i - 850620 EMBSN Di G 200423Z 

0036 = EVLREQ TAIWANESE COMMANijGS Nv'N 



01321069 



PAGE 



00014 RECORDS HAVE BEEN OUTFLiT. 



ACTION 




l»^fi#Fr-^NJ-C^^SUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 

LIAISON OFFICE 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346 



19 March 1985 



SUBJ- Letter^of Transmittal, Letter and Translation 
*• on the Lam Son Re-education Camp, by Refugee 

TO: Commander, JCRC 

1 The inclosed letter was written by Vietnamese^refugee 

4,^ from Sjr> Indonesia 

and provides information of^the Thanh Phong and Lam 
Son Re-education camps. 

2 also provided information reported in 
' JCRC message, DTG 19064 IZ Feb 85 and JCRC Report 

84-073- 



Inclosures (2) 

1. Letter written by 

2. Translation 



Cy to : 

Washington DC, 
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BEGIN TRANSLATIOISL 

Galang, 27 Jan 1985 

Dear Sir: 

The following are additional details which you requested: 
I. My time in camps in Northern Vietnam: 

A grpup of transport vessels were docked and ready^at 
the Tra/Kc port (Can Tho). From the Chi Lang Detention 
camp of ^?i Ton District, (Chau Doc) we were transported by 
??uck and loaded into th4 ship's hold.^ ^he ship was small 
and we were numerous, and were packed in ^.^^ 
After five days travel, we arrived at the port at Vinh, where 
we were loaded aboard a train into cattle cars. 

Twenty four hours later, we arrived at Yen Bai. We off- 
loaded the^rain and walked to the ferry, crossed the ferry, 
and a eroup of waiting trucks took us to Camp F. This camp 
was ?oca?ed 20 KM from Yen Bai on the road to Nghia Lo and Lai 
Chau (towards the Vietnamese/Chinese border). 

Here, all inmates were ex-RVN and were "^^er the control 
of the Communist Dept of Defense. Camp ^^.^^5 
nr.riinP.i-P to Gd 776 which was a division-level unit. Each 
°camp"had f^oS'soO to 250 in.ates Each c-P^-jf ^^^^^^ 
section and a platoon of troops who guarded and controlled 

the inmates. 

Four months later, we were transferred to ^amp J8 one 
kilometer away. Labor duties for inmates ^^^^^/^J^^^^^^'^^J"^ 
and chopping down trees in order to plant ^^^f ^^^^^^s 
manioc and to build additional living Quarters f^r inmates. 
Labor was performed eight hours per day, ^^^^^ , "3 
had to reflect on the day's work to determine deficiencies 
and engage in constructive criticism to improve our daily 
?abor ?elults. Our hours of "reflection" were from 7 to 9 
and sometimes extended up to midnight. 

One year laterf we were transfer -^-^d to Camp #10 appro- 
ximately ?hree KM away. Our daily «c.»edule here was similar 
•to the schedule at the- other camps. 



\ 



One day iiTO^ber 1978, we were unexpectedly trans- 
ferred by vehicles to Yen Bai. There we boarded a train 
and travelled south. We arrived -in^hanh Hoa, off-loaded 
?rom ^Strain and went by trucks directly to the Lam Son 
Camp, approximately 60 KM south of Thanh Hoa. 

■ Here we were transferred from the custody of the 
defense department to the custody of the Ministry of the 
Interior. and the Public Security Cadre who exercised direct 
supervision over us. 

II. At Lam Son Camp (Camp #5),' commanded by Major Do Nam 
there were four sub camps : 



held common criminal female offenders 
held common criminal youth offenders 
held RVN Central government administra- 
tion officials 
Camp D: held RVN military members from the 
grades of captain to LTC 



Camp A 
Camp B 
Camp C 



Each camp had a sub camp commander. As far as other 
camps, I do not recall, but the commander of Camp D was 
Sr Lt Due, and some of his cadre included: 

ILT Khoa - Education Cadre 

2LT Bac - Education Cadre 

2LT Thien (female) - Medical Cadre 

2LT Cong - Team Leader of Team 12 

Cadre Huven - Team Leader of Team 6 

clTre V^en - Team Leader of Team 13 and the Dispensary 
Cadre To - Team Leader of the mess facility 
and many other cadre whose names I do not know. 

During the time at Lam Son Camp, a number of inmates from 
nhhPr areas were suddenly transferred to Lam Son. wnat 
makis llTsMlnl worthy 'of attention ^^.^^^f ,^.f3-,nere" 
mates were those who had been captured f^J"^.?;^^^ and were 
transferred after us. They were troops of the ^^N Special 
Forces. They had been held in many places and "^^^^^^^l^^^ 
^ transferred to Lam Son, because at that time (end of 19'7»), 
the situation on the Vietnamese/Chinese ^J" "^^J^s thiy' 

We asked. them from where did they come and they told us they 
had come from Phong^Quang Camp (North Vietnam;. 

There were approximately 80 o^.the Special Forces 
• TrooDS Amone these, -I remember Mai Anh, who lives near 
the Tang ChaCa Church (Saigon), Kien (address unknown) 
and aboSt 80 others who are in difXerent ^fJP^; . ^J^^/^i^^ 
of them were NCOs and officers, 2LT being the highest rank. 



r^fe-:::v.;r.^^^^^^^ ■■•••-0 
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However, there" was one ILT, a boat-pilot for Special Forces 
who had lived in North Vietnam. I don't recall his name. 
This boat pilot had dropped of f -peeple into North Vietnam 
11 times and was captured on his twelfth mission. 

Also confined with these people were a number of 
Chinese of different categories: 

1. Chinese .listed by the Communists as spies, 

2. Border area Chinese captured when China 
attacked North Vietnam, 

3; and a number of Chinese, Nung, Tay, Muong, and 

Man considered by the Communists to be detrimental 
to the communist system. 

Element I: Trieu Chi Kien aka Frank Chao, Nhiep Dong Hien, 
Taiwanese Major, Dinh (family name unknown) Taiwanese Major, 
Au Quang Nhut, Taiwanese 2LT, Au Trach Nhien, a spy for 
China, etc. 

Element II: A number of Chinese of the Vietnamese/Chinese 
border area who were forced into re-education as a result oi 
beinE accused of opening the China avenue of attack causing 
the Vietnamese troops to not retreat in time. The people were 
captured soon after the Chinese retreat, capturing anyone, 
guilty or innocent and forcing them into re-education. 

Element III:' These inmates were also considered dangerous 
elements to communism and were, captured as a "better safe 
than sorry" measure. 

III. Inmate Activities in Lam Son 

All inmates were forced to perform labor eight hours per day. 

- Collect rocks and break rocks 

- Build roadbeds 

- Bake lime in a lime-pit 

- Plant sweet potatoes and manioc 

- Carpentry 

- Welding 

- Plant vegetables 

IV. Sketch of Lamu Son Camp 

- see original - 

V. Reasons for My Release 

I am afflicted with a serious heart disorder. When I 
was still in Yen Bal, my affliction became serious. Because 
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there was no nie^icine for treatment-, and due to a lack of 
nutrition, my situation worsened. I lost conscxousness 
twice at Camp #10. After that, when moved to Lam Son, i 
lost consciousness and had to be carried to the dispensary, 
where it took them four hours to revive me. That s when 
it started, and it lasted into the spring: I died and 
came back to life many times. After that, the communists 
allowed me to stay in the dispensary and I didn't have to 
go out for labor.. 

A medical file was established on by Medical Cadre 
Nguyen Thi Thu Thien (a master sergeant at that ^ J"!^, ' „ 
one day at the end of 1979, a medical delegation of "Central 
(Trung Vung) for a general exam of inmates and especially 
to examine the seriously ill such as myself. 

After the examination, three inmates were considered 
to be seriously ill: 

1. • Hua Van Be, suffered from diabetes with complica- 
tions: a generalized vascular disorder. 

2. Nguyen Van Minh, suffered from irregular heart 
beat and often lost consciousness. 

3. Nguyen Van Kich, me, who suffers from a weak 
heart valve. 

Be and Minh were released before me, at the end of 1979, after 
the Central Medical Delegation had come for examinations. 

Be currently lives at 233 Truong Tan Buu St Tan Binh 
District, HCMC. Minh returned to live in Binh Thuy Ward 
(house number unrecalled). Can Tho City, Hau Giang Province. 

Naturally, the communists released me because: 

- I could not work for them, 

- They could not treat my illness, 

- Continual confinement would have only brought 
me death. 

After my release and return home, I was under surveillance 
for an additional y^ar before achieving freedom. 

I wish to relate some additionar ini .rmation. ^hanh "^a 

■ to the Lam Son Camp, one must cross the Kieu Ferry. Thanh Hoa 
has many detention camps: 

- Lam Son 

- Thanh Cam ^ 

- Thanh Phong', etc. 

\ - l\ - 




The Thanh PhonJ-Gaifip^ was newly established in 1979. It 's 
logical the camp would be thereby named, having been taken 
from the name of the old Phong Quaog Camp. Located within 
Thanh Hoa Province, the first name Thanh was taken and com- 
bined to make Thanh Phong from Phong Quang. 

A number of Special Forces troops and a number of 
Chinese from Lam Son were brought here. This camp is south 
of Lam Son, approximately 80 KM. 

Thanh Hoa has many districts, all of which I do not 
know. I only know the following districts: 

- Trieu Phong 

- Trieu Yen 

- Tien Lu 

- Cam Thuy, etc. 

I'm not sure in which district the Thanh Phong Camp 

lies. 

The situation of Mr. Trieu Chi Kien, aka Frank Chao, 
I have already related to you. If you need more details, 
please contact me. 

I hope the above details will help you to understand 
the Lam Son Camp, and especially the situation of Mr. Trieu 
Chi Kien, aka Frank Chab and the other Chinese who are held 
in Thanh Phong Camp. 



END TRANSLATION 
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 
LIAISON OFFICE *" . - . 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346 --ry:;: - 



Ref: RPT 34-139 
22 January 1985 

FROM: JCKC-LNB 

TO: Commander r. JCRC . 

SUB J: Re-ed Camp Sketches 

Source: 

a. Name: ■ 

h. DOB: November^l932 ^ Ha Tinh (P) 

I: Fo^er position:^, special Forc^ ^ 

e. Present locatxon: 

f. Identification data: •^ *S .] r > 

g. DOI: 1963-1980 ,oq>, 

h. Date of interview:' 14 December 1984 ^ 
Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 



1. 



= . 53 YOi »ale VN refugee and former member of Commando Team -Queen" 

p::v";d'i"or^.Si c™=:rnin, the prison/re-education can^ system. 

Information : 

u ^A Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 

source was held at ^he Ha Txnh Provi f ^.^^ p^.^^^ 

15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964. Source "^s nex \ Lao 

Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 -^i\^°^^;^^J,'^I^;^^rS?8 Source was 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 ""^f ^^^^"^^^^^^ S^^^e was held 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January t° f f 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-educatio^e ^i^^-t f foreign^" 
or foreign delegations who came to visxt any ^^P^^V^^^/^'^^^e 
source did not observe any Americans remaining xn l^ll^J^i^J^ZZZ lor 

rofr-orthra^aid ::^-:i^o:z^-^^^' 



Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 



1 c/i j^cY. jLS(/vinmo:3i 
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ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM 

i 

\ ^ -03-52312-82 

I 

TO: 0I-7C DATE. 5 March 1982 



\ 



FROM: 

t 

SUBJECT: ' J W ^ ' 

Thonh Lftm/Tliaiili P^ p ng Reeducation Camps, NVN 

1. REFERENCE/REQUIREMENT: COUNTRY: VM 

2. INSTALLATION INrORMATION: 

B. E. NO.: C^o Coordt: M«p/Ch«rt Rtf : TDI Cil: 

VIC 19-.36-55N/105-20-20E See Paragraph 6 
UTM: 48Q VIC WG 355688 

DATA: 



4 COLLATERAL REFERENCE: 

None 



ANALYSIS/COMMCNTS. 



a. This report satisfies* the reference requirement* 



t:) a- -r a 

c. There are several sets of structures in this area which may be associated 
facilities, however they exhibit none of the signatures of detention 

facilities. 

^ D£^^'^ — i rz-ic-, f "* *! l-"'*"*" . 



T ? C v3 *' 1 

JOG (G) Series 1501 NE 45-3 
USATC Series 200 0617-3 
USAMS Series L7014 6048 II 



) 



1) 



7. QUALITY FEEDBACK REQUEST: 

In order to provide you more timely* accurate* and complete reports we encourage 

your critical review of this report. Please pass any comment you feel necessary. 

8. ANALYST: Aii ^ 



$ARTENSTEIN 
Chief, Regional Analysis Branch 
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K2' 

Thanh ?U»t>^ MllL^ 



SCALE ■• l- CC^OOO 




lhanh Lan, KeeJutahex 




^lOTItUSU/P 6F LMUi ftUD nuiTd^ CHECK- MUf 

feSJi THeFMr that THCi ^ske ii^ wr 
nurticr. 

- HOST notMLC Heart ioa, rr* ^''^/^Jr 

THMH H0/> CITY W v/c \AI6 C.tL<l;THeH WtST, 

- DATE. OF inronnt^Ti^N : n/n - //«». 



5^ 




(take & X 



Cong Trtwrtg U 



TmH LUM ^ TfiAUU PH0U6 7EEl)Ua\mH CAMPS 

(A/ar TD SCALE) 



A 



^ Thank PUohif Milla^t, 



3>^e£rs; uo^^R, 6Ntm 

5CH£ • l'CO,000 




l^anh Lam RceJucahirh 



- Sat/X£ NOT fiUE RECALL ^nCiftC GECGMPMC 

RiiMTidNs/f/p LRKji At/a ntur^ey check- Poi^/r 
DCVdNb yne ff^cr that wry ^viryer //i/ r^r 

PKt)(IMni TO THE I^OhV toHtChf H£ 

mrticr. 

• - MOST nOb/^BLL -Roart U)A^ m'^^oQ ff^OPf 
THMH HO^ ary TC v/c \N6 LZL^*^ THCt4 W£5T, 

-DATE of INFOKnATIdN : ///99 
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Hanoi 



Vu«r\ C\nu0i ^0 ana no. ^r^ytf) 



OTIiaiili Hoa. 
City 




Cong Truoit^ IJ 



25 Oc tober 1985 



Vnanh Hoa/Thanh Phong Reeducation Facility 



Locate facllltleQ related to the Thanh Hoa/Thanh Phong Reeducation facility. 



M 



-I 

• •• I 

•J 



VO-PW 



DUE DAIC • 

30 January. M86 



CONTACT 



PRIORITY 

Routine 



TEL Lr HO KL NUKCCR 



ACTION 



SUPPORT 



SUPPORT 



RECEIVIKG CFflCE 



DUE DATE 



UpECIAL IKSIWUCTICKS AKD REWARK.5: . 

REF: 03-52312-82 subject as above ' . 

1 Ref reported the location of a possible detention facility in Thanh Hoa 
Province. Additional HUMINT reporting indicated that the Thanh Hoa/Thanh ^J^^S 

are located in the Nhu Xuari District of Thanh Hoa Province. The enclosed fetches were 
provided by ^MINT sources .and represent source camps alleged to be located xn Nhu Xuan 
District. . . 

2 Nhu Xuan District is bounded by the following coordinates (clockwise) 
19 22N/105 36E, 19 32N/105 18E, 19 A3N/105 29E and 19 35N/105 43E. Request search 

If the area'Vounded by these coordinates to locate facilities which bear the signatures 
of a detention facility. Of special interest are those installations which >ear a 
resemblance to or are located near the areas depicted on the enclosed sketches. 



PAf KU»^.5ER 



\ D:A Fcr.T. 193 (4.62) 



DEPARTMENT OF- DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUfKJCS5579 2122112 



ROUTINE 

R 3115512 JUL 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI - 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 
AHENB SINGAPORE SN 



CIA WASHINGTON DC 



SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE ^ .««r 

REFS: A. DIA KSG MAY 85. SUBJ: STATUS OF COMrtANDOS 

UNDER DETENTION ^ . 

B. JCRC LNB HSG 250307Z JUL 85. SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-Oi.9 
1. FORWARDED IN REF A INFORMATION REGARDING THE HEARSAY 

TRANSFER OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE (SVN) COMMANDOS FROM THE THANH 
PHONG PRISON TO A MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (MOI) PRISON IN TAN KY 
DISTRICT. NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT IF 

SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED WITH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, KNOWN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE OF 
REF A. FORMER SVN COMMANDO ^ ^ K-1 /THANH PHONG CAMP MEDIC, 

IDENTIFIED HIS SOURCE AS A FORMER SVN ARMY CAPTAIN, INITIALLY 
ASSIGNED WITH OTHER RVNAF PWS TO K-2/THANH PHONG. HE WAS ONE OF TWO 
SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO K-1 TO BE THE MOTOR 
MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS FOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 
PRISON COMPLEX. ^ <^ WAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 

NAME OF THE OFFICER. ^<L. ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 
WITH HIM WHILE BOTH WERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED WITH HIM 
AFTER SQy WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 

2 IN REF B JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SVN ARMY 

CAPTAIN S-3 C INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG (1979" 

80) AND LATER fRANSF ERRED TO K-1 ( 1 980-82) . HE WAS WITH THE INMATES 
LATER MOVED IN OCT 82 FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3. NGHE 

TINH PROVINCE. ,^ .»^rr>rc^rn ... 

3. BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF B, IS INTERESTED IN 

DETERMINING IF SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 

PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-1 AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 
MECHANIC. HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, AND CURRENT STATUS OF THANH PHONG. HE 
MAY ALSO HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MOI PRISON 
SYSTEM HE COULD HAVE LEARNED FROM PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAFF 
AND VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTS. REQUEST WE BE KEPT ADVISED OF 
HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEMENT ADDRESS. 
1». POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOUR I SON. 

BT 



ACTION DC-2 (2) (D.6,8,F) 
INFO NMIC(l) V0(1) DIA{i») 
+SAFE 

MCN=85212/OBQfin TnB»ftB919/9ilfty- TinBOnono/oiooT CDSN=MIAB74^ ^ ^ 

311551Z JUL 85 



DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 



ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM 



DATE 25 June 1988 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex 

TO: VO-PW 

(Attn: Bob Hyp) 

1. REQUIREMENTS 

2. Analysis: 

A. THIS REPORT SATISFIES 



B 



D. Summary This report Is a comprehensive study of 

the Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex located In the 
southwestern portion of Thanh Hoa Province, Vietnam. The purpose 
of the study Is to' locate and document the development of the 
reeducation camps. The Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex, 
which has been also referred to as Thanh Lam, Is located at 19- 
35-05N/ 105-20-59E , approximately 55kms southwest of Thanh Hoa, 
and Is comprised of a Headquarters (HQ) Camp and five sub-camps 
(Note: The numbering of the reeducation camps Is 
based on a sketch drawn by Vietnamese refugee, SC 
The Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ Camp and Camps J? 2 , 3 , and tf4 
became operational between July 1978 and July 1979 . Thanh 
Phong Reeducation Camps 91 and #5 became operational between 
July 1979 and September 1982. The status of the Thanh Phong 

Reeducation Camp Complex as of July 1986 is as follows: Camps 
tf2 and have been dismantled, the detention area at che HQ Camp 
has been dismantled, limited detention activity maybe possible at 
Camp //3, and. Camps //I and #4 appear to. have active detention 
areas. The individual camps within the complex are analyzed in 
paragraph C starting with the HQ Camp and proceeding in numeric 
o rder . 

C. Analysis: 

(I) Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp 

(a) Summary: The Headquarters (HQ) Camp is 

located on the eastern shore of the Song Chan« ^^"'^'^ o7q ^^h^^" 
05N/ 105-20-59E and was constructed between July 1978 and 

July 197 9 PAryJ Between July 1 9 7 9 and 20 

September 1982 the original camp was dismantled and a new camp 
was built approximately 100 meters south of the original site. 
The detention area of this new camp was dismantled between 
November 1983 and July 1986 D ^'T/i 

(5) The original Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ 

Camp consisted of two functional areas: a detention area and a HQ 
admlnistration/,personnel support area- . orobable 

(1) The detention area consisted of two prooaoie 
barracks, thr^possible bar racks / s uppo r t buildings, and a 
possible support/kit^chen^bui^^^^^^^^^^ ,,pport area 

consists of two-7iobable administration buildings, four probable 

barracks and a po ss 1 ble ki tchen . Kr. meters 

all iP.easurementn are In meters. 
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Table 1 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp 

detention Area 

02 Possible Support/Barracks 
^-3 Probable' Barracks 

04 Possible Support/Barracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Possible Support/Kitchen. 

10 Possible Support/ Barracks 

HQ-Adminlstration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Administration 

05 Probable Administration 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Barracks 

11 Probable Barracks 

12 Probable Barracks 

13 Possible Kitchen 

.V The original HQ Camp was dismantled 

between July 1979 and September 1982 and a new camp was 

constructed approximately 100 meters south. The fence-line of 
the original HO administration/personnel support area is still 
visible The new detention area, constructed on top 

of the original detention area, consisted of six probable 
barracks, a possible dispensary, a Possible kitchen ^ P^^^^^^^ 
meeting hall/support building, two possible support buildings, a 
probable watch tower and a possible security building. The new 
HQ administration/personnel support area consists of two probable 
HQ/administration buildings, two possible adminis trat ion/ barracks 
buildings, seven probable barracks, a possible security building, 
and four possible support buildings. ^ , 

Previously identified buildings retain 
their originally assigned annotations numbers; dismantled 
buildings are not depicted on this print. All the measurements 
are in meters. 



Table 2 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Headquarters 

Detention Area 



September 1982 



02 


Possible 


Support/Barracks 


03 


P robable 


Barracks 


04 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


08 


P robab 1 e 


Barracks 


09 


Possible 


Support/Kl tchen 


10 


possible 


Support/Barracks 


15 


Possible 


Kitchen 


16 


Possible 


Support /Meeting Hall 


17 


Possible 


Support 


18 


Possible 


Suppo r t 


19 


Possible 


Dispensary 


20 


Probable 


Barracks 


21 


P robable 


Barracks 


22 


Probable 


Barracks 


28 


Probable 


Barracks 


29 


P robable 


Barracks 


30 


Probable 


Barracks 


33 


Probable 


Watch Tower 


34 


Possible 


Security Building 


Hq-Admlnis trat ion/ Personnel Suppor 


01 


Probable 


Adminis tration 


OS 


* Probable 


Administration 


06 


Probable 


Barracks 


07 


Probable 


Barracks 


11 


Probable 


Barracks 


12 


Probable 


Barracks 


13 


Possible 


Kitchen 


14a 


Possible 


Support 


b 


Possible 


Support 


23 


Probable 


Barracks 


24 


Probable 


Barracks 


25 


Probable 


Barracks 



Dismant led 
Dismantled 
Disraan tied 
Dismant led 
Dismantled 
Dismant led 



20 
13 
12 
06 
11 
25 
25 
23 
25 
23 
25 



06 



09 
08 
08 
04 
06 
08 
08 
09 
08 
09 
08 

04 



Area 



Dismant led 
Dismantled 
Dismant led 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 08 
25 X 05 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
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Table 2 continued 



26 


p robable 


Bar r acics 


2 3 




08 




Probable 


3arr acks 


2 


3^ 


08 


31 


Probable 


Barracks 


9 1 


X 


u o 


32 


Probable 


Barracks 


J J 


X 


HQ 


35 


; Probable 


HQ/ Aaninisc ration 




X 


u o 


36 


P robable 


Hy/ ACiuiXu jl s cracion 






08 


1 7 


rossxoxe 


<S'a tt T* 1 t V 


23 


X 


10 


38 


Possible 


Support 


23 


X 


08 


39 


Possible 


Adminis t ration/ Barracks 


25 


X 


09 


40 


Possible 


Administration/ Barracks 


25 


X 


09 


41 


Possible 


Support 


14 


X 


07 


42 


Possible 


Support 


14 


X 


07 



(d) Within the detention area of the HQ 

Camp, one barracks CiS^20) was dismantled and one support building 
(#43) was constructed between September 1982 and November 

1983. Within the HQ adminis tration/ personnel support area, a 
support building (|S>41) was dismantled during this period 

l>/} T/f Previously 
identified buildings retain their originally assigned annotation 
numbers. All measurements are in meters. 



Table 3 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp November 1983 

Detention Area 



02 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Disman tied 


03 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


04 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


08 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


09 


Possible 


Support/Kitchen 


Dismantled 


10 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


15 


Possible 


Kitchen 


20 X 09 


16 


Possible 


Support/Meeting Hall 


13 X 08 


17 


Possible 


Support 


12 X 08 


18 


Possible 


Support 


06 X 04 


19 


Poss ible 


Dispensary 


11 X 06 


20 


Probable 


Barracks 


Disman t 1 ed 


21 


Probable 


Barracks 


25 X 08 


22 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 X 09 


28 


P robable 


Barracks 


25 X 08 


29 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 X 09 


30 


Probable 


Barracks 


25 X 08 


33 


Probable 


Watch Tower 


— X 


34 


Possible 


Security Building 


06 X 04 


43 


Possible 


Suppor t 


12 X 05 



Hq-Admlnis tra tion/Personnel Support Area 



01 


Probable 


Administration 


Dismantled 


05 


Probable 


Administration 


Dismantled 


06 


Probable 


Barracks 


Disman tied 


07 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


11 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


12 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


13 


Possible 


Kitchen 


Dismantled 


14a 


Possible 


Support 


25 


X 


08 


b 


Possible 


Support 


25 




05 


23 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


24 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


25 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


26 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


27 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


31 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


32 


Probable 


Barracks 


33 


X 


09 


35 


Probable 


HQ /Adminis tration 


23 


X 


08 


36 


Probable 


HQ/ Adminis tra t ion 


23 


X 


08 


37 


Possible 


Security 


23 


X 


10 


38 


Possible 


Support 


23 


X 


08 


39 


Possible 


Administration/ Barracks 


25 


X 


09 


40 


Possible 


Adminis tration/ Barracks 


25 


X 


09 


41 


Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 


42 


Possible 


Suppo r t 


14 


X 


07 



(e) The HQ Camp's detention area was 

completely dismantled between November 1983 and July 1986 

During this same period, a possible security building 
(i^37) and a possible adminis trat ion/ barracks building (^40) were 
dismantled and a possible support building (#44) w£s constructed 
within the HQ adminis tration/ personnel support area. This area 
of the HQ Camp appears active 

p/f-T/^ Previously identified 

buildings retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. 
All measurements are in meters. 
Table 4 

Thanh Phoag Reeducation Headquarters July 1986 

Detention Area 



02 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


03 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


04 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


08 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


09 


Possible 


Support /Kite hen 


Dismantled 


10 


Possible 


Support / Barracks 


Dismantled 


15 


Possible 


Kitchen 


Dismantled 


16 


Possible 


Support/Meeting Hall 


Dismantled 


17 


Possible 


Support . 


Dismantled 


18 


Possible 


Support 


Di sman tied 


19 


Possible 


Dispensary 


Dismantled 


20 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


21 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


22 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


28 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


29 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


30 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


33 


Probable 


Watch Tower 


Dismantled 


34 


Poss ible 


Security Building 


Disman t led 


43 


Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 



HQ-Administration/Personnel Support Area 



01 


Probable 


Administration 


Dismantled 


05 


Probable 


Adminis tration 


Dismantled 


06 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


07 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


11 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


12 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


13 


Possible 


Kitchen 


Dismantled 


14a 


Possible 


Support 


25 


X 


08 


b 


Possible 


Support 


25 


X 


05 


23 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


24 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


25 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


26 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


27 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


31 


Probable 


Barracks 


23 


X 


08 


32 


Probable 


Barracks 


33 


X 


09 


35 


Probable 


HQ/ Administration 


23 


X 


08 


36 


Probable 


HQ/ Adminis tration 


23 


X 


08 


37 


Pbss ible 


Security 


Dismantled 


38 


Possible 


Support 


23 


X 


08 


39 


Possible 


Adminis tration/ Bar racks 


25 


X 


09 


40 


Possible 


Administration/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


41 


Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 


42 


Possible 


Support 


14 


X 


07 


44 


Possible 


Support 


14 


X 


.07 



^ (2) Thaah Phong Reeducatioa Camp #1 

_ (a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 

IT located on the northern shore of the Song Chang^River at 19- 
3i:39N/l05-20-22E, approximately 1.2 kilometers southwest of the 
camp, was' cons'tru" ed between July 1^79 and September 

1982 bf^r^ Between September 1982 and November 

1983 six new buildings were constructed in the detention area of 
Camp #1; the number of buildings in the adminis tration/ personnel 
support area remained unchanged. Both the detention area and 
administration/personnel support area of Camp #1 appeared active 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 consists 

of two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area. . wi 

(1) The detention area consists of two probable 
two poss*ible support /barracks buildings, and a possible 



barracks , 
latrine • 

cons 1 s t s 
possible 
building 



(2) The adminis tration/ personnel support area 
of threT possible adminis tra tion/ barracks buildings, a 
support/ ki t Chen building and a possible support 
Table 5 is keyed to the annotations on Print 8; all 



measurements are in meters. 



Table 5 

Thanh Phong Reeducatioa Camp #1 

Detention Area 

01 Possible Support/ Bar racks 

02 Possible Latrine 

03 Possible Suppo r t /Bar racks 

09 Probable Barracks 

10 Probable Barracks 



18 
18 
11 
26 
26 



September X982 



07 
04 
07 
09 
09 



Adminis tra tion/ Personnel Support Area 



04 


Possible 


Adminis tration/ Barracks 


24 


X 


09 


05 


Possible 


Suppo rt 


12 


X 


06 


06 


Possible 


Support/Kitchen 


16 


X 


12 


07 


Possible 


Adminis tra tion/ Barracks 


28 


X 


09 


08 


Possible 


Adminis tration/ Barracks 


24 


X 


09 



(c) Six new buildings were constructed 

within the detention area between September 1982 and 

November 1983 and consisted of two possible barracks ( // 1 3 and #14 
both under construction), a possible solitary confinement 
building (j^l2), a possible kitchen/support building ( 1 7 ) , and 
two possible support buildings (#15 and ^^16). Additionally, a 
possible latrine (02) was dismantled during this period. In the 
adminis tration/ personnel support area, an adminis tra t ion/ barracks 
building (^^4) was dismantled and a possible security building was 
constructed (^^11) during this same period, V^'TA 

Previously identified buildings 
retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. All 
measurements are in meters. 



Table 6 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp ll 
Detention Area 

01 Possible Support/ Barracks 

02 Possible Latrine 

03 Possible Support/Barracks 

09 Probable Barracks 

10 Probable Barracks 

12 Possible Solitary Confinement 

13 Possible Barracks (U/C) 

14 Possible Barracks <U/C) 

15 Possible Support 

16 Possible Support 

17 Possible Support/Kitchen 



November 1983 



18 X 07 
Dismantled 
11 X 07 



26 
26 
12 
27 
27 
13 
11 
19 



09 
09 
06 
06 
06 
06 
07 
06 
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Table 6 conti; ^ed 



Disoancled 
12 X 06 
16 X 12 
28 X 09 
24 X 09 
18 X 08 

November 



Aipinis traCion/Personnel Support Area 

04 Possible Administration/Barracks 

05 Possible Support 
OB'" Possible Support/Kitchen 

07 Possible Admlnls t ration/ Barracks 

08 Possible Admlnls t ration/ Barracks 
11 Possible Security 

Between November 1983 and July 

1986 a probable barracks (P9) and a possible support building 
(#16) were dismantled in the detention area. Although there has 
been some reduction of the facilities within the detention area. 
It appeared active J>^rf^ "nee 

November 1983, the admlnls tratlon/ personnel support area had been 
expanded by the construction of a possible administration/ 
barracks building (iS^lS). This area also appeared active 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally 
assigned annotation numbers. All measurements are in meters. 



Table 7 

Thanh Phong Reeducatloa Camp #1 

Detention Area 



July 1986 



01 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


18 X 07 


02 


Possible 


Latrine 


Dismantled 


03 


Possible 


Support /Barracks 


11x07 


09 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


10 


Probable 


Barracks 


26 X 09 


12 


Poss Ible 


Solitary Confinement 


12 X 06 


13 


Possible 


Barracks 


27 X 06 


14 


Possible 


Barracks 


27 X 06 


15 


Possible 


Support 


13 X 06 


16 


Possible 


Support 


Disman t led 


17 


Possible 


Support/Kitchen 


19 X 06 


19 


Probable 


Cover Entry Point 


X — 


Administration/Personnel Support Area 




04 


Possible 


Admlnls tratlon/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


05 


Possible 


Support 


12 X 06 


06 


Possible 


Support/Kitchen 


16 X 12 


07 


Possible 


Admlnls tratlon/ Barracks 


28 X 09 


08 


Possible 


Admlnls tratlon/ Barracks 


24 X 09 


11 


Possible 


Security 


18 X 08 


18 


Possible 


Admlnls tratlon/ Barracks 


24 X 09 



(3) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp If2 
Is located at 19-36-13N/ 105-22-56E , approximately 300 meters west 
of Route 15 on the eastern edge of the Song Quyon River and 
approximately 4 kilometers northeast of the HQ Camp, Camp #2 
was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 

Seven of the nine buildings in the detention area were 
dismantled and replaced between July 1979 and September 

1982. The camp's detention function ended between September 
1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement ot all but one 

of the buildings in the detention area. The entire Camp #2 was 
substantially dismantled between December 1983 and July 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp ff2 
consisted of two functional areas: a detention area and an 
administration/personnel support area. 

(1 ) The detention area consisted of two probable 
barracks, a possible kl tchen/ suppor t building, a probable guard 
hut, a probable watch tower, three support buildings, and a 
possible security building. 

(2) The administration/personnel support area 
consisted of a probable administration building, three possible 
barracks, and a possible support building. O^'f^^ 

all measurements are in meters. 



24 X 08 
- - X - - 
X 



Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 ^^^J 1^79 

Detention Area (59 x 50 m) 
06^ Probable Barracks 
04 Probable Guard Hut 

^5 probable Watch Tower 9A ^ 0^ 

08 a Probable Barracks ^ 

b probable Barracks nil c^l 

c Probable Barracks 24 x Ub 

09 Possible Support 0^ ^ 

10 Possible Support (U/C) 09 x 06 

11 Possible security 10 x Ob 

12 Possible Support M x 06 

13 Possible Support/Kitchen 09 x Ob 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

01 Possible Barracks 10 x U5 

02 Probable Administration 20 x uo 

06 Possible Barracks 25 x 0^ 

07 Possible Barracks 24 x uo 

14 Possible Support 10 x uo 

(c) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 02 

underwent significant construction between July 1979 and 

Septeo-ber 1982 . Within the detention area, seven buildings, 
comprised of two probable barracks (//3 and ^8), three Possible 
support buildings (^^9. il^lO and ^2), a probable guard hut (//4), 
and a probable watch tower (^^5) were dismantled and replaced. The 
buildings were replaced with three probable barracks (tfl7, iFiy 
and 1^20), a possible dispensary/ suppor t building ( 1 5 ) . a support 
building (^^21) and two probable watch towers (#16 and //22). As a 
result of this construction, the security wall surrounding the 
detention area was expanded approximately 10 meters to the west. 
Between July 1979 to September 19^2, the 

adminis tratlon/ personnel support area had a probable 
administration building ( // 2 ) and a possible support building 
(#14) dismantled. New construction in this area included two 
possible barracks/administration buildings (#24 and #25), a 
possible barracks/security building (#23), and a possible kitchen 

(#26). }>^r^^ , , 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 

annotation numbers J>/^fy\ 

All measurements are in meters. 

^^^^^ ^ u . r i7 September 1982 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

Detention Area 

03 Probable Barracks Dismantled 

04 Probable Guard Hut Dismantled 

05 Probable Watch Tower Dismantled 
08 Probable Barracks Dismantled 



09 Possible Support 

10 Possible Support 
Possible Security 1^ ^ 



Dismantled 
Dismantled 



11 

12 Possible Support 
13 
15 



Disman tliid 



Possible Support/Kitchen x 07 

Possible Support/Dispensary 15 x 07 



x 



Probable Barracks 24 x 10 



X 



16 Probable Watch Tower 
17 

18 Probable Cover Entry 

19 Probable Barracks 24 x 07 
20- .Probable Barracks 24 x 0/ 

21 Possible Support 

22 Probable Watch Tower 



14 X 05 
X — 
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23 X 07 
Dismancled 
2 5 X 0 9" - 

24 X 08 
Dlsman&Led 

25 X 09 

26 X 09 
30 X 09 
25 X 10 
12 X 07 



Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Possible Barracks 
02^ Probable Administration 
06 Possible Barracks 
Oi Possible 3arracks 
iV" Possible Support 

23 Possible Security/ Bar racks 

24 Possible Barracks/ Admiai'S trat ion 

25 Possible Barracks/ Admiais cration 

26 a Possible Kl tchea/Dispensary 
b Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

(d) Eight of the nine buildings in the 

detention area of Camp #2 were dismantled (#11, #13, #15, #18, 
#19, #20, #21, and #22) between September 1982 and December 
1983. The only remaining building in the detention area was a 
probable barracks (#17); the camp's detention function apparently 
ended. During this same period, three buildings (#1, #7 and 
#26) in the administration/personnel support area were 
dismantled. ^/7t7^ 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers; only selected dismantled buildings are 
depicted for the purpose of clarity. All measurements are in 
meters . 



Table 10 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

Detention Area 



03 


Probable 


Barracks 


04 


Probable 


Guard Hut 


05 


Probable 


Watch Tower 


08 


Probable 


Barracks 


09 


Possible 


Support 


10 


Possible 


Support 


11 


Possible 


Security 


12 


Po s s ible 


Support 


13 


Possible 


Support/Kitchen 


15 


Possible 


Support/ Dispensary 


16 


Probable 


Watch Tower 


17 


Probable 


Barracks 


18 


Probable 


Cover Entry 


19 


Probable 


Barracks 


20 


Probable 


Barracks 


21 


Poss ible 


Support 


22 


Probable 


Watch Tower 



December 1983 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismant led 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

24 X 10 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 



Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 09 
Dismantled 
Disman t led 

25 X 09 

26 X 09 
30 X 09 
Dismantled 



Administration/ Personnel Support Area 

01 Possible Barracks 

02 Probable Administration 

06 Possible Barracks 

07 Possible Barracks 
14 Possible Support 

23 Possible Security/ Barracks 

24 Possible Barracks/ Administration 

25 Possible Bar racks / Admini s tr a t ion 

26 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

(e) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 was 

dismantled, except for building #25, between December 1983 and 
July 1986 

(4) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 

is Ibcated at 19-36-33N/ 105-21-4 1 E , approximately 200 meters east 
of the Song Chang River, approximately 3 kilometers north of the 
HQ Camp, and was constructed between July 1978 and July 

1979 P/?r>? The original detention area was 

dismantled and a new detention area was constructed approximately 
100 meters east between July 1979 and September 1982; the 

total number of buildings in the adminis tration/ personnel support 
area increased by 11 buildings in this period. The detention 
area and the adminis tration/ personnel support area of Camp #3 
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(Ij) Thanh Phong ReeducaLlon C^p if ^ consists 

^o£ two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support area. u ui 

vl (1) The detention area consists of four probable 

barracks, a poTTtble d 1 s pensa ry/ bar racks , a possible solitary 
frconfinement building and a possible kitchen/barracks. 

(2) The admlnistration/personnet- support area 
consists of"rix possible barracks, three possible 
barracks/administration buildings, a possible administration 
building, a possible kitchen/dispensary building, three possible 
support buildings, and a probable security buildlngc 



meters • 
Table 11 

Thanh Phong Reeducatloa Camp #3 

Detention Area 



all measurements are in 



July 1979 



10 
U 

14 
13 
16 

17 
18 



Probable Barracks 

Probable Barracks 

Probable Barracks 

Probable Barracks 

Probable Barracks 

Possible Dispensary/Barracks 

Possible Dispensary/Barracks 

Possible Solitary Confinement 

Possible Kitchen/Barracks 



18 
18 
13 
18 
18 
18 
13 
08 
10 



09 
09 
07 
09 
09 
09 
04 
04 
04 



Administration/Personnel Support Area 

01 Probable Security 

02 Possible Barracks 

03 Possible Barracks 

04 Possible Barracks 

05 Possible Barracks 

06 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

07 Possible Support 

08 Possible Barracks/ Administration 

09 Possible Administration 

12 Possible Barracks/ Adminis t rat ion 

13 Possible Bar racks/ Administration 

19 Possible Barracks 

20 Possible Support 

21 Possible Barracks 

22 Possible Support 

(c) 

buildings //lO, /^14, and 
and September 1982, 

approximately 100 meters 



12 X 06 
25 X 10 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 



18 
16 
24 
18 
18 
18 
18 
24 
24 
18 
08 



24 
24 



09 
08 
10 
09 
09 
09 
09 
10 
10 
07 
04 
10 
10 



The original detention area, except for 
17, was dismantled between July 1979 

The new detention area, constructed 
to the east, consists of four probable 
barracks ( // 3 5 - J/38), a possible kitchen (#33). a possible 
dispensary (l?20), a possible security building ( // 3 1 ) . and a 
possible support building ( // 3 2 ) . Eleven new buildings were 
constructed in the adm 1 n i s t r a t i o n / p e r s o nn e 1 support area and 
consist of three probable barracks ( // 2 7 , //28 and //30), a 
possible administration building (#25). two possible 
barracks/kitchens (#26 and #29), a possible ba r racks/ support 
building (#34), and four possible support buildings (#23, #24, 

#39 and #40). DA^^ . . 4 a 

Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 

annotation numbers- j>/» rT^ 

All measurements are in meters. 
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Table 12 - 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Casp #3 Septenber 1962 

Decenclon Area 



1 1 


2 


ProbAble 




Dismantled 




b 


Probable 


Bar r atilcs 


Dismantled 


15 




P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


16 




t \J 9 St M UXC 


LlX5*t*dio<itjr / DaXLaCI^S 


Dismantled 






Possible 


UX9|/ciioaVjr / DafcLaCKS 


Dismantled 


1 0 




r OS 8 L Dxe 


NitcneQ/ fiarracKS 


Dismantled 




a 


rOSSlDie 


Dispensary * 


08 


X 


04 




0 


r OS s 1 01 e 


Dispensary * 


12 


X 


08 


J 1 




Security 




18 


X 


09 


32 




Possible 


Support 


19 


X 


08 


33 




Possible 


Kitchen 


25 


X 


09 


35 




Probable 


Barracks 


27 


X 


08 


36 




Probable 


Barracks 


27 


X 


08 


37 




Probable 


Barracks 


27 


X 


08 


38 




Probable 


Barracks 


27 


X 


08 


Administration/Personnel Support Area 








n 1 








12 


X 


06 


uz 




rQ s S X Dxe 


Aan mistracion 


25 


X 


10 






rOSSxDXe 


Ba r r ac ks 


18 


X 


09 


04 




PnQtt'l hi A 




Dismantled 


n s 




IT LUOaUXc 


Dal LdCl^S 


Dismantled 


06 




Possible 




18 


X 


09 


07 




Possible 


Barracks /Support 


Dismantled 


08 




Possible 


Barracks/ Administration 


18 


X 


09 


09 




Possible 


Adminis trat ion 


18 


X 


09 


10 




Possible 


Barracks/ Support @ 


18 


X 


09 


12 




Probable 


Barracks 


24 


X 


10 


13 




Poss Ible 


Adminis trat ion 


24 


X 


10 


14 




Possible 


Barracks/ Support 0 


18 


X 


09 


17 




Possible 


Support @ 


13 


X 


04 


19 




Possible 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


21 




Possible 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


22 




Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 


23 




Possible 


Support 


19 


X 


11 


24 




Possible 


Support (U/C) 


33 


X 


06 


25 




Possible 


Adminis trat ion 


25 


X 


10 


26 




Possible 


Barracks/ Kitchen 


26 


X 


09 


27 




Probable 


Barracks 


24 


X 


10 


28 




Probable 


Barracks 


16 


X 


08 


29 




Possible 


Barracks /Kite hen 


34 


X 


09 


30 




Probable 


Barracks 


16 


X 


08 


34 




Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


20 


X 


09 


39 




Possible 


Support 


30 


X 


06 


40 




Possible 


Support 


29 


X 


06 



@ Function has changed from detention related to 
Administration/Personnel Support related. 

« Function has changed from Adminis trat ion/ Personnel Support 
related to Detention related. 

(d) Between September 1982 and 

November 1983 both dismantlement and new construction occurred at 
Camp //3. A probable meeting hall (if'42) and a watch tower (i('43) 
were constructed in the detention area, while four buildings (a 
possible barracks (,93) and three possible s uppo r t / bar r ac ks 
buildings (#10, ^^14, and #17) were dismantled and one possible 
support building (#41) was constructed in the 
administration/personnel support area. I?/\T/] 

J^A7"/\ Previously identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected 
dismantled buildings are depicted for the purpose of clarity* 
All measurements are In meters. 



November 1983 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
08 X 04 



12 
18 
19 
25 
27 
27 
27 
27 
•30 



08 
09 
08 
09 
08 
08 
08 
08 
13 



Table 13 ' 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp fJ 

Detention Area 
11 a Probable Barracks 
b Probable. Barracks 

15 Probable Barracks ^ 

16 a Possible Dis pensary/ Barracks 
b. Possible Dispensary/Barracks 

18 Possible Ki tchen/ Bar racks 
20 a Possible Dispensary 
b Possible Dispensary 

31 Security 

32 Possible Support 

33 Possible Mess Hall 

35 Probable Barracks 

36 Probable Barracks 

37 Probable Barracks 

38 Probable Barracks 

42 Probable Meeting Hall 

43 Confirmed Watch Tower 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

01 Probable Security 

02 Possible Administration 

03 Possible Barracks 

04 Possible Barracks 

05 Probable Barracks 

06 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

07 Possible Barracks/Support 

08 Possible Barracks/ Admlnts tration 

09 Possible Administration 

10 Possible Ba r racks / S iippo rt 

12 Probable Barracks 

13 Possible Administration 

14 Possible Barracks/Support 
17 Possible Support 
19 Possible Barracks 

21 Possible Barracks 

22 Possible Support 

23 Possible Support 

24 Possible Support (U/C) 

25 Possible Administration 

26 Possible Barracks/Kitchen 

27 Probable Barracks 

28 Probable Barracks 

29 Possible Barracks/Kitchen 

30 Probable Barracks 
34 Possible Suppo rt/ Barracks 

39 Possible Support 

40 Possible Support 

41 Possible Support 

.X Six buildings, consisting of three 

^ MZ-^S #37 and //38), a probable security 
probable barracks ^^^X\JvhcXTn and a possible support 

building (//32). a « ^^^^ ^ Ji thin the de ten t Ion area between 
building (.34) were d,3m^antled^ w^^^^ ^^^^ 

November 1983 and Juiy ^^"^^ . still Intact and 

possible admlnistrattoa/barraclcs building (m^^^ b'ulldlng 

disbanded -"^"^^ '^^V ^^lod ^^^^^^^ , 

o.lgmall. asslgL^^a-oytlon n---^;-/^ ^^^^.^^ ^"'^1? 
buildings are depicted for tne purp 
measurements are in meters. 



12 X 06 
25 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

18 X 09 
Dismantled 

18 X 09 

18 X 09 
Dismantled 
24 X 10 

24 X 10 

Dlsman t led 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

Dismantled 

19 X 11 



33 
25 
26 
24 
16 
34 
16 
20 
30 
29 
18 



06 
10 
09 
10 
08 
09 
08 
09 
06 
06 
09 



Table 14 



Thaah Phong Reeducation Camp #3 July 1986 

Detention Area 



11 


a 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 




b 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


15 




Probable- 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


16 


a 


Possible 


Dispensary/ BX^ racks 


Dismantled 




b 


jpossible 


Dispensary/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


18 




Possible 


Kitchen/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


20 


a 


Possible 


Dispensary 


08 X 04 




b 


Possible 


Dispensary 


12 X 08 


31 




Security 




Dismantled 


32 




Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 


33 




Possible 


Kitchen 


Dismantled 


35 




Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


36 




Probable 


Barracks 


27 X 08 


37 




Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


38 




Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


42 




Probable 


Meeting Hall 


30 X 13 


43 




Confirmed Watch Tower 


Dismantled 



Administration/Personnel Support Area 



01 


Probable 


Securi ty 


12 X 06 


02 


Possible 


Adminis tration 


25 X 10 


03 


P o,s s i b 1 e 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


04 


Possible 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


05 


Probable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


06 


Possible 


Kitchen/ Dispensary 


1 O V HQ 
I O X U 7 


07 


Possible 


Barracks/ Support 


Dismantled 


08 


Poss ible 


Barracks/ Adminis tration 


Dismantled 


09 


Possible 


Administration 


18 X 09 


10 


Possible 


Barracks/ Support 


Dismantled 


12 


P robable 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


13 


Possible 


Administration 


24 X 10 


14 


Poss ible 


Barracks /Sup port 


Dismantled 


17 


Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 


19 


Possible 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


21 


Possible 


Barracks 


Dl sman tl ed 


22 


Possible 


Support 


Dismanc led 


23 


Possible 


Support 


19 X 11 


24 


Pos s ible 


Support 


33 X 06 


25 


Possible 


Administration 


25 X 10 


26 


Possible 


Barracks/Kitchen 


26 X 09 


27 


Probable 


Barracks 


24 X 10 


28 


Probable 


Barracks 


16 X 08 


29 


Possible 


Barracks /Kite hen 


Dismantled 


30 


Probable 


Barracks 


16 X 08 


34 


Possible 


Support/ Barracks 


Dismantled 


39 


Poss ible 


Suppor t 


Dismantled 


40 


Possible 


Support 


29 X 06 


41 


Possible 


Support 


Dismantled 



(5) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 

is located on the western shore of the Song Chang River at 19-36- 
52N/105-20-18E, approximately 3.6 kilometers NNW of the HO Camo. 
and was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 P^T^ 

The total number of buildings in the detention and 
administration/personnel support areas increased by eight (four 
and four, respectively) between July 1979 and September 

1982. Between September 1982 and November 1983 three 

buildings in the detention area were dismantled while two 
buildings in the admini s t r a t i o n/ pe r so nne 1 support area were 
constructed. The configuration of Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 
/5^4 was altered between November 1983 and July 1986 by the 

dismantlement of the original detention area and the 
construction of a new detention area approximately 150 meters to 
the west. Both the detention and . the administration/personnel 
support areas of Camp ifU appeared active d/^-T^^i ' 



* (v> " " Thinh Phong Reeduca..on C«p ir, ""^J^" 

-of cwo fuactlonal areas: a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel ^-PPOJJ "^^e detention area consists of five probable 
rarrac.s. thr^T- possible barracks/support buildings and a 
^ssible kltcfien. ^dmini s t r a t ion/ pe r so nne £^ support area 

.insists of two possible barracks/administration buildings, a 
possible barracks.' two possible support buildings a possible 
Security building, and a possible ^^^^^-^lll'llll^lli^^,, „e In 

meters • 

Thanh Phoog Reeducation Caap #4 July 1979 

Detention Area 

01 Possible Kitchen 1! 

02 Possible Barracks/Support }6 ^ ^« 

03 Possible Barracks/Support 16 x Ob 

04 Possible Barracks/Support 16 x 08 

05 Probable Barracks 20 x 08 

06 Probable Barracks 20 * 08 

07 Probable Barracks 20 x 08 

08 Probable Barracks 5S nft 

09 Probable Barracks 20 x uo 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

10 Possible Support 20 x 05 

11 Possible Support 15 x 06 

12 Possible Security ^ 

13 Possible Dispensary/Kitchen 13 x 09 

14 Possible Barracks/Administration 21 x 10 

15 Possible Barracks/Administration 21 x 10 

16 Possible Barracks 20 x 08 

In the detention area four new buildings 

coasistmg'of three probable ^--c^^ J^^^^^^^^^ ' .1%^' 1 9 7 s'^rnd 

^r^r^o hall (15^27) were constructed between Juiy i ^ 

S e:L^^'983 '"xhe security wall surrounding Che detention ar 
was expanded approximately 8 meters to the south, /^^o auri g 
this pe'ciod. six new buildings three possible ^"f < ^ 
lnd%22) a possible barracks/ administration building (#19). a 

^^1- K.iiiHlnff (#10) were dismantled. (yft-j/i 
support building t«riu; ^^^^^^^^^^ Identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotation numbers. All measurements 
are in me ter s • 
Table 16 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 

01 Possible Kitchen 

02 Possible Barracks/Support 

03 Possible Barracks/Support 

04 Possible Barracks/Support 

05 Probable Barracks 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Rarracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Probable Barracks 

23 Probable Cover Entry Point 

24 Probable Barracks 

25 Probable Barracks 

26 Probable Barracks 

27 Possible Meeting Hall 



July 1982 


18 


X 


10 


16 


X 


08 


16 


X 


06 


16 


X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


' 20 


X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


20 


X 
X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


20 


X 


08 


34 


X 


12 



13 , 16 
Page i— of pages 



4 4. J. ii LI,;: a 



Administration/Personnel Support Area 



1 n 
1 0 


ross 1 Die 




Pos s 1 Die 


12 


Possible 




Possible 


lA 


Possible 


15 


Possible 


16 


Possible 


17 


Possible 


1 A 




19 


Possible 


20 


Possible 


21 


Probable 


22 


Possible 




(d) 



The detention 



Dismantled 
15 X 04 
18 X 09 
13 X OS 
21 X ITT 
21 X 10 
Dismantled 
29 X 08 
17 X 12 
28 X 11 
32 X 09 
27 X 05 
23 X 10 
area of Thanh Phong 



Reeducation camp naa tuui. r--- 

(#6 #7 and #26) and a possible barracks/support building (^A), 
dismantled between September 1982 and November 1983 . The 

security wall around the detention area was also restored to its 
1979 configuration. Within the administration/ personnel support 
area, a probable security building (#28) and a possible support 
buildine (#29) were constructed. /P/<J-t->^ 
DuiiainK Previously Identified buildings retain 

annotation numbers. All the 



their originally assigned 
measurements are in meters. 
Table 17 

Thanh Phoag Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 



01 


Possible. 


Kitchen 


02 


Possible 


Barracks /Support 


03 


Possible 


Barracks/Support 


OA 


Possible 


Barracks/ Support 


05 


probable 


Barracks 


06 


Probable 


Barracks 


07 


Probable 


Barracks 


08 


Probable 


Barracks 


09 


Probable 


Barracks' 


23 


Probable 


Covered Entry Point 


2A 


Probable 


Barracks 


25 


Probable 


Barracks 


26 


Probable 


Barracks 


27 


Possible 


Meeting Hall 


Administration/Personnel Support Area 


10 


Possible 


Suppor t 


11 


Possible 


Support 


12 


Possible 


Security 


13 


Possible 


Dispensary/ Kite hen 


lA 


Possible 


Barracks/ Administration 


15 


Possible 


Barracks/ Administration 


16 


Possible 


Barracks 


17 


Possible 


Barracks 


18 


Possible 


Security 


19 


Possible 


Bar racks/ Administration 


20 


Possible 


Barracks 


21 


Probable 


Viewing Stands 


22 


Possible 


Barracks 


28 


Probable 


Security 


29 


Possible 


Support 




(e) The con] 



November 1983 

18 X 10 
16 X 08 
16 X 06 
Dismantled 
20 X 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
— X — 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
Di sman tied 
3A X 12 



Dismantled 
15 X 06 
18 X 09 
13 X 09 . 
21 X 10 
21 X 10 
Dismantled 
29 X 08 
17 X 12 
28 X 11 
32 X 09 
27 X 05 
23 X 10 
17 X 12 
23 X 06 



v.»«K o November 1983 and 

1986. The original detention area was dismantled and 



July 
a new 



198b. Tne original aecentxuu atc« wo« /a 

detention area, consisting of four probable barracks (#30, #31, 
. ji ^ , X w^ui^ Kail fS'KO'i And a possible 



1^33 and ffJ^;, a probable meeting hall (#32) and - ^ 

kitchen (#35) was constructed approximately 150 meters west of 
the original site. The new detention area appeared active 

f\ J --f/i In the same period, a support building (#11) 

and'a probable barracks (#17) in the administration/personnel 
support area were dismantled. J^/^-T^r^ 

Previously Identified buildings retain their 
originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected dismantled 
buildings have been depicted for the purpose of clarity. All 
measurements are In meters. 



Table 18 ^ 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Caap #4 July 1986 

Retention Area 

01 Possible Kitchen 

02 Possible Barracks/Support 
-03 Possible Barracks/Support 

04 Possible Barracks/Support 

05 - Probable Barracks 

06 Probable Barracks 

07 Probable Barracks 

08 Probable Barracks 

09 Probable Barracks 

23 i Probable Covered Entry Point 

24 I Probable Barracks 

25 I Probable Barracks 

26 ! Probable Barracks 

27 Possible Meeting Hall 

30 Probable Barracks 

31 Probable Barracks 

32 Probable Meeting Hall 

33 Probable Barracks 

34 Probable Barracks 

35 i Possible Kitchen 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

10 \ Possible Support 

11 ! Possible Support 

12 Possible Security 

13 i Possible Dispensary/Kitchen 

14 ! Possible Barracks/Administration 

15 Possible Barracks/ Administration 

16 Possible Barracks 

17 Possible Barracks 

18 Possible Security 

19 Possible Bar racks/ Adminis t ration 

20 Possible Barracks 

21 Probable Viewing Stands 

22 Possible Barracks 

28 Probable Security 

29 Possible Support 



Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismstntled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
24 X 08 
X 08 
X 11 
X 08 
X 08 
X 08 



24 
28 
24 
24 
18 



Dismantled. 
Di sman t led 
18 X 09 
13 X 09 
21 X 10 
21 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
17 X 12 



28 
32 
27 
23 
17 
23 



I 1 
09 
05 
10 
12 
06 



(6) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp //5 
is located at 1 9-37 -3 1 N/ 105-2 1 - 1 3E , approximately 4.5 kilometers 
north of the HQ Camp, and was constructed between July IV/^ 
and September 1982 ' J> ^r/f Its detention function 
ended with the dismantlement of the security fence around the 
detention area between September 1982 and December 1983- 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if5 was completely dismantled between 

December 1983 and July 1986* 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp if5 consisted of two 
functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 
personnel support area. 

( 1 ) The detention area consisted of three 
probable barracks, a possible barracks/kitchen, and a possible 

support building. 

(2) The administration/personnel support area 
consisted of a possible administration building, three possible 
barracks, a possible kitchen/ suppor t building, and a possible 
support building. £>>|TV<? 

all measurements are in meters. 



Barracks 


22 


X 


10 


Barracks 


22 


X 


10 


Barracks ^ 


22 


X 


10 


Bar racks /kit Chen 


15 


X 


07 



Table 19 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Cawp #5 September 1982 

Detention Area 

01 Probab 

02 Probab 

03 Probab 

04 Possib 
05' Possible Support 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

06 Possible Administration 

07 Possible Barracks 
QS Possible Barracks 

09 Possible Support 

10 Possible kitchen/Support 

11 Possible Barracks 



15 


X 


06 


11 


X 


06 


15 


X 


06 


10 


X 


06 


15 


X 


06 


10 


X 


06 



(c) Camp iS^5'8 detention function ended between 
September 1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement of the 
security fence surrounding the detention area; a probable 
barracks (^i) within the detention area was also dismantled. 
Additionally » a possible administration building (PS) and a 
possible barracks ( ^ 7 ) were dismantled in the 
administration/personnel support area. J>^T'^ 

All buildings retain their originally 
assigned annotation numbers* All measurements are in meters. 

Table 20 

Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 December 1983 

Detention Area 

01 Probable Barracks Dismantled 

02 Probable Barracks 22 x 10 

03 Probable Barracks 22 x 10 

04 Possible Barracks/kitchen 15 x 07 

05 Possible Support 



Administration/Personnel Support Area 



06 


Possible 


Administration 


Dismantled 


07 


Possible 


Barracks 


Dismantled 


08 


Possible 


Barracks 


15 X 06 


09 


Possible 


Suppo r t 


10 X 06 


10 


Possible 


ki tchen/Suppor t 


15 X 06 


11 


Possible 


Barracks 


10 X 06 



(d) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp // 5 was totally 
dismantled between December 1983 to July 1986. 



3. ANALYST'S COMMENTS. 

A. Map Reference: Series L7014, sheet 6048-11, 1:50.000 

B* Questions concerning this report should be addressed to 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: HR 6 024 0457. 93. 

/,v*,v**,v*vr*** THIS IS A COMBIM-n MESSAGE **,v,w«-c,m.-*,v,v*/ 
BODY 

(COUNTRY: VI ETNAM (VM). 

SUBJECT: HE 6 024 045Z 93/BIET KICH COMMANDO 

PRISON CHRONOLOGY, 1963-81 

WARNING: THIS TS AN INFORMATION REPORT, M'Vr 

FINALLY EVALUAl-ED IN FELLI GENUS . 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



630608 - 8104('0. 
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SOURCE- SOURCE, A FORMER 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM DURING 1963, 
OBTAINED THE INFO THROUGH HEARSAY AND PERSONAL 
OBSERVATION. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY- THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 

PROVIDES THE PRISON CHRONOLOGY OF A FORMER BIET KICH 
CAPTURED DURING 1963 IN NGHE AN PROVINCE. REPORTS 
LIMITED HEARSAY OF WO UNIDENTIFIED AMERICAN PRISONERS 
EXECUTED DURING TRANSFER TO TilE NORTH IN 1968. 

TEXT: 

1 SOURCE BACKGROUND. SOURCE IS AN ETHNIC 
TAI V IETNAMESE CITIZEN BORN IN NGHE AN PROVINCE. 
DURING 1959 HE FLED TO XAM NEUA, HUA PHAN PROVINCE, 
LAOS AFTER BEING HELD BY LAO OFFICIALS IN XAM NEUA 
AND~XAM TAI /XAM TEU FOR SIX MONTHS, SOURCE WAS MOVED 
TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE WAS HELD AT A MILITARY BASE FOR 
APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE ARRANGED TO HAVE SOURCE RELOCATED 
TO SAIGON SOURCE VOLUNTEERED TO JOIN THE ARVN AND 
WAS GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER FOR A SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS ACTIVITY KNOWN TO HIM AS THE LWDCJ LUWOWNGJ 
NHAAN SWJ CHIEENS DAAUS. THE UNIT HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED IN RM 38, 3RD FLOOR, 145 VO TANH, SAIGON. 

2 TEAM COMPOSITION. SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO 
AN EIGHT MAN TEAM WITH THE TP/\M NAME "MIDAT". PARTIAL 
TEAM COMPOSITION FOLLOWS- - 

MIDAT 1 - NGUYEN DINHF ((LWIJ)) TEAM CDR 
MIDAT 2 - LANG VAWN ((CHUNG)) DEP CDR 
MIDAT 3 - PHAN COONG ((HOAN)) RTO 
MIDAT 4 - QUACH DINHF ((HIEEN)) 
MIDAT 5 - DINH THEER ((CW)) 
MIDAT 6 - LANG VAWN ((LOAN)) 
MIDAT 7 - LOO VAWN ((CHAAN)) 

3 MISSION AT TIME OF CAPTURE. INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF BRIDGE AND OTHER 
MILITARY TARGETS IN TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. THE TEAM WAS LAUNCHED BY C-123 FROM TAN SON 
NHAT AIRFIELD ON 8 JUN 63. ThTl INSERTION POINT WAS 
OVER XA THACH GIAM, TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. THE TEAM WAS DISCOVERED IMMEDIATELY, .AND 
EVADED CAPTURE FOR FOUR DAYS.. ALL EIGHT WERE CAPTURED 
ALIVE AT 1200 HOURS ON 12 JUN 63. THE TEAM WAS HELD 



FOR INTERROGATION FOR SIX MONTHS IN SPECIAL DOENTION 
AT HUONG DUONG, NGHE AN. 

4 TRIAL. MEMBERS OF THE TEAM WERE PUT ON 

TRIAL AT THE 4TH MILITARY REGION MILITARY COURT IN DO 
LUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE ON 22 DEC 63. THE 
TEAM CDR AND DEP CDR WERE SENTENCED TO DEATH. THE 
SEITTENCES FOR THE OTHERS MEMBERS RANGED FROM 10 TO 18 
YEARS. 

5. PRISON CHRONOLOGY. 

A AFTER TRIAL, SOURCE HAS MOVED ALONE TO CAMP 

2, YEN BAI WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 1969. 

B. SOURCE HAS HELD IN LAO CAI PRISON FROM 1969 

UNTIL 1971. 

C SOURCE TIAS TRANSFERUF.D FROM LAO CAI TO 

CENTRAL CAMP 3 AT TAN KY IN SOMETIME DURING 

1972 HE HAS TRANSFERRED BACK TO LAO CAI WHERE He. 
REMAINED UNTIL FEB 78 WHEN U". AND APPROX 150 OTHER 
PRISONERS WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM / THANH PRONG 
PRISON IN THANH BOA PROVINCE. 

D FROM FEB 78 UNTIL APR 81 (WHEN HE ALLEGEDLY 

ESCAPED WHILE ON LABOR DETAIL) SOURCE HAS HELD AT K4, 
THANH LAM /THANH PRONG PRISON. 

6. THANH PRONG / THANH LAM CAMP SYSTEM. THE 

PRISON CAMP HAS NAMED. AFTER IVO VILLAGES IN THE 
IMMEDIATE AREA, THANH LAW /G}:.nCOORDS--1939N/ 105 ?.7E // 
AND THANH PRONG //GEOCOORDS--193aN/10518E//, AND 
CONSISTED OF FOUR SUBCAMPS DESIGNATED KL THRU K4. KL 
AND K2 WERE LOCATED NEAR THANH P.^.ONG. K3 HAS LOCATED 
IN VICINITY //GE0COORDS--1935N/10523E//. ON IHR WEST 
SIDE OF HWY 15B APPROX TWO KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THE 
INTERSECTION AT LANG CHUOI OF 153 AND THE ROAD WEST TO 
THANH PRONG. K4 HAS LOCATED 3 KM SOUTHWEST OF K3, 
APPROX 2KM WEST OF HWY 15 B. 

A CADRE. THE THANH PRONG PRISON SYSTEM i<AS 

COMMANDED BY LT COL ((UYS)). K4 .IAS COMMANDED BY 
MAJOR TOO HAS ((OANH)). NGUYEN MANHJ ((HOWIJ)) WAS 
DEP CDR OF K4. 

B' K4 LAYOUl" AND INMATE POPULATION. K4 

CONSISTED OF THREE SEPARATE CF.TENTION AREAS. THE 
PRODUCTION AREA (KHU SANR SUAATS) CONSISTED OF TWO 
PRISON BUILDINGS DESIGNATED ■. ANi) 2. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN BUILDING 1. ALL OF THE APPROX 150 INMATES OF K4 
WERE BIET KICH. JUST WEST OF THE PRODUCTION SECTION 



WAS A SMALL COMPOUND WHICH HELD TWELVE SENIOR ARVN 
OFFICERS, INCLUDING GEN NGUYEN HUU PHO. A THfRD 
COMPOUND JUST WEST OF THE K4 HEADQUARTERS HELD AN 
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF FORMER ARVN; INMATES. 

7 HEARSAY OF EXECUl'ION OF TWO AMERICAN PWS. 

WHILE HELD AT CENTRAL PRISON 3, TAN KY, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE, A COMMUNIST CADRE INMATE KNOWN TO SOURCE 
ONLY AS ((THU)) TOLD SOURCE THAT THU'S UNIT HAD 
CAPTURED TVO AMERICAN PRISONERS NEAR KHE SANH DURING 
TET 68 THU'S UNIT ESCORTED THE TWO AMERICANS NORTH 
ALONG THE HO CHI KINH TRAIL. WHEN THE TVO WERE UNABLE 
TO KEEP UP THE PACE, THEY WEPJS SHOT. THU'S UNIT 
REPORTED TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS THAT THE TWO PRISONERS 
HEAD DIED OF SICKNESS. (NFI INFORMATION ON THE 
IDENTITY, CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE, OR PLACE OF 
EXECUTION OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN PWS, OR BACKGROUND 
OF THU. ) 

8. NO AMERICAN PWS WERE HKLD AT YEN BAI, LfiO 

CAI, T3, OR THANH PHONG. 

COMMENTS: 

.1 INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED DURING A BRIEF 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED UNDER TIME RESTRAINTS. SOURCE IS 
SCHEDULED FOR FOLLOW-UP INTERVIEW DURING MID APRIL 93. 

2 SOURCE INITIALLY LEFT T3 TAN KY CAMP (WHERE 
HE HEARD THE HEARSAY ACCOUNT) OUT OF HIS PRISON 
CHRONOLOGY. ONLY AFTER REPORTING THE HEARSAY STORY 
AND BEING ASKED TO CLARIFY HIS PRISON CHRONOLOGY DID 
HE EXPLAIN TH.AT HE HAD BEEN MOVED FROM LAO CAI TG TAN 
KY AND BACK TO LAO CAI DURING: 1971-72. 

3 SOURCE HAS BEEN ASKED TO PREPARE A DETAILED 
WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF HIS ALLEGED PRISON EXPERIENCES IN 
PREPARATION FOR RE INTERVIEW. 

4 DUE TO HIS ETHNIC BACKGROUND, SOURCE WILL BE 
REINTERVIEWED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF LAO COMMANDOS AND 
COLLABORATORS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM. 
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CITE: 

FOLLOWING MESSAGE SENT ACTION BANGKOK. 11SEP85 IS BEING 
READORESSEO FOR YOU ACTION/INFO. QUOTE. 
DORN 0127 

E.O. 12356: 
TAGS: MOPS. VM 

SUBJECT: LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS FROM^VIETNAM BY REFUGEES 

2 ONE LAO REFUGEE AND ONE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE REFUGEE RECENTLY PASSED 
TO THE CONSUL INFORMATION ON PURPORTED U.S. POW CAMPS IN VIETNAM. 
3. REPORT NO. 1 

SOURCE- 3C. ; DPOB Sa> 1955, VANGVIENG, 

VIENTIANE PROVINCE. LAOS. RtCEIVED HIGHER EDUCATION IN FRANCE 
AND LAOS. ASSIGNED AS TRADE ATTACHE AT LPOR CONSULATE, DA NANG, 
VIETNAM. ARRESTED NOV 1984 FOR ALLcGED ESPIONAGE. FLED TO 
THAILANP IN DEC 1984. NOW AT NA PHO CAMP: SJ^ 

4 ACCOUNT:^' STATES THAHTE ATTENDED A MEETING IN FEB if-^ 

1984 AT THE LPDR CONSULATE IN DA NANG AHENDED BY SIX LAO 
OFFICIALS. FIVE SRV OFFICIALS AND TWO VIETNAMESE JOURNALISTS. 
THE MEETING, TO DISCUSS COMMERCIAL ISSUES. LASTED FROM 1700 
TO ABOUT 2100. J5C ASKED A DA Um TRADE OmCIAL ABOUT 
THE CONDITION OF INDUSTRY AT TAMKI CITY. SOUHHOF D2LP2PG. ^ 
THE DA NANG OFFICIAL SAID THAT FACTORIES IK TAMKI. MOSTLY 
IMPORTED FROM WESTERN COUNTRIES. WERE GRINDING TO A HALT AS A 
RESULT OF LACK OF SPARE PARTS AND QUALIFIED STAFF TO OPERATE 
THEM. WESTERN EXPERTS WERE NEEDED TO KEEP THE FACTORIES 
GOING. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL. A DECISION WAS MADE TO 
USE SOME TECHNICALLY SKILLED .AMERICAN POWS TO REPAIR AND 
MAINTAIN THE FACTORIES. :SC STATES THAT HE WAS TOO 
FRIGHTENED TO ASK DETAILS CONCERNING NUMBERS. DATES AND 
LOCATIONS WHERE THE POWS WERE DETAINED LEST 
HE AROUSE SUSPICION AGAINST HIMSELF AND RISK BEING ARRESTED. 

5. WE ARE POUCHING S.^ WRIHEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC. 

6. REPORT NO. 2. 

SOURCE: OPOB: 
<h 1932. KHE KIEN. NGHE TINH PROVINCE. VIETNAM. 
1961-1972: WORKED FOR MILAH OFKICE. REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
EMBASSY, VIENTIANE, LAOS. WAS ARRESTED ^IN NOV 1981 ON 
CHARGES OF SUPPORTING LAO RESISTANCE. BLTD TO THAILAND 
IN APRIL 1984. NOW AT NA PHO CAMP :3i> 
7 ACCOUNT: STC WENT TO THE SRV IN FEB 1979 FOR A THREE- 
MONTH VISIT. DURING THAI TIME HIS FATHER RELATED INFORMATION 
WHICH HE HAD GOHEN FROM A POLICE MAJOR CONCERNING ALLEGED 
AMERICAN POWS. 5c. NEPHEW. ^AMiE_ ALSO PROVIDED POW 
INFORMATION. CLAIMING TO HAVE SEEN U.S. POWS HIMSELF. 
8. FROM HIS FATHER AND HIS NEPHEW. 5 C LEARNED THAT THERE 



ARE TWO DETENTIWJ SITES FOR.U.S.POWS. ONE IS A CAMP 
LCKATED AT -XADOUAI." 5C^ PUTS THIS FACILITY AT*' 
APPROXIMATELY 19. DEGREES 32 M INUTES N BY lOj D^g^^^^. 4^" ^^"^" 
E. HE STATES T^AT iltORt 1975. THIS CAMP JAS A ftEtEMTIOH CENTER 
FOR HIGH-RANGKING SOUTHSVIETNAMESE PRISONERS. AFTER 1975. 
SOME 300 AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAOS AND VIETNAM 
WERE IMPRISONED THERE." OCCUPYING 2KM X 2KM OF 
GROUND. THE CAMP IS REPORTEDLY ENCLOSED BY A CONCRETE WALL 
SIX METERS HIGH AND 40CM THICK TOPPED BY ELECTRIFIED BARBED 
WIRE. THERE ALLEGEDLY ARE 100 BUILDINGS EACH CONTAINING 15 
ROOMS. ACCORDING TO 6^ THE PRISONERS WORK FROM 0700 TO 
1100 AND 1300 TO 1600. THEY LISTEN TO POLITICAL LECTURES 
FROM 1700 TO 1800. THEY SLEEP FROM 2200. EACH AMERICAN 
RECEIVES A DAILY FOOD -RATION OF 500 GRAMS. ALTERNATING WITH FISH 
SAUCE. PORK. SALT. VEGETABLES AND FISH WITH RICE. EACH 
PRISONER ALSO ALLEGEDLY RECEIVES A DAILY STIPEND OF 2.50 DONG. 
THE CAMP CONTAINS A DISPENSARY. COMMON MALADIES AMONG THE 
INMATES, ACCORDING TO J*-'. ARE SKIN DISEASES. "PARALYSIS* . 
AND TUBERCULOSIS. CONTACT WITH OUTSIDERS IS PROHIBITED. 
9 5c. LISTS A SECOND POW CAMP AT 'BANHEUl.' REPORTEDLY 
SITUATED ON AN ISLAND' AT COORDINATES 19 DEGREES 22 M INUTES 
N BY 105 DEGREES 55 MINUTES E. THIS CAMP ktMBltULY IMPRISONED 
SOUTH VIETNAMCSrHlL'lTAWTn!!bNNEL BEFORE 1975. AFTER 1975. 
^C- CLAIMS IT WAS USED TO KEEP U.S. POWS. HE DESCRIBES THE 
ISLAND AS ABOUT SIX KILOMETER. LOCATED SOME FIVE KM FROM 
SHORE. THE CAMP REPORTEDLY OCCUPIES AN AREA ON KM SQUARE. 
IN THIS CAMP. CLAIMS. ARE 150 BUILDINGS HOUSING SOME 500 
U S. POWS. STATES THAT THE POWS AWAKEN AT 0400 FOR 
PHYSICAL EXERCISE. THEY WORK 0700 TO 1100 AND 1300 TO 1600 
CULTIVATING CROPS AND RAISING LIVESTOCK. THEY MUST LISTEN TO. 
POLITICAL LECTURES BEFORE BEDTIME AT 2200. EACH POW REPORTEDLY 
'''receives two meals and a 2.50 DONG STIPEND PER DAY. NEW 
• 'clothes are distributed twice EACIYEAR. a HOSPITAL ON THE 
GROUNDS REPORTEDLY HAS PHYSICIANS. DENTISTS AND NURSES. 
VIHNAMESE TV SHOWS ARE GIVEN ON SATURDAYS. SOME 1.000 
SOLDIERS GUARD THIS CAMP. CLAIMS vSC THEY HAVE 10 
TRUCKS. SIX 82MM MORTARS. SIX 37MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS AND 
RADIO GEAR. 

10. WE ARE POUCHING 5<- WRIHEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC. 



4/^ 
END QUOTE. 
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Memorandum For Record 

Subject: Meeting with Conp.ressman Bill Henson (R-NC). 



1. in the last week of November 1985 Con^essman Hendon requested DIA/VO-Pr-T brief him 
on the "Baltimore source named DIA interviewed". On 3 Dec 85 I briefed Cong. 
HenJon at his office in the company of Sal Ferro, LTC Steve Lucas, and a member of 
Cong. Henson' s staff. 

2. Cong. HenJon ask me and I provided a summary of S c background and each of the 
PW related reports in file. Cong. Henion stated 5c told him of .seeing US 
PWs in North Vietnam in 1979 and he asked me to tell him about that sighting. I replied 

had no such sighting and according to his statements to me had not seen any US 
PWS after leaving Thanh Tri Prison at the end of 1969. I added all US PWs held at 
Thanh Tri were accounted for. Cong. Henion went thru file and asked general 

questions about each of ^C, reports of interest to the PW/MIA issue. I provided 
him with a synopsis of each report he asked about (hearsay report on the escape of 
an American in mid-76 from the Bat-Bat area DIA/VO-PW correlated to Arlo Gay. 
sighting of a probable French Caucasian male interred at Lao Cai Central Prison Nr. 1 
in 1970. hearsay of the capture of two Americans with a Mike Force Team on the 
Lao/Vietnam border in the mid-1960s DIA positively correlated to the CIUS KAKC 
capture, and sighting of US PWs at Thanh Tri Prison to include S contact with 

returnees Larry Stark and Bob Olsen while there.) Cong. Hendon made no requests for 
additional briefing or information on any of these incidents. 

3. Cong. Henion asked why I told 5c not to talk to anyone about seeing US PWs. 
I replied I had not made any such statement to or request o^ t3c^ 

4. Cong. Henion asked me why 5^ would lie to him and not to me. I replied this was 
Cong. HenU's conclusion and not mine. I asked Cong. Hen^n when he had last spoken 
with Cong Hendon replied had said he told DIA he saw US PWs in 1979. 

I reiterated SC ^® any US P"s after leaving Thanh Tri Pr 



ison 



I couldn't understand ho- would have sMd to Co„B. Henaon he had seen the» 

1„ 1979. I added was held In Th».h Phon, Prison In 1979 and w. had also inter- 

viewed a n«*er of inmates with at Thanh Phon« Prison durln, 1979-19B... «one o. 

.ho all taew ^ had seen any OS PWs there. I also stated that I was the onlx 
MA o«lcer to have Interviewed ^ and Sc_ had never claimed to « that he saw any 
„S PWs in 1979. Cong. «endon asked »e for opinion of reliahility. 1 replied 

I found 5^ to he very open and had no reason to doubt the veracity of anything 3- 
.old ^. con.. Henion said he was soinP, to contact that evening to «t an ex- 

planation fro. 5<- why he told hin one thing and told .e so»ething else. 

, „ rt.f the -s^ file Indicated DIA had conducted an extremely 
5. Cong. Hendon said that tne -sc^ iiic 

thorough and detailed debriefing of and he wanted to know why we had gone to such 

,„ extent with I replied that bad gone thru the prison system for 15 years 

and had an interesting insight into that system. For that reason it was necessary to 
cover each step of his prison experiences. Also. had kept bis eyes and ears open 

and had remembered slot he saw end heard while in prison and it ^ necessary to document 
that in view of his 15 years in prison it was necessary to debrief him often and in 
great detail to insure everything was covered well. Cong. Henion said it Just seemed 
strange to him that we would go to such an extreme length with someone if they didn't 
know something. I replied that 15 years in prison was a long time and as one might expect 
there was a tendency for things to become blurred. This necessitated 1 go slow, carefully 
and methodically to insure that I had as accurate a record as possible. 

Sedgwick D. Tourison, Jr., GS-13 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 
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:r ..^-'^-i.- ■■■'J')!> V "9 January.. 1986:-,,, 

Menoranduin For Record. , ■ ■. r . ■ ■ 



'y Subject: Conversation with S'C 



U I telephoned 50 on tlm'iyen^^ ' 

^frorn him earlier that daj to call M I have maintained some soci^>ontact vith : . " 
since his in-depth debriefing in mid-1985 and I assumed that cSe^ request 

i.- 

was of a social nature. 

2. During the conversation I aslced SC_ why had tol^d^ong. ^^h^V^^ 4>^-^^^^^^ 
me of seeing US PWs in North Vietnam in 1979. j[ said he had never seen. met. or . 

spoken with Cong. Henion whom he had only heard about thru Fred Cristo, his former 
STD Training Officer with whom he had made contact in mid-1985. Sc. explained 
that Cristo had contacted him in November 1985 and told him a Congressman named 
Hendon had been approached by General Singlaub (USA-Ret.) on behalf of Cristo to 
sponsor SC. wife into the US. Cristo, thru Sinplaub', was going to set up a 
meeting with Cong. HenAon (or Henson) so that could not only go over the 

congressman's help in sponsorship of 3^ wife but also tell Hendon about j 
Scu sighting of US PWs. Cristo said he would get back to 3^ shortly. | 
After two weeks went by and no word came on the meeting called Cristo to j 

find out what had happend. Cristo said they were still working on in, that | 
General Singlaub was talking to Hendon about it and would get back to him on it. | 
3. -.0 reminded me that Cristo had met with him V in the summer of 1985 

because, as Cristo explained. General Singlaub was very interested in meeting any of 
the Ops 34A Commandos from STD who had been captured during the 19608. According 
to Cristo. General Singlaub told Cristo ^hat he hadgcecelv^^^^ 

for having run a sloppy show while In command of tlie US portion of STD and he | 
wanted to talk with any of the commandos in order to' set the story straight, 
cristo explained that Singlaub had asked all the Americans who worked with him 
' to be on the lookout for anyone of the commandos and let h:..mTa»OH«ra^^oon as any— 



were located so Slnglaub could find out 
had never actually met General Slnglaub 
often. 

Sedgwick D. Tourlson, Jr., GS-13 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 



what happened to them all. 5C added he 
but Cristo said he was in contact with him 
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MSGNO 92 (PCXX) *02/ 13/87* *22:04:43.6.3* 
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87021321052212 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS2995 0450206- -RUEALGX. 

R 140206Z FEB 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO. RUEALGX /SAFE 
R I3145OZ FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 
BT 
EZ1 : 

EZ2: 
•0916/Vp-PW 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0057-86/ HEARSAY OF US PWS IN HANOI 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED LMTEL 

DOI: 360406 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT CL, WHOSE REPORTING 

RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUHMARY: SOURCE RELATES A CONVERSATION WITH A FELLOW [MMATE 

AT THANH PHONG PRISON IN EARLY 1980 WHO CLAIMED U.S. PWS WErL JTILL 
ALIVE AND IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM AS OF THAT TIME. 
TEXT: 

1 * TN APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1980 SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED 
DUTIES WORKING IN THE SAWMILL AT THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA, 
THANH PHONG PRISON, THANH HOA PROVINCE. THANH LAM WAS A NAME 
ASSIGNED TO THAT AREA OF THE PRISON FOR A GROUP OF PRIMARILY 
COMMANDO PAROLEES WHO WERE IN A SPECIAL PAROLE STATUS AND GIVEN MORE 
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND PRIVILEGES UNDER THE SPECIAL PAROLE ORDER 
(LENH DAC XA) ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IN THE MID-1970S. 
THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA WAS COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K4 OF 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2 ONE DAY SOURCE SPOKE WITH ONE OF THE CRIMINAL INMATES FROM K4 
DETAILED TO TRANSPORT LOGS FROM A TIMBER CUTTING AREA APPROXIMATELY 
A HALF KILOMETER FROM THE THANH LAM CAMP SAWMILL. SOURCE SPOKE WITH 
THE INMATE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING THE DAY AS THE INMATE BROUGHT 
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inr<; to the SAW MILL. THE INDIVIDimL DID GIVE SOURCE HIS NAME BUT 
SOTRCECoS^D NOT RECALL IT. SOURCE WAS ONLY ABLE TO DESCRIBE THE 
?SlDUAL AS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE. BASED ON HIS SPOKEN 
}?eSeSE, AND WAS NOT VERY WELL EDUCATED. HE APPEARED TO BE CLOSE 

TO 40 ^^^^^y°^jjJ^^Qj^ygRSATION WITH THE INMATE THEIR CONVERSATION 
TURNED TO RECOUNTING IN WHICH PRISONS THEY HAD BEEN DETAILED. 
SOURCE RECOUNTED HAVING BEEN DETAINED WITH U.S. PWS IN THE LATE 
lS WHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON OUTSIDE HANOI. SOURCE REMARKED HE 
Sd ^ vIrY SURPRISED IF THERE WERE STILL U.S. PWS IN THE NORTH. 
THE INMATE WITH WHOM SOURCE WAS SPEAKING REPLIED SOURCE WAS 
OBVIOUSLY NOT VERY SMART BECAUSE IT DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE US. 
PWS HE ADDED THAT HE HAD "RECENTLY" BEEN IN CHARGE OF A HOUSE 
HAVING U S. PWS UNTIL HE HAD BEEN JAILED ON TRUMPED-UP CHARGES BY 
HIS SUPERIORS. HE EXPLAINED HE HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN A SENIOR 
J^EUTENANT IN THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE, A COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER 
TOR ^9 YEARS HE HAD AN IDEOLOGICAL FALLING OUT WITH HIS SUPERIORS 
WHO FRAMED HIM WITH CHARGES OF CORRUPTION TO AVOID HAVING TO PROVE 
HE WAS WEAK IDEOLOGICALLY. HE STATED HE HAD BEEN IN CHARGE OF THE 
CARE AND PROVISIONING FOR A HOUSE IN WHICH A SMALL GROUP OF U.S. PWS 
STAYED AND WAS CONVICTED OF THEFT OF THEIR PRISONER RATIONS. HE 
IdSeDTT DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE U.S. PWS. AFTER ALL, HE REMARKED. 
• eS?LE*IoSlD LOOK FOR CONCENTRATIONS OF U.S. PWS SOMEWHERE AND THEN 
NEVER FIND THEM. ALL IT TOOK WAS A SMALL GROUP HERE AND THERE IN 
HANOI AND THEY WOULD NEVER BE NOTICED SOURCE ASSUMED FROM THE 
RRMARKS THAT -^HE INDIVIDUAL WAS SAYING, IN SO MANY WORDS, THAT THE 
Sousf HE Sad BEEN in charge of had BEEN IN HANOI AND THERE HAD BEEN 
OTHER SIMILAR HOUSES ALSO IN THE HANOI AREA. BASED ON THE INMATES 
REMARKS SOURCE BELIEVED HE COULD WELL HAVE BEEN A 19 YEAR PARTY 
MEMBER CHOSEN FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO FOLLOW ORDERS BUT NOT SOMEONE 
\TI L "DUCAT^D THE INMATE STATED HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED QHL£ SIX 
■-.oMTus .APxV-P ALPP^DY 3EEN THRU HOA LO PRISON AMD THREE OTHER 

PRISONS^BEFORe'cOMING TO THANH PHONG. SOURCE HEARD NOTHING IN THE 

0 -VERSaJiON WHICH WOULD CAUSE HIM TO Q^^^STION THE TRUTHFULNE^ 
THE INMATE'S REMARKS. SOURCE SPECULATED IF THE i^'^lViDUAL mAD b.EN 
PERFORMING THE DETAILS AS CLAIMED HE WOULD HAVE ^EEN PERFORM: L.dCH 
CARETAKER DUTIES FOR U.S. PWS DURING AT LEAST EARLi ig?-^. ^cURCc 
4CKN0\^LEDGED MANY INMATES OFTEN MIGHT SPIN TALES BUT THESE wEnE 
SaS EASILY RECOGNIZED AS SUCH. HE ALSO KNEW FROM CONVERSATIONS 
WITH OTHER PRISON INMATES OVER THE YEARS, BOTH CRIMINALS AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THAT INMATES OFTEN DISCUSSED THINGS WITH u4c 
OTHER INMATES THEY MIGHT NEVER HAVE DISCUSSED PRIOR TO BEING IN 
PRISON IN SOURCE'S VIEW. THIS WAS ONE WAY IN WHICH THE PRISONERS 
"GOT BACK AT THE SYSTEM", BY TALKING ABOUT SUBJECTS WHICH MIGHT BE 
CLASSIFIED BUT WHICH, FOR THEM, NO LONGER MATTERED. SOURCE 
RECOGNIZED FULL WELL THAT PRISON INMATES OFTEN EXAGGERATED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF FORMER JOBS AND DUTIES BUT HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THE 
ACCOUNT HE WAS OFFERED BY THE INMATE WITH WHOM HE WAS SPEAKING. 
SOURCE STATED HE DID PASS ON THE GIST OF THE INMATES REMARKS TO 
OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS LIVING AT THANH LAM WHO OPENLY 
DISCUSSED THE INCIDENT. HE COULD NOT RECALL HAVING TALKED WITH THE 
INMATE AT ANY LATER POINT AND DIDN'T KNOW IF ANYONE ELSE HAD SPOKEN 
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WITH THE SELF-CLAIMED PSS OFFICER. — 

cSeNTS- this is the first report from any commando at THANH 
LAM OF THE ACCOUNT OFFERED BY SOURCE. VO-PW WILL CONTACT AND 
REINTERVIEW former THANH LAM INMATES WHO HAD ROUTINE CONTACT WITH 
raif ScE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THIS CONVERSATION DID BECOME THE 
SUBJECT OF BARRACKS DISCUSSION AS CLAIMED. 



S:'' SEDGWICK TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, V0-PW2 
APPR: K.M.GAINES, COL, USAF, VO-PW, CHF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENGL: N/A 
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D313mZ JUN 67 PP 

PIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PI1I// 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J3b/ J233// 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PU-niA// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE HEADE MD 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 




•007Q/V0-PW 



PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY VIETNAM -CVH} 

SUBJ: lIRb-014-ODSE-ab/PAROLEE IDENTIFICATION 

warning: this IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

I>01: abOlOO -CRO 

source: VIETNAMESE inniGRANT ^ <^ WHO HAS REPORTED 

RELIABLY IN THE PAST- 

DIA/NHIC/VO/VO-PW 

S.TOURISON/VO-PW/XSOSOl/Cn^p^^ 
COL F.CAPILLUPOtUSAF-.VO-PWVCHF 



pp 



SUnnARY: SOURCE PROVIDES LIHITED BACKGROUND ON ^E FORIIER SOUTH 

vietnahese comhandos captured in the nbos, HOST released froh 
PRISON BY naB. 

TEXT: 

THE MAJORITY OF COIinANDO PAROLEES AT THANH LAII PRODUCTION AREA 
«HU SAN XUAT THANH LAM}, THANH PHONG PRISON, WERE AHONG THE FIRST 
COnriANDOS captured in the early l^bDS, PRIMARILY PRIOR TO 
SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND ON COHMANDOS FROM THIS " 
EARLY GROUP OF COHHANDOS MOST OF UHOtl ARE PAROLEES- 

1. NGUYEN VAN NGO {NGUYEENX VAUN NGO} - CAPTURED CIRCA l^bE. A 
PAROLEE AT THANH LAH PRODUCTION AREA, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN naO- 

2. DO THUONG {DDOOX THUb)OUNG> - CAPTURED CIRCA nbE-b3. A 

PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN naO- 

3. NGUYEN VAN CUONG {NGUYEENX VAUN CUUOUNG> - DECEASED FROM TB 
IN n7E AT PHO LU PRISON {AKA CENTRAL PRISON NR- 1 AKA LAO CAI 
PRISON>. CAPTURED IN l^bOS IN A TEAM UHICH INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAN, 
^NGUYEENX VAUN TAAN>. -CTAN UAS LOCATED AT THE GALANG REFUGEE CAMP, 

ID, IN nas-} 

M. DOAN PHUONG {DDOANF PHUUOUNGJ> - CAPTURED CIRCA llbE- A 



03 

PAROLEE RELEASED FROM THANH LAH CIRCA IH&l- 

S. NGUYEN VAN HING {N6UYEENX VAUN HINH> - COriHANDO RADIO 
OPERATOR CAPTURED IN EARLY nbQS- A PAROLEE RELEASED FROH THANH LAI1 
CIRCA nfil.FLED VIETNAH BY BOAT AND CURRENTLY RESIDING IN HOLLAND- 

b. NONG VAN.NINH -CNOONG VAUN HINH} - CAPTURED CIRCA nb2. 
RELEASED CIRCA LATE 1162. 

7. TRAN NGOC BINH {TRAANF NGOCJ BINHS} AKA TRAN SI NGOC {TRAANF 
SIX NGOCJ> - A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE- CAPTURED CIRCA nbEn 
PROBABLY IN NGHE AN PROVINCE WHILE TEAH LEADER OF HIS COnriANDO TEAH- 
RELEASED FROH SUB-CAMP Kl, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN 1162- RESIDING IN 
HO CHI niNH CITY, VIETNAM {SRV> IN 1163- 

fi. TRAN CAN {TRAANF CAANR} - CAPTURED IN 11b2 OR 11b3. A 
PAROLEE AT THANH LAH IN 1160 AND RELEASED PRIOR TO 1162- 

NGUYEN HUU DA {NGUYEENX HUUUX DDAX} - DIED AT PRISON T-S2 
{AKA HA TAY PRISON> CIRCA 1176 FROfl ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING- 
OTHER TEAn MEMBERS INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAP {NGUYEENX VAUN TAAPJ> ANI 
NGUYEN VAN HUU {NGUYEENX VAUN HUUUX> - 

ID- NGUYEN VAN TY {NGUYEENX VAUN TYF> - CAPTURED EARLY llbOS - Al 
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PHO LU PRISON DURING n7a-73. A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1^60 AND 
RELEASED PRIOR TO l^lfiB- 

11. DINH niNH LUNG {DDINH tllNH LUNG> - CAPTURED EARLY nbOS- 

TEAM LEADER. TEAH "RAMOS". 

la. DEO VAN PHOOn - -CDDEOF VAUN PHOH} - PAROLED FROH THANH LAH 

CIRCA naa. 

13. LO VAN PHIEN {LOF VAUN PHIEENS> - PAROLED FROH THANH LAH 

CIRCA naa- 

m. TAO VAN LUNn {TAOF VAUN LUN} - PAROLED FROn THANH LAM CIRCA 

15. LO VAN TUN {LOF VAUN TUN> - IMPRISONED IN SUB-CAHP Kl, THANH 

PHONG prison' in AUG BH- 

lb. LEO VAN SAI {LEO VAUN SAI} - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN l^aO- 
17. DEO VAN HOn {DDEOF VAUN HOn> - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP Kl. 

THANH PHONG PRISON. IN FEB BE- 

IS. LO A PHIEN {LOF A PHIEENS> - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN naO- 
n. LUONG VAN SO {LUUOUNG VAUN SO} - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 

nao. 

50. LO VAN GION {LOF VAUN CHUUTS> - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP Kl. 
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THANH PHONG PRISON-. IN 1162. 

SI. LUONG VAN THOU {LUWOUNG VAWN THOH} - RELEASED FROn SUB-CAMP 

K1-, THANH PHONG PRISON-, IN 1162. 

EE. LE VAN KINH - -CLEE VAUN KINH> FROGHAN CAPTURED UITH NGUYEN 
VAN TAH. RELEASED FROM K1-. THANH PHONG, IN 1162- 

23. NGUYEN VAN TINH {N6UYEENX VAUN TINHS> - RELEASED 1163. 
INCARCERATED AT SUB-CAMP Kl. THANH PHONG PRISON-. IN AUG 1163- 

EM. NGUYEN VAN THU {NGUYEENX VAUN THUS} - MEMBER OF A COMMANDO 
GROUP UNDER NGUYEN HUY LAN {NGUYEENX HUY LAAN> UHICH SURRENDERED AT 
CON CU0N6. THU DID NOT VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER. PAROLED FROM THANH 
LAM PRIOR TO 1162. RESIDING IN HO CHI MINH CITY {HCMO. SRV IN 
1163. IMPRISONED ONCE IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM UHEN CAPTURED DURING 
ABORTIVE BOAT ESCAPE ATTEMPT- 

2S. NGUYEN HUY LAN - COMMANDER OF COMMANDO GROUP UHICH 
SURRENDERED AT CON CUONG. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN 1162- RESIDING 
IN THE NGA BA ONG TA AREA OF JCMC IN 1163- 

Eb. HOANG CUNG -CHOANGF CUNG> - AT CENTRAL PHO LU IN 1172-73. 

PAROLED FROM THANH LAM. 

E7. HOANG THU {HOANG THUR> - AT PHO LU IN 1172-73. PAROLED FROM 
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THANH LAM. 

Sa. NGUYEN DU {NGUYEENX I>UJ> - AT PHO LU IN l«172-73. PAROLED 
FROM THANH LAM. 

SS. NGUYEN HOA {NGUYEENX HOAF> - AT PHO LU IN 1^72-73. PAROLED 
FROn THANH LAH- 

30. TRINH VAN TRUYEN {TRINH VAWN TRUYEENJ} - AT PHO LU IN 1^75- 

73. PAROLED FROtl THANH LAM- 

31. NGUYEN VAN THUONG -CNGUYEENX VAlilNTHUUOUNG J} - DIED AT PHO LU 

CIRCA n75-7b. 

32. NGUYEN VAN CHAU {NGUYEENX VAUN CHAAU> - CAPTURED CIRCA nb3 
bM. PAROLED FROn THANH LAH CIRCA nfiU- 

33. NGUYEN VAN DONG {NGUYEENX VAUN DDOONG} - CAPTURED EARLY 
nbOS. PAROLED FROM THANH LAH CIRCA naO- 

34. NGUYEN VAN LO {NGUYEENX VAUN LOF> - CAPTURED EARLY nbOS. 
PAROLED FROn THANH LAII CIRCA naO- UAS ItlPRISONED FOR SOHE PERIOD 
yiTH FORMER COnriANDO HOC A TAI, CURRENTLY A RESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

35. NGUYEN VAN CHAT {NGUYEENX CHAATS> - DECEASED AT PHO LU 
PRISON. 

31,. BUI AN {BUIF AAN} - POSSIBLE FORMER NATIVE OF NAM DINH- 
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CAPTURED CIRCA llbS. IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT PHO LU, (JUYET TIEN, 
T-SE, AND THANH LAM- PAROLED FROM THANH LAH IN nfil- 

37. DINH VAN CHUC {DDINHF VAUN CHUCS} - HEHBER OF A COtlMANDO TEAtl' 
COnnANDED BY {LNU/HNU} fllNH AND INCLUDING NGUYEN VAN CAU {NGUYEENX 
VAUN CAAU>. CAPTURED CIRCA I'Jm • IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT flUYET 
TIEN {PRE-n7S>, PHO LU {7S-73>, (JUYET TIEN {P0ST-n73}, TUYEN (2UANG 
<n77}. TRANSFERRED TO T-S2 {n7a>. PAROLED FROfl THANH LAM IN nfii 

OR nsB. 

3a. NGUYEN VAN TUNG {NGUYEENX VAUN TUNGF} - POSSIBLY FROGMAN 
NAMED TUNG A PAROLED AT HANH LAM IN llflQ. 

3T. LO VAN COM {LOF VAUN COUM> - CAPTURED CIRCA nb3 OR nbM . 
ETHNIC T'AI. PAROLED EARLY nfiE. 

^Q. LANG VAN DUC {LANGF VAUN DDUCS} - CAPTURED CIRCA nb2., AT 
PHO LU IN n?a-73. PAROLED FORM THANH LAM- 

m. PHAM (3UANG CANG - -CPHAMJ flUANG CANGJ> - CAPTURED CIRCA llbM • 
PAROLEE STILL AT THAN LAM IN. AUG 62- 

COMMENTS: BACKGROUNDS PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE WERE IN RESPONSE 

TO QUESTIONS BASED ON PARTIAL ROSTER OF FORMER COMMANDOS PROVIDED 
TO DIA/VO-PU BY FORMER COMMANDO A M ^ 
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INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON. JR.. SENIOR Vtl DESK ANALYST, V0-PIJ2 

APPR: frank CAPILLUPO, COL-. USAF , CH, VO-PliI 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEH: none 

WARNING: N/A 
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JSnSil restraints, which ludt JSi^ cnHf ttoe bett*r ones; 

yhl* services *U foreign v««ei* A o^Wetrw (W«>. *ni • «««« 
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^*iSe trained in the Swit »«n. and Mr.^ irtrthTonly pieoe in HOC in *ica 
oSb offers restaurants, nassage. r«»A"J?*fi±L-"J'vSUB^ petBitted insufc. 
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C. A3 ot J^y 1983, tne TViu Due Nqriciiltural Coilcxje in HCMC torialled 6/JO 
VUtnanwse students. North Vietnamese, who wece brought to the south to 
study/ were educated at the Fourth University ot Agriculture, also located at 
TYiu Due. :»^let and other Eastern Bloc advisors instruct at the University, 
Graduates oanplete their education with additional training in the Soviet 
Union, Hungary, and Eaat Cennany, before being given field assignments. 

0. Ki ot 1983, the Unlpac Cannery was located on Nguyen Doy Street, in the 
8th District of HCJC. Ttke total work force cortprises 210 esvlOY^s, whose 
cwducts include canned fish, meat, and fruit. Supplies are usually 
sufficient to produce 7C,000 cans every 24 hours. All machinery is of 
British Bvanufacture and pte-l975» Orploymcnt is difficult to obtain, and the 
political worlc records zt prospectiv etrployees are checked carefully. 
Approximately 10 percent of the staff are Northern vietnawse. Ttiere are no 
OOMEOON advisors attached to the factory, but It is visited rcgulary by Soviet 
and East Gennan technicians. The bulk of the export is sent to the Soviet 
Union, East Cemany, and Yugoslavia. Visitors to the cannery frcro these 
countries are often accaT>anied by ^\adam ^^yen Ttil ((Koa)), a North Vietnamese 
AiKi Deputy/Assistant to the Minister for Food. n\e Vletnaniese Cowwunist Party 
(VNCP) Is represented In the cannecy by a factory Labor Union, ir.is Union 
provides social a«i financial assistance, and ©eipbershlp Is advantageous in 
pcoDotlons and salary ff-^ards. The n«)orlty of the residents in the a^lon 
Olsctrlct of HGIC are ot Chinese ethnic origin and there is a great deal ot 
discrimination against these Chinese. 

E. Aa cf 1983, the onttage weaving businesses in HCMC were forced into 
collectives. A business utilUing seven machines, tvo of the coarse variety 
for blankets ^ five close weave, oould produce 400 blankets and 500 meters ot 
silk cloth each nonth. Howe^r?r, each tosiness is only permitted one loom, 
so raw ratetlals and extra loows mast be pun^ased from middlemen at the rate 
o£ 1200 Dong pec kilo of ootton. It is estimated that cottage industries 
prcduc« 90 to 95 percen: of all woven maurials on non-official locwa. 

P. On 30 AprU i975i the destroyer Tran Khanh [Xi No. HQ04 of the South 
VietnmBe Havy was ntjored at the Bach Dang wharf m Saigon for an overhaul. 
At the same time, the frigate TV.am Lao No. HQIS (ex-US Bairv?t Class - WHEK 
374) was also iit»red at the wharf. Although in need of repairs, the HQIS was 
mow operational than Hi:04. The officers ^^rj crew of both vessels were 
depleted, n«ny having vletr^. €u. .in on another Scwth Vietnamese l*avy 
vessel of the ex- US"50l-1152' CLASS (LST). days before tho arrival of the 
wople's Army of Vletnain (PAVN), the remaining officers and crew were ordered 
to disperse to their hanes. In June 1983, HQ04 vv»s still moored at tb. nme 
naval atation. It v«s not seen to put out bo seii c^tween 1974 and 1983. * 
However, the H015 had b<>en extensively refitted ani regulacy patrolled the * 
waters between HOC, to and Cam Ranh Bay. 1 '0, this vessel was J 

equipped with a Soviet missile system and test £i . • 
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ftf iqpi the ^^a Be >tetal «e>rks located in the tcvTi of Be, 

Vietnamese and im*er of i. ■ v Van ((Duong)), a Southern 

ot the tactocy since 1975. Hw Deputy Director is Ly van "J^T^'' 
VieSL*^ aS «*er of the Ccrminist ^ooth League («U. C^r-^^^^^ 

S'f^iS ?St^« t '2'caTtrS^ Sesf '"tJ: t-tory^"!^^"*^ 
SL':S?7ac: S'SOG casings -nth for 2y.,W0 Cong a«ljg 
contract is renewed every three noneis. In 1979, ana again m 
factory yas visited by two Soviet otticals. 

all's?: % r-^^' 

I^rtiliz^r i^-ported frcn ^^^^let Wionjssold at IJ^te^^ ^ ^ 
«i).in9 it too costly lor ««t ^^^'J'"^^^^^ for^latge quantiUes of 
^l^^^^^i^i^^ ^ ~ ^f^tratioi program. 

X. AS Of 1983. there -re - ^^^^^T^^S ^"^^^ ^^^tlTeas" 
southern Vieovct. The '^"t^tongThapHww jxpilated try 

of the town of Xien txng lhap .^l ^ ^^^f ocSi«"y f**^ ^ 

K^c itT^llers m-^ted in the tailure of *he »^-^«^;;^ establisr^i 
,^ Nha toy. is about 30 kilc«ters to ^^^^^x^. this 

2 iSit«^rto"t%:^'tSrSe^^ - a voluntary ^is. 

and had a towlebge of fannin9 techniques. 

, ^ # »«rf^r wa3 th- J250 liDQistics Battalion was based at the junction 

S'JhfSll^rrsSot^ "^StS. r^siplies to PA^« troops in 
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K As of 1983, the Pro}..^ct Piannlng Institute (PPt). a suboixJinate dopartnient of 
tho Phu Khanh Provincial ODnatruction Office, was located at 27 To Hien Thanh Street, 
In Nha Trang C^ty. TT^ Ia5»:Uute has a staff of 46; thiity meinhors belonq trade 
union organizations, and tvelve of the yoiin^er staff belcng to the CYL. There are 
five full VICT mentors including Director Nguyen ((Trao)) and Deputy Directors 
Nguyen ((Qoy)) and Huynh gjang tiHuy)). The purpose of the PPI is to carry out 
feasibility studies of all plans pro{i3sed by the goveminent of Phu Khanh. Sane ot 
the more recent studies t))2 PPI has undertaken Include weather '^recasting 
facilities at »ta Trang, to child care centers with a capacity for WO duUn^sn, 
and the Mha Trang poor house. Materials such as steel and cement are frequently 
iirinrted fron the Soviet Union. 

U AS of 1983, the Agricultural KachineryResearch and Developfnent Centre (AMMXT) 
in HOC was subordinate to the Oepartr«nt for Technical Equipment of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The objectives of the Center are to carry cut mechanical appraisal and 
field agricultural machinery and to research, design, and create machinery for rice 
cultivation. The Center Is directed by Tran Ouang (<Un)), a northern Vietnaw?se and 
neirlDcr of the VNCP. Ti^e sections and their functions are as follws: 

1. ) Finance Section - .'-i-wgervint of Lncooe 

2. ) Tractor Gra^j - Management of machinery 

3. ) Agricultural Hachinsry Section - Development of machinery 

4. ) Mecharical Soil -Cult Wat ion Secticn - Cultivation of new lands 

5. ) Repalr/Kaintenance Section - Study of machine parts wear 

6. ) Pattern-Fabricating Factory - Production of patterns for research 

projects 

M. The HO*: Co/ermcnt J^ricultural Office is located at 176 Kai Ba Trung Street, 
First Precinct, mc. and enployfl approximately 300 persons throughout the Planning, 
Finance, A<*ninlstratlon, Cc/>strcction, Land RooUocation, 

Husbandry, Rice Cultivaticr and Plants Cultivation sections. The stated ob3ectiv€3 
are to liplerrent the rt>UciC3 fron the Agricultural Ministry of the Central Goverriment. 
m effect, however, research is largely overlooked in the Interests of coercing or 
pursuadlcn fanners to increase production to meet hU^h target levels. Recent rice 
harvests have been good, yet due to high exports, there are still widespread 
shortages. 

N, Cla Trunq i s located 30 kilowtero uu.>5a3t of Kcntum Clty^ There ace a 
seri es of re-education carps i n the area which are ^<^'^l<iP^m<1 M ^ Mi ^^^^^^^ 
there were 600 prisoners^ rnost ot whom work at growing manioc and com. The 
living conditions are similar to those in other ca-rpj, with prisoners ter n 
* for punis;vient. Political training was only given on days of political ^ 
^ significance such as Ho Chi Minh's birdxiay. ^ 
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0. th< TTianh Phong re-trducation carp is located In the lOiu Xuan district 
of Thanh Kua province arrf is oormatxted by Lt, Col. ilg^iyen ((thuy)! o6 the 
PSS. Iter* are over 2rOOO pcisoneca, all male, held in the awp which is for 
fOCTwr South VletJuurese Army (ARVN) officers^ particulary those with intelligence 
experi'^nce. Caffp routine^ oondltlcna ard treat-rent ate generally the same tor all 
prisoners. Prlaonera are permitted visitors once a month, however, they are not 
allcwed to recel*/ed money, food, or clothing. Vr^ Ha tViyen cc-«ducatlon c.^pp h olds 
over 2#0C0 fonner ARW officers, and Is administered by the People's Anrry ot 
Vietnam (PAVN). The treatment of prisoners is similar to that of the 
Thanh Phong cairp, but there are Roce beatings ancj deaths during interrogations. 
The Vinh Phu re^-educatlon carp i s located at e*.e base of Ooa Chan mountain 
in Dong Nai province. 



jyi 1 in uong nai pcovince. ^ 

(fiJ^^ P. A3 Of Septeirber 1082, the Tcung Tam Ba Tri Lv Vtaittn's Prison w as 

located in the center ot Ben Tte city. The prison was used only for women 
prisoners* v^ich nuntoered about 730. These vonnen were caught attejrptlng 
to leave Vietnam, and w«c« inpcLsoned for ep to four months. At any time 
there wre up to 3,000 .tiale transUees In the prison. 

0. As of Septecmbe 1980, the Tien Clang Jail, fonrerly known as the 
My Tho JalK was located in the t^xi of the saiue name. There are 
approxiirately 1,000 mllitacy perscrj^ei and coinnon criminals l.^prisoncd 
there. The jail Ib rvn by the Civil Police, ^ supervise the prisoners 
in hard labor. Mo poiiticaX instruction is given. 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// * 
JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

CIA WASHINGTON »C//I>»0/EA/VCL// 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC/ZEAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EUR// 
AtlEHB SINGAPORE SN 



SUBJECT! REflUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

REFS: A. m SmMtOZ HAY as, SUBJ: STATUS OF COHllANtOS 

UNDER DETENTION 
B. JCRC LNB use S5D307Z JUL BS, SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-QM1 
1. FORWARDED IN REF A INFORHATION RE6ARDINS THE HEARSAY 

TRANSFER OF FORHER SOUTH VIETNAHESE <SVN> COHNANDOS FROt. THE THANH 
PHONG PRISON TO A HINISTRY OF INTERIOR «0I> PRISON IN TAN KY 
DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT IF 

SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED UITH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, <NOUN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE OF 
,EF A, FORHER SVN COHHANDO S ^ ^"WtHANH PHONG CAHP tlEDIC, 



DIA/NniC/VO. 

SEDGWICK T0URIS0N/SaS01/31JULft5/BT 
COL OBERST •. USAF 




A. 



IDENTIFIED HIS SOURCE AS A FORMER SV^ ARMY CAPTAIN, INITIALLY 
ASSIGNED WITH OTHER RVNAF PUS TO K-S/THANH PHONG. HE UAS ONE OF TUO 
SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO K-l TO BE THE MOTOR 
MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS FOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 
PRISON COMPLEX. WAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 

NAME OF THE OFFICER. ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 

UITH HIM UHILE BOTH UERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED UITH HIM 
AFTER t5'<^ UAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN V\h^. 

2. IN REF B JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEU OF A FORMER SVN ARMY 

INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG {1^7^- 
6Q> AND LATER TRANSFERRED TO K-1 O^60-6E>. HE UAS UITH THE INMATES 
LATER MOVED IN OCT fiS FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, NGHE 
TINH PROVINCE, 

3. BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF B, IS INTERESTED IN 
DETERMINING IF SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 
PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-1 AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 
MECHANIC, HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 



03 03 



THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, AN, CURRENT STATUS Or THANH PHONC. HE 
HAY ALSO HAVE APDITIONAL INfORHATION CONCERNING THE HOI PRISON 
SYSTEn HE COUL» HAVE LEARNE. FROn PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAFF 
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE .OCUHENTS. REQUEST UE BE KEPT A.VISE. OF 

HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEHENT ADDRESS. 

4. POC IN DIA IS SEDGUICK TOURISON. 
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- . VTTTTMAM* DETENTION OF THOSB 
R6-eD0CATX0N CAMPS IN NORTH AND SOUTH ^"^^^^.^fv loftl^ 
CAUGHT xpiHG TO FLBS AS REFUGEES (DOI: 1975 - EARLY 1981) ^ - 

~ FROM THE DEBftlCFINtt OP* ' 

SQURCEt p^p;,6«4P„S a-ia; a ♦9-YEAa-OLO FOftKEB SOOTM 

VICTHAMCSe ARMY LlCUTCNANT COLONEL ANO PROVINCE 
-~ CMICF WHO *AS AftRESTCD BY THE COMMUNISTS IN JUNE 
- -1975 AND FROM JUNE 1976 SPENT LONG PERIODS IN 

SON LA PROVINCE CAMPS (CAMP NQ, ONE AND YEN HAl, 
-ViNh PHU tKl) AND THANH PHONG UNTIL HIS RELEASE 
IN DECEMBER 19«0. HE CSCAPBO BY BOAT IN MIO-APRIL 

J!*^JaRA<IRAPH 16; A 27-YEAR-OLO VIETNAMESE F«0« ' 
VUNG TAU WHO SPENT 23 KOrrBS IN BAU LAM «=-eDUCATION 
- "CAMP. FROM OCCEMaeR 1977 UNTIL JANUARY 1980. FOLLOWING 

_ ^ AN UNSUCCESSFUL BOAT OEPAHTURE ATTEMPT OF ttHlCM 

-HC *AS ONE OF THE ORGANIZERS. FOLLOWING HIS 
- RELEASE. HE BEGAN TO ORGANIZE A SECOND DEPARTURE 
AND SUCCEEDED IN APRIL 1901 • 



--C. PARAGRAPH 13; A J3~YE AR-0LD SO UTHERN VIETNAMESE-ANO 
^^-^^FOR MER EMPLOYE E OF THE HQ CHI MINH CITY (HCMC) ROAD _ 
Zl' - _ MANAGEMENT SERVICE. *H0 LEFT VIETNAM BY BOAT IN . 
.— _ Apaxv."l9«lt FROM RELATIVES OF A FRIEND WHO 

4AS ARRESTED IN EARLY 1980 TRYING TO LEAVE 

VIA KAMPUCHEA AND BHO MAS SINCE BEEN IHTBRNBO AT . ^ 

' PHUOC LONO» 

^..MMARVt FROM 197« TO THE END OF X980 . . THEPc" WERE SEVERAL _ — ,.. 

- NEAR TB6 tAO SOMeK. TH1»CA«P »*» ^^-y,frTT-^'-'"-'''-'=^'- 

^ptVNteNO INCLUOeO e*»PS ONf-*"-^*' „";7^«&; nu. I» VINH PMO 



Z^.- ^ERE LOCATED IN THANH HQA^WugNC E^ N ORTH VlgJtJ^M, y^^^ . 
BAU CAM AWJLAWtEN.MOC CAMPS INDOTJTr NAI P R t J^NCEt SOUTH VIETNAM, 



noHt 
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CONOXTIDNS •EPC HARSMMT IN THE VlNH PHU CA»PS XN ^OBTM VIETNAM. 
PESULTINO IN WANY DEATHS* HEALTH AND SANITARY FACILITIES WERE 

?RIMITIv/^ I^^^ ^ACK. OF ANTIBIOTICS SERIOUS. RELEASED PRISONERS IN^^^^^^^ 
CifY (HCM6) UNpEk^ PSO JURtSOICTXOfI WERE ISSUEO THRBE-aONTH TEMPORART 

ResiokricE permits after which they •ere required TO LEAVe-THE 

HCMC AREA. ENO SUMMARY* — 

FOLLOBIHG ARE DETAILS OF A NUMBER OF «S-=0UCAT10N^ 
CAMPS, IN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM AT VARIOUS -TIMES FROM. I976-TD 

JKAJi.LY 1981; : 

~. " T . . - _:: -:= 

NORTH- VIETNAM* . __ I " . .. — 



2. SON LA PROVINCE* NORTH VIETNAM <1976-19T7)« 
AS OF ig7b-77» NUWEROUS FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES 
OFFICERS WERE HEJ.D IN A COMPLEX OF CAMPS IN SON LA PROVINCE. 

NEAR THE LAO ' /OOROER. THE COMPLEX •KNOWN AS INTER-CAMP II ^ ^ 

tLIEN-TRAI II )t UNLIKE SUBSEQUENT RE*eOUCATION CAMPS. CAME UNDER— 
THE CONTROL OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) AND MOT THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY.oyFICE CPSO) '\ANO INCLUDED THE FOLLQttINC - - 
CAMPS' 

A) CAMP NO. ONEt PRIOR TO ISTS. THIS CAMP MAS USED 
AS A PRISONER OF W AR CAM P FOR CAPTURED UN ITED STAT ES AMO T«At _ 

MILITARY '*>"e»SdNNELr"~A» OF JUNE 1976 TO OCTOBER 1977. XT HOUSED 
SO«E 270 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY. AIR FORCE. NAVY ANO 
POLICE OFFICERS RANKINQ FROM MAJOR TO COLONEL. INCLUDED 
AMONG THESE -EPE SOME 120 OFFICERS WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN 196»* 
:^M~ a'sToRMER LIEUTENANT COLONEL (LTC) NGUYEN VAN K- H U 0 N G.- 
"CAPTUReO^eY THE COMMUNISTS IN OA NAN* DURING THE 1»6» TET 
OFFENSIVE. AND A NUMBER OF PARATROOPS AND MARINE OFFICERS 
CAPT'JReO_OuaiN<S THe_CROSS-«OROER OPERATION. IN LAOS lLAM_SQfS 7J9>«> 
IN OCTOBER 1977. 80 OF THE PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO _ 

YEN HA CAMP. *H1LE THE REMAINDER WERE ALSO TRANSFERRED TO JTHER 

CAMPS UNDER pToI CONTROL. (AUSTRALIAN SERVICE COMMENTI OETAXLS- 

OF CAMP NO. IJiO *EPE NOT AVAILABLE.,) . _.. ^ -■_ 

8} CAMPS NO. THREE AND FOUR! LOCATED AT MUONS COXw _ 
-21 KILOMETERS FROK CAMP NO. ONE. 

C) CAMP NO. FIVE! LOCATED APPROXIMATELY FIVE KILOMETEWS 
FROM CAMP NO. ONE. IT CONTAINED SOME SCO DETAINEES* FORMER 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE OFFICERS OF CAPTAIN RANK OR BELOW. 

0> CAMP NO. SIXt LOCATED APPROXIMATELY SEVEN 
KILOMETERS FROM CAMP NO. ONE. IT CONTAINED SOME- 500 DETAINEES. 
CONSTSTTWG^ OF SENIOR OFFICERS AND SICK PRISONERS, THE 

_HEa'00UA«TERS of INTER-CAMP. IX. UNDER THE COMMAND OF A PAitN ■- 

MAJOR. WAS LOCATED _AT THIS CAMP. 



3.- AS OF NOVCHBER 1978. IN ADDITION. AND APPARENTLY SEPARATE 
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. FBOM INTSR-CAMP ll» ANOTHen CAMP WAS IN EXISTENCE ^^AB _ 
^EN HA OXSTRXCT TOWNt IN SON LA PROVINCE. SOME NINE KILOMCTeRS 
I-NORTHWEST OF CAMP NO. ONE. THIS CAMP. KNOWN AS YEN-HA CAMP. 
-WAS AOMINISTEREO BY THE PSO /UNDER A LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
—AND CONTAINED SOMC 900 P«t$0M8RS. INCLUDlNfl THE 60 WHO HAD BEEN 
TRANSFEftREO FROM CAMP NO. ONE. 0«» THE PRISONERS. S65 WERE FORMER 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES AND POLICE OFFICERS AND THE REMAINDER 
WKRE MOUTH VIETHAMB3E jCXVlLJAN CRIMINAL OFFENDERS. — -- — 
"source C0MM8NTI IT IS NOT KNOW IF THE SON LA CAMPS ARE STILL, 
USED AS RE-CDUCATIQN CAMPS. IT IS POSSIBLE THEY HAVE SEEN 
ABANDONED OR RESTORED AS ARMY BASES. HOWEVER. THE YEN HA CAMP 
^=BAY JSTXLL 0« OPSRATINO AS IT WAS A LAR9S ESTAOLISHMENT. ) — - 



VINH-PHO PROVINCE. NORTH VIBTNAMX IN NOVEMBER S970. 



THE 3Aa FORMBR SOUTH V ICTN AMSSi OPriCER PRISONERS IN YEN HA CAMP WERE 
TRAMSFERRCD TO A CAMP _IN VINH PHO PRO VINC E NUMOORCO K9« LOCATED 
TaELVC KILOMETERS PROM Kl, THIS CAMP WAS"6nE OF ~AT LEAST FIVE 
IN THE PROVINCE. Kl ITSELF CONTAINED APPROXIMATELY ItOOO — 
PRISONERS. THEY CONSISTED OF APPROXIMATELY *0 COLONELS WHO aERE 
TRANSFERED TO K3 CAMP IN JANUARY X979I 400 MAJORS ANO.UIEUTENANT 
COLONELS AND 530 JUNIOR OFFICERS FROM LIEUTENANT TO CAPTAIN 
ANO NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS FROM INTELLKSENCE AND SPECIAL 
POLICE BRANCHES. ACCORDING TO A NUMBER OF RECENTLY RELEASED 
FORMER DETAINEES IN HCMC > RELEASES TOOK PLACE FROM 

CAMPS IN NORTH VIETNAM IN JANUARY 1901. IN PARTICULAR FROM THE " 
VtNH PHU CAMPS. IT «AS ESTIMATED THAT QELEASES AVERAGED 40-90 
PER CAMP. UP TO THE ENO OF APRIL 1981. NO RELEASES HAO BEEN HEARD 
OF SINCE VIBTNAMeSE NE# YEAR IN EARLY FEBRUARY 1991.. _ " -_ 

_<saUHCE COMMENT! IT IS ESTIMATED THAT THE FIVE CAMPS IN'VINH PHU 

tKlrrKS) HELD A. TOTAL OF 3.000 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS:.. — - 
-ANOJQFPICIALS AT THAT TIME. NOT INCLUDING ANY CIVILIAN CRIMINAL — 
OFFENDERS <H0 MAY HAVE BEEN HELD THERE AS WELL. DETAILS OF FURTHEB 
TRANSFERS OUT OF VINH PHU AFTER DECEMBER 1979 ARE NOT KNOWN. ^ 
HOWEVER. FROM RECENT OISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER FORMER INMATES_0F 
VINH PHU. IIHO WERE NOT SENT TO THANH HOA BUT WHO REMAINED 
' INVINH PHU UNTIL THEIR RELEASE IN 1980. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT _ 
A TOTAL OF 1.000 PRISONERS REMAINED IN THE VINH PHU CAMPS AS 
OF APRIL 1981 ♦) 

_ 3. THANH HOA PROVINCE. NORTH VIETNAM (DECEMBER 1979. 
- DECEMBER 1900 }t IN DECEMBER 1979. 600 PRISONERS WERE 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE FIVE VINH PHU CAMPS TO THANH PHONG CAMP IN 
THANH. HDA PROVINCE. THIS CAMP. LOCATED SOME 20 KILOMETERS FROM 
THE LAOl ■ ] aOROER AND 80 KILOMETERS FROM THANH HOA TOWN. _ 
«AS ESTABLISHEO IN EARLY 1979 ANO i WAS CMS CE" AT LEAST THREE IM THK ' — 
PROVINCE. THE OTHER T«0 CAMPS IN THE PROVINCE 

HERE THANH LAM» A NEWLY ESTABLISHED CAMP AND LOCATED APPROXIMATELY— 
17 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THANH PHONG. AND THANH CAM. AN OLD ^ 



rant i » «> **• 
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FiMP. APPROXIMATELY 60 KILOMETCnS PROM THANH MOA TQ-M* 
AleSttMATEO 20 PRISONERS «ERE RELEASED PROM THANH CAM CAMP 

- "-S: -CH - THE THREE CAMPS C^^^ 

rHi^?;:r«H^oiiAs:r.ErE^pS«4^^^^^^^ — --^^ 

MAS ALSO-A FORMER MINtSTEB- HE "*S B%U> - 

roNSlSTINC orToBMER RANKING SOUTH VIETNA^aSt. OPPICXALS. 
p2S!"JeNTARIANS and members op THE JU0XC2ARY. JUDGES - . 

- ^:iir.rnpe IN FARLY 19B0f SOME aSO PRISONERS. MOSTLY JUNIOR 
-^Sl!cE InS INTEUL^JehIe oJJiCeS^ CAPTAIN ANO BELOW. .ERE TRANSFERRED 

pSoi THinS PhJnG TO THANH LAM CAMP. SIXTY-NINE PRISONERS -ERE 

- RELEaIeO FROM ?HANH PHONG CAMP IN l9B0i <SOUBCE COMMENT* _ . — 

iQAO IN THANH PBONG/CAMP, PRISONERS *ERE TOLD BY THE CAMP ^ 
UEi.ilRTi^T?iE GOVERNMENT'S POUICY WAS TO RELEASE ALL PRISONERS 
^t .fmP 1981. EXCEPT FOR THOSE «hO HAD NOT SATISFACTORILY 
-•RLEDUCATEr;HEH"'vES° TO OATE. HO-CVER, ONLY " 
-Save 9EEN released, and it seems UNLIKELY, that -«0LESALE__ . _ 

release! IS ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE.) 

r" 6, THANH PHONG CaAp -AS ORGANIZED ^ "^lO , "l^" f ' 

Al ZONE At COLONELSt ARMY CHAPLAINS (CATHOLIC. 
-"bUOOhUt. PROTESTANT,, POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES AND INTELLIGENCE 

B^ ZONE 81 OFFICERS UP TO • LIEITTEKAHT ' COLONEL. 

— rORMER DISTRICT AND PROVINCE CHIEFS. i";-""' V'^ 

PROSECUTORS. POLICE OFFICERS. PLUS FORMER OFFICERS OR 
CI?!lIANS of CHINESE OR MIXED VIETNAMESE/KHMER ORIGIN 0« _ 
FOREIGN WIVES (ENGLISH. FRENCH, AMERICAN. CHINESE. KHMER>.' 
FOREIGN FORMER CIVILIAN OFFICIALS OP GENERAL SECRETARY 

OR GENERAL DIRECTOR LEVEL DOWN, FORMER HEADS OF ^J^^i^^^^^^"^^ 

Offices at the province level akd municipal councilors. 

ol ZONE Dt rEMPDHAKT (HOLDING AREA FOR DETAINEES 
^ AWAITNG TRANSFER TO THANH LAM CAMP OR SERIOUSLY SICK PEOPLE — 
._ PERFORMING LIGHT DUTIES. _ 

7. OTHER DETAINEES IN THANH PHONG CAMP= AS OF 1979-1960 
- INCLUOEDt^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ N G H^ X A.A i-ORMCR VINH LONG 

PROVINCE CHIEF. 

0) COLONEL TRAN VAN THAN. FORMER MEAD OF . _ 

MILITARY SECURITY.^ H O A. A FORMER CHIEF, OF CABXNET. 

PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT- 

1 • . 




1A*3 ttlYioa* 
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D> CHU VAN S A N at FOR»C() HGAO OF 2N0 QFFXCCt 
•lILITAttY S8CURXTY POLICE \ 

ft> NauvSH VAN S A Q« PORMSBF'l^fiAO OP 4TH OFFtCEt 
HXLITA«Y SeCURITYt CAN TMO 

If! to van t a ut ex^ach eiA phovince chief 

a) N(iUYSN VAN T A t» A FOQKSn PPOVINCE CHIEF/' 
THESE OFFlCSns «£Rf iCLIEVeo' TO DC 5TIUL IN DETENTION IN THANH 
PHQNa AS OF APQIL 19atft TOGSTHCR ttZTH ALL THE PQRHER UZ£UT£NANT 
COLONELS ««*0M THE POLITICAL 'HARFAPE AND INTELLIGENCE 
SRANCHESt UNIT I0l# ANO INTELLKiONCE HEADQUAPTERS^ 
ZN AOOITIQNf SOME FORTY CHAPLAINS tfERE STILL QELIEVEO TO 
BE ZN THANH PHON« CAMP AS OF APPXL 1961 • ORGANIZED INTO A COMPANY 
UNDER COLONEL OUONG HIEU N G H I A« THEY INCLUDEOI 

A) UTC NGUYEN THANH L O N Gt BUOOHXST _ " . - 

8) CAPTAIN TRAN VAN N G H ItA FORMER CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN^ 
IN THE SPECIAL FORCES 

C) LTC NGUYEN VAN T H U A Nf A FORMER CATHOLIC 
CHAPLAIN^GENERAL^ 

THERE «AS A SEPARATE SMALL CAMP APPROXIMATELY THRCE 
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF THANH PHONGt HOLDING SOME lOO PRlSONCRSt 
WHO WERE FORMER SOUTHERN /SPECIAL FORCES TROOPS WHO PARACHUTED 
INTO NORTH VIETNAM IN THE EARLY I960^>S ANO vePE CAPTURED AT THAT t 

9* CONDITIONS IN THE CAMPS WERE HARSH* tflTH HARD 
LAdOR SUCH AS BUILDING ROADS AND CLEARING FORESTSt «ITH MINIMAL 
RATIONS^ REDUCED EVEN FURTHER FOR PRISONERS «H0 DID NOT KEEP 
UP WITH NORMAL WORKLOADS QR PROVED RECALCITRANT. PRISONERS IN 
VINH PHU RECEIVED ONE LITER OF WATER DAILY FOR ALL. NEEDS* 

PUNISHMENT FOR RECALCITRANTS INCLUDED SOLITARY CONFINEMENT* LEG-IRON^S 
BEATINGS 'AND LOSS OF PR I V ILEGESi WHI CH INCLUDED PERMISSION TO — 
WRITE OR RECEIVE VISITS FROM THEIR; F AM lul ES^ FOR SIX MONTHS* 
HEALTH AND SANZTARY FACILITIES VERE PR IM I T I VE^ W I TH THE LACK OF 
.ANTIBIOTICS PARTICULARLY SERIOUS^ ANY ANTIBIOTICS SENT TO 
PRISONERS BY THKIB., FAMILIES WERE CONFISCATED BY THE PStF. OEAO 
PRISONERS WERE BURIEO IN ROUGH BOXES OR SE^N UP IN CRUDE WOVEN 

MATTINGf AND THEIR CLOTHING ANO PERSONAL EFFECTS CONFISCATEO 

BY THE ^^STT^ANO NOT RETURNED TO THKIR FAMILIES^ WHO WERE a^TEN 

ADVISED OF THE DEATH ONLY AFTER LONa DELAYS* IN ONE CASC» THE- " — 

WZFie OF A PRZSONCR WHO DIED ZN JULY Z979 WAS NOT INFORJWCO 

UNTIL APRIL l«00* — 

r— XO* MANY DEATHS OCCURRED IN THESE CAMPS BUT .CONOITZONS HERE— 

HARSHEST IN THg VZNH PH U CAMPS IN. CAMP K Z t_OVER. SOMfi. JTH.IRTECN - / 

MONTHS FROM NOVCMGER 1978 TO DECEMBER 1979* 120 PRISONERS OlEOv / 

MANY OF TwSM FRQJW INTESTINAL AILMENTS* AMONG THE DEAO WERES / 
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-1 A) LTC HO OUANa V O M FORMER CHIEF OF THE 3fl0 

PQEClNCTt SAIGON * _ 

a) UrC HGUYEH VAN N A Nt FORMERLY OF THE TRANSPORT COMMAND 
C) LTC OANG DINM M I N Ht PRESIDEOT KGUtEH VAM T H I E U«S _ 

-FORMER PERSONAL HELICOPTER PILOT - 

0)_z:--LTC-(FNUJ L 4 Ct FORMERLY FROM THE OPERATIONS 

QRANCHf JOINT GENERAL STAFF (J3JGS) 
E) LTC -NGUYEN QUANG H U N Ct POLITI CAL i^ARFAREt JGS 

F) LTC -TRUONG NGOC H 0 A N Gt J2JQS* 

"south VIETNAMt 

n« FOLLOWING ARE DETAILS OF FOUR CAMPS OPERATING 
TTTSQUTH VIETNAMI 

A) QXA RAIS A CAMP SITUATED NEAR GIA RAI VILLAGEf 

C- IA RA I OlSTRlClLf OQNG NAI PROVINCCt EAST OF AN LOC AND CLOSE 

-TO HlGHilAJ^ I FROM HCM CITY TO PHAN THIET. IN JANUARY l9ei-t--S0MC 
200 PRISONERS HERE . T R AnSFERREO FROM THANH PHONG TO GIA RAI CAMP 
IN THE SOUTHt OSTENSIBLY AS A PRELIMINARY STEP TO RELEASING THEM* 

^OMEVERf UP TO APRIL l'98l» NONE OF THEM APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN 
RELEASED* (SOURCE CQMMENTI THE TRANSFER TO GIA RAI WAS 
P^es^NT^O AS A PRELIMINARY STEP TO RELEASEt BUT IN FACT WAS AT LEAST 
LARGELY DUE TO THE DIFFICULTY OF FEEDING PRISONERS IN THE NORTH. 
IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE DETAINEES «ILL BE RELEASED SOON.) 

B) BAU LAMI A CAMP J APPROXIMATELY ONE HECTARE IN AREA^ 
SITUATED SOME 60 KILOMETERS EAST OF ^^lA IN DONG NAI 
PROVINCEt IN A FORESTED A»£A« 

BAU LAV CAMP WOULD APPEAR TO BE LOCATED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA OF XUYEH MOC CAMP.) AS OF 197S AND l«79t THIS CAMP 
.CONTAINED, APPPOXIMATCLY I #500 DETAINEES DIVIDED INTOJPEOPLE CAUGHT 
TRYING TO LEAVE ILLEGALLY? MOSTLY OOAT DCPiftRTURE ORGANXZlERSt 
APPROXIMATELY 1001 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE (PRE-197S) POLICE 
PERSONNEL AND OFFICIALS? APPROXIMATELY 0001 AND 
SOME 100 CIVILIAN OFFENDERS. THE PRISONERS VERS ALL MIXED 
TOGETHER? REGARDLESS OF CATEGORY? OUT DIVIDED ADMINISTRATIVELY 
INTO NUMEROUS UNITS AND SUD-UNITS C COMP AN I £S ?PLATOONS ? ETC»>« 

•HEY WERE EMPLOYED IN CLEARING FORESTS AND -^^ T.^^^^ CULTIVATION 

IN THE FIELDS? WORKING SEVEN DAYS A V?gEK WITH AVER AGE WORKING 
JNOURS FROM OSbO HOURS TO 1500 HOURS AND AT TIMES UNTIL IBOO HOURS^ 

THE CAMP HAD AN INFIRMARY? BUT LACK OF PHARMACEUTICALS 
□FORCED THE PRISONERS TO RELY ON TRADITIONAL HERBAL MEDICINES 

MADE SOME OF THE OLDER PRISONERS WHO KNEW SOMETHING OF THESE 
"METHODS. FAMILY VISITS WERE RESTRICTED TO FIFTEEN MINUTES EVERY 
_TjlO J^ONTHSi AND ONLY ALLOWED ON PRESENTATION OF A WRITTEN PERMIT ~~ 

FROM THE^VISITOR'S LOCAL AUTHORITIES. THE CAMP MAS GUARDED CY 

A C OMPANY OF OVER 100 ^S6, TROOPS? UNDER THE COMMAND OF 

- » 
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CAPTAIM 8UI TAN C 0 N Gt A SOUTHERNeR fRQM BEN "trE» 
APPRQXtlAArEUY SO YEARS QUO m THfiRfi ^GRC SEVERAL ESCAPE ATTEMPTS 

DURING THE 'PERIOD FROM LATE 197T TO JANUARY 1980% 

^ITH EIGHT PRISONERS SHOT IN THESE ATTEMPTS* (SOURCE COMMENTI 
eAU LAM CAMP IS STILL OPERATlNa* ALTHOUGH DETAILS OP CURRENT 
NUMBERS ARE NOT KNOWN^) 

C) (SOURCE COMMENT* XUYEN MQC IS ANOTHER CAMP IN THE 
SOUTH IN OONG NAX PROVINCSt TO VIHICH PRISONERS «ERE TRANSFeRRED 
FROM THE NOPTH IN LATE 1980 TO EARLY 1981 • IN JANUARY l^Ol. 
PRISONERS IN XUYEN MOC RIOTEDt SEVERELY WOUNDING THE CAMP - 
COMMANDANT AND A PSOywAJOR^ A LIETUENANT COLONEL (^^"^ FURTHER 
IDENTIFIED) WAS SHOT AND SEVERELY WOUNDED* FOLLOWING THE EVENT# 
FIFTEEN PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED AT NIGHT FROM THE CAMP TO 
AN UNKNOWN DESTINATION*) 

0) PHUOC L0N6I IN 1980 TO EARLY I90lt VIETNAMESE 
CAUGHT'TRYING TO ESCAPE OVERLAND THROUGH KAMPUCHEA WERE HELD 
IN A CAMP IN THR PART. OF .. SOUG Bit. PROVINCE COMPRISING FORMER PHUOC LONG 
PROVINCE_J^EAR THE KAHPUCHEAN 'BORDER . TN^ XT 'LEAST ONE CASE THB FAMILY 
OF ONE OF THE DETAINEES WAS NOT AOVXSSO OF THE DETAINEE'S . 
ARREST AND- INCARCERATION AND ONLY LEARNED OF HIS" PRESENCE THERE 
THROUGH A PRISONER <H0 WAS s'uSSEQUENTLY RELEASED. 

12* RECENTLY RELtASEO PRISONERS. ^^OH HCMC CAME UNOER THE 
JURISDICTION OF A STATE ORGANIZATION KNOWN AS THE ^^OFFI^E FOR 
ADMINISTRATION OF RECENT RETURNEES FROM RE-EDUCATION** 
ceo QUAN QUAN TRt NHUNG NGUOI HOC TAP MOI VE)» WHICH COMES UNOER 
THE HCMC PSO AND IS LOCATED AT 3^3 OICN PHU STREET CFORMERLY 

PHAN THANH GIAN)» SIMILAR OFFICES ; EXIST ATi .THE PROVINCE LEVEU^ 
UHEN FIRST RELEASEOt eX«-DET A t NSES HAVE TO OsfTAIN A TEMPORARY 
RESIDENCE PQRMXT FROM THIS OFFICE* THE PERMITS ARE. INXTIALUY VALID. 
FOR THREE MONTHS ONLY» AFTER WHICH IN PRINCIPLE THE. FORWCR 
DETAINEES ARB RSOUXRED TO LEAV E THE HC M CITY AREA* IN P«ACTla5> 
HO«CVERt IT is PO'SSiBLB /TO OBTAIN AN EXTENSION ON HEALTH 
GROUNDS. IN SOMECASESf COMPLIANT DOCTORS ttlLL» FOR A FES* 
PROVIDE HEALTHY EX-OETAINBES «ITH APPROPRIATE CERTIFICATES* 
DURING THE THREE MONTHS' RESIDENCE PERIOOt THE EX«DETAINEES 
ARE ^eauiRfeO TO REPORT WEEKLY TO THEIR LOCAL SUB-DISTRICT 
OFFICE TO HAVE THEIR DOCUMENTS CHECKED AND TO REPORT ON 
THEIR ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS. IN AT LEAST ONE CASEt HOWEVERt 
A FORMER DETAINEE wHO PRESENTED HIMSELF TO THE RETURNEES OFFICE 
HAD STILL NOT RECEIVED A TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PERMIT NEARLY FOUR 

MONTHS AFTER HIS RELEASE* INSTEAO^Hfi HAD A RECEIPT FRQlt 

4 
3 

2 • 

1 



OOKT»*JMkTX3M 



THE OFFICE ACKNOWLEOaXNG HIS APPLICATION, 



■o- 
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OATEDtSTR. i^kcOST 



COUNTRY 
SUBJECT 



Vietnam 

, . , A cTTi cultural Developiaeitt Projects 
'"?h^h'?honl"hfnS tf^ReeluLtion Ca»p irt Thanh 
from the Thann * . Reeducation Camp in Lao Cal 

Jrnuary 1981) , , ^ 

. ^. 4: « ^«4r,,<,P*» who vn^^ an inmat^ of th« 
From the d<^brxe£ing of a refugee who^^ ^33^ . 

Thanh Phong-Thanh l^am f ^^^'^^'^^^J-^" o^_/the Phu Lu Reeducation 

r ''r^nl\ln-\o ISn «^ fri. ^977' ?o 1979. jHe fled 

Camp from 1972 to JJ/^ - , 
Vietnam m April iva^- ; | 

AS of -^^HrrroJinc^^^Id^rd^rfarerr^^^^^^ I 

vietn^'(SRV) plan develop Nhu Xuan dxstrxct^ag ^^^^^.^^^ ^ 
camp's population of 3,600 P^°^^ J^^'^/^^g reeducation procosfe. Similarly^ 
trees and building houses as P^rt of the J^^^^^^^^^^iSn Camb in Lao 

ie?"en 1977 and 1979 ^"'"^^^^^^oo hectares of the Hong Thab State 

CAi Provlnce.v.orkcd to develop ^00 hectares physical l^out and types 

^IrZk^^lo^ Xr:?; provided. End sugary. T 



•iljANH pyCNG:THANHj,^^ 



""^'^tS-Si 'aSd «1>s"^cting housing for fuSur. worker, 

f„°Khi''luai^2:fftrict. Thanh Hoa Province. Thx. respon.xh.^.ty 
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«„ien^ in r„ponse .o a socjans. Republic cf^ 

Deputy Director and Political urticor ot luc , former Army 

:^p:rt=S^?S"Lntribute.theiJ efforts toward Jh^'.^-ra^dTa^crifico^iLd 

(Source comment: Colonel O^^^^/^^o noted rnat a ^^^^^ 
callod Eai Chanh State Farm ^^f^l^^J^J^JJ^-tedly cleared Und to convert 
ViUcge. Five thousand y^^^g^^'^J^f JlJ^P^i-oS. This arcaris inhabited 
S»QQO KtectAVfts .1 into a tea and coffee plantatxon. inxj. ^ 

ty Tftl . ethnic minorities . ) j 

7 ■ \RVN Maior General Nguyen- Huu ((Co)) was placed In charge 

hou,ing construction Assigned to ^^f ^" ./..^^ 

?J|fs/SSl??^'^:o?.c?f'""inJ'-?"""^^^' briCs and tiles «va 
grow rice, potatoes and tapioca. ^ 

T TS« Thanh Phone-Thanh Lam Reeducation Camp, also! known as 
3. The ihanh p,-,- „as located in Thanh Phong and 

Central Reeducation Camp Number One was loc^^^ Province,, SRvT The 

Thanh Lam Yi^l-f ^^^^f ^/^u? 2o"quare kSometers (km), including 
camp occupied an area ot aoouL ^ consisted of f ivei coapound^ 
farnUnd developed by inmates. The camp consx ^^^^^ 

ynaun as Kl through K5, Compounds Kl and K3 ^^^^ ^illag^. In 
Phong Village, while ^2. K4 and K5 were i j.eOO- ihmites: 2,000 

lR5r''3li'sJ;cia! VollTs re?-nn:ranri.300.criminaV6f^eMer5. They 
ve^fS'heid frti: five compounds in the following mau^^r: ,;. 

A. Kl: 210 Special Forces personnel and lOO-irliminals 

B. K2: 500 ARVN and 200 criminal^ 

C. K3: 800 criminals 

D K4- 100 Special Forces inmates, 1.000 ARVN 'officers, 
including G;nerli ci and^nother brigadier general. Thercj^ also were , 

rbout 200 criminal offenders. , -4- 

a 

E. KS: 500 ARVN officers and about 200 criminals. j 
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4 AS of lato J^-"^^,l«»Jii^,'^ljriyS;ira^J C^Tonel Nguyen 
Reeducation Camp director was ^""^^^^^^^""-i,^ charge 0f reeducation 
?.n ((Thuy)). !:i-"^^r?La?e°Sliagemenrpofic?es? Othir ^eputy directors 
sessions and cadre and ^"^^".^JJ^Sp^tSoners education, rebr services , , 

f.t^.Tr.T.\%Lt^lTilll irdTtll.'\llZ\.. each wox. toa» had 
five wor); cells^* j 
PHU LU REEDUCATION__CAMP . . . 

' I Between 1977 ar.d February 1979, about 200 hect^Lr.es of Phu tu 

Di,trici, Tarcai Province, S.V had been cl-red and plantcd^b^^^^ ^ 
Imnates of Phu Lu Reeducation Camp. JJ^^.^^^^p^^blic SocuJity Major 
.Nearly 1977 directive by the cam^ LmatosWe to 

Hsuyen Dinh ((Chieu)). ^^^^.^^X^ ^^"^ent of the adj acent iHoijg Thang 
lC?e1a'r^^!o5!'°Mr rn^957 /tre^T.;"popula ias increased 

by 1,500 ARVN officers. = 

6 SRV leaders had decided to convert 4,000 hecterjs of^Phu Lu- 

Districi vild land and f ^^f.^^^^^^^.^^A pIneappU had beej planted 
plnntations.. As of earl^y 1J7 9^ tea^d^ine^P^^^^ om^y^ lOQ 

t^'i^'-'tS'S."'. used as raw material for paper mills , and uatch- • 

making "factories. | 

"^torranf Kfr.ough'is^o^^h^lla^^boSt 60-70 .anage^eAt po~l. 
The layout was as follows: ; 

A Kl the central compound, housed the prison [main 

S^ll/tach ?oncr:J2'illls'Lp°pe"vith high voltage llcctrfc f«uc«. 



JL, It hold 
harped wiro 



B K2 was located about five km southwest of K 
female iu^^^.Us and was surrounded by bamboo walls and ^ 
fences, as were K3, K4 and K5. 

C. K3 was about three km north of Kl- and houso^ SOO AKW 
officers ftnd 200 criminals. 

i 



s 



! 
i 
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D. -K4 was located two km 
Forces persorfnel and SOO criminals. 



east of Kl. It hous 



id 250 Special 



located southeast of.Kl J^.^fHS^'^ie^^^.e 



C^hclic clerp- and laymen fro. Phat Bie, N|he An 

j:°o;:/.vr;?''?hr^a?^iitr«"rrapru?:d"foi?^wing the^o^u.,iat ta.,OV« 
of Hr,noi in 1954. 



Onc inmate was General Ly Ca ( (Sa) ) , a lead^ of 



. -ilv ''vL'harcoUaborrt;a^rth"thr French d'Jring 
^^5o;iiina wlJ^nfw^o'iefused to surrender to Hanox autl, 
the French withdrawal m 19S4. 5a 
•operations against, ypctty thieves 
(atcng)^ yao a'ten).iind crti-^ iniiworitiea. 
1978. ! 



tihe Frencft- 
prities aft«r 



was captured in 1961 jduring the 
(tieu phi) to suppresjs Nung, Meo. 
General Sa escaped frqm prison in 
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SM: XK «m i5-0«9. COMWOB. CHllttSI KLO fll 

nisoi n wi 

BEF: ». JCtt WG 8PT <5-0« (lY S*tt SOWCE) 
B. DM MSG. OTG 0<lSm JUN tS 

1 SOUBCI. WK: OPOB: Sb W. 

Wm HQ* fOW£« WW 
CAPTAM: W 3 IG. SERVICE IU«ER -^JD* PRESEIT LQCA- 

10 MTU- ^ DDI: 1980: WTERVIEWD 0« 20 JUK 
iSsS W THW R. KttY- 00. US*: OTHER: SOURCE'S EIWL 

*"S7[5SlSHHIS«tS*HERT»«ER*SI« 
DAUGHTERS. 

2 StIMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES WOIMATIOII OF A 
HCM6 rCNG CnUE« REPORTEDLY WO WAS W THE EMPLOY Of THE 
HwRArillTEaiGENtt AGEKY AID IS HELDWISMR IIITHA«H 
PKMG RE-EDUCATIOI CAHP. SOURCE *«:» """O^.if S*^-, 
TION OF COMMAIBOS HE KT WILE U CAPTKITY. END SIMWRY. 

3 m. FOLlOtflK INFORMATION MAS RELATED TO U- 
TERVIEVER BY SOURCE AS FACT. SWETWE W MM, WILE 
SOURCE NAS HELD CAPTIVE B THE THAW PHONG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP. HE FIRST Mn A HONS raC CniZEl JRIEU ai 
KIEN. UEN mS APPROXIMATELY 60 YD* AND SPOU ONLY * 
LITTLE VIETNAMESE. SOUJa IS ETHNIC CHINESE SO THEY BE- 
FRIENDED EACH OMR. SPEUIK W THEIR COJON TONGUE 
CANTONESE. KIEN TOLD SOURCE HE MAS A SCHOONER CAPTAIN 
AND HAD NORIEO FOR THE ISIWO NAVIGATION CWPANY AND THE 
HINNANY SHIPPING CWPANY AND HAS A T««»;^« 

WHO NORIED FOR THE U.S. NEK AND WRLD KTOf « 
KCHG. HIS ADDRESS IN HONG lONG NAS Vi^^/^^^' 
LOON TAN GIOI (NEV NORLO). NGUYEN AP. PING SAN THCM 
TAN 'SAN CHUON HIS WfE'S NAME IS CU PING YING. AU SAM 
TICH AND HAS A DAUGHTER NAMED CHIEU IHAO TAY. «EN PRO- 
VIDED SOURCE WITH A SECOND ADDRESS: 314 PRINCESS ROAD. 
DELUXE MANSION. JTH FLOOR. A FUT, HMLOOH. HONG lONG. 
TEUPHONE 63S08S. 

4 IKN TOLD SOURa HE WS BEING HELD AS AN IN- 

TERNATIONAL SPY AND PREVIOUSLY «RXEO FOR THE US CIA. 
HAVING BEEN ISSUED THE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 14140 BY 
M CIA HE TOLD SOURCE THAT HIS COttfRCIAL VESSEL 1<M 
UNDER REPAIR IN JAPAN FOR AN ESTIMATED THREE WNT«S. JO 
DURING THE LAY-OVER. HE ASIED PERMISSION AND GRANTED 
PERMISSION (FROM WICH CWPANY. UHt) TO TRAVEL TO VIH- 
m HE PROCEEDED ON TO VIETNAM WITH TlffiEE OTHER 
ACOOAINTANCES (NOT CREW MEMBERS) AND E»« * INPHU«I 
WHERE HE ENGAGED HIMSELF AS A TAILOR MAXING CLOTHES TOR 
AMERICAN TROOPS WHO WOUUI BUY THEM TOSEND HOtt. ^H^ 
WRUD AS SUCH FOR ONE MONTH BEFORE TH 1968. 0»BIIIB 



ACTION 

INFO US0P:ISA<1) US0P:MIA(1) CMS QC(l) SECOEF:(') 

S£CDEF(9) USDP(ll) DC-2(2) NMIC(«) OS-lC(l) AT-J(l) 
08-2(1) DB-2C(1) 0B-2C2(1) 08-40(1) DIA(l) 
♦SAFE 

S CCTWll) ^^^^ jj^jgjo 
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THE TH 68 AUACKS, HE WAS LIVING AT THE HUONG GIAHG 
HOT^N HUE WHICH WAS WniAUY AHACXED BY ARTILLERY."^ 
HE SpEDHUURY and EVADED TO THE MILHARY POST AT PKU^. 
Ml WHEK «£ NAnED OUT THE AHACXS. *FTER TOE MAIN AT- - 
tScxThE KTURNED TO HUE. BUT was WE'^'Ip *» «P- 
tSS eMOUTE RETURNING TO THE HOTR. «E OF TOE FOUR 
nmi WHICH COMPRISED HEN'S GROUP WSnW A VUT- 
NMCSE FRIEND ELSEWHERE AND WAS NOT PRESENT. SO Om.Y 
TO ACQUAINTANCES. LY MAU AH MO TUOHG NIW 
mi SlSOCHInS WORKING AS TAIUK) KRECAPIWO. 
S iS^KRE CAPTURED W";E^NAUING « FOT 
THREE DAYS MARCH. THEY ARRIVED AT A PRISONER OMP WIW 
Sb bTbY PAV?. later TOH were TAXEN TO NVN W a TRUCK 
CONVOY ON THE HO CHI MIW TRAIL AND WERE ATTACKED BY 
SXYRAIURS KIEN WAS WOUNDED IN HIS UPPER ASM. THE 
Sffi DID iioT PROPEliY HEAL AND KIEN NEVER KSAINED 
NORMAL RANGE OF MOTION Of HIS ARM. KIEN WAS TRANSFERRED 
S^NTRaTpRISON NUMBER 3 IN "SHE TIW ONE DAY PRIOR TO 
SOURCE'S ARRIVAL AT THE PRISON IN OCTOBER 1982. 

5 IN ACCORDANCE WITO REF B. SOURCE f«»m 

THE FOUOWING NAMES OF CMttNDOS. AU OF WHW HE MET AT 
K-1. THANH PHONG. 

A NGUYEN VAN LUYEN. CAPTAIN. TO LDR. DATE Of CAPTURE 
(60C) 1960. AS OF 19 MAY 84. STIU AT CENTRAL PRISON 
NUMBER 3 (CP-3). 

B TRAN OR NGUYEN VAN OIW. SGT. TO LDR. DOC 1964. RE- 
LEASED IN 1982. BT 
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I 2503072 JUL 85 

FM OCK LUISOI BWOOl TH 

TO COR JOC warn pt hi 

oro uscncPAC hommlu wiwsusnn 

m WSHINBTn K 

SECOEF WSH0C//OAS>-ISA/nH(IV/ 

wnOOBE MSHDC//ISC/M CHILDKSS// 

mwSHDC 

sann n of oi lum tnum im 44U9 

CITE: )44) JULY IS 

SUU: JCKKKWI I5-049. ttHWOOS. CHIttSE IdD » 

(ncunw « GOOD w«w Of wwwcaj^wa 

WWED FROM THM« HOC TO CW. SOUICE HEARD M W-WP 

RUOt THAT THE VMS PM> IM CMWBOS 

TO CF-J MO THAT SR» OFFERED THEM TO TW UO GWT. BUT 

LAOS HAD YH TO ACCEPT THEIR REUASE 

8 SOURCE WER ASKD BY IKHRVIEMER. RECOGKnEO 

IV MNE THE FOLUwilB WKIDUAIS AND WWIDEO THE fOUW- 

m AOOniONAL INFORMATIOi ttOUT T«N: 

A. QUACHTHUC. WMIIOim. SP(W CHIKS£A»I^ 
VIETIIAMESE. MAS A FOWER "M", Of » «LITW SECT TO 
FREE MAIimWO CHMA FRW MAO TSE OWG. ^WGHT «6««T 
THE FREICH. AND MAS FOWER «R Of THE ARW 5TH OWISIW. 

I. HAI. RELEASED. IS A WRTKRIIER. 

C NGUYEN VAN TWIi. REUASEO. IS A MORTHERMER. IS HARD 
OF HEARING AND KM LIVES IN HCNC. 

D. HANH. RELEASED. MAS FR» IDff AN (P). LIVES IN HCMC. 

£. NGUYEN CAO SON. TM LDR. IS A NOItTHERNER. RELEASED. 

F. HOAMG VAN CHUONG. RELEASED. LIVES IN «>« Jf WRKO 
AS A DISCIPLINARY CADRE FOR THE COMNIISTS WILE AN 
IIMATE. 

9 SOURCE. AFTES REUASE. CMLY »ffT TMO RELEASED 

cbwANDOS. BOTH TOGETHER. M HCW AT THE CHO OMG TA 
SkeT ME MAS EITHER NSUYEII OR TRAN VAN OINH ( AMILY 

NAME NOT RECALLED) AND THE I«I«SIi*n«.!J?[v^ri n 
RECALLED SOURCE ONLY INOVS Of CCWANOOS CURRENTLY HELD 
IN TW LOCATIOMS. THANH LAM AND CP-1. 

10. SOURCE HAS A SISTER. FiAM.|E- . " 
MAS MARRIED TO A US SOLDIER «TH WOM SHE IIVO) AT 

amAa WHH HER. 

BT 




ACTION 

INFO CMS QC(l) SECDEFrC) SEC0EF(9) USOP(U) 

USDP:ISA(1) USDP:MIA(1) 0C-2(2) OS-IC 1 

AT-3(l) DB-2(1) 06-2C(l) DB-2C2(l> DB-4D(1) OIA(l) 
♦SAFE 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 32 
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RQUTIIIE 

R 2SO307I 3Ul 8S 
FK XK QAISOU 8AN610C TH 
TO COR JCRC MRBERS FT HI 



mi RUMTBKMU9 2060313 




lAMt lllfcw " ^ » 

AND THEN CP-3. 

7. SOURCE VAS ISLO IN K-2 THANH PHONG FtON 1979- 



INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J35// 
DIA VASHINGTON DC / 
SECDEF ¥AS«)C//OASO-ISA/W-NIA// 
NHHEHOUSE MSHDC//NSC/HR CHILDRESS// 
CIA VASHDC 
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SUU^ JCRC tEFORT tt-049. COMIANDQS. CHINESE ICLD IN 



C. NGUYEN OINH THUT, 2LT, TH LDR. DOC 1963, AS Of 
19/5/64. STia AT CP-3. 



0. NGUYEN VAN BANG. SGT. CONHUNICATOR. DOC 1962. AS 
OF 19/5/64. STIU AT CP-3. 



E. HUA VAN KHIH. SGT. COKUNICATOR. OOC 1963. AS OF 
19/5/64. STILL AT CP-3. 



F. HUYNH CONG THANH. PV2. OOC 1961, AS OF 19/5/64. STILL 
AT CP-3. 



6. TRAN OR NGUYEN VAN TAM. SGT. TH LDR. ARTIST. ETHNIC 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE (NOTE: THEREFORE NOT SOURCE OF JCRC 
RPT H65-044), DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED LIVING IN HCNC. 

H. TRAN VAN OINH. SGT. TH LDR. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCNC. 

I. LUU NGHIA LUOHG. SGT. OOC 1963: 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCNC. 

J. HA SON. SGT. TH LDR. OOC 1964; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCNC. 

I. HA VAN TAN, FROGMAN. DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IR HCMC. 

L. NGUYEN KINH. FROGMAN. OOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCNC. . 

M. LUU NGHIA (FNU). FROGMAN. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 

N. TRIEU CHI KIEN. LY MAU SON AND LU0N6 MINH PHAT. 
CHINESE (HONG KONG) TAILORS. DOC 1967; HELD IN CP-3 AS 
OF 1984. 

0. TRAN CHI HIEN, 2LT. TN LDR. TAIWANESE COMMANDO. DOC 
1965: HELD IN CP-3 AS OF 1984. 
P TWELVE AOOniONAL TAIWANESE COWANDOS (NAMES UNO 
INCLUDING 2 X MAJ. 3 X CAPT AND I X 2LT. ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. 

0. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (5'9- WHITE SKINNED MILD MAWERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 

6 SOURCE HEARD FROM KIEN (THE TAILOR) THAT AT 

SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION. AT QUYH TIEN. HE HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS. EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 

AaiON - ^I.'^^ 

INFO CMB QC(l) SECDEFrC) SEC0EF(9) USDP(ll) 

US0P:ISA(1) US0P:MIA(1) DC-2(2) WICC) OS-lC(l) 
AT-3(1) 0B-2(1) 0B-2C(1) DB-2C2(1) DB-4D(1) OIA(l) 
+SAFE 
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•ftUUW " - KHStR tttSSAGl -- 3»3J CHARACTIRS 

•REHCI fROn PIA WASHIHCIOH 0C.7OC-2//. SSM 60U M K Hill WMl 
JIKG ASSIGNED BY ItSS: 
SEAl ARCS 

PR INTER ASSIGNED BY nSS: 

SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY USS: f 
DCS. DIA, SEAL CHINA, RUEEJCS, VIETMAII, SE ASIA, 
(URREKT DATE JSB729, 
OICIIOHARV: C9, PROF HE: 

1 llfl 32S 313 3U 471 63t SB S3S 
KHIC-AUTODIH HSC- KUKDER: 

3E4-B232GG 

CDSK « NSS89S nCK - 85211/P4632 TOR « 8S2141316 fTSTOR « BS214133fi 
EZei: 

RTTSIYUW RUEKJCS SB4C 21413U- RUEMIC. 
EZE2: 

R 6217521 AUG Bb 

rn DIA WASKIKGTOK DC 

TO KUHQB!' A/COR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEAIIft/CIA WASIilKGTOK DC. 

RUniEK/JCRC IIAISOK CANGKOK IH 

RUHCHCA/USClKCrAC HCHOIDIU «I//J2/J3/J3fc// 

RUEUCS/SECOEF VASH1H5T0H 0C//OASD-ISA/FW-niA// 

BT 

r.IB3: 
04: 

,2F.S8f 

SU8J: RfPORl OF INTERWIEV 

f IN APPROXINftTElV HOVtMSER 197E THE Ptf.OlEE IKHATES Al THE 
HOHG THAHG AGRICULTUHAl SITE ffiOKG TRUOHG HCSG THAKC-I COSTROLIED BY 
PHO lU PRISOS «KF TRAHSFERFED TC TAN lAP PRISON. IHE IKMES VIR". 
MOVED DUE TO THE inPEHDING EORDER HOSTILITIES BETVEEK THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHIKA (PRC) AND THE 50C1A1IST REPUBLIC OF VIETNA'. ISSV!. 
THE PAROLEES REKAIHEO AT TAN LAP PRISON UNlll APPROXinATElY JANUARY 
OR FEBRUARY 1979 WiEK THEY VERt mm TO THE THANK lAtt PRODUCTION 
AREA «HU SAN XL'AT KKAHH lAH), ALSO KNOW AS SUBCAV l(-4 OF THE 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 

2 VHIIE AT TAN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SCI. PHAtt THANH 
DONG, REtlARCED TO SOURCE THAT AIIERICAN FOWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP 
PRISON DURING THE VAR YEARS. KE HADE NO FURTHER HENTIOH OF THE 
PRESENCE OF. U.S. POWS Al TAN LAP AND DID NOT SAY IN WICK SUBCAH? 
THE POW HERE HELD. ^ 

3. SOURCE HAD VISITED THE TAN LAP PRISON BRIEFLY IK niD-19tS, 
. DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIHATELY AUGUST 1955. AT TRAT TIKE THE 
PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIfllTIVE. HE AND OTHER HEtttERS OF HIS OPS 
34A COWAHDD TEAH WERE BRIEFLY HELD TKEFE AT THAT TINE WHILE IN 
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA LO PRISON AND OUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP 
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAi LEVEL 



DETENTIOrrACIlllY. SOUDEE KITHFR OESERWD NOR HEARD OF ANY 
AHERICANS Al TAN LAP IH 1SG5. SOURCE PEIIEVED THE TAN LAP PRtSON WAS 
DESIGNA1ED A MOEL PRISON ORAI ItlEU HAUl IN THE lATE 197BS. 
« SJl'RCE OF PARAS 1-3 IS vSC A FORWR OPS 34A 

COWIANDO CAPTURED IN 1964. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD 01 U.S. 
PWS FROn FORHER SOUTH VIETNANESE ARIIf AIRBORNE PEFSOHNEl HE NET IN 
1979 AND WHO SAID m\ HEARD U.S. PVS WERE HELD Al TAN LAP IN 
1967-tA DIA IS NOl AWARE OF ANY U.S. PWS HELD Al TAN lAP 
DURING IKE WAS. MOST FORMER OPS 34A tOWlAHDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED 
TAN lAI- NAVE SEPORTED A SlllllAP. HEARSAY SIORY ATTdBUTED TO CAMP 
GUARDS. 

\. POC IK DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 



Bl 

EZB6: 



ACTION DC-2M 
INFO US0P:ISA(«1 USDP:MIAW CMB OCW SECDEF: W 
SECDEFM USDPIKO NHlCd) VOW DIfcW 

*"^^ TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
i_ JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW RUEKJCS60l»5 21U1315 

R O21723Z AUG 85 
FM OIA WASHINGTON DC 

TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH o»oococ dt ui 

INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

20,887/DC-2 
SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

RFF* JCRC RPT }5'"049 

1 SUMMARY: TWO FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE K-1 SUBCAMP OF THANH PHONG PRISON, JHANH HOA 
PRISON, IN 1980., BOTH OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED TO REPAIR PRISON 
VEHICLES AND WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WHILE AT 
THANH PHONG. ONE OF THE OFFICERS, WAS RELEASED FROM THANH 
PHONG PRISON IN THE LATE SPRING OF I982. 

2 TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS, ONE NAMED ^s'^ WERE 
TRANSFERRED IN I98O FROM SUBCAMP K-2 TO K-1. AFTER ARRIVING AT K-1 
THEY WERE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
CAMP'S ASSIGNED VEHICLES LOCATED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS ADJACENT 
TO K-1. BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT AND WERE ABLE TO LEAVE K-1 WITHOUT ANY ESCORT. BECAUSE OF 
THEIR SPECIAL STATUS THEY WERE NOT ON FRIENDLY TERMS WITH MANY OF 
THE OPS lU COMMANDOS DETAINED AT K-1 WHO CONSIDERED THEIR FAVORED 
TREATMENT AS INDICATIVE OF CURRYING FAVOR WITH THE ENEMY. ONE OF 
THE OFFICERS. ^"Sc SPOKE AN ETHNIC SOUTHERN DIALECT BUT WAS SAID 
TO BE FROM A NORTHERN FAMILY. SSC REPORTEDLY RECEIVED VISITS FROM 
HIS NORTHERN FAMILY MEMBERS WHILE AT K-1. INMATES ALSO SAID THAT 
HIS FAMILY HAD A "REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUND" AND HAD BLEN ABLE TO USE 
THEIR INFLUENCE AND MONEY TO BUY HIS TRANSFER TO K-2. S^C WAS 
RELEASED FROM K-1 IN APPROXIMATELY JUNE I982. BOTH 5Sc AND THE 
OTHER OFFICER RESIDED IN K-1 WITH OTHER INMATES AND PERFORMED 
UNSUPERVISED ODD JOBS AT THE REQUEST OF CAMP GUARDS WHEN NOT 
INVOLVED IN VEHICLE REPAIR. „r -rue 

% THE TWO RVNAF OFFICERS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPAIR OF THE 

CAMPS SEVEN VEHICLES WHICH INCLUDED TWO BULLDOZERS, FOUR ZIL HEAVY 
TRUCKS AND ONE l/k TON TYPE VEHICLE. THESE VEHICLES WERE NORMALLY 
KEPT PARKED AT THE PRISON CAMP HQ NEXT TO THE HQ MAIN OFFICE. THE 
TWO OFFICERS WERE ALSO PERMITTED TO TAKE VEHICLES INTO THANH HOA 
CITY FOR REPAIR AND 5-5^ DID TELL OTHER INMATES THAT THE TWO OF 
THEM DID VISIT THANH HOA CITY FROM TIME TO TIME. THE TWO FORMER 
RVNAF OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED BY THREE MECHANICS SELECTED FROM AMONG 
THE CRIMINAL INMATES AT K-1. 

If COMMENT: SOURCE OF INFORMATION I S C A 

FORMER FROGMAN COMMANDO IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM UNTIL HIS 
RELEASE FROM K-1/THANH PHONG PRISON IN MID-1982. THE RVNAF OFFICER 

AND FORMER COMMANDO N/kMf^ HAD REFERRED TO APPEARS TO 
CORRESPOND TO fi/A-I^E. IDENTIFIED IN REF B MESSAGE 

AS HAVING RECENTLY FLED VIETNAM BY BOAT AND TO CURRENTLY BE RESIDING 
AT ^ /^T^A 

5 FOR JCRC LIAISON: REQUEST SOURCE BE RE I NTERVI EWED DURING 

YOUR NEXT VISIT TO GALANG TO CLARIFY 55C BACKGROUND AT K-1 AS 
REPORTED BY ^<2- 

6. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 




ACTION DC-2(2) (D,6,8,F) 
INFO NMIC(l) V0(1) DIA(2) 
+SAFE 
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ROUTINE 

R 05171 IZ AUG 85 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 

TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 



DEPARTMENT OF DE>ENSE 
OCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKjrs652l» 21719'»9 



20,909, 

SUB J: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
REFS! A. JCRC LNB RPT \B5-OkS 

SIa ,NTER5?ESEi^?0RHtR'v?ETNAMESE COMMANDO 

"J^;w; rEoSU^So^HrLmrE CONTACT WITH ANY OF THE OTHER 

fjSSS???',^"^?!'?"".?'™:!:-^ "cS'JS VEH^St RESUPpf? RUNS 

REPORTED IN REF B THAI 'Yv!^. rr-r • uac tuat ONLY HAPPENED 

-rn TUAKiu WHA PITY BUT HIS RECOLLECT ON WAS THAT lni:> V,^.!!^^ Vir 

A FORMER RVNAF CAPTAIN AS 
2 POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 



ACTION DC-2(2) 
INFO NMICU) 
+SAFE 



{D.6,F) 



V0(1) DIA(2) 
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DEPARTMENT 0F"'DEFENSE 
iKDS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW RUMTBKA3807 3620512 

R 27051 2Z DEC 8U 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI - 
INFO DIA WASHINGTON DC 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH 63807 
CITE: 3'»9'« DEC Zk. 

SUBJECT: RE-ED CAMP LOCATION 

REF: A. AHEMBASSY SINGAPORE 1 1 O^l 2Z OCT . > 

B. USCINCPAC HONO HI 190337Z OCT . 

C. CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 222230Z OCT , 

D. DIA MSG 2OI522Z NOV 81», ; 

1. REF A WAS ORIGINAL MSG REPORTING VN REFUGEE 
WHO WAS HELD IN THANH PHONG CAMP. REF 

B WAS A RETRANSMITTAL OF REF A. REFS C AND D REQUESTED 
INTERVIEW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE THANH PHONG 
CAMP . 

2. DURING NOVEMBER Bk INTERVIEW TRIP, S.CL- WAS 
INTERVIEWED. WITHOUT MAPS. t^CL DESCRIBED THE ROUTE 
FROM THANH HOA TOWN TO THE CAMP AS FOLLOWS: TAKE THE 
THANH HOA - CAM THUY ROAD (119) FOR APPROXIMATELY 25 KM 
TO THE 15 RE-ED CAMP, THEN CONTINUE ON FOR APPROXIMATELY 
50 KM GOING WEST TO- THE THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP. 

q% 3. WILL BE RE I NTERV I EWED WITH APPROPRIATE 

MAPS NEXT TRIP (LATE JANUARY - EARLY FEBRUARY) TO SATISFY 
■ " REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH IN REFS C AND D. 

k. ^ C. WAS QUESTIONED CONCERNING 

RESULTS WITH XEROX OF NOTE 
ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY -:^<^WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY 
AS A LETTER REPORT. 

BT 




ACTION (U,P,8,F) 
INFO DC-2(2) NMIC(I) AT-3(1) DE-2 (1) DB-2(1) 

DB-2B(1) DB-2C(1) DB-i»G(1) DB-5D3(1) DIA(1) 

DC-i4A3(l) 

+SAFE ^^^—^ 
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-J:C:^j:^ox:o^^ 

' •■••■■■ ■■'•V-;; 2^ £.t the car-p v/hen. .rele^.sea: abput.-85 • 

.'-i; ' -Dorsons^^sj-'ilincluding •VTa'.- ARTI^' .".officers- ranking., froia ,;iia jor :.tov luiijvcolonel, 
catholicliDrleatG ,.' ..ll'buadhittt monk and -S/.-Phucr i:juqcvH(:i:.atherlan^ 

4^-^^ijgcie/ra^^-Q2^er rpositlon ;:pf _pe0p.le .: still ' in' ' thd' caiap." when ■ released : ■ 



It -■< 



.■•■. 4. . Nguyen • Truon^- HIS?.; "Ha^ or. of J7 of J^o JGS/.RVIJA]?. 
•" 5. Kfti^J-nh ?AK, lit. Colonel ^ QH' C0mf 

III , Source of inf orriation: 



■i 



"ieiuree: S.c_- boat name: -^-Ji^ n;?:-.-:e/locarion 

of re-education oa:-p; Base 5 in Il-ri ?an district, •T:-man Hai Province; _ _ 
for-.«^ rank: C'.'. ba-tain; when ordered to r -r-oducation camp: 24. June lb I 
when released: i:U .^.eptenber. ,198(3 ;....nuDr3er/ type of. personsjin_ti3 " 

- e, r;v.i]c, :C\5.c,jer v.iositio.n o.r people still in oappps when ?:'eleased: 
• iV Tran Van T.^:, artillery Gr-ptain the is still in Base 6 in.Ha-.i Tan 
■ district^ ■ "^huan -lai rrovince) . ? 

.•2. ".-ii^'en Van OUOC,- AR7IT intelli-rience 1st Lieutenant- . ; - . ■ ■ - 

3 . ^raii Duy GIPH,: ■ QH , Lt . Colonel- (he is; still in Nghe Tinh re-edc.uca- 
^ tion canp. in ITYItJ . v >>--vn.v::,'^:^ v ■■■ ■ .-v-vr 
-• r-4. "can;- Dinh 'Choi, qjlJ, -:Lt," Colon el -Ci^^ in Ha Dong-^re-eanpa- . 
tion car'i? in --^"H).- .:' ' -J''.. - " ' ■ % - .-. .•- 
. 5. I'.'uyen Huu ?.IiU.C, Infantry ■Captain, (he is still 



:Wiy.;:.,SQurce :of'.;infov^ati^-^ 

. :-.-.iS-^i*?':i^efugee:; , ... 
.^^'■#avfiioS-tion:'ca^^^ 
^-v:|?;?;.:.i:,-yu...; ::(.sv :^-former'- rahk: 





7C-?2 '^Wrrnven -^^ail -BOT: - D Police: Sergeant Is v vclass . ■ -.v-^-.^.r^^r—^ 

r■r■^.^-*.t-^^%^ "Van 'TTab • nT3.tj.ori>a Tolice Isf Lieutenant- •■. ■.. . .v- r • 



.24. rJruvGn Vari- TOI: A-IYIT- 1st Lieutenant 



■ •■.'25; • Phani 'Than?a HY: IHVIT 1st Jjieutenazit 
, ■<-.-26.;.L8;.:v;an:iQUA: ...Al? ..Captain . : .v.v>^^^^^ 

27. TT~uven.I)inl-j. TUMG: A?. l3t.. Lieutenant. ., ... ......... .-^^^ 

^■r.j^Q r >'iiguV#»f ^-y aiiv- 2HY : • 3.st Lieiitenaiit, connn-ndsr of -an- mian-try 'cpmpaii;/; n.; 
29: Ho' fan GiniOiirr: i;?. l3t Lieutenant 



36!- Nguyen Danr/HlOA: Captain o:? the nilitarj Security -department. 

v; -Source -of-inf orsaiion: ' ^c,' aTefucoe of iDoat name 

Ciar=;-bte-^- o.f the yubicct lisxed -bolov;: 
1 ksa^>a.R- f'-'ll colonel, Director of the AH\nT ■.-..rotestant Ciiaplain.. 
"servica. He is still in re-education ca-p H? 8OA TD63T]^ K2 Thanh Hoa 
].'r 0 Yin c a , IL''^' 



71. Source of infer:::; 



.on: 



a 



?oiuToe o.:C boat-nar.ie 



ST> . 1, a relative o.f the sn.hject listed ne.iov.': . ■ ■ . 

1 KiAi^e Ca-!->tain, . ■■>9--MAt.y coruiander. of Conatruction .Cnf-inc-orm;.-; 

Area in :Dalat City, -'a i:^ etill in Han ''^an re-educatinn carip in TTa:,iJ].an 

yjl. Source of inf crr:ation: .. a refuf-ee of boat nans: _ ♦SJ> ., 

son 0;: the Guh.iect listed belov/: . ■• •: • „ j. 

- ' ■- " - ^ ' Corn-iander ox Cat 



.1. KiAt^" ".^.vy It. Co7uOnel-..(said of ARy:: ran-c ) , 
■■■ Lo -avv Base in vun.T -Tau' City. - , . 

^ JfjCijL^J 6^ ^ a. h^AMii^ J^Utf UJ^': " ■ 





17th, 1981 /' 

Dear Sir, . . • ■ " ".1... " - 

As requested by your letter. I would like to send you niy piece of information 

concerning the reeducation camps. 
(A) My curriculum vitae ; *V4 

€?c- ..... 

(2) D & rOB : 1932 in GIA DINH 

(3) Marital status : Married, with five children: one child and wife still 
in Vietnam, one child in the U.S. and three in Singapore with me. 

(A) Occupation : Officer in the former Republic of VN's Army 

(5) Former position and rank : Infantry Lieutenant Colonel, Deputy 

Commander of Saigon Special Zone, in charge of operations. My serial 

was 52-120284. 



■ • . . •• ... v.r - "... 



(B) Times and places of 



detention: 



(I) From June 16. 1975 to October 16, 1975; 



In Long Giao Camp of LONG KHANH province, 80 kilometers 
jlation was about 5,000, from Captains to Colonels. 



east of Saigon. 
Camp leader's ti 



(2) From October 16, 1975 to June 10, 1976 ; 
Moved to TAM HIEP , BIEN HOA , about 30 kilometers east of Saigon. This camp 
had been the prison for the Communist guerillas during the former regime. Camp 




jlation 
(3) From 



3000, r, 



|0> 1976 to 



from 2nd lieutenants to colonels. 



18, 1977 : 



100 detainees. Formerly a. 



to the north, in camp 1 of Joint Camp II , about 180 kilometers 
of HANOI. Camp leader was Captain Quy, of Battalion 776. 
Each of the three zones of this camp housed ab 
prison for Thai and foreign prisoners, this was a very solid building built by 
the French during the colonization period. Upon our arrival, there were about 
120 RVN officers held there. These were prisoners of war captured in the 

:ion LAMSON 719. We saw a Thai's grave in the compound and many English 





written bh the walls. 

(4) From September 19, 1977 to October 21, 1978 ; . — - 

Moved to YEN HA camp by the Security Officers. This camp was about 9. kilometers 
west of Camp 1 of Joint Camp. II. ... - 

Camp leader was Lieutenant Colonel VIET who was replaced on his retirement four 
months later by Captain Uyen, about 40 years old. 

The camp population was 900 .people out of whom 535 were criminal prisoners. 

(5) From October 21, 78 to January 21, 1980 : 

Moved to VINH PHU Camp , about 140 kilometers southwest of HANOI. This was a 
very big camp with many zones. There were altogether five zones, each of which 
could house 1,000 people. I was kept in Zone J, about five kilometers away 
from Zone 5 where the camp headquarters were. My leader was captain BAKG, about 
50 years old, who was replaced later by Captain CllIEU. 

(6) From January 21, 1980 to my release on December 8, 1980 : 

Moved to THANH PHONG Camp in THANH HOA province, about 80 kilometers northwest 

of THANH HOA town. ^ 

This camp was just built in March 1979 with the capacity to hol d 900 prison ers. 

There were no criminal prisoners here. 

Camp leader was Security Major NGUYEN VAN THUY . 

I was at Zone II, ruled by Captain VU BAY. This THANH HOA camp had two zones. 

(1) Zone II, THANH PHONG, about 20 kilometers away from Lao and Vietnam frontiers. 

(2) Zone IV, THANH LAM, about 17 kilometers west of THANH PHO.NG Zone. 

(C) The prisoners I know still detained in the North from 1979 to December 1 9S0 
* 1979 in VINH PHU camp ; 



« Him- 
/■'in . 



- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HUUf 59 years old, of Division I headquarters. He was 



discharged from the army 'in January 1974. 

- Lieutenant DOAN VAN^NGO, 53 years old, of the Military Security Department. 

- Lieutenant NGUYEN VAN THIEN, 53 years old, of the Defence Ministry, former 
Military Attache assistant at the RVN Embassy in the Philippines. 
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^ * 1980 in THANH PHONG carop t l^C C ^ ^ 

/- Colonel DUONG HUU NGHIA, 55, former VINH LONG^^^^^ ...... .- 

/- Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAX, 55, former RACK GIA province chief. 

/- Colonel IRAN VAN THANG, 5?,, of Inspector General Department, of the General 

_ 

Staff. . ^ " 

i - Colonel NGUYEN VAN SAO, 49- years old, of Bureau A, Military Security. 
I- Colonel CHU VAN SANG, 50 years old, of Bureau 2. Military Security, 
i - Colonel NGUYEN KINK LUAN, 50, Commander of Unit 101 (Bureau 2) 
J - Colonel LE PHU PHUC, 50 years old. Chief of Bureau 6, Army Corps IV in CAN THO. 

Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAN, A9 years old. Chief of Bureau 2. Navy headquarters. 
^- Colonel NGUYEN VAN LUONG, 53, Planning Assistant of the Head of Che Pol-y-'./ar 

Department. 

i- Colonel IRAN KIM HOA, 52 years old. Chief of Military Bureau of the Prine 
Minister's office. 
\ - Colonel TO VAN VAN, 53 years old, former RACH GIA province chief. 
\ - Colonel NGUYEN VAN PHUC, 50, of the Eoly-war Department 

- Colonel NGUYEN QUOC HUYNH, 5A, Commander of the School of Poly-War 
\- Colonel NGUYEN VAN VINH, 55, member of the Military Bureau in Saigon. 
\- Colonel NGUYEN BA DI, 50, of the General Staff of the Poly-War Department 
\- Lieutenant-Colonel LE VAN LOI, 52, of the Military Security Department. 
Lieutenant-Colonel LIEU QUANG TRUNG, 52, of Unit 101 
\ - Lieutenant-Colonel TRAN VAN HAI, 53 of the Security group of the Presidency . 

Palace * o 

\- Lieutenant-Colonel DOAN BOI TRAN, 58, Deputy Commander of the -Poly-War school. 

Army Corps III. ■ 

\- Lieutenant VO MINH TRI, A9, District Chief of District 6, Saigon area. 
^ - Lieutenant TRAN QUANG THANG, 50, of the Military Bureau of the Presidency 
Palace 

i - Lieutenant VU VIET SINH, 57, Chief of the Interrogation Center of Army 
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Corps III in BIES HOA. 
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3 of Military 



VAN LONG, 61, Director of the Buddhist Chaplain 
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J - Lt. Colonel BUI TON DAN. A9, of the 
i- Lt. Colonel PHAN LAC PHUC, 52. of the 



Lcations Department 
P-il^^War Department 



\ 



\- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN TUYEN aka VAN QUANG, 50, of the Eol'y-War Department. 
\- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN TIEN, 50, former province Chief of BAN ME THUOT 
\- Lt. Colonel DUONG BA THE, 50, of the Navy Headquarters 

\- Lt. Colonel VU QUANG NGHINH, 51, of the General Staff of the Poly-war Dept. 
V- Lt. Colonel BUI CONG HO, 50, of the Headquarters of the 5th Infantry Division. 
\- Lt. Colonel VU VAN MI, 49. of Bureau 2, General Staff 
\- Lt. Colonel VU TRUNG MUC, 50, of the THU DUG Military Academy 
Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HXEU, A8, of the Military Security 
Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NCII. 53, of the Military Security 
Major NGUYEN KIM LUONG, 48, of Bureau 2, of the General Staff 
Major TRAN BA QUANG, AS, Bureau 3, General Staff 
Major HUYNH VAN UT, 48, of CHAU DOC Sub-sector 

Major TRUONG VAN CHAC, 50, of the Investigation Center, General Staff 
Colonel HUYNH NGOC DIEP, 58, former BAG LIEU province chief 
(This man fell seriously sick in the beginning of 1980) 

- Captain PHAM HUE NAM, 45, of the Poly-War School. This man was captured in 
August 8, 1974 in TUYEN DUG province. 

- Captain PHAM THIN. 45 years old, police officer of the Police Headquarters 
(Judiciary Police). 

- Mr. TRUONG VI TRI, 45. Representative of District 5, CHO LON. 
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(D) The prisoners released from THANH PHONG camp betwe en September arid 
Deccmber 1980 — ~ - 

^ There were altogether 49 people. . . . • . - 

] - Mr. LAM XUAN, 63, Saigon Councillor 
I - Mr. BUU THIEU, 50, Head of^ VUNG TAU Treasury 
) - Mr. NGUYEN VAN DO. 5o', prosecutor of PHUOC TUY province 
' - Lt. Colonel VU QUANG GIAI,"49, of the Poly-War Dept 
J - Major LE VAN TRUOC, A5, of the Air Force Headquarters 
J - Mr. NGUYEN TAN PHAT. 33, of the Public Service Dept. 
i - Major NGUYEN HUNG CHUONG, 57, of the Presidency Palace. 

Those released during this period of time, from September to December 1980 (49 
people) were divided into three groups, released at three different times. I 
can't remember all their names. 

(E) Namas of people who died in VINH PHU camp (whom I knew well as friends) 
In Zone I of VINH PHU camp, the death toll was very high. Counting on the num- 
ber of graves at the cemetery for political prisoners, there were \25 deaths 
from 1978 to January 19 80. I have no idea of the matter in other zones of the 

camp. / 
/ - Lt. Colonel TRUONG NGOC HOANG. 51. of Bureau 3, General Staff "^Y'^ f 
/ - Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NAM. 56, of the Logistics Department. 7^/^' 
/ - Lt. Colonel DANG BINH MINH, 46. of the Presidency Palace 7 ^ 
y - Lt. Colonel HO QUANG VONG. 53, of Army Corps III. He died in Zone II of 

VINH PHU camp. iy7>*t . 

^ - Lt. Colonel HOANG BA LAC, 51. of Bureau 2, General Staff 7t 
/ - Lt. Colonel NGUYEN QUANG HUNG, 49, of the Poly-War Department. He died in 
Zone V, VINH PHU camp in De cember 1979 . 

- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HUU. 51, of SA DEC Military sub-sector. He committed 
suicide in J anuary 198 0. 
Dear Sir. 

The above information is true to the best of my knowledge. I hope it would be 
of use to your relevant work and I will be available for any further informa- 
tion concerning the noi;thcrn reeducation camps. Sincerely yours. 




m 
m 





» »«<»-eo-i»i8«ic«ei> M i^AMtttt orrtcrts. 

THe» tao Au BUM I*. TNE c««r ro» « cM8ioeB«w.e ti^c «mo 
010 W tUClUDC *iiir KCCENT AMivALt 0» ««y T«««srt«Ees r»o- 
C««»t tN TMC NOWTN, MO MCMC •NNHUkU.T T«M»rF«»CO TO OTHfH 

•oarmw. cm sui:<« •« cu ««s o« mm t«« t« vmuah nm wovmcc. 

'•^ f "^•J.'f "•U >a0 mit AS HI6M AS 5*«e« XM l«7« 

-Ant MAO secii^AmMeo om or tmc cam* 



W JMf 1«M TP JAMUA^Y TNCHe HCCULA* 




moiitmlv.«cuascs or. »Kisoi««s riiOM SMOf m*o. at ri*sT o«^t 

• fCM HCOE ftCLCASCO *T^ A Tti« MT rttOM M>veM|ir« |««s TO 

oecfMoio i«s«» 'i^^^>K!mmtixi^^'\ it ms wwws ir 



00«6 M0A^s<M» W> A*^^ mkAognC NAX> CAvrst 



fNiii J** SONS 



..|||0pii6 MOA CAN^,' tocAim; ncao t2 

^^?|v^T*^» ^^i^ 9m>k fmwten as or iatc i«ho to 






Mi 



^tW0# coMim TNm 



eO«^OUIiO liO« 1 CONTAtMCi) 

orricns* AS or 



T THf WIOD SC»Tra€» IW TO CA»LV FCMUAW 

; ^^^%^ TMif TA«r«i MCh to TAH mttP roo H^lt MDCCSSING 

AHO ffeUAteO TKCTNe* lHT«t MISMTHS r»o» tan nu^. T*#C 
I AVCMCC •m Of KLlAtE roO* TA«I hup IT8€tr fiAS AWOfliitTCLY 

!#• A MONTN n^m SC^i^CO «|8I«6 TO THAU ?O0 #fP 

MOUTH m JAMUAttT AHO rcsmiAOT IW* On f rCMUA»Y |«aU I^M^DIATCLt 
f WPO« TCT CLU«iA« neti TEAO) A TOTAL OT $^0 MftO^EOS -*C«€ itCLCASCD fUO^ 

OOTN CAMM cm fim OOM HOA AND TMC l^tST Tiii 
01 DCniU or RCUASCi Amil rCMKIAOY 1O0| WoC VACUC. 

ACCOOOIM TO OtC •CTUMCCt HO ftCtCASCS T00« P^ACC r#0- tARtt 

fComiAOT imiL THE iirf^ or AM2L iMi iH«eii AwoTwrt co^mto ffctCAsr 

OW m TOOH OtACC« AMTMEU OCTtUHlCC^ NOPCVCOt STATED THAT 
APMOXIilATaT.^00 AitCAKO TAli NfCr ALSO TOOK ^LACC DWluC MAWCH 

^ CO^OTt SO«C Cn*iruSIO«l OlSTCO OV€P TMf 

sue or TA^ NIEO CA««#, WHICH WAS ALSO OmrTfO AS COHTAINIi^C rjVf 
ICrASATC COHPOWOS tilTft A TOTAL rOISO>tCO ^O^ULATtON or to 
StiOO |« IW TO EMLT lOOO. X<tCLiCIft6 A KrU>^F» 0^ CIVILIAN ro«-CP 



i 



11 




rLT#>;Kvr<ii^ HMmD^. tMiis^ciNirD to k? compound 



W0i 



i^^moTNCt AS Of occmtff swo TNC tea cAVii^ ^o^ulatio*^ stood it 

THIS rCLL TO S0«« 20r ttCK TftAttSrrwtTD TO 




tf^MRv TO fictEmw - :»e^ omcT riK»« tnc ca««^ took »tAcrovti» 
K^f «o iWoMAtioli MS or ahv •ctrAscs si^c 4a«iuapv mBt. 

«iv tAU CAI^ CA«iP» 00l« Ml PffOVIi«CEs AS OF OCTOSC^ 1^0* BAU LAm 



IM OOMC ilAI »ltOV|«CEt SltUAteO SOiaC t« KlLnnrrCTS MPTh C JUTtR- 

• . ■ ■ ..... 

imnrlMCIAt IIOAD 21 rVO"* mi a to MH TAH. ANO AMWVIMTetV MOPTN/SOUTM 

"^ w^Vwi:.-- • • • ■ . • ■ ■ ^"^ . 

IT Or iMffH WCr CO^SISTW or ? CO«lPOiniOSt 
^^'^^Al CO«^POU«M) 0«l£t^ir0lliiC« SOOTh VXCTi«A«ICSE ••XLITA9V 



S) COPPOUl^O T(klt SEPARATE CIVIUA^ l«iTEit»'ECS, SUC** 






e*i»MT ww'To'-miHL/S^ SHOT. 

niuuT tSCmeS acilC LESS 



y-^,'-^ . .C■^■^H'■'\^'^■• 




O - 




i 7 NOV m 



Country: 
Subjoci 



VlbTfiAH 



DaW 



28 October 



Four Re-education Casnps In Northern ond Southern 
Vletmia. 



Augu.-,6 1982 - Kebruory 19^3 
Date ol lnto»m»<-on. " * 

k. A married Vietnamese male born In 1928. The 
Source: highest level of education he achieved Is lOtn 

Grade of the French colonial syateo. 1" ^^b*;, 
,13 a Captain In the AKVN he was recruited into 
the "Red Dragon" group of the "Technical ^ervices 
division, 0 joint US/VietnBn.ese military ^n^el-i;^- 
gence organisation. In 1966, as team J-eader, he 
was parachuted into Ita Tuyer. province North Viet- 
nam, and after only five weeks was captured. He 
was held in various camps in North Vietnam untii 
1978 when he was transferred to Thanh l-hong Camp 
where he remained until his release in August 196Z. 

D. » divorced Vietnamese male born in Ba Xuyen, 
Hflu Clar.t; province in 19<43. 'Che highest level 
education he achieved is lUh Dradc, He was 

e opt i .irod in 1Q75 nhll n t- rcmino nr i rgpti i n In 

Theadquartcrs unit of the A!jVN. As a political 
xraduate he was slnjled out for special attention 
ond vas transferred to the Ha Tuyen re-education 
cami. in 1976. After one year he was transferred 
10 the Vlnh l-hu camp ur.lil May 1982. wner. he was 
moved back to southern Vietnam and held In the 
Xuan Loc (K)) camp till his relcose In Fecruary 
1963. 



The Thanh Phorit re-educotion camp If^lo^ated In the^Nhu^ 



•pjic Thanh rnor K re-sautii i^xwij v^iim^/ - - 

Xuan district of Thanh Jioa province, northern Vietnam, and la 
SaSiSd b5 Lt! Si? Nguyen Huy Thuy of the Public Security 
Police Service (Cong An). 

2. altogether there ore well In excess of 2000 prisoners, all 
mile, held in the camp which is primarily for aHVW officers, 
^artculari; those wl?h Intelligence and espionage experx.nce. 
thouah there are about 1000 common criminals, held for more 
«?^lu3 crimes" The prisoners are divl" H up into five cell 
blocks numbered Kl to as follows: 

. /Ccllblock... 
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28 October 1^5 

Date: 



InUUUence or esplonogc training. 

rpUblocH K2 - r.ore than 000 other .«nlor AHV« otncars. 
r, nh-QCk5 KVK? - alrnoat 1000 common crimlnala held for 
serious critnca* 

3. routine, conditions ""J.rfn'Krsertlorsuf fered'Ju^ 

Ime for all prisoners though those in K1 
5^^ft^ntTrr^u«/d:^rShen1^rrorns!•orced^a.o.r. 

The food ration consisted of 12 !^il«/^^,Sld'Je''3S^le'.eiteS 
or sorRhum per P^^sone'* e^^*^ "f^Jt -oiers could tirow or scavenge 
by whatever eddltloma P^{j?on"rrrelaU diseases, , 

lUselves. Death ^'^'•°^£^^-^^""iS^i^dlcll attention was available, 
as well as torture -..s coir.T.on. No ™"^cai ^^^^^^ 

A favourite trick o: some '^'^i^^^*' them tc or from the 

together groups of savagely causing the ^ 

workplace, then yank on the Si tSn? dislocation or breaking 
prisoners to fal\ f'^"«^'^«re beaten to death with rifle butt:, 
limbs, several prli-oners "f®^!"* the spot trying to 

during interrogation /^^f^jj.^f ^.^J Z\ p^r^ltted to claln, 
escape. Relatives ''^^^^^^;,'^i^?;o"prl3oners In the camp grave 
55^d!°^LS^?s:rti;;ril3 5'ts'§ JVrUl ground and the graves m 
s.«ction alone numbered around 200. 

Tlll^lTt'sTnT.- SS'St^'tlo..! ,r,..l.."o„, ..re Known 
to visit the camps, 

6. The ™ -ed-at„^^ ^^^JlieT^r^l^ 
?r.„Tf"^SSr^rHrTu;i!;'pfovince, northern Vietnam. 

7. This caa.p holds .ore than 2000 /or^er AHVN of flcer.^^ 
administered by the ^^^^^.'."Zy^t'J^rSStlng, rice and sugar 

e. Three .eals a day are provided ^--J^iiJ^f /./j^tato'mul 
pieces of potato In the ^^^^i^l^tSS. Ah^-t every tLee or four 
Salt around noon and in the e^*"*"*' „i of cooked rice and 

weeks the diet is yis .ors are allowed once 
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3. No. 

Can: 28 October 1903 



No money Is allowed. 

o Tv,-.« 1, a ircdicol clinic estnbllshed In the camp stuffed 
?• ^^IJi frnm tht PAVN The more serious medlcol cases are 
*'^!rrort , o r?ellcw Srlsoner vho is a former ARVN doctor. 
Snlfa ver? uilt^raSJ tj of drugs/medlclnes Is available and - 

Mtvmrh;rei;in8n5ch ore interred by fellow prisoners on the 
llllJoi 5Sn hSc niSStam. More than 100 former prisoner, 
are burled there* 

Public Security Service police (^ong An). 

11 The Vlnh Phu re-education camp Is located about 120 kilo 

former AHVN officers. 

12 Conditions at the camp are generally worse than those at 
the camp* 

AX Tv. M^M iOHP 800 i>ri8oner3 vere brnnsf erred by train from 
llntx llu clnl d^ in l^ong Nai r-rov^nce, southern 

Cla aal, in Dong Nai province, southern Vietnam. 

IS In reality there are two separate cnmps designated K3 and 
II' Se K3 caJp is comJanded by^Publl 'curity policeman, 
SlonI5V nh vSn T.uh Who controls ^.^^^oJ^K M^tncU« the 

Ka^d>-r^:^nt^j^«^^ 

n^iLrrrt"Sne?S! 'liil.T./C Sl^.O^rlsoners Including 

/some • • • 



Mo. 

Oaie: 28 October 1983 



some from diaaldent groups such os Cao Dal, lloa Hao, Phuc 
Quoc end the Front for the Relief of the Fatherland. 
Camp Is also divided Into three sections and holds a total 
of about 1500 former ARVN officers, civil servants and police- 
men. 

16. The conditions in both camps are roughly the same and a 
little b^^tter than La usually experienced in similar camps in 
Vietnam, The prlaoners are obliged to labour in the fields, 
but they do receive three meals a day consisting mainly of 
rice, corn and fish sauce, with salted fish or meat every 
second week. They are able to supplement their dishes with 
self grown vegetables, and as they are allowed visitors three 
tlraea a month, there is generally sufficient food and clothing. 
Also,' they are permitted to write letters home every two or 
three months, though no gifts or cash may be accepted. 

17. The camp is equipped with a clinic, though the supply of 
drugs/medicines Is extremely limited. The more serious medical 
case^; ore removed under guard to a hospital In nearby Dlen Hoa. 
Despite these improved conditions some deaths do occur at the 
camp and there are about kO graves of former prisoners in the 
vicinity of the camp, 

18. In February 1963, qui te unannounced, 180 prisoners were 
called up, body searched and letters from families and friends 
confiscated, Issued with a release certificate, given 30 Dong 
each to help them on ihelr way and were told they were free to 
leave. 
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OlST: 02 MAY 1985 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM 

SUBJ: THE DIS6AN0MEN7 OF REEDUCATION CAMPS IN NORTHERN 
VIETNAM 

DOI: FEBRUARY 1978 TO JANUARY 1985 



SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE CAPTAIN AND 
HELICOPTER PILOT. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION 
FROM FELLOW OFFICER- INMATES WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
HIS REEDUCATION CAMP AFTER THEIR CAMPS WERE 
DISBANDED. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN JANUARY 1986. 

TEXT: 1. AS OF MID- JANUARY 1985. THERE WERE ONLY THREE MAJOR 
REEDUCATION CAMPS REMAINING IN NORTHERN VIETNAM FOR THE 
DETENTION OF LARGE GROUPS OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY 
PERSONNEL AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THOSE CAMPS INCLUDED THE TAN KY 
CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE. THE NAM HA CAMP IN HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. AND THE THANH CAM CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. 

2. FROM APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1978 TO JUNE 1983 THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BO NOI VU - BNV) OF THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) CLOSED SEVERAL CAMPS IN NORTHERN 
VIETNAM. IN APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1978. THE BNV CLOSED THE 
-PHONG QUANG REEDUCATION CAMP IN LAO CAI PROVINCE BEFORE THE CHINESE 
ARMY OVERRAN THE PROVINCE. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 15 
KILOMETERS SOUTH Of THE VIETNAMESE-CHINESE BORDER. 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) INMATES 
FROM THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN KY SUBCAMP NUMBER THREE IN 
NGHE TINH PROVINCE, i COMMENT: ANOTHER SOURCE WHO WAS A 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE LIEUTENANT AT THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION 
CAMP SAID THE CHINESE ARHV PRACTICALLY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMP 
DURING ITS ATTACKS. HE SAID THE BNV TRANSFERRED THE ARVN 
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DONERS TO THE THANH CAM CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE BEFORE 
THE- CHINESE AHACXS. LATER SOURCE AND OTHER CAMP INMATES WERE 
RETURNED TO CLEAN UP THE NIBBLE AT THE LAO CAI CAMP. TREY WERE 
ORDERED TO HAUL ALL SALVAGEABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS LUMBER AND 
BRICKS FOR REUSE AT THE PHONG CAM CAMP.) (HEADQUARTERS 
COMMENT: ACCORDING TO OIA ANALYSIS. THE CHINESE AHACKED 
THE CAMP IN FEBRUARY 1979. LEAVING MINIMAL DAMAGE. LAO CAI 
WAS ACTIVE AGAIN BY MARCH 1979.) 

3. AROUND FEBRUARY 1979. THE'tHO LU REEDUCATION CAMP 
WAS CLOSED DURING CHINESE AHACKS IN HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE. 
•THE ARVN INMATES FROM THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE TAN KY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. 

4. THE PHU SON REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE WAS ALSO DISBANDED IN FEBRUARY 1979 DURING CHINESE 
AHACKS. THE ARVN PRISONERS AT PHU SON WERE SENT TO TAN KY. 

5. IN 1982. THE VINH PHU REEIXJCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE WAS DISBANDED. SOME INMATES AT THIS CAMP WERE 
RELEASED AND SENT SOUTH TO REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES. THE MAJORITY 
OF PRISONERS AT THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE HAM TAN 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN THUAN HAI PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VIHNAM. THE 
BNV CONTINUED TO USE THIS CAMP AS A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY FOR 
NORTHERN CRIMINALS. ( COMMENT: SOURCE LEARNED ABOUT THE 
CLOSURE OF THE VINH PHU CAMP THROUGH LEHERS FROM-FRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES SENT TO HAM TAN FROM VINH PHU.) 

6. IN APPROXIMATELY 1983. THE BNV CLOSED DOWN THE HA TAY 
REEDUCATION CAMP LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS WEST OF HANOI. 

THE HA TAY CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN USED TO HOLD GENERAL AND 
COLONEL GRADE OFFICERS OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES. A 
FEW SOUTH VIETNAMESE COLONELS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM HA TAY TO 
TAN KY. BUT THE MAJORITY OF THE ARVN COLONELS AND ALL OF THE 
ARVN GENERALS WERE SENT TO THE NAM HA REEDUCATION CAMP IN HA NAM 
NINH PROVINCE. 

7. THE TWANH PHONG REEDUCATION CAMP. LOCATED QUITE NEAR 
THE THANH CAM REEDUCATION CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. WAS 
DISBANDED CIRCA JUNE 1983. ABOUT 120 INMATES. INCLUDING FORMER 
GOVERWENT OF VIETNAM (GVN) CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION 
OFFICIALS. GVN POLICE OFFICERS. ARVN SPECIAL FORCES. AND A 
NUMBER OF TAIWANESE COMMANDOS AND OFFICERS FROM THE FORMER 
ROYAL LAO ARMY (FAR). 

WERE TRANSFERRED FROM THE THANH PHONG CAMP TO THE TAN KY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. THE PHONG THANH CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
ADMINISTERED DIRECTLY BY THE BNV, COMMENT: SOURCE DID 

NOT KNOW WHY THE BNV CLOSED DOWN THE THANH PHONG REEDUCATION 
CAMP.) 

8. FROM 1980 TO ABOUT MID-1983. THE BNV SENT THREE 

FAIRLY LARGE GROUPS OF INMATES FROM THE THANH CHUONG 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE. THE VINH PHU CAMP. AND 
THE THANH PHONG CAMP IN THANH HOA. TO THE TONG LE CHAN 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN SONG BE PROVINCE. THE GIA TRUNG CAMP IN 
KONTUM GIA RIA PROVINCE AND THE HAM TAN CAMP IN THUAN HAI 
PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VIETNAM. SOME INMATES FROM THE THREE 
REEDUCAION CAMPS IN NORTHERN VIETNAM WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE 
NAM HA AND TAN t\ REEDUCATION CAMPS. THE THANK CHUONG CAMP WAS 
DISBANDED IN 1981 AND 150 ARVN PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN 
KY. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO DIA ANALYSIS. THE 

PRISON CAMPS MENTIONED IN THIS REPORT. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 
PHO LU PRISON. ARE STILL ACTIVE. THEREFORE. THE SOURCE'S 
STATEMENTS THAT THE CAMPS WERE DISBANDED PROBABLY REFERS TO 
PRISON SUB-CAMPS USED FOR ARVN REEDUCATION PRISONERS THAT MAY 
HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY CLOSED DURING THE TRANSFER OF THOSE 
PRISONERS.) 
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INCLUDING 2 X MAJ, 3 X CAPt AND 1 X 2LT, ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. ~ 
Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (5 '9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 

6. SOURCE HEARD FROM ATfirHlE^ . THAT AT^ 

SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET TIEN, 1HE /HAD - 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS, EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 
VERSE WITH SOME OF THEM VIA MORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 
SOURQE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET*^ 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG^ 
AND THEN CP-3. 

7 SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979- 

80 AND K-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980-OCTOBER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1. DLHING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. MOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE-ARREST. THE WORK AREA 
FOR THE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
"KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-4. NO CONG NHAN'S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 
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CONDITIONS IN THANH PHONG CENTRAl REEDUCATION CAMP, 
THANH HOA PROVINCE, SRV (MAY iig79-AUGUST 1982) 

Thanh Phong was a national level prison iMer the direct control of the 
SRV Ministry of Interior (MOD . Inmates at 3 ctnh Phong consisted of five 
general groups: political detainees, civil detainees (i.e., common 
criminals), former officers or civil officials of the government of the 
P.-public of Vietnam (GVN), former commandos, and a special group of parolees 
designated "workers" (i.e., cong nhan). All individuals except the paoled 
"workers" were fed and cared for at the monthly rate of 12 dong per person 
regardless of inmate classification. All were housed in Identical housing and 
received identical medical care. Except for parolees all other Inmates were 
assigned similar work assignments. 

Camp staff and guard personnel treated all inmates except common 
criminals equally. The criminals were singled out for particularly harsh 
treatment, primarily physical abuse, for the most minor of infractions. PSS 
guards routinely acted toward civil detainees as if it didn't matter whether 
such individuals lived or died. This general attitude and behavior appeared 
to be a result of their view that these criminals would merely return to 
society and repeat their same criminal acts. Thus, if any died, then society 
was all the better off. The criminals, like all inmates, received specific 
sentences. Sentences for criminals ranged from six months to life 
imprisonment. Upon completion of these sentences many were resentenced to 
consecutive identical periods. While some individuals could have their 
sentences reduced for good behavior, this was the exception rather than the 
rule. Such institution of consecutive sentencing also occurred among 



political prisoners. There were two cases at Thanh Phong which demonstrated- 
the inequities of this resentencing. Le Dinh Don was a political prisoner 
first arrested by the Viet Minh prior to 1954 .when he was 16 or 17 years of 
age. He was the son of a devout Catholic family in Truong K|y District, Ha 
Dong Province. After completion of his first period of imprisonment he was 
released. The release came at the time Don's family fled the North fp** South 
Vietnam. Don was soon rearrested because of the family's flight. Although an 
average prisoner, he was resentenced to consecutive six month terms until 
August 1982 when he was finally released. He was held in almost all prisons 
in the SRV including Camp 5/Thanh Hoa and lastly Thanh Phong. He spent nearly 
thirty years in prison for no real crime. Ton That Tan, a personal secretary 
or advisor to former Emperor Bao Dai, was imprisoned by the Viet Minh in 1945. 
He remained in prison until released in 1977. He spent 32 years in prison, 
left prison when he was nearly 80 years of age, and reportedly returned to 
reside at Hue City. 

Deaths at the Thanh Phong Camp were common in all sub-camps except the 
paroled special "workers." The lack of other than limited medicine at the 
camp, unwillingness of camp cadre to permit seriously ill inmates to receive 
civilian medical care, harsh work assignments, physical brutality, and 
issuance to inmates of food provisions with no nutritional value, all were 
designed to kill off as many inmates as possible in the shortest period of 
time. The special "workers" were able to obtain fresh meat and other 
luxuries, engaged in relatively light duties, and received overall better 
care. They were never brutalized and ggnerally all survived well, even in 
prison. Few if any died while in prison. The very high death rate at Thanh 



Phong was also due to an unhealthy climate and high concentration of flies - 
which spread infection quickly among inmates. Vhe poor health of inmates also 
led to a lack of proper hygiene which further :ontributed to the rapid spread 
of diarrhea and ameobic dysentary. the two i^^nesses most associated with 
inmate deaths. Each of the five sub-camps at Thanh Phong had its own separate 
cemet^ies and inmates who died in prison were buried by other inmates at a 
cemetary nearby their sub-camp. The K-1 sub-camp medic received death reports 
weekly from medics at sub-camps K-2, K-3. K-4, and K-5. The death notices 
were tabulated and forwarded by the K-1 medic to the Thanh Phong Camp medical 
officer who presumedly retransmitted them to the Prisons Management Department 
(Cue Quan Ly Trai Giara) of the Ministry of Interior (Bo Noi Vu). The death 
notices identified the deceased by name, reeducation camp inmate number, date 
of birth, date of detention, sentence, date of death, and cause of death. 
While over 90 percent of all deaths were other than the direct result of 
brutality, at least one of every ten deaths was the direct and immediate 
result of guard administered beatings. Camp cadre normally certified deaths 
by inmates who died of beatings but such deaths were shown on death 
certificates as the result of natural causes. Of the 90 percent who died 
other than as a result of beatings, most were criminals and most had been 
beaten often in the past. Sub-camp K-1 had a normal inmate population of 
approximately 300 inmates. Deaths at K-1 averaged 50 per year for each year 
during the period mid-1979 to mid-1982. By comparision, there were few deaths 
at camp K-4 during this period because half the 200 plus inmates at K-4 were 



paroled special "workers." Sub-camp K-3 had approximately 300 inmates, all 
common criminals, and their death rate was perhaps 50 percent higher than K-l. 
Sub-camp K.2 had approximately 500 inmates, 400 former GVN officers and 
officials, and 100 criminals. Deaths at K-2 were slightly below K-l and tt)en 
primarily among the criminal inmate group. Sub-camp K-5 had approximately 300 
criminal inmates and a death rate similar to K-3. 

During May 1979 - August 1982 there was only one period of time when camp 
conditions improved. In the late spring of 1981 an inspection team from the 
MOI Prisons Management Department arrived at Thanh Phong. The team was headed 
by Public Security Service (PSS) LTC Hoang Thanh, an infamously brutal senior 
department cadre whose duties appeared to be associated with inspections of 
SRV prisons under MOI control. All camps were cleaned up prior to his 
arrival. His visit only lasted two days. One month later the camp was 
visited by Tran Quyet. MOI Deputy Minister. Again, the camp was cleaned up 
prior to his arrival which lasted only one day. One month after Tran Quyet 
departed, the camp was cleaned again for a visit by PSS Major General (Thieu 
Tuong) Le Huu Qua. General Qua stayed at the Thanh Phong headquarters 
adjacent to K-l for two days. General Qua is the senior PSS officer 
responsible for all inmates in MOI prisons (phu trach pham binh pham can). 

Medical treatment at Thanh Phong was limited. Each sub-camp had two 
medics either trained as medics prior to imprisonment or given on-the-job 
training by sub-camp medical personnel. The only inmates who were graduate 
doctors were normally found among the GVN inmates. The medics were all 
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Inmates whose duties included diagnosis, treltWnt. care of in-patients, and^ 
related medical administrative duties. There re no operations performed at 
Thanh Phong because there was no surgical equipment. Any surgery required was 
performed only at the local Nhu Xuan District Hospital. Medics often 
reconmended those seriously ill be sent to NhU Xuan. Those who had enlarged 
appendixes were sent to Nhu Xuan and usually recovered. One RVNAF officer, 
LTC Nguyen Van (FNU), former chief of internal security for Kien Tuong 
Province, was sent to Nhu Xuan in approximately March 1978. He had both 
throat and mouth cancer. His wife visited him at Nhu Xuan and he died at K-2 
after his release from Nhu Xuan Hospital. She was later advised of his death 
by the MOI and as of 1984 she was residing at 178 Vo Duy Nghi, Phu Nhuan. Ho 
Chi Minh City. 

Medicine was, normally provided to Thanh Phong each quarter by an 
unidentified supply element of the MOI. During periods of unexpected shortage 
the prison medical officer did obtain medicine from Thanh Hoa Province Civil 
Health Dispensary and Thanh Hoa Province Women's Association. Medicines were 
requested quarterly by the prison PSS medical officer who received medicines 
on approximately the 15th day of the third month in each calendar quarter. 
Medicines supplied each sub-camp could only meet 25 percent of the routine 
heeds of only the most seriously ill. For example, K-1 normally received the 
following each month: 

- 50 vials Penecilin (500,000 units ea.) 

- 50 vials Tetranyacin (1.000,000 units ea.) 



. 1 Bottle 200 Ganidan tablets (50 Mg.) 

- 1 bottle 200 Ganidin tablets (50 Mg.) 

- "Xuyen Tam Bien," 400 tablets, locally manufactured compressed herbal 

medication 

- 1 bottle, 100 grams, Sulfat Natri (stomach ache treatment) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, aspirin (.50 mg) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, "optalidon" pain medicine (.05 mg) 

- 1 bottle (}uinine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Nivaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Novaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

Medicines received were often of Soviet or East Bloc manufacture. Most 
medicines indicated they should not be stored at temperatures over 23 degrees 
C but since no temperature controls existed they were normally dept in rooms 
up to 40 degrees C. Use of expired medicines was the norm. 

One of the primary reasons for poor inmate health was the lack of 
nutritious food. Inmate care and feeding was determined by the monthly 
allowance of 12 SRV dong per inmate per month. This allowance was used to 
cover the cost of all food and medicines. Inmate medical needs were 
calculated at 3 xu per person per day (100 xu = 1 dong). There were no 
vitamins available to supplement the food allowance which consisted of the 
following per month per person: 

- 12 Kg. cereal products, generally 70 percent wheat flour. Dried manioc 
was substituted for up to 50 percent of the cereal product from time-to-time. 



Rice was supposed to constitute 30 percent of 1>he cereal allottment. No rice- 
was supplied in 1979 - 1980 and less than 30 phent during 1981 - 82. 

- Fresh meat. Supplied only four times per year: noon meal to 
celebrate International Labor Day on 1 May, A..on meal to celebrate SRV 
national day on Z September, and one meal on 1 Janaury for the New Years Day. 
Meat on each of these days was 200 grams per person and was subtracted from 
the monthly food allottment. The fourth occasion was one meal each day for two 
flays, on the first and second days of the Lunar New Year, not to exceed 500 
grams per person, total. The cost of this meat was also subtracted from the 
monthly food allottment. Inmates all engaged in vegetable farming and raised 
pigs. Pigs were finally eaten when they died. 

Thanh Phong inmate medical personnel included the following: 
" _ K-1: - former commando. Released 8/82. 



- Mai Nhue Anh, former commando. Released 8/82. 

- Nguyen Huu Nghia former commando. Replaced 

Released 1983 and returned to reside in HCMC. Nghia 's older 
brother was RVNAF major Nguyen Huu Le, still held in 
K-2/Thanh Phong. 

- (LNU) Su, former pickpocket, trained to replace Mai Nhue Anh. 
- K-2: - Former RVNAF LTC (Dr.) Ho Dac Su, assigned in Saigon prior to 

30 Apr 75. LTC Su had an uncle. Dr. Ho Dac Di , a professor at 
the Hanoi Medical College. 

- One medic assistant, name unknown. 
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- K-3: - Dr. Nguyen Van Ngu, fromer resident of Kinh Giang Village, - 

Thuy Nguyen District, Hai Phong municipality. Served as camp 
doctor of K-2 in 1979 - 80, Transferred to K-3 in June 
1981. Released from prison in October 1981. 

- K-4: - Unknown. 

- K-5: - Nguyen Van Huan, former PAVN Sgt. , previously sentenced to 

life imprisonment on murder conviction, reduced to 20 years 
hard l?bor. 

- (LNU) Quang, former PAVN NCO, escaped early 1982 and according 
to local Thanh Phong Village residents fled to PRC. Heard on 
PRC radio broadcast indentified as PAVN 2nd LT. 



(RO Comment: Source of information is sc. , a former commando and 
team chief of d>vta He was captured in NVN in mid-1967. He served as 
K-1 medic from 1979-1982 and was responsible for referenced death statistics 
reporting. He has reported reliably in other areas but his overall reporting 
reliability has not been determined.) 

A 

SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-12 
VS Desk Officer 
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JCRC REPORT JB6-006, ALLEGED FIRST HAND OBSERVA- 
TION OF ONE AMERICAN PO^T NEJPR YEN BAI HOANG 
LIEN SON (P): HEARSAY CONCERNING ALLEGED 
RECOVERY OF TW U.S. DOGTAGS 



DOB: 

LAO CAl (P); 
PRESENT LOCATION: 



1. SOURCE: NAME: 0< 
^ 37; P06: ^ 
FORMER POSniON: CPT ARVN ^ 

001: 1976-77; MAP USED: NC 48-10; SERIES 
1501: DATE OF INTERVIEW: 2 FEB 85; NAME OF INTERVIEWER: 
MR. G. E. BELL. GS-13 DOO; OTHER: ARRIVED JAPAN 
64. 

2 SUMMARY: SOURCE. A 38 YOA MALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CPT ASSIGNED TO THE LOCAL FORCES IN KIEN HOA 
PROVINCE PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED 
FIRST HAND OBSERVATION OF ONE U.S. POW AT INTERCAHP I 

HO YEN BAI (VK 8799) HOANG LIEN SON, AND HEARSAY CONCERN- 
ING THE RECOVERY OF TWO U.S. DOGTAGS NEAR YEN BAY. END 
OF SUMMARY. 

3 SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME DURING LATE 1976 
UNTIl LATE 1977 (NOT SURE IF EXACT TIME DUE TO 10 YEAR 
TIME LAPSE) WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN CAMP 11 OF 
INTERCAMP 1 (TRAI 11. LIEN TRAl 1) IN THE YEN BAI AREA 
(VK 8799) OF HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE. HE OBSERVED ONE 

U S. POW. SOURCE STATED THAT AT THE TIME OF HIS OBSERVA- 
TION HE WAS ON A RATIONS PICKUP DHAIL AND HAD BEEN TASKED 
TO CARRY RICE FROM THE HEADQUARTERS AREA OF INTERCAMP 
1 BACK TO-CAMP 11 WHERE HE WAS HELD. SOURCE MADE THE 
RATIONS PICKUP RUN PERIODICALLY FOR THREE MONTHS AND 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN THE AMERICAN ON ALMOST EVERY 
OCCASION. 

4 SOURCEGSTATED THAT HE FIRST OBSERVED THE 
AMERICAN OPERATING A BULLD02ER LEVELING LAND WHERE 
CADRE QUARTERS WERE BUILT AT INTERCAMP 1 HQ. SOURCE 
OFTEN SAW THE MAN STANDING AROUND VEHICLES IN THE 
INTERCAMP 1 PARKING AREA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE THE 
AMERICAN PERFORMING ANY OTHER DUTIES NOR DID SOURCE SEE 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS OR FOREIGNERS IN THE AREA. SOURCE 
RECALLED THAT THE AREA WHERE THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED WAS CALLED DONG THIEU (ODOONGF THIEEUFk 
SOURCE HEARD FROM GUARDS THAT THE NEAREST VILLAGE WAS 
APPROX FOUR TO FIVE KM FROM THE CAMP AND WAS CALLED 

ACTION 

INFO USDP:ISA(1) US0P:M1A(1) CJCS(4) DJS:C) JKl) 
J3(8) NIDSC) J5(2) CMB 0C<1) JSOA(l) SEC0EF(9) 
USDP(ll) ASD:FM&P(1) AS0:PA(1) V0-PW(2) IWCC) 
DIA(l) V0-PW1(2) VO-PW2(2) 

^NSC WASHINGTON DC 

40CSA WASHINGTON DC 

♦CNO WASHINGTON DC 

+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 

f ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 

4CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
SECTlONAL(l) 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 
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DONG PHU (OOOONGF PHUF). SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THAT 
THFCAMP HQ WAS LOCATED NEAR A LARGE LAKE. SOURCE 
HEARD FROM FELLOW INMATES (COMMON RUMOR) THAT THE MAN 
HE SAW WAS AN AMERICAN POW WHO WAS ALREADY AT THE CAMP 
WHEN SOURCE ARRIVED THERE. ON ONE OCCASION WHILE CARRY- 
ING RICE ALONG A ROAD NEAR HERE THE MAN WAS STANDING. 
ONE OF THE IIWATES WITH SOURCE SPOKE TO THE MAN THROUGH 
THE FENCE IN ENGLISH. THE NAN ANSWERED BACK IN VIH- 
NANESE SPEAKING THE NORTHERN DIALECT BUT NOT FLUENTLY. 
THE NAN SAID THAT HE WAS ORIGINALLY FROM THE COUNTRY 
OF OULE BUT WAS NOW AN AMERICAN. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR 
THfrn MENTION HIS NAME BUT THE NAN DID SAY THAT HE WAS 
AN NCO WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED LONG AGO. 

5. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE NAN AS BEING 1.75*1.6 

METERS TALL. SLIM BUILD. FAIRLY SHORT DARK CURLY HAIR. 
NO BEARD MUSTACHE OR SIDEBURNS. K) APPARENT SCARS. 
WOUNDS OR INJURIES, 30-40 YOA. AND DARK CONPLEXIOMNN 
SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE MAN WORE AN OLD MILHARY SHIRT 
AND TROUSERS WHH NO HAT. AND CANVAS MILITARY SHOES. 
SOURCE HEARD (COMMON RUNOR) THAT THE NAN HAD NARRIED 
A VIETNAMESE BUT SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY WIFE OR 
CHILDREN. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY PHS. SOURCE 
DID NOT NOTICE ANY RING. WATCH. OR OTHER JEWELRY. 
SOURCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY CAMERA. WEAPON. SHOULDER 
P(X)CH. OR OTHER E(}UIFNENT IN THE MAN'S POSSESSION. 
SOURCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY EYEGLASSES OR SUNGLASSES. 
SOURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE (SOURCE) WAS TRANSFERRED 
FROM YEN BAY IN LATE 1977 HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ABOUT 
THE AMERICAN AGAIN. 

6 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE HELD IN CAMP 11 HE 

HEARD FROM FORMER ARVN CPT NGUYEN VAN NHO THAT HE HAD 
HEARD ABOUT THE DISCOVERY OF TWO U.S. DOGTAGS FROM SOME 
INMATES OF CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD FROM NHO THAT WHILE 
HE WAS PICKING UP RICE AT INTERCAMP 1 HQ HE HEARD FROM BT 
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AUBJEH: JCRC REPORT J86-006. ALLEGED FIRST HAND OBSERVA- 

THE CAMP 14 INMATES (U/I) THAT THEY HAD FOUND THE DOG- 
TAGS WEN THEY HAD BEEN GATHERING BAT MANURE FROM A 
CAVE CALLED HANG DOI (BAT CAVE) WHICH WAS IN THE SIDE 
OF A MOUNTAIN NEAR CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE 
IWATES KEPT THE D06TAGS AND HID THEM AT THEIR CAMP. 
SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE NAMES OF THE AMERICANS 
PRINTED 0 THE TAGS- SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT ANY 
REMAINS FOUND IN THE CAVE. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS. ANY GRAVES. OR REMAINS OF AMERI- 
CANS IN VIETNAM. 

7 SOURCE STATED THAT WHILE HELD IN SUBCAMP 

2'(PHAN TRAI HAD OF THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP IN THANH 
HOA PROVINCE NEAR THE BORDER OF LAOS AND VIETNAM. HE 
SAW APPROX 200 FORMER COMMANDOS WHO HAD BEEN TRAINED 
AND INFILTRATED INTO NORTH VIETNAM BY THE U.S. GOVERN- 
MENT. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE MEN WERE REFERRED TO 
AS AMERICAN COMMANDOS (BIET KIpH MY) BY GUARDS. 
SOURCE RECALLED ILT NGUYEN THAI KIEN. CPT LUYEN (LNU*. 
CIVILIAN HAl (LNU). AND CIVILIAN fiMX^ WHO WAS 
SOURCE*S NEPHEW. SOURCE STATED THAT ^Sm HAD BEEN 
BLINDED IN ONE EYE* DURING CAPTURE AND WAS RELEASED 
SOMETIME AFTER SOURCE DEPARTED IN 1981 AND RESIDED IN 

r> A TA >-AM DONG (P). SOURCE 

RECALLED ONE OTHER CIVILIAN COMMANDO TEAM LEADER WHO 
WAS CALLED OIEU CHINH THACH. IN ADDITION TO THE COM- 
MANDOS WHO WERE HELD IN SUBCAMP 1. HE RECALLED SEEING 
FOUR ORIENTAL MALES WHOM OTHER INMATES SAID WERE 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED DURING BOAT IN- 
FILTRATION AT MON CAY IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. SOURCE 
MET ANOTHER INMATE FROM SUBCAMP 1 WHO COULD SPEAl LAO. 
THE MAN SAID THAT HE WAS ETHNIC LAO AND HAD BEEN A 
ILT IN THE FRENCH ARMY. THE MAN SAID THAT HIS HOME 
WAS-IN XAM THOEI (NFI) AND THAT HE HAD BEEN CAPTURED 
INSIDE LAOS LONG AGO. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR 
ABOUT ANY OTHER FOREIGNERS. EURASIANS. OR AMERASIANS 
IN VIETNAM. 

6 SOURCE MOVED FROM HIS P06 IN 

LAO CAI (P) TO HANOI IN 1947. SOURCE RESIDED 

IN HANO' AT 16/4 PHD DUONG THANH STREET AND STUDIED AS 
A SHIP WELDER UNTIL 1954 WHEN HE WAS MOVED BY THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT TO A CAMP FOR THAI ETHNIC MINORITY REFUGEES 
LOCATED IN LAT HOUANG (V) XIENG KHOUANG (P) LAOS. IN 
1958 SOURCE MOVED TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE RESIDED ON SAI 
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XW STREH AND WORKED AS A VENDOR. IN 1959 SOURCE WAS 
tSeTTLEO to TUNG NGHIA (V) DUC TRONG (D) TUYEN OUC (P) 
(NOW PART OF LAM DONG) WHERE HE WORKED AS A FARMER. 
SOURCE ENTERED MILHARY SERVICE IN 1961 AS AMEMBER OF 
A LOCAL FORCES UNH UNDER THE COMMAND OF CATHOLIC PRIEST 
NGUYEN LAC HOA IN THE HAI YEN SPECIAL 20NE (BIET KHU HAI 
YEN) AGROVIUE IN AN XUYEN (P). W 1965 SOURCE AUENDEO 
CLASS 10 OFTHE COMPANY CQmMDERS COURSE IN TKU DUC 
TRAINING CENTER. AFTER TRAINING AT THU DUC FOR APPROX 
10 WEEKS SOURCE COMPLETED RANGER TRAINING (CLASS 21) AT 
THE DUC NY TRAINING CENTER NEAR NHA TRANG. SOURCE THEN 
COMPLETED SPECIAL PARACHUTE (AIRBORNE RANGER) CLASS 10 
OF THE TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT m KY THUAT), SOURCE 
GRADUATED ON 2D NOVEMBER 1966 AFTER THREE WEEKS OF GROUND 
SoONE WEEK OF JUMP TRAINING. SOURCE WAS RHAINED AT 
LONG THANH AS A TAaiCAL INSTRUCTOR UNTIL THE "TET- 
OFFENSIVE. WHILE AT LONG THANH SOURCE'S ADVISERS WERE A 
CPT REED AND A BLACK MSG (PRONOUNCED LIKE MOTE OR MOAT 
BY SOURCE). (SOURCE HAD A PHOTO OF HIMSELF IN MILHARY 
UNIFORM WITH TWO AMERICAN ADVISORS. AND TWO OTHER PHOTO- 
GRAPHS TAKEN OF SOURCE DURING JUMP TRAINING). AFTER 
THE -TH- OFFENSIVE SOURCE WAS REASSIGNED TO THE 4/454 
LOCAL FORCE BN IN KIEN HOA. AS OF 30 APRIL 1975 SOURCE 
RESIDED AT T> A T* A 

9 SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE NEW CCM4UNIST GOVERN- 

MENT ON 1 MAY 1975. SOURCE WAS HELD IN CAI QUAO (V) 
HUONG MY (D) KIEN HOA UNTIL JULY 1975 WHEN HE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO CAO LANH RE-ED CAMP, KIEN PHONG. IN LATE 
1975 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO CHI LANG RE-ED CAMP. CHAU 
DOC IN EARLY 1976 SOURCE WAS TRANSPORTED BY VEHICLE 
TO CAN THO THEN TRANSFERRED TO A SHIP ENROUTE TO NORTHERN 
VIETNAM SOURCE WAS HELD IN CAMP 9 INTERCAHP 1 FOR 
APPROX ONE MONTH. THEN TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 11 INTERCAMP 
1 YEN BAY. APPROX TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO THE PRC AHACK 
ON NORTHERN VIETNAM SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO PHU SON 4 BT 
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CITE: »12^ FEB B6 

SUBJECT: JCRC REPORT J86-006. ALLEGED FIRST HAND OBSERVA- 

RE-ED CAMP IN BAG THAI (P). SOURCE WAS HELD IN PHU SON 
4 FOR APPROX THREE MONTHS, THEN TRANSFERRED TO THANH 
PHONG RE-ED CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. SOURCE WAS RE- 
LEASED FROM RE-EDUCATION IN SEPTEMBER 1981. (SOURCE 
HAD IN HIS POSSESSION RELEASE PAPERS DATED 10 SEPTEMBER 
1981 AND SIGNED BY PSS ILT NGUYEN DUY OUC. NUMBER (SO) 
238 GRT (GIAY RA TRAD. SOURCE HAS A NEPHEW IN THE U.S.. 
b:> A. -r A. 
TO U.S. VIA OOP ON 19 MAR 84. CURRENTLY 
RESIDING T> A -r-A, 

SOURCE STATED THAT PRIOR TO 1975 NEPHEW WAS AN AREA 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST FOR USAID IN GO CONG. SOURCE 
STATED THAT DURING HIS SERVICE WITH THE 4/454 BN HIS 
SENIOR ADVISOR WAS *MR KOTZEBU' WHO WAS LATER REPLACED 
BY -MR mm i. PARKER-. SOURCE ALSO HAD IN HIS POS- 
SESSION A CERTIFICATE OP ETHNIC MINORITY STATUS INDICAT- 
ING THAT HE WAS ETHNIC THAI. THE CERTIFICATE 
ISSUED BY THE GVN MINISTRY OF ETHNIC MINORITItS DEVELOP- 
MENT AND DATED 22 FEB 71. WAS SIGNED "Y CHON MLO BUON 
DUV SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WILL BE FOR- 
WARDED SEPARATELY. 

10 COMMENT: SOURCE MADE A PLEA FOR RESETTLEMENT 
IN THE U.S.. SOURCE STATED THAT HE HAD APPLIED FOR OOP 
THREE YEARS AGO AND DECIDED TO FLEE BY BOAT WHEN HE 
DIDN'T RECEIVE ANY ANSWER. SOURCE STATED THAT AFTER 
BEING RESEHLED IN JAPAN HE RECEIVED AN OOP FORM DATED 
15 JULY 1985 AND INDICATING t>A-TA SOURCE STATED 
THAT HIS WIFE \^Arf^^ DP06 6 FEB 47 BEN TRE. 
HOUSEWIFE. AND HIS FOUR CHILDREN ARE STILL RESIDING AT 

11 SOURCE WAS SHOWN PHOTOGRAPHS BUT WAS NOT 
ABLE TO MAKE A POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION. SOURCE COM- 
MENTED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GARWOOD (POST RELEASE 
PHOTO WHH GARWOOD STANDING BESIDE AIRCRAFT) WAS SIMILAR 
BUT THAT THE MAN HE SAW WAS MUCH SLIMMER THAN THE MAN IN 
THE PHOTO AND ALSO HAD MUCH SHORTER HAIR THAN THE MAN 

IN THE PHOTO. 
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Sources indicate a prison c or-r e x "1 oc a t e d i n ja^u^^U^orJw^^ 
North Vietnam consists of a HeadquarteTs compound and subcamps K-1 
through K-5. The HQ and K-l compounds are co-located at 193655N 1052020E. 
UTM WG355688. K-2 through K-5 are believed to be located Northwest of K-1. 
K-4 had parolee's quartered and a sawmill adjacent to the K-4 compound. 
According to ..ava i 1 a bl e reporting this facility was established in late 
1978 or early 1979 as Thanh Phong Prison (AKA Thanh Lam). As late as 
early 1979 Thanh Phong Prison might have consisted of just two subcamps. 
During 1979 this camp system was expanded due to prison transfers expandin- 
the inmate population. This facility had its largest inmate population 
in 1981. By 1982 the inmate population was decreasing due to inmates bein 
released or transfered to other prisons and sources further indicate that 
some subcamps or possibly the entire facility might have been closed in 
mid 1983. We a^e unable to determine whether this facility is still activ 
and. if active, at what levels of activity it is maintained at. 

with all changes annotated be made for all four periods listed abo 
Also request that the area within points 19364N 1052348E. 193436N 1052127E 
193857N 1051619E and 194018N 1051602E be searched for the subcamps K-2 
through K-5. If located request that /Y)^ 

This information will greatly support the VO-PW 

Collection Strategy. 

ENCL: ' 
l-l;50,000mapofarea 



at Songkhla. Thailand, on 20 April 81. SC had previously been inteTviev:ed^^:<:J- 
other Anerldan officials (report' attached), and 6C had also sent a letter -tofj 
the refugee office (copy attached). As a follov-up to testimony ::pi:esentedv^n.:^ 
the letter and previous interview, SC was asked to expand on Information re- - 
c-ardlng .sightings of live Americans and the gravoslte loc.itU.r.s of Americans 
vho died in captivity. In questioning SC the letter he had sent was referred 
to as the basis for this interview, and JCRC interviewer made ho nentlon of. 
Ills previous Interview by the other officials. 

2 In this ir.tervitw Sd' stated that he had been in many .different detention 
caCT-.;£ since- his Ciipivra in July 1966. culminating with his transfer to Thanh 
I-r.'carap in Octo-bei 1979. This cstr.p is a subordinate camp to Tlianh Phong 
c'np, two ki2c.:;.eters i.wav r.oar the district tcu^^ of Nhu Xuan in the northern 
province of Thanh Hon. S(> >ms un;-bl.. to .',ct€ru:ine the exact location of, 
either canp on the r.ap j-rovidc-d, ^:n-i at one pr-inr -aid the cat.:p.<= were not, far . 
fron; Thanh Hon province town. It was at tVAr- l. rarion that Sd. said he saw 
••eyacrlv 30 AtT,pric.-?ns" boii.p lic-id in tr:-.;'r r..;!-:-.- . t c encl..s-..:r' s nhcvr 26 kilp- 
mcters southvest of Thanh ham carp. r.e s;=id his -iiihtir.K of those Amei icans,^.,._ 
occurred when he and three other pris-.i-rr wovt f ti.nther limestone rQCtks :-in 
this area tvice a wceV froir. October iv79 until hi^ vscr.pe in >Jovcn;..er of UffO. 
AsVed how many tin-.cs he snw the Ar„er i Cr.ns , c^;;, 'ii'j ^-'^^^ figuring and said he 
had st.en then; about 92 times over a period ol Ay wreks. These sightings were 
gennrallv wade from a distance of 25 to 30 meters away and on each occasion 
lasted abt>ut 8 hours, g<:^ stated. The Americans were held in three locations 
seven kilometers apart in a triangular arrangement, according to SC^ and held 
in groups of twelve, ten, and eight respectively. There had been about AO 
n-..-)ro x^-ho died and were hurlftd In the area according to what cald a local 
farmer named Al/l/w£ had. told him. S<^3ald he was taken to that area 

twice a week with three other prisoners, /t/^^ and 

/l/'j4^e all 35 to 38 years old and all captured in North Vietnam (Giao 

in 196A, Tiep and Ninh in 1967) while on clandestine activities in Mong Cai 
and Thanh Hoa . The four of them worked at the removal of limestone rocks 
prevalent in that area. The "American" prisoners thati't said he saw were also 
generally engaged in carrying or crushing limestone rock when not standing or 
sitting idly in their enclosure. • ^ 
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3'^^^ asked how he knew; these prisoners were American, 5i>sald fixs^^that i 

he recognized them because^ of v^helr racefCabQ^^ 

^^ later vheni^ thei^lntifvlewerfqiiest 

said- that iv^. and a VC^cadre^had told hinr the^ prisoners were all' Airierlr- ;? 
cans captured in the North in aircraft-related incidents! When asked how he 
knew the exact number in each enclosure and the location of each enclosure, 

■' Sc. drew a diagram. showing the three enclosures in a triangular formation in- 
dicating a distance of 7 kilometers between them, and a dirt road that went 
by in close proximity to two of the enclosures. This was the route he said 
they used to approach the area and on these occasions he observed the Ameri- . 
cans in the two enclosures. Then he said on sor.e occasions his labor detail 
was taken close to the other enclosure (which was at least 5 kilometers from 
the dirt road) where he observed the other Americans. At no time did he see 
all the Americans together because, as he put it, the Americans never vent 
more than 100 meters from their enclosures. He described the enclosures as 
being barbed wire fences containing two buildings made of large banboo. One 
building was for living and the other was for dining, according to Each 
American had four armed public security guards supervising him, 50 said, for 
a total of 120 guards, all of whom lived outside the enclosures. The Ameri- 
cans were fed tapioca which they grew in little gardens in their area, accord- 
ing to SC 

4 Asked if anyone V.u.sides the three fellow prisoners and the local villager 
named M seen the Americans, 5^ said that many people originally from 
that area had seen them but were forced to move away from the enclosure area. 

for instance, had to rcove five kilometers south of the enclosures. SO 
caid no one else in the Thanh Lam or Tlianh Phong camps would know ftbout the 
Aruer leans because he and the other three witnesses were kept inconimunicadc 
from the rest and were shackled with leg irons. In the year or so thatiTO 
was in Thanh Lam camp he said he never discussed the Americans with the other 
inmates. He could not provide the names of any guards who saw the Americans 
although he believes all camp staff were aware of their existence. The Thanh 
Phong/Thanh Lam camp commander was aJAM^ about 48 years old. 

5 In answer to questions about the description of the American prisoners, 
was very general. Some were tall, some not so tall, all were thin and 

weak. Some had long hair, some shaved heads, one or two balding, most had 
beards, etc. One, he said, had a bad left leg and had to use a crutch to get 
around. All the prisoners wore prison uniforms with wide (about 2") alternating 
red and violet stripes. All were barefoot. SC- ^aid was never close enough 
to hear the Americans talking to each other but heard the guards address them 
in Vietnamese which they seemed to understand.^ The guards all wore the yellow 
Public Security Police uniforms and carried AKA7 rifles. 

6 £.a said he believes the Americans are still being held in that location 
and expects that they will continue to die off because of their weak condition 
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and difficult erivironinent. He said he had seen some mounds of earth which 
his guard said were graves of dead Americans. Asked how many he saw^he 
quickly answered, .''Fourteen, but there were 40 all together", ^c:, sall^.the 
graves were in the general vicinity of the enclosures on, the side wl^^^fs,.^^^^^^^ 
the other enclosures . . He was vague . about the four teen-gray es he saw^-atr^f irst; ; 
saying they were hear one enclosure, later saying they were at separate sen- 
closures and finally when confronted with his contradiction he. said he , . 
couldn't remember clearly. .-■ 

7. Regarding his three fellow prisoners /v^/^'T^^S .^"^ 
yy/<)(i^^ said he believes they are still prisoners but may have 

been transferred to another camp by now. He did not know the birthplace or 
residence of any of these men but said they were all former commandos (bl?t 
Kich) from "Ha To Do'c Mdl". (Interviewer is not familiar with this designa- 
tion) . Regarding A^/^^S he is still farming in Nhu Xuan District but S^^ 
could not pinpoint the location of "ouse or where he did his farming. 

It seemed from S<^'s account that t^fit^ kept popping up at various locations 
including the area of the American prison enclosures. could not account 

for his freedom to talk with when he was held incoir-munlcado at the camp 

except to say that his gunrds were lax at the work site. This was also the 
reason ?,iven for his evc^ntual escape. 

8 Coi-j-ents: Sixteen vcr-rs in prison comns have apparently taken their toll 
or S6 who rppt-ars to be' soiuewli.-jt ;:n;.t;-:ble. He adT:^itf to recurring >.alar ia 
att.-cks and deliriuri, and .U tiroes dijring the interview had difficulty sorting 
out the facts as he reneinbered then;. Contradictions were quite common m his 
tcstiiKonv and each tinie they vc.re pointed out he became flustered and attempted 
to explain without success. Complicating matters throughout this interview 
was a TT.an named fs/A^B ^ f^^"'^^ ARVN Ranger who 

was SC. friend and sat in on the interview. He continually tried to answer 
questions tox gc including those concerning detailed descriptions of the 
American prisoners, even though he admittedly was not a witness, had never 
been in captivity and was unfamiliar with the area in question. Sc however, 
insisted that sit In on the interview to "help" him. Another individual 
had been used to write the letter in English (attached), but this individual, 
whom<fr and »;o-sS would not name, had already left Songkhla for resettlement. 
This man was not a witness either, just a recent acquaintance who was good in 
English. Because of the importance of this testimony, the interviewer continu- 
ally cautioned .J^ to be as accurate as possible (and /va>,f to be as quiet as 
possible), which apparently angered^^- at times. He appeared to resent quest- 
ions obviously intended to test his veracity and expected . his general state- 
■ ments to be accepted at face value. 1^ attitude and demeanor throughout the 
interview left the interviewer with the opinion that part or all of this 
story may have been fabricated. The only motivation which can be offered for 
such a possible fabrication might lie In ^^<^ knowledge of a statement by the 
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Chief of the U.S. Refugee Section to the effect that had- no;^inilItaj 



Atch; 

1. Report of previous interview 

2*. Letter to U.S. Refugee Office 

3. Map which accompanied previous report 






'iV^ 'Dufin 23-24 March iVfil-;-^^^^^^ yietnamese ..; 

refugee sd^ , said he was a prisoner 

North Vietnauiese prison camps iEor the last 14 years 
and that he saw prisoners of war on several occasions. 

said the last time he saw the Americans was in ' 
September 1980. Following is a chronology of events that 
led up to his capture by PAVN troops while on a special 
operation mission in North Vietnam (which can be verified) 
and later while he was a prisoner of war until he escaped 
in November 1980. 

2. $<L said he was born 2>»^-r>^ 

said he and his family fled to South Vietnam in- 
mid-1954 and settled at Tan Viet Village, Tan Binh.^,;; 
District,. Dinh Province. attended primary school in 

•\>A.-fA attended the t>Af.'^. 

(formerly hA-rA ), unUV.inid-:1.96^^ - 

when he went to work at his father ^ s construction com^^^ 
In late 1963rearly 1964 "He joined' aiVPeople'.s>Org^ 
(p robably c ehsus -gr i e vance ) and Vr ajsf; as s ign.ed tplt^lie^ t ; ■^'n^r:'^ 
i n f o rna t lo n on ' Vi e t c bn g ~ a c t i v i ty .in i- 1 h e are a p f ^l^S^^S'^^ ' -i^ 
Gia-Kiem. Grot No Village, Q-Long Khiihh Prpviricejri?^^;^^ ^ ■ 

the organization was later redesignated the Ruf al'i^fy.^p^^^ 
Development Cadre (RDC) '. ^c said he was later assTgned ; 
to Chuong Tien- Province^ and / whi le " Working ; in ar^'nei^;:^: • ' ' 
life hamlef'V was captured in April; 1963 by. the-Vietcong - 
and detaiihed for about three months . • He was released in 
July 1973; • .:. 
. 'V.. fr,...r» . ■ . .. ■ ? • ■ ■■■ ' 
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3/ In November 1964 JC returned home to- T>fi^A 

\c. said that in December 1965 he was recruited ... 
bv the Technical Exploitation Office (later redesignated 
the 7th Technical Office). said that the^commander of ^ 

the Technical Exploitation Office was a/a^S^ 

said that he attended a training course at the 
Cai-Mai'^InteiiigenL School, near General Staff Head^"^-^^"' 
for about two months. But the school cancelled special 
training courses, and his class v^'as "'oved to a large 
villa for further training. £<^ said that there were ^ 
American advisors at the villa. Si. said that he remembered 
fne advisor Earned ajAm^ vho had a full beard and had been 
wounded in the leg during the Korean War. "id he also 

received training at the Long Khan Training Center, 
said he was trained in sabotage techniques, weapons, 
commnications, land navigation, and parachuting. 

4 Sd. said that after completing the training he 
was assipncd.to a 15-man team, code name /V^-^tf^ The 
team left Vietnam from Danang for "dorn Thai 1 and They 
rcnaincd on the ground at Udorn for eight ^ojirs and then 
were flown to North Vietnam. The team parachuted into 
Quang Binh Province on 22 June 1966. said the team s 
mission was to locate enemy units and ^^/^^^f, ^ T^P^I^^e 
the locations to their headquarters and if possible take 
direct action against the enemy, said the team vs^as 
operational until 30 July 1966, when it engaged PAVN 
troops and was subsequently captured. received bullet 
and sharpnel wounds during the engagement. 

5 "^aid that the team leader was ARVN Special 
Forces' 'a/^/w^T and that the 

^ team consisted of security, commo, weapons, medical, 
sabotage, and intel sections. SC said he was in the. 
sabotage section and that they were able to blow up a 
few trucks before being captured. said that the team 

was told they could expect support from the 303rd Battalion 
of the Lao Army if they were in trouble and could cross 
over to the Lao side of the border. 




Prison ; f ior ^^"rf ew d a camp; in; ThinK 

District, Hi^Dong ^l^bvinc 

^ said that^vhile': jie^w^ Hoa Lp Prison, he saAjf^^^a^n^^^ 
counted lOb'^'Xirtericai^ '^^-IK^^^^ 
Americans wliile'^Uli^)^^ a courtyard arid 




/• Province >'^v^^ he's taye^^u 

his' escape on 'iO' >lov^^ S^C . said tKa t while he ■ 

was iri the Thanh; P^ ;:::t 

of war on several ;'occ •'•■o-.-' ."'. . . ' ■'■'y:''-: '^'V \/^y^ 



Kuan l)istivic^;^ 
on 



8. ^C/^ said: that. in early March* 1978 he was ;allowedj^^^ 
£ :the;.Thknh-7h^ ^^on: workvdetar^ 

tWe"' DrrsonefV-'aid liio t 'return to the canip at- night;. : . 



8 

■'.out- of. ............ ............ ........ .-^^^ ...... ^- 

that the 'prisoners did not return to the camp at nignt. 

5C said that' he did ■not :see the American prisoners of. 
war until December-1 by the local.. . 

Vietnamese that the)^^^^ camp since 1978; 

So said that : he saw' about 40 Amerita^^ including^ 
3 or 4 black Americans. The Americans were kept in ; 
3 separate enclosures. . The enclosures were about 5 
kilometers apart and about 20 kilometers riortheast of 
camp. Onp enclosure held 12 Americans, another held 17, 
and a third held 11- ^-e. said the Americans looked very 
sick and hungry. SC< saw about 10 of the Americans on 
work detail; each American was accompanied by 4 guards. 
In response to a question by a guard at one of the 

American enclosures said 20 of the Americans were too 
sick to work. SC. said he tried to make contact with the 
Americans, but his attempts were foiled by prison guards. 



00 JwHt33; 




were not allbwed^to^^^j^ meters ftom their^«^^ 

enclosuresV^^C said Jthat.^a^^^^^^^^^^ NA^^ had shown him 

the site of a cemetery for American prisoners of war. 
X^/j/**^ said that there were 40 bodies in the cemetery., 
r/v. said that there were no grave markers , but he could 
see the mounds of about 30 graves. SC- said that from 
October ,1979 through November 1980 he saw the funerals 
of 10 American prisoners of war. said that the 

Americans died mainly from diarrhea, an illness that also 
caused the deaths of many Vietnamese prisoners- £c said 
that sW prisoners also died of starvation. ^ said 
the last time that he saw the Americans was m September 1980 

9. S.C said that he escaped from the Thanh Phong 
Prison Camp by walking away from work detail. He was 
unwittingly assisted by the farmer, hiA/'"^ , who, alone with 
his son, i^ave go and another prisoner. /v^i^yrS . a 

ride to Thanh Hoa on their bicycles. SC: said that he 
h'-lpcd/t//j/*7^ by giving him food, mosquito netting, and 
tools from the prison camp. /y/iaiS reciprocated by giving 5c- 
about 50 Piaster, which iC used to buy a black-market tram 
ticket in T^A-T/'l . SC said it took him several days to 
return South, that he saw security police but was stopped 
only once -- at the ^A-r/i Railway Station. He explained 
that he was only headed for the bathroom; therefore, he 
was not asked for identity papers. ?c. said that sometimes 
he hid in the baggage car of the train to avoid security 
checks. said he arrived in Saigon on 15 November 1980 

and escape's from Vietnam by boat on 4 February 1981. He 
arrived in Thailand on 10 February 1981. 

10. SC- said that while he was at Hoa Lo Prison he 
was told by a prison guard commander named Mai Hoa Ky 
that the caucasions he saw were Americans. said the 

Thanh Phong Camp was comprised of a number of enclosures 
and was guarded by. Armed Security Force (Cong Anh Vy Trang) 
personnel. Sc said that Thanh Phong Prison Camp consisted 
of 2,000 male and female criminal (political) prisoners 
and about 140 prisoners of war. 



11 During the interview vas suffering from 
malaria, which he said he contracted after returning to 
South Vietnam. He was polygraphed with inconclusive ■ 
results, possibly because of his illness. insisted 
that the information he provided was accurate, but 
possibly it is dated and/or here-say information. SO 
said that the North Vietnamese did not release him after 
1975 because he had not accepted reeducation, but they 
did release all of the criminal/political prisoners in 
1978 -- about the time he was allowed out on work detail. 




^ dl'c<i: / Cm J: 



<A nU ;lk/i^\. \o T-i^^K /-/<.",..tA phif^ .(:.(u:.f %. 



<it'^ points ■ yUi?i'i^-i^ .;:r1b.; ^i-^c^^^lS^t; ; 



• THl'^^t^- (fop' - 



I. 




h 



A SKETCH OF THE THANH PHONG PRISON CAMP DRAWN BY 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEE 
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SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK TH 55612 



THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 



SERIAL: 



IIR 6 024 0025 92. 



COUNTRY: 



SUBJ:- 
CAMP. 



VIETNAM (VM). 

IIR 6 024 0025 927fORMER SON TAY POW 



WARNING: 



THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT 
FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 



911103. 



SOURCE : 



TOO MINISTRY 



OF THE INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE THE CURRENT 
COMMANDER- AND DEPUTY OF THE SON TAY FACILITY AND LIVE 
SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 
SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 

REPORT CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAY CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED OUT THEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 1. THE SON TAY PRISON WAS LOCATED IN 

SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST OF 
HANOI . VIC //UTMCOORDS— 48QWJ5337/MAP SERIES L7014; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AMS 1967//. 

2. IN 1979, THE SON TAY PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE 1 OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TIME, THE FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON . AS FAR AS THE FACILITY COMMANDER KNEW, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE 1973. IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE CAMP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY, BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20- OR 21 NOV 1971. 
THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE NO LONGiER ANY PRISONS IN THE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3. THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE U.S. 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE CAMP OF A 30 - 40 FOOT BANK DOWN 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS), IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTH SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, MADE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT WAS THE OCCURRENCE OF A FLOOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). ' 

4. ORIGINALLY, THE BUILDINGS ALL HAD RED TILE 
. ROOFS. HOWEVER, THE TWO MAIN BUILDINGS, WHICH HAVE 

HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND BEEN CONVERTED 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN REROOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTHER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP THE DOORS TO THE INDIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE HINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL IN EVIDENCE, AS ARE THE 
AREAS OF DARKER COLOR LEFT FROM WHITE WASHING OVER THE 
' NEW BRICK WORK WHERE THE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS TO MATCH THE SURROUNDING WALLS 
(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & H AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 20 & 
21) AND THE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE METAL DOORS ON THE 
ENDS OF THE BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5). THE 
FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN USE FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
mJILDINGS A & E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4^ 23, 24, 25, 26 & 



27). - 

5 ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE PRISON WALL ARE 

STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTHER TWO SIDES. MOST OF THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2 PHOTOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SMALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOTOS 10 & 13). THESE TWO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLLEY BALL COURT WHERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . 

6. IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH THIS 

INVESTIGATION THAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NATURE STILL HELD AT THE FORMER SON TAY PRISON. 



dflhMERTS 

1. SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED ALL 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. LSI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF THE CAMP REQUESTED. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION HELD WHILE DRINKING 
TEA IN THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, MR. HO XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COMMANDER FOR MRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN THE EVENING 
AFTER DUTY HOURS. THIS WAS THE, FIRST THAT LSI HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO THIS FACILITY, SO ASKED MR. 
DINH ABOUT IT. MR. DICH REPLIED THAT MRS. BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON AND MAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. POW'S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURING HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAM . 

3 ' THIS FACILITY WAS NOT ON LSI'S LIST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 
TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, LSI UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, WHICH IS ON THE LIST AND WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI DID NOT FIND OUT THE 
TROTH UNTIL ARRIVAL AT SON TAY PRISON . WHEN ASKED WHY 
WE HAD VISITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID THAT THE HANQl 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE THAT PRISON INVESTIGATED, BOT THIS COULD NOT BE 
CONFIRMED. 

HANOI OFFICE CHIEF COMMENTS: HANOI OFFICE CHIEF WAS 
NOT PRESENT DURING THE INVESTIGATION. 



ADMIN 



US: NO. 
TM-05 . 

02 TO DTA/ PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

1. SKETCH OF SON TAY PRISON CAMP WITH 
AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, 1 P6, 1 CY 

2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 
CAMERA: NIKON N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOR 35-105, 
1:3.5 - 4.5 ZOOM LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35MM 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 

B. PHOTO 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CAMP 

C. PHOTO 3, GATE GUARD SHACK 

D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 

E. PHOTO 5, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
G-NOTE FORMER WALL USED TO BE WITHIN TWO METERS OF THE 
NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING 

F. PHOTX) 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 

F 

H. PHOTO 8, FORMER PRISON KITCHEN 

J 

I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DESTROYED 

BUILDING AND WALL IN DISTANCE 

J. PHOTO 10, DESTROYED BUILDING, 
CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANCE 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WALL 
M. PHOTO 13, REAR WALL WITH 
DESTROYED BUILDING L 

N. PHOTO 1*^GUARD TOWER. WITH 
OOTSIDE OF REAR WALL NEAREST RIVER 

0. PHOTO 15, OOTSIDE OF REAR WALL 

P. PHOTO 16, VIEW DOWN 30 - 40 
FOOT RIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 

Q. PHOTO 17, OOTSIDE OF GUARD 
TOWER AND REAR WALL WITH PRISON BUILDING H IN DISTANCE 

R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUILDING H. 
NOTE HINGES FROM FORMER DOOR BETWEEN MR. DICH (WITH 
■ CAP) AND WINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM 

S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUILDING G 
raOM PRISON BUILDING H 

T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 

■S U. PHOTO 21, PRISON BUILDING G 



INSTR: 

PREP: 

ENCL: 

LOCATIONS 



V. PHOTO 22, PRISON SUITING F 
W. PHOTO 23, FORMER CADRE MESS 
X. PHOTO 24. CADRE FAMILY QUARTERS 

E 

Y. PHOTO 25;:; FORMER CISTERN D 

Z. PHOTO' 26; - FORMER CADRE KITCHEN 

Q 

AA. PHOTO 27, HEADQUARTERS 

BUILDING A, FROM FAMILY QUARTERS E; 

BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 
WALL, CENTER OF PICTURE, SEEN BETWEEN PRISON BUILDINGS 
G & H 

ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (911103). 

DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 

POL, 

SA, DATLO, EX/ A, JCRC) . 
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AMERICAN EMBASSr 
BANGKOK. THAILAND 

FAX 



DATE: .^ Q^ NQV .1991. 



FAX Phone Number: W-^llI 

J^Xnf: CdL JOHN M. COLE. JR. , 

FROB: Xmerican Embassy Bangkok 
Section: .._ pw>mu. 



FAX Phone Number: 
No, of Pages Including Cover Sheet 
Remarks: 



l^ROM: a. 5. arricE for fcm/mia affairs » hanox P-- / / 

(OSCAN/ BOSS HOTEL} ' 

TO: MR. SHERIUJOOD, 

VAO/Py-iilA OFFICE, 3AN0K0K 

SUBJBCTi LSI THAVEl 

Ikrnir V/2r;rn^yf fl^^.l^^^ INy^STlQATOft aSI^ TOOETHER' WITH VNOSMP 

J^r.S:!J^^^'' COWtXVCTED THE TOUK, LSX WAS U^V€^ THB Z^E$$ZOH 
l^tlnl^Kf.^^^'-^^^ ^° ^^^^T^^ WA« BAT BAT prison: BUT FOUND OUT UPON 
ARRIVAL THAT IT WAS THE mONQ PLACE, THE TCUR ms PLEAS ^T IT TL^NIEV 
OUT TO BE A NICE. TOURIST SPOT, . ONE THINO WOrCO WAS THE ALTirt^ QPThI 

ll^rJnVul'iV^'' ^^^^^ Ar LEAST A 30 ^lo 

BEHIND. THE CAMP. IF THIS EVER FLOOVEV, XT WOULV BE A MIRACLE,' 

iwiyr2^r«!!!/'252^'^2 * ^^^^ ^^CORr TRA^eU^V TO OIA LAM TO 

Ir^^^^itl^ J^^ ^^^^^'^ DEALrWO WITH .THE mREH0U3E COMPLh NEAJlTti 
sSId nl^lr^.^^JJ'J^t' ^^C^^PW, PERIPHERALLY, THE SON TAVTRir, mHt 

rwf ?7WM ^^^^^^ period pwo?? to rsri;, uwiLc 

COLOR PHOTOGRAPH aNU INFO FROM BKK. • ' iiv«c r^cvcnr 

2; A^tnu'^^^rZ^'i^^n^^^?^'^ rwveLLED TO VJWW CITV^ IN NONE AN PROVINCE, 
JSiIa/o^;*, ^.^^i '^^ INVESTIGATION (i)AS CONOUCTEV ON THE Rli/ER 

viuA^r r^u ^SiiJ^^.^^ VISTRICT, HA TZHH PHOVTNCE, ANV IN A NCARBV 

llfl\ INDICATIONS WERE THAT THERE HAS NEVER, RPT NEVtR.' BEEN A ' • V 

IL vi^Lti'-uii^^ ^'^^ '^"^^^ ^^THIN mNTV MINUTES, EVEKVokE IN 

FokVoNkR^^ ?2^r^^.,'.fi'^ P^eSEWCE, AND EVERYONE TURNED CUT m s^ttH^ 

EO^loNF'k pnSr"'-°.f!^^F'^ "^^^ ^^^^ ^''^^"^ 'STRANGE' THm SirwoSr 

^'^PP^^' £»/ERyoA/E >rNows. everyone else, a/«? T^e ii/LAoe^iieF 

KWOWS EVERYONE BY NAME, XIR»3 TO FOLLOW U^/IW /VCXr^WEE?; 
3* .LSI TRAVEL FLAWS; 

i'^.fJrt^i'^ ^^^^ t'W THE C-;JO OW f6 NOV, IF, 

CWm i^T^nUf"^^ ^'^^^ ^^'^ COMMITMENTS tN KL. t COULD THEN STAY 
IN iLt^^?^^ C^^^STMAS, I COULD MEET WITH TOM POR A GOUpLE PAVS 

ANv iUAlfll'^.^^ ^^^""^ ^ ^"^^ ^^^^^ PRECLtrt7E : HIS HAUiWO FO COAfE- HErI 
AND HREAK up the CONTINUITY OF HIS STAY WITH A .CHRISTMAS. BR^kT 

-POR^tL'^fcr'-;;^???,!^^^^^ tHiS POINT THAf WHtERE Will BE LITTLE TO Dd HERE 
HE BrU?JpS"«J"I i^Ss/^l?5"^f;'/-^!",T5 r •f'^^^^^^^'m THAT - 



— « »_ivr^isf c. Ljr 



ITERATION ZTS^ELf. 



Expended Page 2 



TDTa. P. 01 



S^ME dOOC? HEJiiS AT THIS TIME. ^^J*/^^ 

AGTING CHltf^i Hi/lfOr OFFICE P01U/MI4 • 



I I I 
> 
z 
o 

X <- 



O CD 

CO > 

o o o 

. . WW > • • 



^ 2 > 




H 


-I 


2 > 


m m 


> H 






r c 


< o 




m 


> 


o m -0 


o 


z « > 


o 




73 


73 


CD O H 


m r 


> m 


u) r- 


2 -1 D 


{/) m 


> > 




o 


< •• 


< 








z r 


CD 


m 




iD I/) 


H 


< - 


O 


2 




CD C 


> 


m 2 


< 30 




H 


O 




2 O 


o m 




> 30 


> 




2 > 




i 


" 2 


3J > 






< t/> 






n 







;d > 
m 2 
2 O 

0 c 

1 > 
O 

^ m 

c 

o (/> 
o -o 
w o 

n> 

2 2 

2 
O 

> < 

t-t m 

2 

2 
^ > 
O 2 

o m 
o t/> 
o m 



I/) m c 
2 :o c& 
< 

I m 
• S 

m 
n c 

u> > 



c 
to 
> 



o o 
c m 
n 2 

> H 



O ^ 

2 O 

> > 

r- -I 

r o 
m 2 
< 

m o 
r > 

> 



-o 
m 
m 



r 
o 
n 
> 



o 

2 





1 1 


1 


o 












m 








O OB 


> 








2 






> 


-0 O 


z 




73 TJ 


> 




O O 


2 


> 


-n U3 


m 



■o t-i -o m • 

0 7i7}tA 

CO to m to 




m o 



2 < 

^ > m 

o 2 > ri 

o m 73 [fx 

O to 00 /*' » 



b 



(A 
17 



2 
O > 
> ~« 

H < 

o m 

2 ^-^ 

m 
to 

m m 

2 
O 



to 
I 



c 

2 

< 

m 

73 
CO 



c 
o 
m 

2 



I 

m 



2 

to 



C 
H 

m 
o 



(A 





C to 




to C 








73 " 








to 




O O 




2 n 


to 




o 


o n 


c 


> 


7) 


2 » 


n 




m 








> 


2 I 


o 


7Z 


2 


X CD 


»— 1 


> (0 


2 


2 1 




o o 


to 




H 


o 



.n CD 3J 

o -» c 
■2 m 



< 
m 

a 
> 

> 



I 

m 
> 

73 

to 

> 

< 



H 

m 
2 
T) 
O 
73 
> 
7) 
< 

> 

73 
I 



O 

o 

2 
CD 

2 

m 
o 

2 
m 

V) 
00 

> 
o 
m 



t/» 



o 

G) 

c 

2 

GO 
(D 



00 

m 
o 

H 

O 
2 



r 
> 



o 

2 

CD 
> 
Z 

o 
o 

7Z 
K> 

Oi 
0> 



> 

H 

m 
I 
o 
c 

m 
> 

lO 

I 
o 
o 



73 73 -^3 73 

c c (Z a 
rn rn m m 

7^ X 7Z ^ 
<_ O t- <_ 

n r> 
00 u> to to 
\ rn 

to n c- o 
ni to o 

O H 00 > 

0 > 

m H € £ 
n m > > 

to 00 

S S X I 

> > o ^ 

to C/> O 2 

1 X o 
O O H 

n o o o 

•s. O 2 
V. U 

o m o o 

> > to n 

to -D 1 ^ 
O I T) 
I < S -D 

r I « 
to O 2 » 

> - 2 

"0 > 
£ c- ^ 

1 yi 

2 ^ 



2 O 2 

Ti 

0 :o t- 
c n 

73 X 73 

con 

1 CD 

0 -0 r 

1 > 
o ^ > 
>(->•-« 

o to 

C 3) O 

00 2 

n c- 
n CD 

2 31 > 

n o 2 

■D Q 
> CD ^ 
O > O 
73 7i 

O m H 

2 » I 

0 00 

l- 

C "D 

r H 
c 

I 

1 - 



3J 

2 

o -n 
ro O 
o 

tn 3) 
- c 
-» rr^ 
N > 
r 

C X 
2 ^ 
to 
CD > 

CD -n 
m 



-n 73 
2 

O 

o o 

HI Ul 

2 - 
H ^ 

H t- 
> C 

-n 2 
-n 

CD 

S to 
> 

00 
• 

2 
O 
H 
O 
2 

O 

o 



33 n 

H O 
-t to 

0 2 
N 

< II 

c 

€ r 

31 X 

C -^J 

m -J 

35 -» 
C 

o 
to 

01 2 

•>! n 
j:k 2 
O) 

II 

(Jl OD 

O) to 
o 

(Jl U1 

— o> 
^ 'V 
I — 
a> 



3) 

C -I 

m o 

> 31 

r 

o It 

X 

. OD 
(D 

U1 
CO 
O 
(O 
ro 
o 



73 
> 

o 
m 

o 
o 
o 
tn 



5 



2, 



10 O 

c 
n 7J 
c n 
» m 

:d 

m </> 

2 H 
-I > 

r H 

< m 
o 

I H 

m T 
> 

to H 

< I 
01 

> 
H 

m 

33 



Z 

I 

r 
> 



^ H > m I 
< I z s 
z m o TD 
o r 
I/) < > o > 
2 »-» O < • 
-o m H 2 
w H m 
. z < z 
> -» 

S H- 

m ►->• 

CO m I 

m (/) m CD 
m 

o o I n 

-n Tfi > J> 

-n (/> C 

o I m m 
m m X 

H o 
-n to m "n 
o z 
:o < (/) u) 
o 

to -n < c 
rn o m 33 
m 3J n 
m ^ m 
1^ 1^ z * 
2 O O I/) 

o z ^ 

r m 

2 S m O 

M i-« o c 

to z o o 

(/) i-i rn > 

z H o 
o 33 -n o 
< z 

m H m > 

3) O 3J Z 
LO to O 

o o 

2 Z Z -O 
to O > 3) 

r r m 
c - < 
o H 
m o 
m c 
to to 



n 
o 

2 

m 

2 
H 

to 



w 33 
Z > 

n •-« 

> i/» 

JO 

n 2 
m c 

33 

> T) 
H 

I-i C 
O t/: 
2 

C C 
2 

0 T 

m rr 
33 rr 
c 

H 

1 - 

m 1 

to 

r> *o 

I 33 
O 

O 00 

r o 

. 2 

m 

37 

(/) 



z 
o 



H 

I 

■n 



2 H <*^r» 

r « I 
i-t r m 
< _ 
m -IX 
to s m 
to I > 
> o o s o 
H c m s 
3J n 3) > 
r> c m to 
X rri 3) H 
> • 33 I m 
O y> m m 33 

O 
-n 

2 < -» 

I H 

r m X 



►-OH 
S 2 X 

"D m 

33 H 
i-» X U) 

to m c 
o ^ 
z i -n 
m > > 
o r n 
r m 

H to • 
I- 

m 

33 m t/i 
m H o 
. n c 

. 33 

- n 

m 



H (7 > H O 

X ^ = r 

:> 

\' I- m J. 

H 33 m 

\ < m 



3} 

m 

4 a^. 



X ' 
m ( 



2 • 

m 

o I 
-n 



X 
m 



to 
€ o 
'> > X 
J> to O 
O 

u) r 
o 

c > 

33 H 

n 

m H 

- X 

i/> m 

Z. H 

z 

n 2 
r m 



X t/) 

> > 
-I « 

> z 
z o 
< 

m 

> < 

2 

m o 

73 m 
z 

n o 

> m 
z - 

X c 

> o 

O X 
03 > 

m to 



3) 2 S 

O m m 

CTH 33 

2 m m 

(/) 33 

to m 
S > 

> € o 

to X 

o 

□3 m > 

< T3 

to < 33 
H O 

> H X 
X - 

33 33 2 

on m > 
m H 
H m 
X 2 r 

> m < 



-4 D € I 
X - X 

m X3 o 

33 

■Q m £ OD 

33- 2 > • 
-I to 

to H r 
o o <> 
2 c r 
m 33 r V) 
33 m o 
t/» o < 
m H 

S H to X 2 

m X m 

X m > - 

m -I to (£3 

n n -si 

X m I 03 



-i X 

> > 
< o 

33 n 

> o 
2 

o m 

-n 

33 
O 
2 



m to 
o 33 ni 
rn to < 
to m 
n X 2 
m 

2 o 2 
o X m 
m • H 
o m 

3) 

-n H 00 

3) X 

o m r 
2 o 
m 2 

> z o 

n 33 03 

r > < 
o z 

> n 

7!: m O 
c 

33 H 33 
O O 
O 

2 -» 
X 

o m 
z 



. . r 
r r 
o > 

. 33 

to 

H C 



O 
O 00 

r o 

c 

X 33 

m n 
> m 



X z r/o 

33 m ^ > z 

m 33^ i/) o 

S m X 
m > f 3) 

33 -iH - 00 

m X 1 to 

n 

H H^oo o 
X xA' 
33 m 



m 

m m 

n 

33 X 

o c 
o c 
2 r 
to 

H X 

X m 

> 33 

-I m 



o c 

Z 00 



> z 
z • 

o 

12-- 



X -n 
m o 
n 33 
> 

r 00 
r m 
< 
S m 

X 33 

> 
n r 
X 

2 
< O 

m 2 

> H 

33 X 

^ to 



c/> • 

o 

2 



33 

to 
O 
2 

In 
> 
2 
13 

X> 
33 

O 
33 



00 -n 
O 

c w 

33 

O 

m 2 



m X 

2 > 
•D H 
O 

3J > 
> "O 
33 TD 
33 

r o 

< X 



2 > 
-O H 

33 m 
r 

CO < 

o 

2 - 

m o 
o o 



o 

2 



X - 
m to 

> ^ 

33 -* 

o 

o 

-» 33 
X 

> — 

I 10 

) 

X 

m ^ 
to 
■u o 

33 C 
33 

to n 
o m 

2 

m o 

33 > 
to 2 



2 2 
m 

O 33 

m 

r o 
r > 

> 2 

to T3 
I— • 

c r 
2 o 

O H 

m i/i 

33 

Z X 

m > 

> o 

H 

X 03 

m 
-» m 
X z 
m 

to 
o 
X 

o 
o 
r 



to to to I t 
•H O H 

33 C C 

m 33 o 
m o m > 
H m 2 • 
H 

> 

X 00 > 

> H 
Z 03 

o m H 

h-» X 

• z m -n 

O 33 

o o 
(/» r I 2 
o o 

C O 2 C- 

33 > m c 
n H tn r 
m m m < 
o 

X CO - 
m > m to 

> H o -4 
33 O N> 
O « 2 

c- o c 

> 2 
33 00 33 H 
O CD < 

2 o r 

hO to 
X -vl O — 
rs3 X to 
t/i w o 

o o» 
-n o r - 
m 2 

r '-^ 00 
r T3 o 
o X o c 

S O m 33 

2 n 

to o H m 
H c 

c o n ^ 

C3 > 

m o m to 
2 X o 

-4 > 
00 2 03 
X < 



CO 1 O H hJ 1 


00 i 


33 


m • 


m 




2 


3) 




■D 




(D O 


m r 


-si 33 


00 • 


KJ > 






33 


r 




< 


(0 2 




to 


o > 


2 


c c 


CD "0 


-n 


00 2 




o 


2 


c 


33 


t) > 


— to 


2 


33 33 


rn 


> 


i-» < 


-* o 


H 


to 


ro 




O 


• 


o 


2 




2 


to 


O X 




O O 


o > 




> c 


z 




2 30 


o 




■o o 


1— < 




m 








o 




^ 73 






<_ m 






"D 


< 




GD O 






CD 33 


2 




O H 


> 




M m 


"0 




^ o 








to 




w X 


X 




m 


m 




> 


m 




2 33 






to 


-* 




X > 






> < 


m 




2 


o 




o n 






I-. o 






z 






«-i o 


O 




z m 


z 




33 






- z 






<P 1-4 






ssj Z 






- o 






> 





> 

m 



o 
o 
o 



z ^ 
2 O) 
Z 
Z 

0> 




00 

< 



> 

m 

o 
o 
c 



SiTgX-310 MCN = 89061/23341 TOR = 890"611454 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS0541 0611454- -RUEALGX. 

HEADER 

R 021454Z MAR 89 

FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 021049Z MAR 89 

FM JCRC LIAISON. BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUEADVfW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// 

RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//0CJCS-PW-MIA//J5// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J36// 

RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//TAPC-PED-H// 

BT"* 

C ONTROLS 

LIAISON BANGKOK 10541 

SECRET NO FORN 0122 MAR 89 

BODY 

JCRC HPT - SS-lll; HEARSAY OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH 
SOLDIERS HELD IN VIET TRI-SON TAY 



1. 



SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 



A. NAME: S C 

B. DPOB: ^2l=> 54; HUE 

C. PRESENT LOCATION: 

D. IDENTIFICATION DATA: J§i> 

E. LAST RESIDENCE IN VIETNAM : HUE CITY 

F INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT 
^^^^ ON 9 NOV 88 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CW3, 

USA. 

2 SUMMARY: SOURCE PROVIDED LIMITED HEARSAY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING AMERICAN AND FRENCH SOLDIERS WHO 
WERE ALLEGEDLY BEING HELD AT A PRISON CAMP NAMED VIET TRI- 
SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ5237) IN 1980. 

3. INFORMATION: 

A IN NOVEMBER 1987, SOURCE WAS ON THE LAO BORDER IN 

BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE SEARCHING FOR INCENSE WOOD, WHEN HE 
MET A MONTAGNARD NAMED HO THANH BUU. MR. BUU RESIDED AT 
DUG LAP VILLAGE (SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE ON AVAILABLE 
MAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
HAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
Mif. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT IN 1980, HE WORKED AT A PRISON 



CAMP NAMED VIET TRI-SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ5237i.. 

R MR. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT AMERICANS AND FRENCH 

SOLDIERS WERE STILL BEING HELD AT THE PRISON CAMP, AND THAT 
HE HAD PERSONALLY SEEN THEM MANY TIMES WHEN HE WORKED 
THERE. SOURCE HAD NOTHING FURTHER TO REPORT CONCERNING 
THIS HEARSAY INCIDENT. 

4. INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS: INFORMATION IN THIS 

REPORT WAS PASSED TO STONEY BEACH. 

ADMIN 

BT 



#0541 



NNNN 



01 



0516SSZ AUG fib RR 



DIA lilASHINGTON DC//VO-Pli)// 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J233/ J3t.// 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT riEADE HD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-niA// 
COniPAC HONOLULU HI 

mS7/V0-PW 
NSC FOR COL CHILDRESS 
serial: IIR b-014-Q033-ab 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAtl {Vn} 

SUBd: IIR b-Dm-DD33-ab/nO CHEN PRISON 

warning: this IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 

DOI: 700000 

DIA/NHIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-ED/DB-aC 
S.D- TOURISON/SOSOl/mJULSb/KEW 



COL K n GAINES USAF VO-PW CHF 




RR 



SOURCE: VIETNAIIESE IHHIGRANT 'S<^ WHO HAS BEEN A 

GENERALLY RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE- 

text: 1. THE HO CHEN PRISON {TRAI MO CHEN>, ALSO CALLED BAT 

BAT, UAS ONE OF THE LARGEST OF THE ORIGINAL NATIONAL LEVEL PRISONS 
IN NORTH VIETNAM AND WAS KNOWN AS CENTRAL PRISON NO. 1 tTRAI CAI 
TAO TRUNG U0N6 SO- !>• DUE TO INCREASED INMATE POPULATION THERE 
UAS AN EXPANSION OF THE NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON SYSTEM IN THE EARLY 
nbO'S AND THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY EXPANDED ITS PRISON 
SYSTEM CIRCA CONSTRUCTING THE (2UYET TIEN PRISON CIRCA nbS-b3 

AND THE PHO LU PRISON CIRCA PHO LU PRISON BECAME CENTRAL 

PRISON NR. 1 AT THIS TIME. THE VINH TIEN PRISON, APPROXIMATELY 30 
KM SOUTHEST OF AND ASSOCIATED WITH <3UYET TIEN, ALSO CAME INTO BEING 
AT THIS TIME. AFTER CONSTRUCTION OF (3UYET TIEN AND PHO LU THE 
INMATE POPULATION AT MO CHEN UAS SLOWLY TRANSFERRED TO THESE NEULY 
ESTABLISHED PRISONS AND A PORTION OF THE MO CHEN PRISON UAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM {PAVN> FOR USE AS A 
PRISON FOR MILITARY OFFENDERS {TRAI PHAM BINH>. THE PRISON, AND 
ITS FUNCTION, 



□ 3 . 

WAS connoN knouledge among the local populace in son tay province. 

THE TERM BAT BAT WAS APPLIED TO THE HO CHEN PRISION BECAUSE IT WAS 
LOCATED IN AN AREA CALLED BAT BAT. -CSOURCE NEVER HEARD THE NAME S, 
TAC APPLIED TO MO CHEN PRISON>. 

2. DURING nba-7D THE HO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF TlilO 

SEPARATE DETENTION AREAS. ONE AREA lilAS CONTROLLED BY THE PAVN AND 
UAS REFERRED TO AS A TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY {TRAI TAH GIAH}, 
MEANING A FACILITY FOR THE TEMPORARY DETENTION OF PERSONS UNDER 
GOING PRE-TRIAL/SENTENCING INVESTIGATION. A SEPARATE PART OF MO 
CHEN NOT USED BY PAVN UAS CONTROLLED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY {MPS}. PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS BEING SENT TO MO CHEN 
FIRST ENTER^:D the PAVN CONTROLLED PORTION OF THE PRISON FOR PRE- 
TRIAL INVESTIGATION. THOSE WITH SENTENCES OF b MONTHS TO 1 YEAR 
SERVED THEIR SENTENCE AT MO CHEN- THOSE TO BE INCARCERATED FOR 
CONVICTION OF SERIOUS NATIONAL LEVEL OFFENSES UERE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE MPS CONTROLLED PRISONS FOR THE TERM OF THEIR SENTENCE- THE Mf 
CONJROLLED PORTION OF MO CHEN UAS CALLED AN INDEPENDENT PRISON 



OH RR 

{TRAI DOC LAP> OF THE MPS. 

COnnENTS: SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOVE IS A 

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROGMAN CAPTURED DURING A COMMANDO RAID 
INTO NORTH VIETNAM IN THE IIWD'S. HE OBTAINED HIS INFORMATION FROM 
PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS WITH UHOM HE HAD CONTACT DURING 1170-73, 
PRINCIPALLY FROM FORMER PAVN SR. CPT--. PHAM PHU LUC, ARRESTED IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM IN nb7 AND LATER IMPRISONED AT LAO CAI DURING 1170- 
73 AS A SUSPECTED SOUTH VIETNAMESE RECRUITED ESPIONAGE AGENT. 
SOURCE WAS NOT AliJARE OF ANY EVENTS AT MO CHEN AFTER THAT PERIOD OF 
TIME. 



COLL: NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGEUICK D- TOURISON, JR-, GS-IM, SENIOR VM DES< ANALYST, 
V0-PW2 



OS OS 

APPR: KinBALL H- GAINES, COL, USAF 
EVAL: no 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEtl: N/A 



Oi (!>|5.6?SZ: HAY 67 PP 



DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PU// 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J3b/ J533// ^ j.\ ^ 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DCZ/OASD-ISA/Plil-niA// / \ f 1 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 0 



DIRNSA FT riEADE HD 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 



^ . I' 

3Db3/V0-PW ; 

i i 

SERIAL: b-om-DOMS-flb 
PASS: N/A 

country: VIETNAH -CVH} 

SUBJ: IIR b-ai^-DOMS-flb/nO CHEN PRISON 

warning: this IS AN INFO REPORT, NO FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 

DOI: .' flb0227 {RO} 

source: VIETNAHESE inniGRANTS WHO HAVE REPORTED RELIABLY IN 

THE PAST. 

dia/nhic/vo/vo-pw/rts-bb/db-ec 



S.T0URIS0N/V0-PlLi/x50S01/CriF^p^<^ 

COL F. J .CAPILLUPO.USAF .VO-PU.CHIEi 



SUnilARY: no CHEN PRISON U'AS A SHALL NORTHERN VIETNAnESC 

NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON. ONE PART OF THE PRISON, C0NSTRUCTE1> IN 
1%3, MS REPORTEDLY USED DURING THE MR TO INCARCERATE U.S. PUS. 

text: 

1. DURING nb3 THE HO CHEN PRISON IN SON TAY PROVINCE bJAS A 

SHALL NATIONAL LEVEL DETENTION FACILITY, POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED IN 
SOHE yAY UITH HOA LO PRISON AT HANOI CITY- IN I'^^B IT WAS BEING 
JSED TO DETAIN HIGH RANKING MILITARY OFFENDERS, CRIMINALS, AND LOU 
IeVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS- DURING nb3 tlO CHEN PRISON ALSO WAS 
USED TO IMPRISON A SMALL NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE BOATMEN AND 
FROGMEN COMMANDOS FROM BOAT DELIVERY TEAM "TAN BINH" CAPTURED IN 
JUNE AT' THE SONG GIANG RIVER IN flUANG BINH PROVINCE- 

B. MO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF A CAMP HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 

TUO SUB-CAMPS. ONE SUB-CAMP UAS REPORTEDLY SDD-IQDD METERS 
DISTANCE FROM THE SUB-CAMP IN UHICH THE COMMANDOS UERE HELD AND 
REPORTEDLY WAS USED TO DETAIN SENIOR OFFICERS FROM THE PEOPLE'S 
ARMY OF VIETNAM {PAVN> IMPRISONED FOR SERIOUS CRIMES- THE 
COMMANDOS NEVER SAW THE SUB-CAMP FOR THE PAVN OFFICERS- THE SOURCE 
COULD NOT RECALL THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 



□ 3 PP 



DID NOT ENTER IT. THE PRISON COLANDER, A MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY MAJOR DANG «DAUNG> WAS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE OVER 
50 YEARS OF AGE- HE FREt3UENTLY CAME TO VISIT THE COIinANDOS AND 
SPOKE OF EXPLOITS WHILE WITH THE VIET MINH PRIOR TO nSM, OFTEN 
QUOTING SAYINGS FROM THE CHINESE STYLE OF FORMER VIETNAMESE KNOWN 
AS "CHU NHO." 

a. THE CAMP IN WHICH THE COMMANDOS WERE HELD WAS A SflUARISH 

•COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY A 3-^ METER HIGH WHITEWASHED MASONARY WALL- 
THERE WERE RUSTIC WOODEN GUARD POSTS SET ON TOP OF THE WALL AND AT 
EACH WALL CORNER. EACH GUARD POST WAS ROOFED AND ENCLOSED BY A 
WAIST HIGH WALL OF THATCH- THE MAIN ENTRY WAY WAS THRU A 3-M METER 
WIDE/SINGLE DOOR GATE SET IN THE CENTER OF THE ONE END OF THE CAMP- 
THE ENTRYWAY WAS ARCADED WITH A SMALL LOFT TYPE WORK AREA ABOVE THE 
GATE AND UNDER THE ARCADE. THERE WAS A SMALL WOODEN GUARD 
POST/OFFICE IMMEDIATELY ALONG THE WALL, INSIDE THE FRONT GATE, AND 
IMMEDIATELY TO THE LEFT OF THE FRONT GATE AS VIEWED FROM INSIDE THE 
CAMP. THE CAMP HAD TWO SEPARATE CONFINEMENT AREAS DESIGNATED AREAS 
: "A" AND "B". AREA "A" HAD THREE BUILDINGS USED TO DETAIN FEMALE 
INMATES, LOW LEVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS, AND COMMANDOS. AREA "B" 



CONTAINED CRiniNALS AND THE CAHP DISPENSARY- THE TWO INtlATE AREAS 
UERE DIVIDED BY A SOCCER FIELD WITH AN ASSEMBLY HALL WITH 
THE CAHP KITCHEN TO THE REAR OF IT- THERE WERE WALLS RUNNING THE 
LENGTH OF- THE CAUP IN FRONT OF AREAS "A" AND "B" AND DIVIDING THE 
INDIVIDUAL BARRACKS. AT LEAST IN AREA "A". 

4. yHILE AT HO CHEN PRISON THE COtlHANDOS WERE CONFINED TO 

ONE HALF OF ONE BUILDING LOCATED IN THE FAR REAR CORNER OF AREA 
••^A"T THE REMAINDER OF THE BUILDING WAS USED TO DETAIN LOW LEVEL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE COnilANDOS WERE NOT INTERROGATED WHILE AT 
no CHEN AND MERELY STAYED THERE DURING nb3 WHILE AWAITING TRANSFER 
TO ANOTHER PRISON- THE COMMANDOS WERE USED TO PLANT AND HARVEST 
RICE IN PRISON CONTROLLED RICE FIELDS ADJACENT TO THEIR CAMP- 
THERE WAS NO BARBED WIRE NOTED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, NO TRENCHES OR GUN 
POSITIONS. NO PONDS. AND NO ELECTRICITY AT THE SUB-CAMP IN WHICH 
COMMANDOS WERE DETAINED- SEVERAL COMMANDO INMATES WERE TAKEN IN 
nb3 TO ASSIST CRIMINAL INMATES IN CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW DETENTION 
AREA AT THE BASE OF HILLS APPROXIMATELY 3 KILOMETERS DISTANT WHICH 
WAS RUMORED SEVERAL YEARS LATER TO BE USED TO DETAIN AMERICAN PILOT 
PUS- {VO-PW COMMENT: UNKNOWN TO TEAM "TAN BINH" AT THE TIME. 



PHOTOGRAPHS OF EACH TEAil riEDBER WERE SHO^N TO nEHBERS OF 

TEAH WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN JANUARY nb2 DURING A 

SUPPLY DELIVERY HISSION IN (2UAN6 NINH PROVINCE- THIS PERI1ITTED THE 
SECURITY SERVICES TO ACCURATELY NAME AND OBTAIN THE COMPLETE 
BACKGROUNDS ON ALL HEUBERS OF TEAM ^MAi, AT HO CHEN- THIS 
INFORMATION DAS PROVIDED BY ^ C A MEMBER OF TEAM 

K^AKxt, CURRENTLY BEING INTERVIEWED BY DIA/VO-PU>. 
..S.-- THE COMMANDOS WERE OF THE OPINION THEIR IMPRISONMENT AT 

MO CHEN WAS A FIELD EXPEDIENT AS THEY LIERE AMONG THE EARLIEST 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED AND THE PUBLIC SECURITY OFFICIALS UERE NOT YET 
PREPARED TO INTRODUCE THEM INTO THE GENERAL PRISON SYSTEM- ONLY 
ONE OTHER COMMANDO TEAM WAS REPORTEDLY HELD AT MO CHEN, THOUGH 
PERHAPS SEVERAL YEARS LATER- THAT WAS A COMMANDO TEAM DROPPED BY 
PARACHUTE INTO THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA AND INCLUDED COMMANDOS 

comments: information ABOVE WAS PROVIDED BY FORMER 

VIETNAMESE BOATMEN, ^^AM.a_ AND >0 MEMBERS OF BOAT 

SUPPORT TEAM MAl^^^ • CAPTURED IN MID-l^bS DURING AN ABORTIVE 
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niSSIOK i^ITH SOUTH VIETNAHESE FROGHEN AGAINST f^ORTH VIETUAHESE 
VESSELS ON THE SONG GIANG RIVER, (3UANG BINH PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAH- 
BOTH N^a^ AND Kl>VHt- WERE IHPRISONED AT HO CHEN PRISON 

DURING DECEhBER I'^bE - DECEHBER l^^bB. THEY CONTINUE TO UNDERGO 
INTERVIEuiS BY DIA/VO-PU CONCERNING THEIR PERIOD OF inPRISONHENT IN 
NORTH VIETNAn. THEIR DESCRIPTION OF HO CHEN PRISON CORRELATES TO 
THAT FACILITY AT aimoaN/lQSE031E AND REFERRED TO DURING THE 
.^lEINAH CONFLICT AS THE XOH APLO PU CAIIP N-SL VO-Pb) IS ALSO 
INTERVIEWING ^A*^^ A HEPIBER OF THE SAtlE TEAH MAkE, 

bIHO WAS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEU DETENTION 
FACILITIES REPORTEDLY USED LATER FOR CONFINEHENT OF U-S- PUS- 



COLL: NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGbJiCK D. TOURISON, JR., SENIOR Vn DESK ANALYST, VO-PUB 
APPR: frank J. CAPILLUPO, COL, USAF , CHIEF, VO-PU 
EVAL: N/A 
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OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE 

THE OPERATION DESIGNED TO FORCIBLY RESCUE US PWs FROM 'THE 
SON TAY PRISONER OF WAR CAMP IN NORTH VIETNAM WAS FIRST 
PROPOSED IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR WHEN A REQUEST TO DETERMINE THE 
FEASIBILITY FOR JUST SUCH A CONCEPT WAS BRIEFED. IN JULY, 
THE CONCEPT WAS APPROVED WITH THE METHOD OF RECOVERY FOR SON 
TAY, AND A STAFF WAS ORGANIZED FROM THE SERVICES TO CONDUCT 
DETAILED PLANNING AND TRAINING. THE SERVICES WERE FURTHER 
DIRECTED TO PROVIDE THE RESOURCES WITH WHICH TO FORM A FORCE 
AND A TRAINING SITE WAS SELECTED. IN AUGUST, THE SECDEF WAS 
BRIEFED AND SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED A PROGRAM OF INTENSIVE 
TRAINING. AND REHEARSALS TO COMMENCE IN SEPTEMBER IN THE EVENT 
AUTHORITY WAS RECEIVED FOR THE PROPOSED OPERATION TO TAKE PLACE. 
BY OCTOBER, THE CONCEPT HAD BEEN PROVEN IN TRAINING AND. THE JCS 
RECOMMENDED THAT THE MISSION- BE EXECUTED BETWEEN THE DATES OF 
20 AND 25 NOVEMBER. THE. PREFERRED DATE WAS DECLARED AS EARLY 
ON 22 NOVEMBER, SUNDAY MORNING, HANOI TIME. THE OPERATION HAD 
TO BE INITIATED ONE DAY EARLIER, THE- 21st, TO' AVOID PREDICTED 
WEATHER COMPLICATIONS. 

• OUR FORCES ARRIVED IN THE OBJECTIVE AREA BY AIR, PRECISELY 
ACCORDING TO PLAN FROM THAILAND OVER UOS AND INTO NVN FROM THE 
WEST, AS INDICATED ON THIS SLIDE. A..C-130, FOR ESSENTIAL ENROUTE 
AND PINPOINT TERMINAL NAVIGATION, AND A-1 AIRCRAFT DEPARTED 
THEIR BASES FOR A HELICOPTER REFUELING POINT NORTH OF THE 
PLAINE DES JARRES. 



. • A SHORT TIME LATER, SIMILAR C-130 ALSO LAUNC>IED, AND ^ 
PROCEEDED TO THIS SAME RENDEZVOUS. 

THE ASSAULT FORCE HELICOPTERS, DEPARTED, JOINED THEIR RE- 
FUELING AIRCRAFT, AND COMPLETED REFUELING, AS PLANNED,ONE 
HOUR PRIOR TO ARRIVING AT THE SON TAY CAMP. 

THESE FORCES COMBINED AND FORMED 2 GROUPS, WITH THE LEAD 
C-130 AND THE H/Cs COMPRISING THE FIRST GROUP'- FOLLOWED IN 
10 MINUTES BY THE OTHER C-i30 WITH A-ls. 

THESE TWO FORMATIONS CROSSED HIGH POINTS ON THE ROUTE IN 
UOS AT 2000 FEET. ABOVE GROUND LEVEL. THE FORCE DESCENDED TO 
1000 FEET AS it MOVED INTO NORTH VIETNAM ABOUT 38 MINUTES PRIOR 
. TO TOT. ■ IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE NVN NW RADAR NETWORK DID NOT 
DETECT THE FORMATION ALL THE WAY TO THE OBJECTIVE. • 

JUST PRIOR TO THE APPEARANCE OF THE FORCE FROM THE WEST, 
DIVERSIONARY PENETRATIONS BY NAVY AIR TOWARD THE COAST TRIGGERED 
A CONVENTIONAL AIR ATTACK RESPONSE BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 
TH.US, NVN RESOURCES AND ATTENTION WERE DIVERTED FROM THE RESCUE 
EFFORT. 

ADDITIONALLY, F-^ls CYCLED INTO THE OBJECTIVE AREA TO 
PERFORM MIG CAP ORBITS IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI. 

THE MISSION -COMMANDER, GENERAL MANOR, WAS AT A CONTROL , . 
CENTER LOCATED AT MONKEY MOUNTAIN NEAR DA NANG AND MONITORED 
DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY UNFOLDED AND DIRECTED THE FORCES ACCORDINGLY. 
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THE FORIiATION APPROACHED THE CAMP AT LOW LEVEL. THERE. 
WERE EXCELLENT NAVIGATION FEATURES ALONG THE APPROACH ROUTf 
THAT WERE EASILY DISCERNIBLE BY THE CREWS. ASSAULT TACTICS 
COMMENCED WHEN FLARES WERE RELEASED DIRECTLY. OVER THE PRISON. 

AFTER PASSING OVER THE PRISON/ SUPPORT AIRCRAFT DROPPED 
FIRE FIGHT SIMULATORS SOUTHEAST OF SON TAY CITY TO SPLIT AND 
DIVERT AJTENTION OF ENEMY FORCES BILLETED IN THE TOWN, THEN 
CONTINUED TO THE SOUTHWEST AND DROPPED TWO FIREBOMBS, MARKER 
FLARES, AND FIRE FIGHT SIMULATORS IN THE VICINITY OF AN 
AMMUNITION STORAGE AREA FOUR KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE TARGET. 
THE FIREBOMBS SERVED THE DUAL PURPOSE OF CREATING A DIVERSION 
■ AND PROVIDING A HIGHLY VISABLE ANCHOR POINT FOR COVER AIRCRAFT 
TO ORBIT. THIS ANCHOR WAS LOCiTED AT THE MOST PROBABLE SOURCE 
OF ANY GROUND THREAT TO. THE PRISON OPERATIONS - NONE DEVELOPED 
IN THIS AREA. 

THE SON TAY PRISON CAMP IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 20 NM NW 

op HANOI WELL AWAY FROM CIVILIAN HABITATION - IN RICE PADDIES . 

! 

ABOUT ONE KM NW OF SON TAY CITY. THE CAMP CONSISTED OF TWO ' 
SEPARATE PORTIONS: 

(1) THE WALLED COMPOUND AND (2) AN ADMIN SUPPORT AREA OUT- 
SIDE THE WALL. OUR PWs WERE REPORTED TO BE HOUSED IN. THE FOUR 
LARGE BUILDINGS IN THE COMPOUND. THE WALL IS ABOUT SEVEN FEET IN 
HEIGHT AND HAD GUARD TOWERS ALONG THE WEST WALL. THE REMAINDER 
OF THE STRUCTURES WERE GUARD QUARTERS OR SUPPORT BUILDINGS. THERE 



WERE INDICATIONS THAT APPROXIMATELY 70 PWs WEREHITHIN THE CAMP. 

THE GROyND ATTACK FORCE .CONSISTED OF ABOUT 50 US ARMYi 
SPECIAL FORCES PERSONNEL COMMANDED BY COL ARTHUR D. SIMONS. 
THE ESSENTIALS OF THIS OPERATION WERE, SURPRISE, SPEED, AND 
SIMPLICITY. 

THE ATTACK STARTED. WITH A HELIBORNE ASSAULT ON THE CAMP 
BY HELICOPTERS MAKING FLARE-LIGHTED WEST-SOUTHWEST FIRING 
APPROACHES. ... 

H-HOUR PUT THE LEAD HELICOPTER, ON THE GROUND IN THE 
COURTYARD OF THE COMPOUND.- THE ASSAULT GROUP ABOARD THIS' 
HELICOPTER, SECURED THE INSIDE OF THE COMPOUND AND THEN PROCEEDED 
TO DESIGNATED CELLBLOCKS. A SEARCH OF THE BUILDINGS CONFIRMED 
THAT THE COMPOUND HAD IN FACT.JEEN A PRISON BUT APPARENTLY HAD 
NOT BEEN USED FOR THIS PURPOSE RECENTLY. THERE WAS EVIDENCE 
THAT PORTIONS OF THE BUILDINGS WERE USED TO BILLET NVN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL. IT WAS NOTED THAT THE YARD AREA WITHIN THE COMPOUND 
WAS BEING USED AS A GARDEN PLOT." THE ASSAULT FORCE LEADER AND. 
HIS MEN WENT THROUGH EVERY BUILDING -WITHIN THE 'COMPOUND. HE " 
STATED THAT THE BUILDINGS APPEARED NOT TO HAVE BEEN USED FOR 
THREE TO FOUR MONTHS. ' 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ASSAULT GROUP LANDED INSIDE OTHER 
HELICOPTERS LANDED OUTSIDE TO THE SOUTH OF THE COMPOUND AND 
MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY DURING A SWEEP OF THESE AREAS SOUTH 
AND EAST WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. 



THE SEARCH OF SUPPORT BUILDINGS WAS HALTED "BY THE GROUND 
FORCE COMMANDER UPON DETERMINATION THAT NO PWs WERE IN THE 
COMPOUND. THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE 180 METERS NORTHEAST OF THE COM- 
POUND WAS NOT DESTROYED AS SCHEDULED BECAUSE OF THE WITHDRAWAL 
UPON DETERMINATION, THAT NO PWs WERE PRESENT, COLONEL SIMONS, 
TASK GROUP DEPUTY COMMANDER, DIRECTED THE EXTRACTION OF THE 
FORCE. PRIOR TO LEAVING THE OBJECTIVE AREA THE HELICOPTER IN 
THE COMPOUND WAS DESTROYED ACCORDING TO PLAN. A-1 AIRCRAFT 
PROVIDED COVER WITH THE ONLY TARGETS ATTACKED BEING A FOOT BRIDGE SOUTH 
AND EAST OF THE OBJECTIVE AND THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE NORTHEAST OF THE 
OBJECTIVE AREA. THE FOOT BRIDGE WAS DESTROYED AND A TOTAL OF SIX 
STRAFFING PASSES WERE MADE ON THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE WITH NO RESULTS 
OBSERVED. EXCEPT FOR SMALL ARMS FIRE COMING FROM THE VICINITY OF 
SON TAY CITY, NO FIRE WAS RECEIVED IN.THE OBJECTIVE AREA. AIR- 
CRAFT ORBITING IN THE MT BA VI AREA DID NOT ATTACK ENEMY TARGETS. 
THEY WERE ENGAGED BY ONE GUN POSITION BUT DID NOT COUNTER AS THE 
FIRE WAS INACCURATE. AIRCRAFT DROPPED UNUSED ORDNANCE ON THE 
OPEN HIGHWAY AND JETTISONED IN' A LAKE TO LIGHTEN THE LOAD FOR" 
THE RETURN TRIP. 

. ALL SUPPORTING FORCES, TO INCLUDE THE NAVY DIVERSION \ 
ACCOMPLISHED THEIR MISSION AS SPECIFIED. THE MIG CAP, SAM ! 
SUPPRESSION aircraft; AND NAVY DIVERSION FORCES WERE DETECTED ^ 
AND TRACKED AS THEY APPROACHED THE NVN DEFENSE BOUNDARY. THE 
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NVN DEFENSES REACTED BY UUNCHIN6 MI6 AIRCRAFT BUJ FAILEDiTO 

i 

EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE ANY OF OUR FORCES. APPROXIMATELY TEN TO 
TWELVE MINUTES AFTER PENETRATION OF NVN DEFENSES, SA-2 MISSILES 
WERE LAUNCHED AGAINST THE SUPPRESSION' AIRCRAFT. IT APPEARS 
THAT AT LEAST TWO MAY HAVE BEEN FIRED AGAINST AIRCRAFT ORBIT- 
ING MT BA VI. TWO F-105S SUSTAINED DAMAGE FROM SA-2 MISSILES 
AND THE CREW OF ONE OF THESE AIRCRAFT WAS FORCED TO EJECT OVER . 
LAOS. IT IS ESTIMATED A TOTAL OF 15 SA-2 MISSILES WERE FIRED. 
LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY WAS OBSERVED FIRING FROM POSITIONS 
SOUTHWEST AND NORTH OF THE OBJECTIVE. THIS FIRE WAS INACCURATE 
AND APPARENTLY NOT RADAR DIRECTED; THEREFORE, THESE GUNS WERE 
. NOT ATTACKED. THE ENTIRE FORCE EGRESSED ACCORDING TO PLAN 
WITH HELICOPTERS IN THE FORCETPARTICJPATING IN THE SAR EFFORT 
FOR RECOVERY OF THE DOWNED F-l05 CREW'. THIS CREW HAS BEEN 
RECOVERED AND IS REPORTED IN GOOD CONDITION. THERE WERE NO SERIOUS 
FRIENDLY CASUALTIES; ONE US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES MEMBER SUFFERED 
A SLIGHT WOUND BELIEVED TO BE CAUSED BY AN AK-^lZ ROUND', A USAF 
HELICOPTER MECHANIC SUFFERED A BROKeI) ANKLE. 

THE ENTIRE NAVY DIVERIONARY OPERATION, INCLUDING TIMING, WAS 
EXECUTED AS PLANNED. THREE SHRIKES WERE FIRED IN RESPONSE 
TO ABOUT 20 SAMs' BEING UUNCHED AGAINST THE DIVERSION AND A ... 
TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED NINETY FLARES WERE DROPPED. NO OTHER 

6 . 



OtoNANCE WAS EXPENDED IN THIS AREA. WEATHER IN^HE HAIPHbNG 

j 

AND NORTHEASTERN NVN AREA WAS CLEAR WITH UNLIMITED VISIBILITY. 
LIGHTS FROM THE CITIES WERE CLEARLY VISIBLE. NO OPERATIONAL 
FACILITIES WERE ENCOUNTERED AND ALL NAVY AIRCRAFT RECOVERED 
SAFELY ABOARD THEIR PARENT CVAs. 
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THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0025 92. 



COUNTRY: 

SUB J: • 
CAMP. 



** THIS IS A COMBINED HKSSAGE VrV«v*,vv~AHW!r;V**/ 
VIETOAM (VM). 

IIR 6 024 0025 92/FORMF.R SON TAY POW 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: 911103. 



SOURCE: IWO MINISTRY 

OF THE INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE THE CURRENT 
COMMANDER AND DEPUTY OF THE SON TAY FACILITY AND LIVE 
SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 
SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: " IHIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 

REPORT CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAif CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED OUT THEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 1. THE SON TAY PRISON WAS I.OCATED IN 

SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY -FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST OF 
HANOI, VIC //UTMCOORDS— 48QWJ5337/MAP SERIES L7014; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AMS 1967//. 

2. IN 1979, THE SON TAY PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE 1 OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TIME, THE FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON. AS FAR AS THE FACILITY COMMANDER KNEW, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE 1973. IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE CAMP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20 OR 21 NOV 1971. 
THEY SAID THAT THERE WERE NO LONGER ANY PRISONS IN THE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3. THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE U.S. 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE CAMP OF A 30 - 40 FOOT BANK DOWN 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS), IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTH SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, MADE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT WAS THE OCCURRENCE OF A FLOOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). 

4. ORIGINALLY, Tlffi BUILDINGS ALL HAD RED TILE 
ROOFS. HOWEVER, HIE TWO MAIN BUILDINGS, WHICH HAVE 
HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND BEEN CONVERTCD 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN REROOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTHER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP 'HIE DOORS TO THE INDIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE HINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL IN EVIDENCE, AS ARE THE 
AREAS .OF DARKER COLOR LEFT FROM WHITE WASHING OVER HIE 
NEW BRICK WORK WHERE THE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS TO MATCH THE SURROUNDING WALLS 



(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & H AND ENCI. 2, 1>IK3T0S 20 & 
21) AND TIIE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE METAL DOORS ON THE 
ENDS OP«ffi BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5)T THE 
FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN USE- FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
BUILDINGS A & E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4, 23, 24, 25, 26 & 
27). 

5. ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE PRISON WALL ARE 
STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTHER TWO SIDES. MOST OF THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2 PHCrrOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SMALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOTOS 10 & 13). THESE WO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLLEY BALL COURT WHERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . 

6. IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH nilS 
INVESTIGATION THAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NATURE STILL HELD AT THE FORMER SON TAY PRISON. 

COMMENTS 

1. SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED ALL 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. LSI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF THE CAMP REQUESTED. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION HELD WHILE DRINKING 
TEA IN THE HEADQUARl-ERS BUILDING, MR. HO XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COMMANDER FOR MRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN THE EVENING 
AFTER DUTY HOURS. THIS WAS THE FIRST THAT LSI HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO THIS FACILITY, SO ASKED MR. 
DINH ABOUT IT. MR. DICH REPLIED THAT MRS. BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON" AND MAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. POW'S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURING HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAM. 

3. THIS FACILITY WAS NOT ON LSl'S LIST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 
TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, LSI UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, WHICH IS ON THE LIST AND WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI DID NOT FIND OUT THE 
TRUTH UNTIL ARRIVAL AT SON TAY PRISON. WHEN ASKED WHY 
WE had' VISITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID 'HIAT THE HANOI 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE THAT PRISON INVESTIGATED, BUT THIS COULD NOT BE 



HANOI OFfilCE CHIEF COMMENTS: HANOI OF.FICF. GHIEF WAS 
NOT PRESENI-4)URING THE INVESTIGATION. 



ADMIN 

PROJ: 6999-15. 
COLL: AC. 
INSTR: US: NO. 

PREP: TM-05. 

ENCL: 02 TO DIA/PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

1. SKETCH OF SON TAY PRISON CAMP WITH 
LOCATIONS AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 
CAMERA: NIKON N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOR 35-105, 
1:3.5 - 4.5 ZOOM LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35MM 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 
D. PHOTO 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CAMP 

C. PHOTO 3, GATE GUARD SHACK 

D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 

E. PHOTO 5, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
G-NOTE FORMER WALL USED TO BE WITHIN WO riETERS OF THE 
NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING 

F. PHOTO 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 

F 

H. PHOTO 8, FORMER PRISON KITCHEN 

J 

I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DKSTROYED 
BUILDING AND WALL IN DISTANCE 

J. PHOTO 10, DESTROYED BUILDING, 
CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANCE 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WALL 
M. PHOTO 13, REAR WALL WITH 
DESTROYED BUILDING L 

N. PHOTO- 14, GUARD TOWER WITFI 
OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL NEAREST RIVER 

0. PHOTO 15, OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL 

P. PHOTO 16, VIEW DOWN 30 - 40 
FOCXr RIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 

Q. PHOTO 17, OUTSIDE OF GUARD 
TOWER AND REAR WALL WITH PRISON BUILDING H IN DISTANCE 



R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUtLDING 11. 
NOTE HINGES FROM FORMER DOOR BETOEEN MR. DICH (WITH 
CAP) ANI>JWINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM - 

_^ S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUILDING G 

FROM PRISON BUILDING II 

T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 

U. PHOTO 21, PRISON BUILDING G 
V. PHOTO 22, PRISON BUILDING F 
W. PHOTO 23, FORMER CADRE MESS 
X. PHOTO 24, CADRE FAMILY QUARITSRS 

E 

Y. PHOTO 25, FORMER CISTERN D 

Z. PHOTO 26, FORMER CADRE KITCHEN 

C 

AA. PHOTO 27, HEADQUARTERS 
BUILDING A, FROM FAMILY QUARTERS E 

BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 
WALL, CENTER OF PICIURE, SEEN BETl^EEN PRISON BUILDINGS 
G & H 

ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (911103). 

DISSEM: " FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 

POL, 

. SA, DATLO, EX/A, JCRC). 
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QUYET TIEN PRISON 
(AKA: CONG tkOl) 

LOCATION: 5.5 Kilometers from Chinese border, 11.7 kilometers North of Ha Giang town, 
Quan Ba district. Ha Giang Province now Ha Tuyen Province. 

(GEO 230044N/ 10457 14E; UTM 48QVL 955446) 

MAP REFERENCE: a- Series L701: Sheet: 5980II; Scale 1:50,000 

b- Series 1501; Sheet: NF 48-2; Scale: 1:250^000 

National-level^ Ministry of Interior prison^ 'construction of facility known as 
Quyet Tien began as early as 1961 but was not completed and fully operational until 
1964. The main prison was enclosed by 3 meter-high walls. The interior was divided 
by walls into 8 areas of detention; 1 solitary confinement area, 1 work area, 1 medical/ 
mess area, and one central yard. Abutting the west wall was a minimum security 
detention area enclosed by a bamboo stockade fence. Prison administration and 
support facilities were located in an area about 200X300 meters in size adjacent to 
the south wall and main entrance of the prison. 

The majority of the inmates were prominent North Vietnamese political prisoners 
and criminals: However, the prison population included about 200 Republic of South 
Vietnam commandos captured while conducting missions in North Vietnam and Several 
Taiwanese commandos captured after landing by mistake in North Vietnam in the Mid '60s. 
Most of the Vietnamese and Taiwanese commandos were transferred to Pho Lu Prison and 
other facilities by late 1972 or early 1973. Some Vietnamese commandos were sub- 
sequently returned to this prison in mid-73 as punishment for protesting the fact they 
were not released "in accordance with Paris Peace Agreement 

1976 several changes which suggested that the prison 

related functions of this facility were diminishing: The stockade fence around the minim 
security compound had been dismantled; and some structures in this compound had been 
dismantled. Om MMl»le exception was a larce f oundalJ<m.heing laid in the central 



yard of the main prison. The building which was built there was typical of the large 
assembly-halls observed in other prison facilities. A change of function of this 
facility was indicated by the following: Newly completed agricultural irrigation syste 
that piped water from a stream about 1500 meters North of the prison, thru a gridwork 
of pipes and storage cisterns, to the fields East, South and West of the prison and 
administrative/support area; Buildings in the Admin/Support area replaced by a type 
of building and landscaping that analysts state is characteristic of 

Divisional Headquarters buildings for PAVN divisions. 1977 
continued to show at least a change of function for this facility by revealing 
that the thatch roof of the solitary confinement /disciplinary confinement building 
had been removed. The wall of one inner compound also appears to have been breached 
providing easy and direct access from the central court yard site of the Assembly-hall 
type building which dominates the central court yard. 

Sources indicate that during 1978 ^gm^WtKHfttmtk. PAVN had in operation a rear 
service food production base at this facility and prisoners were only brought in 
on a temporary basis for construction labor. Sources have stated that by August 1978 
all prisoners had been permenantly removed from this facility. By December 1981 

indicated that dismantling of the interior of the prison continued. Breaches 
in several interior walls were notes as well as all interior gates left open or taken 
off completly. The interior appeared to be abandoned, except for a few garden plots 
in the old labor area. The admin/support area, including ^tbm ^ large Headquarters 
type building, are well maintained, the grounds are well manicured, and there is 
extensive ciltivated fields in the irrigated land adjacent to the prison and admin/ 
support area* 

In summary, Quyet Tien served as an MOT prison from 1964 until at least December 
1973. During the 26 month period prior to FEB 76, the prison facility deminished, 
an irrigation system was installed in the fields around the prison, and a possible 
Headquarters building was constructed in the admin/support area. The facility 
might have continued to serve as a prison — alhiet-— nf«/1iniitiisblnp capacity, during 



this period; and prisone might have perfcJhned most of labor for the construction 
during this period. In light of source comment even temporary inmates here 

for contruction labor could not have been Icept at this facility much beyond August 197^ 
By 1981 Quyet Tien Prison had been abandoned, and the adjacent support area appears to 
Rave become at least a support Headquarters of the PAVN I^BUCDivision. 
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DATE 

as Sep 81 



TITLE 



Quyet Tien Detention Facility 



PROBLEM J 

Orify existence of Quyet Tien detention camp described by HUHINT sources; and update 
ijB-5D"data base regarding this possible detention facility. 
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DUE DATE 
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ORIGINATOR 
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BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 



RECEIVING OFFICE 



DUE DATE 



ACTION 



SUPPORT 



SUPPORT 



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1 Attached tod identifies neoaraphlc boundries of the districts of Dong Van and 

Qaan Ba. Ha Rianc (Prov), HVN. Tive HUMINT sources have clalr^ed to have been detained 
at '>jtet Tien ca^^p for varving periods of time between 195S and 1978. All o. the 
* mVss dc::cr1be the location' as in Done Van District, although one of the five asserted 
,..at ti:e area is also called Quan 8a. . ,-. „ u^**.^,. 

reported unsuccessful efforts to identify the camp Di-/C is seeking better 

sketches and descriptive data for this camo. 

' " Analysis of Ht'MTN'T rooorts received to date suggests that these sources might 

describing physical facilities and historical events (e.n., July i55 br.ir.bing) 
r*»144dd to the Coc Mi PW cnro (AI<A: Pho Lu Penal Institution), 
Attached 1s s copy of sunvriariaedof v'artime HUHINT reporting re this faclMty. 

^odup'jt t^at voij establish ci file reciarriino Duvet Tien cano and cross reference 
-;t tt Coc wi. We havp detected si<^nesof deception in some of the HI'mint rcportlnq 
associated witi^ Ouvet Tien cann. As we obtain more data from these sources renuest 
that vou examine the possibility that Quyet Tien and Coc Mi ere or aro nor. so-arate 
facilities. 



SIGNATURE 



/?A/ 



PAF NUMBER 



DIAForm 193 (4-«3) 



PROJECT ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS 



BXTE 



3 Nov 81 



ITITLE 



l^ossible Prison - Ha GiaTTg Province, NVN 



"""fo^identify a prison described by HUMINT sources as a detention camp for U.S. PWs. 



DATE IN 



3 Nov 81 



ORIGINATOR 



DIA/DI-.7C 



DUE DATE 

4 Nov 81 



CONTACT 



PRIORITY 



1 



TELEPHONE NUMBER 



BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 



ACTION 



SUPPORT 



RECEIVING OFFICE 



DUE DATE 



SUPPORT 



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1 Request search T:> T;A. 

the area of NVN, north of 22 40 N, east of 104 45E and west of 105 45E, and identify 
all possible walled detention facilities within this area. (Exclude the possible 
detention facility near Lang Dan, 2301N/10458E, which is addressed by a separate ) 

2. Focus particular attention on the area within a 25 km radius of Dong 
Van Town, 2316N/10522E. 

3. Several HUMINT sources have described a prison,' which they call Quyet 
Tien, located in the search area described above. According to these sources the 
prison is a permanent installation with masonry walls (perimeter and interior) and 
masonry buildings. There are adjacent cadre housing and support area, including 
agricultural production areas. The inmate population is approximately 1000-2000, 
including 20-50 U.S. PWs. The prison is serviced by a vehicular road that links Ha 
Giang Town {2250N/10459E) and Dong Van Town (2316N/10522E) . 



SIGNATURE 



PAF NUMBER 



DIA Form 193 (4-63) 



PROJECT ASSIGKMENT INSTRUCTIONS 



DATE 

3 November 1981 



TITLE 



^e>&5 »J>(e i^basttant 3)e4e»>^^ \^a^:lli-^ - Z>^^ A/KV 



PROBLEM 



To provide a historical analysis of a suspect detention installation near Lang Dan, 
NVN, vicinity 2301 OON, 1045800E. 



DATE IN 

3 Nov 81 


DUE DATE , - 

18 Nov 81 (see para 4&5, . 
belovO 


PRIORITY 

1 


ORIGINATOR 

DIA/DI-7C 


CONTACT , 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 



BRANCH ASSIGNMENT 



RECEIVING OFFICE 



DUE DATE 



ACTION 



SUPPORT 



SUPPORT 



SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS 

Ref s : a 



30 Oct 81 working meeting between Cpt McDonald (DB-BC) and ^/^ 
(DI-7C), subj: SAB. 



b. 2-3 Nov 81 phonecons between Mssrs McDonald & Siwik {DB-5C) and 
subj: SAB. 

C-. 23 Apr 81 PAI, w/verbal amendments (see End 1). 



d. 
e. 
f. 



May 81 . 
Jul 81. 
Jul 79 



1 



Refs^identified 'C:>/^A 



, INC. J .«^..„...^v. requirements regarding an installation 

which may correl a te*trrfacilit7 described by several HUMINT sources as Quyet Tien 
Prison. Two of these sources asserted that 20-50 U.S. PWs were imprisoned at Quyet 
Tien from at least 1970 until at least 1976. 



imagery dated after 1960 to 



2. Request search and analysis c>A-t-a- 

answer the following requirements: 

a. Confirm approximate date of construction of installation df Lang Dan and 
its functional use prior to 1970. (Source stated Quyet Tien was built during the early 
■60s.) 



SIGNATURE 



(Continued on page 2) 



PAF NUMBER 



DIA Form 193 (4-63) 



Continued from page 1 



b Confirm the existence and describe the layout and functional 

use (noting significant changes) of the facility at the approximate 
intervals of 1970, '73, '75. '77, and '81. (See requirements at 3, 
below. ) 

c Assess the similarity, or dissimilarity, between source's 

description and sketch (e.g., entrance structure, number apd distnbution^^^ ^^,.yr.^ 
of buildings and interior compounds, sat/el(ite camp^) of Quyet Tien . e^.- 

prison and:. 

- The Lang Dan installation, at each time interval noted above. 

- The Coc Mi installation, in 1966 and 1976 



d. Confirm the location of all above-ground masonry constructed 
waterstorage tanks or cisterns, if any, within the Lang Dan and Coc Mi 
installations. One source stated that he had been able to peer over the 
low wall surrounding the U.S. PW quarters (Point A on End. 2) by standing 
atop the masonry wall of a cistern in the upper-left quadrant (Point B 

on End. 2) of the Quyet Tien prison. According to this source, the 
cistern was used as a soaking tajc for bamboo rods that would be made 
into wicker material used to wea\/e baskets. The source would not estimate 
the size of the cistern. 

e. Describe the location, layout and functional use of all possible 
detention facilities, if any, located within 25 km radius of the Lang Dan 
installation. (See End. 1.) 

f Estimate the possibility that the Lang Dan installation is 

located adjacent to an agricultural production site. (One source asserted 
that Quyet Tien prison is adjacent to approximately 7000 acres of farmed 
land. ) 

3 Provide hand-annotated photos of the Lang Dan installation at each 
of the approximate dates noted in 2a and 2b, above. Request 1 each 20x24 
print, 5 each 10x12 prints, and one dup-positive for each interval. 

4 Upon completion of requirements in para 2 & 3, above, provide 
briefing board and annotated sketches in format to be coordinated between 
DB-5C and DI-7C analysts. 

• 5. Request that following portions of above requirements be 

accomplished by COB 4 Nov 81: 

- Annotated photos dated in '70 (or earliest possible date thereafter). 

- Annotated photos dated in '77. 

- Annotated photos dated in '81. 

- Interim narrative response to para 2c-2d, above. 



./ 



..... -^^^--'^----mmm^: . . 

;-;7::; m I,. O^TENVON CQMPOU NQ, CO C M, POSS/BLE PW CAMP N.34 

UCIMILO Wi _^ ^ Function D.meni.on» 



Item 



Function * 




bimentions 
(ft) 




Spt bld» . 

sect •■4^5«*>::^'*:-'.t:. T'' 
«ctb:^^^^(^,> 

Quartan '^.'•'>-''-' • 

Sptbldg rii^V : ■y'*'V' 

SptWdg;;?': '^z . v 

Sptbldg . 

Quarter* «% ■ 

Latrine ■ 

Ouartera^ 

Sptbldg-.' ^. 

Spt Wdg 

Pofts detention bldg 

Pots detention bldg 

Latrine 

Latrine 

Sptbldg 

Poet detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Pott detention bldg 
Latrine 

Pom detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Spt bldg ' 



12x10 

tOx 15 
10 X 8 
265 X 25 
10 X 8 
12x10 
45 x20 
90x26 
15x 16 
130x30 
15x10 
35x20 
80x1S 
85x25 
18x 6. 
30x10 
10 X 8 
50x20 
45x20 
85x30 
30x 8 
60x20 
115x25 
25x15 



Oimeniions 




2^ 



25 



Kitchen . 
sects ' 

sect b "r^-"*-^- - 
Messhell '.•-r;^;'.- ' ' 

sects -- ..rr '^t^-:^ " 

sectb 
Latrine 

Poss detention bldg 
Poss detention bidgs 
Sec Wdg & arcade entr 
Sptbldg 
Spt bidgs 

Poss detention Mdg 
Latrine 

Poss detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Utrine 
Sptbldg 
Latrine 

Poss detention Mdg 
Latrino 

Poss detention bldg 
Pott <tetention bldg 
Latrirte 

Spt bldg 



60x25 
25 x20 

85x30 
20x 12 
8x 8 
80x25 
105x25 
3Sx 15 
15x12 
12x12 
70x15 
25 X 8 
110x25 
90x20 
110x25 
15 X 10 
20x 12 
IS X 5 
110x25 
ISx 8 
100 X 15 
110x25 
15 X 10 
8x 5 



, 5 ^1 Note: All building, are single stoty. . 
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Personnel Shelter 





w 



II: 






1?* 





m 










40 






S43'!: 




200 



FEET (APRXI 





Appr oval " * 
As Rc:;ut:i>tGd_ 
;irc:jlato - 



Tcr CU.:iVr.r\ce_ 

For Cor ic. lion 

Fo r Your ]}jjOu n a \\ on 

n"^4^^^__ 



Per Cc.r. vcr-Ciio n 
FVfc pa re^ Reply _ 
Sfc Me J 



kVy ..i-.'.vv..<£ ..^^ c.crJU^ M,<^.T^ArieSE. .^Jg^,^ 

t>i 7'^..e pr!i^>r.. . ■ . • • • ' . 

liiloJtA -frorn. ofUs)^ . ^^/^a^S^ . .. 

o /Vo/c ^-Vr/ /7;.»t ZV/,,/ v5iil .V£.-/fV7-- rrhr.-^iy fcr 

tke 

ii>/^ /f£ X)isc)p,hKr..^y Cells: fif tc^^^ />:asr^ry /w/X. 



DO NOT us« this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, : - - 

r - . . • clearances, and similar actions . " ' " ' 



FROM: (Name, org. sy:n5o/, Asency/Post) 


Rccm No. — Bldg. . 




Phone No. • , - . 



i^U.S. G. P.O. 1 977-241 -530/3090 



OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 

Prr5cnb>ed by GSA • - . 

fPMR (41 Crk) 101-11.206 



1 1 



^ 0 



CD 



I 



C 



r ^ 



Wa/ Palihcal 



1 



o 



r 



— ■■ •- ✓ --^vi - 

j j t^er{aary 

o 

y— J ^ » 



□ 



Diiciplir.iiry ^ 
Cells 



{ y~ 



[1 o 

— 1 1 



□ 



CZ.l 



! 1 Y- \ 1 



K K 



t 



Mess 



Ha I! 




XT "^Tl ^ 
o ;5 o 
^ r> o 



o s: .. -"^ i>. 
cv r> v> 

^ f;; ^. 
r 8 o 



1 1 



■AV — n 



O 



^^1 



! \ 



H 



- I 



51 



> ^ 



in 



o 



r" 



- ! \- 



.1 



I>OUT!MG AHO THAKShim'AI. SUP ' 



'■'0' (/.'; ci.Tce 5y.y:t>of, ro^iCt niunbur. 



a ^ •' 

: 

Ccrn:v,;nt 

CoJ.dir._fition^ 



0<ite 



Filer _ 
For Clcoianc© 



For_Corrcctiori_ 

Fr>r Yot:r Ir.for.n:^Uon 

lnvcst|j;5te_^ 

Justify 



fi'ote 3nd Return ^ 



Pcf^Co n Y :i r>--;: lion^ 

P,ep?.r8 Rf::ply 

See ?.'c 



p€r;c^ Dec 7;^- Dec 73. TA/s ;5.^A£ /.^t^ 



DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of 2 pprova Is. concurrences, disposals. 

. • clearances, and similar action s ; r • 

FROM: (»Vamc, org. symbol Agency /Post) j . - - 



Room No.— BIdg. 



Phone No. 



1-102 • :. ; . • 

i>U.S. G.P.O. 1977-241-530/3090 



OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
Pne»cribrd by GSA ' ^ • * - 
FPMR (41 CFrO 101-11.206 . 



Oato 



ROUTING AHD TKANShUTTAL f^UP. 



(^...ne. oJijcc sy.Tioor. re 



Initials Data 



cMon • ■ 

Approval 



r:jioin;:tiOii 



nia 

for Cl&si ance ; 

For Correction _ j 

Fur Your lnfomi?.tion_ 

t:;v.rit;i;2te' _ ^ 

J::s'vify 



i^oie a l td Kclurn 



Per Ccnvcri'-utj-.'n 



Prepare Re ply 
See Me 

Sh:nsture • 



DO NOT us« this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, and similar actions - ' 



FROM: (Name, org. symbol. Agency /Pozt) 



Room No.— Bldg. ' , 



Phone No. 



^1^102 T. ~ '■ ' OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 

J> U.S. G.P.O. 1 977-241-530/3090 FP^/R^^T^CFfc^lOl-n^JOS . • . \ 



Dato 



HOUTiNG'AND THANSF/illTAL SUP. 



TO: (Nsmc, oiHce tyrnbol room number, 
huitdins. Agency /Post) 



Act J on 

As Kc:\iic^od_ 



Data 







File 

For Clf^^iranco 




Note and Return 


Per Conv;;iT.^tion 


For Correction 




Prepare Reply " 


For Your Information 




See Me • 


kivcstigate 


Sisnature 






Justify ' 







DO f.'OT usa this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, and similar actions • 



FROM: (Name, org. symbol, Agency/Post) 



Room No. — BIdg. 



Phone No. 



5041-102 . 

*>U.S. G. P.O. 1977-241-530/3090 



OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 

Prescribed by GSA • - --. 

TPM.R C<1 crk) 101-11.206 .: - ; . 



(3 



Data 



TO: (t^r.me. c.Mcc ryi..tof, roc.n r.vrr.lcr. 



^Ar^.jon _■ 



l-'iJfi - _J 

For C' ■ '•♦;'^ce 

r.^r . ■ *!''^L-. 

for Yc'jr Ir. fc:Trt:^tion_ 
h.vjj,liratG 



•t'ijlft end J^J-^'fH. 
Per Cc r : \ c I S3 • io n_ 
Pre pcj^e R eply 
Se2_Me 



/ ^ 1 

uj;M coccrCz ye.ylr^^f^. 



<f 



DO NOT use this form ss a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals, 
clearances, and f iniilar ;*ction$ 



FROM: (Name, org. symbol, A^encr/Pcst) 



Room No. — Bldg. 



Phone No. 



r^c-^ 1-102 • 



OPTSONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
Prc5Cfibtd by GSA 



. ;■ : * U.S." G.P.O. I 977-241-530/3090 / . F^mMUCF^ 101-1 1.20S = : •. ■.• 




1% i% * 



COUKTHY 

suijtcr 

SOUtCf 



VUtBMi/Talwa 



FacilltUt and Inmates of the Quy«t Tian ReeducatjLfln^ 
Can, Ha Tuyan Province , SocaalMt A^Kfcllc of ViatMB (OOXi 
]jS*lf77J 



Ftm the dabrlefing of a refugee who was 

Juyet Tien Reeducation Camp from 196S to 
rom 1973 to 1977« 



an innate of 
1972 and again 




Ba 



1. As of 1977 the Quyet Tien Reeducation Camp was located in 
District, Ha Tuyen Province (formerly Ha Giang and Tuyen Quang 
Provinces), Socialiit Republic of Vietnam (SRV) • The prison was 
comprised of 11 buildings for inmates, an administrative building 
and a solitary confinement facility. The solitary confinement 
building was destroyed in 1973 following the signing of the Paris * 
agreement between the mv and U.S. governments. The stone walls 
surrounding the prison were seven meters high and 0.70 meter* wide \ 
aad armed guard posts were located at each comer. 

2. In 1977 there were about 350 political prisoners, ZOO South 
Vietnamese Special Forces personnel, and a party of Taiwanese 
intelligence personnel who had been held since April 1967. Prominent 
among political prisoners and Catholic clergy were: 

A. Nguyen Huu ((Dang)}, Ph.D., former Chairman of the Dai 
Viet Party; 

B. Vu Dinh ((Dich)), Dang*s assistant; 

C. Ton That ((Tan)), Participant in the Viet Minh resistance 
imprisoned since 194S; 

D. Monsignor Nguyen Van ((Vinh)) of the Hanoi Archdiocese; 



5669187 
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B. Othtr catholic Ipriests including fathers (fnu) ((Boa)) 
ivftm Ylnh Phu Provinca,: Nguyjen Huu ((Bon)) from '^«*»«^^n , ( fnu) 
((Due)) £to« Ma Tlnh and (fnU) ((Khoi) from Hanoi. Othar i""*^' 
mra Vl#t«a»aa# Comaunist Party members and SRV cadre who had become 
difsatiafied and diienchaAteid %#it)i the Hanoi regime. 

t Lm Tkm frvann a member of the Taiwanese intelligence team 
captur;d U Kg^2i?^Qia5g S!nh Province, in November 196?, gave 

Prison: MocV ((Tal))/ TrinK A ((Sam)), 'T^^ ((^"J >' i^oll 
rrcamll Wont Ac (Una)), Chi Nhuc ((Co)). Tu Chinh ((Hoc)}, Truong 
ifSii)). ffiJ(A^^ Vuong Vien ((Quang)), Hoang 

Gia ((Hoa)),TniongLam ((Klm)i), Ly Van ((JCiet)), Bac Cam ((Hao)) 
and Luyen Chi ((Kien)). (Fiield comment: These names are 
Vietnamised phonetics • The debrief ee did not remember the names 
of the rest of the Taxwanese jinmates.) 

4. Of the 200 Special Forces personnel intexred at Quyet 
Tien Prison from 196S to 1977, SO died from physical torture In 
solitary confinement or from physical exhaustion, diseases and 
malnutrition. Any inmate sent to solitary confinement did not 
expect to aurvive. Major (fnu) ((Sang)), the prison warden, wis 
notoriously known among the ijnmates as '^Bloodoiirvty. . Sang.** 

$. Quyet Tien Prison had a top secret building isolated from 
the reat of the camp known asi '*0'* Zone (khu 0)^where about SO 
inmates intama iMider thW most stringent security conditions, 

according to a guard tasked with bringing food daily to the conpouad. 
Other inmates were warned they would receive an instant death penalty 
if they tried to acquire information on "0" Zone inmates. At 1800 
hours every Saturday^ "0'* Zone inmates were taken to the conmunity 
shower room to clean themselves* During this time all other innstes 
were confined to their quarters and were instructed to close sll doors 
and windows and cover them with blankets. Guards were posted outside 
every barracks to make sure there was no attempt t6 look at *'0'* 
Zone inmates. { 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PU// V 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// JB/«j'3/ J3b/ Je33// 
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT riEADE HD 
USDAO PARIS FR 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-niA// 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 

Qfibfl/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR b-0m-DD12-fi7 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {Vn> 

SUBJ: IIR b-D14-QQ12-fl7 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL- 

DOI: a7D3DD -CRO} 

DIA/NniC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-2D 

S. T0URIS0N/V0-PW/XSDS02/ZI1P 

COL F.J. CAPILLUPO-. USAF VO-PW ,CHF 





OE 



source: a VIETNAMESE RESIDENT OF HOLLAND 

UHOSE REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUntlARY: 55^ IS A FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDO WHO UAS AN 

ACTIVE INFORMANT IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM UNTIL HIS 

FLIGHT TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA BEFORE JANUARY 117^. 

text: 

1^ SSc UAS ONE OF A GROUP OF TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 

CAPTURED BY VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES IN ntS. THE GROUP OF 
APPROXIMATELY SS-30 COMMANDOS WAS CAPTURED WHILE LANDING FROM THEIR 
INFILTRATION TRAWLER ALONG THE COAST OF flUANG NINH PROVINCE IN 
NORTHEASTERN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE GROUP INTENDED TO LAND IN THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA {PRO BUT INADVERTANTLY LANDED IN 
NORTHERN VIETNAM WHERE THEY WERE CAPTURED. 

2. SS^ WAS ONE OF SEVERAL TAIWANESE* COMMANDOS WHO WERE 

USED BY NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON STAFF AS ACTIVE INFORMANTS 
AGAINST OTHER PRISONERS. THIS INFORMATION CAME FROM OTHER 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS HELD WITH 55c_ WHO CAUTIONED OTHER 
PRISONERS TO BE ON THEIR GUARD BECAUSE S5c WAS AN ACTIVE 
INFORMANT. 



03 



3, UAS INITIALLY HELD IN flUANG NINH PROVINCE AFTER 

CAPTURE AN1> UOULD HAVE UNDERGONE INTERROGATION BY BOTH THE 
VIETNAMESE AND PRC SECURITY SERVICES. FROM THE (lID-l'ibO's UNTIL 
n72 HE WAS TOGETHER WITH OTHER TAIWANESE COnilANDOS IN A SEPARATE 
BARRACKS AT THE flUYET TIEN NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN HA GIANG 
PROVINCE ALONG THE VN/PRC BORDER. HE UAS BELIEVED TRANSFERRED TO 
TAN LAP PRISON CIRCA n7S AND WAS PAROLED AS A STATE LABORER IN 
n7b UNDER THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM {SRV} MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR'S SPECIAL AMNESTY DECREE -CLENH DAC XA}. HE WAS 
SUBSE«3UENTLY TRANSFERRED TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 tAKA LAO CAI 
PRISON, AKA PHO LU PRISON> NEAR LAO CAI CITY IN HA TUYEN PROVINCE 
WHERE HE WAS PLACED WITH OTHER PAROLEES IN THE SPECIAL PAROLEE CAMP 
KNOWN AS THE HONG THANG WORKSITE. WHILE AT THE HONG THANG WORKSITE 
HE MAY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED DUTIES WITH THE TEA PRODUCTION UNIT. 
SOURCE BELIEVES Ss^ WAS ONE OF APPROXIMATELY 7-fl TAIWANESE 
COMMANDOS WHO FLED TO THE PRC CIRCA JAN 7T DURING AN ESCAPE FROM 
THE PRISON UNDER THE AUSPICES OF LY CA XA , A MINORITY LEADER WHO 
HAD BEEN IMPRISONED SINCE THE EARLY llbOS . HAS NOT BEEN 

SEEN OR HEARD OF BY FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS SINCE THAT 
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DATE. CSOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE PRECISE DATE FLED 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 BUT KNEW HE WAS NOT THERE AS OF FEB BUT WAS 
THERE THRU THE END OF 1177. > 

M. SOURCE WAS ASKED TO COHHENT ON THE POSSIBILITY ^S>c 

COULD HAVE FIRST FLED TO THE PRC AND THEN RESETTLED IN FRANCE. 
SOURCE, A FORMER INMATE OF THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM 
FOR IS YEARS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH MANY OF THE TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 
UHILE IN PRISON, EXPRESSED SHOCK ANY FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 
WOULD EVER WILLINGLY NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. WHILE IN PRISON THE 
TAIWANESE COMMANDOS ALL SPOKE OF WANTING TO RETURN SOME DAY TO 
TAIWAN. IN THE CASE OF SOURCE EXPRESSED HIS PRIVATE 

BELIEF MIGHT NOT WANT TO RETURN TO TAIWAN AND POSSIBLY 

FACE IMPRISONMENT IN VIEW OF HAVING SERVED AS AN INFORMANT ON OTHER 
TAIWANESE WHILE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. WHAT 
REMAINED UNCLEAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HOW ^S<^ COULD HAVE 
DEPARTED THE PRC AND GONE TO FRANCE. 

VO-PW comment: 1. THE USDAO PARIS RECENTLY RECEIVED 

INFORMATION FROM A CURRENTLY RESIDING IN FRANCE WHICH 

HE REPORTEDLY RECEIVED FROM HIS BROTHER IN HO CHI MINH CITY, 



□s 



VIETNAM. COnPLETE DETAILS ARE CONTAINED IN USDAO PARIS IIR b 632 
0M3fi fib. ^-^^^ IDENTIFIED HII1SELF AS A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF MR. 

>t/AM«. NOU DECEASED. STATED HE IS A FORMER RVN 

OFFICER AND WAS IN VARIOUS CAMPS IN THAILAND DURING im-&3. 

SSc SPECIFIC INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PU/HIA ISSUE IS THE 
REPORTED RECOVERY OF SKELETAL REMAINS OF AN AMERICAN, TOGETHER UITH 
DOC TAGS, IDENTIFIED AS JOSEPH BORS. 

E. DIA/VO-Pb) IN DIA/DI-EE MSG 0153372 JUL 62 IDENTIFIED 

ACCORDING TO n/AMS^ AS A FORMER TAIWANESE 
COMMANDO IMPRISONED UITH /W^<HN NORTH VIETNAM UNTIL 1177 WHEN HE 
FLED FIRST TO THE PRC AND THEN TO HONG KONG IN 1162. /V/WC 
ORIGINALLY SURFACED IN 1162 CLAIMING TO HAVE BEEN HELD TOGETHER 

UITH APPROXIMATELY SO U.S. PUS AT flUYET TIEN PRISON IN THE 117QS. 
^Aue^ OFFERED AT THE TIME TO PUT DIA IN CONTACT UITH ANOTHER 

FORMER COMMANDO, A/y^/Z^- THEN IN HONG KONG AND LATER 

MOVED TO ENGLAND, AS AN INDIVIDUAL UHO COULD SUBSTANTIATE HIS 

CLAIM. 

3. REPORTED DETENTION UITH U.S. PUS HAS BEEN REFUTED 

BY SEVERAL DOZEN FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS HELD AT 
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.UYET TIEN PRISON DURING THE TIHE Mi^B. tlADE HIS REPORTED 
SIGHTING. FURTHER, HAS BEEN REPORTED BY THESE 

SAME PRISONERS AND OTHER FORHER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS UNDER 
REEDUCATION IN NORTHERN VIETNAM TO HAVE BEEN AN INMATE AT THAN« 
PHONG PRISON IN EARLY l^fiOS AND LASTLY BELIEVED STILL ALIVE AT 
CENTRAL PRISON NR 3, TAN KY DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE, SINCE 
naM. THIS PRECLUDES HIS HAVING BEEN IN HONG KONG IN nfl2. ■ 
M. THE NAME JOSEPH BORS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SURFACED IN DOG TAG 
REPORTING FROM FORMER RESIDENTS OF SOUTHERN VIETNAM. HIS NAME IS 
LINKED TO A GROUP OF DOG TAGS IDENTIFIED BY A RECENT SOURCE AS 
ASSOCIATED WITH SRV MINISTRY OF INTERIOR {MOI> ACTIVITIES RELATED 
TO AGENT DISPATCH THRU THE ODP SYSTEM. 

5. IN THE FALL OF ISBb, VO-PU RECEIVED A REPORT FROM A U.S. 
CITIZEN THAT USAF MAJ JOSEPH BORS, UNACCOUNTED FOR SINCE APRIL I'lt.a 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM, UAS ALIVE AND IN THE CUSTODY OF GOLDEN TRIANGLE 
OPIUM UARLORD KHUM SA . IN THE COURSE OF INVESTIGATING THIS REPORT, 
VO-PU INTERVIEWED A TAIWANESE CITIZEN ^ 

Aj/tHfc. HAD BEEN IMPRISONED BY THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS 
FROM n7S-n7T. WHO APPARENTLY PROVIDED 
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THE INFORMATION ON JOSEPH BORS TO THE U.S. CITIZEN, CLAIMED THAT 
HIS INFORMATION HAD COME FROM ONE IN PARIS. /^PROVIDED 

VO-PU ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER', THEY ARE THE SAME AS THE 

ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER IN OUR FILES FOR //A^^ 
b. f^AmA^ SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND MISSION IN FRANCE ARE 
UNCLEAR. IF HE IS THE SAME 0i/A Ml^ AS IDENTIFIED BY A/Aidf^ 
THEN IT APPEARS HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO PROVIDE A BOGUS BACKGROUND. 
UHAT IS MORE CURIOUS, PARTICULARLY IF HE IS THE AfA^ A FORMER 
TAIWANESE COMMANDO, IS UHY AFTER HAVING SOMEHOW DEPARTED THE PRC HE 
DID NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. DIA/VO-PW BELEIVES /^/^(^^ WILL 
BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN THE PU/MIA IN THE FUTURE AND WE CAN 
ANTICIPATE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM HIM ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
PW/niA ISSUE. 

7. DIA/VO-PW HAS RECEIVED REPORTING ASSOCIATED WITH INDIVIDUALS 
WITH CLEAR OR SUSPECTED TIES TO THE SRV MOI WHO FIRST FLED TO CHINA 
AND WERE LATER IDENTIFIED AS HAVING LEFT THE PRC. AT LEAST TWO 
INDIVIDUALS, BOTH CLAIMING PW/MIA INFORMATION, WERE RESCUED ON THE 
HIGH SEAS BY FOREIGN FLAG VESSELS AFTER DEPARTING THE PRC BY BOAT. 
ONE INDIVIDUAL TRANSITED THE BATAAN REFUGEE CAMP, PHILIPPINES, WAS 
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RESETTLED IN FRANCE, AND IS LINKED TO A POSSIBLE ATTEttPT BY AN 
INDIVIDUAL SUSPECTED OF BEING A FOREIGN AGENT OF ATTEtlPTING TO 
CONTACT SEVERAL FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN THE U.S. IN 
THE CASE OF THE TUO INDIVIDUALS DESCIRIBED ABOVE, DIA/VO-PU IS OF 
THE VIEW THE TWO INDIVIDUALS STILL HAVE TIES TO THE SRV MOI AND 
THEIR DEPARTURE FROM THE PRC MAY HAVE BEEN A PRC ACTION TO RID 
THEMSELVES OF UNDESIRABLES. ^^^^ DEPARTURE MAY BE. IN 

THE SAME VEIN. 



INSTRU: U.S. 

PREP: SEDGUICK D. TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK* ANALYST , V0-PU2 
APPR: col K. M. GAINES, USAF , VO-PU, CHIEF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: none 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// i I X / 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI ' 
INFO JCRC LIAISON. BANGKOK TH >t^" / I 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// J2/ J3/ J3b/ JS33// ' ' 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASI>-ISA/PU-niA// 
CIA WASHINGTON DC 
DIRNSA FT GEORGE tlEADE MD. 
NSC WASHINGTON DC 



□0b7/V0-PW 
serial: b-Um-D07b-ab 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY VIETNAM {Vn> 

SUBJ: IIR b-Qm-GD7b-ab/(3UYET TIEN PRISON 

warning: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

DOI: fibOMOb {RO} 

source: VIETNAMESE inillGRANT <> ^ WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE- 

DIA/NniC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-2B/DB-5C 



s.tourison/vo-pw/xsqsdi/chf 



COL F. J-CAPILLUPO.USAFWO-PW.CHF 
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SUHHARY: source describes the late l=i7b VISIT BY AN 

ENTERTAINHENT UNIT TO flUYET TIEN PRISON- 

TEXT: 

1. SOURCE UAS INCARCERATED IN (3UYET TIEN PRISON FROM niD-^n73 

UNTIL TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMAHNDOS TO TUYEN (3UAN6 PRISON IN 
APRIL IN LATE n7b THE PRISON UAS VISITED BY A NATIONAL LEVEL 

ENTERTAINMENT TROUPE CALLED THE "CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP" -CDOAN 
VAN CONG TRUNG UONG}. THIS UAS NOT THE ACTUAL NAME OF THE GROUP BUT 
UAS A DESCRIPTION OF THEIR FUNCTION AND AN IDENTIFICATION THAT IT 
UAS A NATIONAL LEVEL GROUP- PRISON INMATES CIRCULATED A RUMOR THE 
TROUPE VISITED flUYET TIEN PRIMARILY TO PERFORM FOR THE PRISON STAFF', 
HOUEVER, UHILE AT (2UYET TIEN THEY ALSO PERFORMED FOR PRISON INMATES- 
2- THE TROUPE STAYED AT flUYET TIEN PRISON FOR TUO DAYS- THE 

TROUP REPORTEDLY ARRIVED AT AND DEPARTED FROM (3UYET TIEN BY TRUCK- 
ON THE FIRST DAY THE TROUPE PERFORMED FOR PRISON STAFF- SOME 
PRISONERS PROBABLY ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE FOR THE PRISON STAFF BUT 
SOURCE UAS NOT INVITED TO THIS PERFORMANCE- ON THE SECOND DAY THE 
TROUPE VISITED THE PRISON PROPER AND ALL INMATES UERE "ENCOURAGED" 
BY PRISON STAFF TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY THE TROUPE 
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INSIDE THE PRISON. IIANY INHATES ATTENDED THE PERFORHANCE BUT SOHE 
DID NOT ATTEND AND REHAINED INSIDE THEIR BARRACKS- THE TROUPE 
NUtlBERED 1S-2D HALE AND FEflALE PERFORMERS WHO SANG, PLAYED nUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS, AND PERFORMED SKITS IN A PROGRAM WHICH BEGAN AT 
APPROXIMATELY BOOO HOURS AND CONCLUDED AT APPROXIMATELY 2200 HOURS- 
SOURCE ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE BUT HAS NO STRONG RECOLLECTIONS OF 
EITHER THE PERFORMERS OR THEIR SEQUENCE OF PRESENTATION- 
3. AS OF LATE n7b THE INMATE POPULATION OF (3UYET TIEN PRISON 

UAS APPROXIMATELY SOO PERSONS, OF THIS NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 100 UERE 
FORMER COMMANDOS, THE REMAINDER UERE BELIEVED TO BE PRIMARILY 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. SOURCE STATED HE blAS INCARCERATED AT flUYET 
TIEN DURING 1173-77 AND ON ONLY ONE OCCASION, THAT CIRCA FEB 7b, UAS 
HE EVER ABLE TO GO OUTSIDE THE PRISON COMPOUND- FURTHERMORE, SOURCE 
UAS OFTEN IMPRISONED IN THE DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS AND HAD LITTLE 
CONTACT WITH OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES WITH UHOM HE UAS IMPRISONED 
IN t2UYET TIEN PRISON AREA "0". FOR THIS REASON HE ONLY HAD A ROUGH 
ESTIMATE OF THE PRISON POPULATION GAINED FROM COMMENTS MADE FROM 
OTHER COMMANDO INMATES - 

M. ON THE EVENING OF THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE A 
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LARGE NUHBER OF PRISON INtlATES ATTENDED, BASED ON REHARtCS HADE TO 
SOURCE BY THOSE WHO ACTUALLY DID ATTEND- NONE DADE ANY REFERENCE TO 
ANYONE IN ATTENDANCE OTHER THAN INHATE, ENTERTAINHENT GROUP 
PERFORHERS, AND CAHP STAFF. SOURCE WAS OF THE OPINION THAT HAD ANY 
U.S. PUS OR OTHER UNUSUAL PERSONS BEEN PRESENT, HE WOULD CERTAINLY 
HAVE HEARD ABOUT THEH FROH THOSE IdlTH UHOH HE SPOKE WHO ATTENDED THE 
PERFORHANCE. 

S. THE PRISON INI1ATE POPULATION IN LATE UAS DRESSED IN THE 

STANDARD BLUE/GRAY COLORED PRISON GARB HANUFACTURED BY THE INMATES 
AT (3UYET TIEN PRISON. A SHALL NUMBER OF INMATES AT C2UYET TIEN DID 
APPEAR FROM TIHE-TO-TinE IN THE OBSOLETE STRIPED PRISON GARB, 
LEFTOVER FROM THE TIME IN THE nbOS WHEN STRIPED PRISON GARB UAS 
STANDARD IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE, HAVING 
NOT ATTENDED THE EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE, UAS 
UNABLE TO COMMENT WHETHER ANYONE THERE HAD OR HAD NOT WORN SUCH GARB 
BUT HE REMARKED HE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN THE LEAST BIT SURPRISED IF ANY 
HAD WORN SUCH GARB- THE REASON WHY SUCH OBSOLETE PRISON GARB WAS 
STILL IN THE HANDS OF INMATES WAS SIMPLY THAT THE PRISON CLOTHING 
WORE OUT AND THE PRISONERS WERE LIMITED TO TWO SETS OF CLOTHING PER 
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YEAR. THE COflllANDOS HAD NO FAHILY CIEIIBERS UHO COULD PROVIDE THEH 
WITH CLOTHING, AND AS SUCH THEY TENDED TO SAVE ANYTHING, EVEN 
OBSOLETE PRISON CLOTHING- THE POLITICAL AND CRIMINAL PRISONERS ON 
THE OTHER HAND OFTEN HAD A STRANGE HIXTURE OF CLOTHING BECAUSE THE 
FAniLIES OF THESE PRISONERS, RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN VIETNAM, WOULD 
PROVIDE THEIR RELATIVES IN PRISON WITH CIVILIAN CLOTHING FROM TIME 
TO TIME WHICH PRISON STAFF UOULD OVERSTAHP WITH THE STANDARD ".CT" OR 
"CAI TAO" AND THE INDIVDIUAL'S INMATE NUMBER. THE COMMANDOS HAD NO 
SUCH INDIVIDUALS WHO COULD PROVIDE THEM EXTRA CLOTHING- 
b. SOURCE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRAL 

ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PRIOR TO OR AFTER THEIR PERFORMANCE AT (2UYET 
TIEN PRISON. HE DID RECALL HEARING THE CRIMINAL INMATES WITH WHOM 
HE HAD. BRIEF CONTACT REMARK THAT CERTAIN PERFORMERS THAT EVENING 
WERE WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM- 

COMMENTS: SOURCE IS A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COMMANDO, CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN MID-nb7, AND RELEASED FROM 
PRISON IN MID-nfiE. HE ARRIVED IN THE U-S- IN EARLY nSM AND 
CONTINUES TO UNDERGO DEBRIEFING BY VO-PW- 
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INSTRU: U.S. NO 

prep: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON. JR.. SENIOR Vn DESK ANALYST, 

APPR: frank J- CAPILLUPO-. COL, USAF, CH, VO-PU 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEtl: NONE 

WARNING: N/A 
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MSGNO 234 (PCXX) »04/23/87* *20:06 : 10:5.0* 

ZCZC 01:0l»:42Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 8704231 92 1H606 

PTTSZYUW RUEKJCS4298 1132230 RUEALGX. 

P 23223OZ APR 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 221625Z APR 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 
EZ1: 

EZ2: 

O5I6/VO-PW 
SERIAL: I IR-6-0 14-0003-87 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0003-87/PRISONS AND PRISON INMATE PERSONALITIES 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 
DOI: 861200 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT 2»<- WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

1. A DIA VO-PW ANALYST INTERVIEWED ^<i- TO OBTAIN 

ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING PLACES AND LOCATIONS PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED DURING A 1 JULY 1985 EVENING TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW WITH 
//AHe^ FOLLOWING ARE THE RESULTS: 

A. WORKSITE 45A (CONG TRUONG 45A). INMATES FROM QUYET TIEN PRISON 
WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 FOR PRE-PW RELEASE 
ORIENTATION MENTIONED THE USE OF THE PHRASE "CONG TRUONG 45A". 
THEY SAID IT WAS USED AS A MAIL CORRESPONDENCE COVER DESIGNATOR FOR 
QUYET TIEN PRISONERS WHO WROTE TO RELATIVES IN NVN. 

B. VINH TIEN PRISON. VINH TIEN PRISON , ACCORDING TO INMATES FROM 
QUYET TIEN, WAS AN HOI NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF QUYET TIEN PRISON. SOME SVN COMMANDOS HELD AT QUYET 
TIEN PRISON HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED THERE FOR A PERIOD OF TIME AND 
THEN RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN CIRCA 1970-71. 

C. ONLY ONE COMMANDO HELD AT QUYET TIEN, NGUYEN DUY KHOAN, A 
MEMBER OF TEAM "HADLEY", WAS KNOWN TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE FROM 
QUYET TIEN. KHOAN FLED QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978 AND WAS RECAPTURED 
AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS OF FREEDOM. HE HAD OBTAINED A HAND-MADE 
MAP OF THE AREA DISCARDED BY A CAMP CADRE AND HAD MEMORIZED THE 
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ROUTE TO BE USED TO FLEE TO THE PRC. AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS' 
FREEDOM HE STUMBLED INTO A CAMP CADRE WHILE MOVING ALONG A TRAIL 
SOME SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE CAMP. HE WAS CAPTURED BY THE CADRE 
AND RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN WHERE HE WAS BEATEN AND LATER SHACKLED. 
SOURCE SPOKE WITH KHOAN CONCERNING THE INCIDENT AND KHOAN MADE NO 
MENTION OF ANYTHING UNUSUAL HAVING BEEN SEEN DURING HIS SEVERAL 
HOURS FREEDOM. SOURCE BELIEVED KHOAN WOULD HAVE TOLD HIM IF HE HAD 
SEEN ANY U.S. PWS DURING HIS ESCAPE. THERE WERE OTHER ESCAPE 
ATTEMPTS AT QUYET TIEN BUT ONLY BY CRIMINAL INMATES. ONE INMATE, . 
AN ETHNIC MEO, FLED SUCCESSFULLY IN 1977 AND WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
REACHED THE PRC. IN ANOTHER ESCAPE, DATE NOT RECALLED, THREE 
INMATES SUCCESSFULLY FLED AND DID NOT RETURN. AN AFROASIAN, LONG, 
ESCAPED ONCE, DATE UNRECALLED, AND WAS CAPTURED IN THE DELTA 
LOWLANDS SOME CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY. LONG HELD THE CAMP 
RECORD OF HAVING FLED THE LONGEST DISTANCE INSIDE NVN PRIOR TO 
RECAPTURE. AFTER BEING RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN, LONG WAS SHOT IN 
THE THIGH BY ASPIRANT KIM, MOI LIAISON OFFICER TO QUYET TIEN FOR 
COMMANDO PRISONERS AND CONCURRENTLY A CAMP DUTY OFFICER. THE 
SHOOTING INCIDENT 

CAUSED LONG TO WALK WITH A PERMANENT LIMP AFTERWARDS. KIM WAS 
LATER PROMOTED TO SR. LT. AND WAS THE DEPUTY WARDEN AT TUYEN QUANG. 
SOURCE WAS ALSO PRESENT AT ONE UNSUCCESSFUL ESCAPE ATTEMPT IN 1977 
WHEN THREE CRIMINALS AT QUYET TIEN WERE ARRANGING THEIR ESCAPE. 
ONE CRIMINAL INMATE HAD HIDDEN HIMSELF IN THE COMMANDO LATRINE AT 
NIGHT WITH THE LIGHT OFF. NGUYEN TAM, A COMMANDO, ENTERED THE 
LATRINE PRIOR TO SOURCE AND FOUND THE CRIMINAL HIDING THERE. HE 
IMMEDIATELY REPORTED THE INCIDENT TO HA VAN SON, HIS SECTION CHIEF, 
A FORMER "MIKE FORCE" COMMANDO. SON QUICKLY REPORTED THEIR "FIND" 
TO CAMP GUARDS. SON ALSO IMPLICATED SOURCE AS KNOWING OF THE 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT AND NOT REPORTING IT. SOURCE DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE 
AND WASN'T BEATEN OR SHACKLED. CAMP CADRE REWARDED SON AND TAM 
WITH 15 DONG REWARD PER PERSON. 

D. POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED NGUYEN VAN COM. SOURCE NEVER HEARD 
ANY REFERENCE TO A PERSON BY THIS NAME AT PHO LU OR PHONG QUANG. 

E. LE VAN BUOI. SOURCE MET BUOI AT K3/PH0 LU IN 1972 WHILE 
UNDERGOING PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION. HE ALSO FOUND A CRUMPLED 
SCRAP OF PAPER WITH THE PHRASE "LE VAN BUOI - PHONG TICH" (LE VAN 
BUIO - TO BE RELEASED WHILE REPAIRING FURNITURE AT THE CAMP 
OFFICE). HE NEVER SAW BUIO AFTER DEPARTING K3 TO RETURN TO K1 AND 
ASSUMED BUIO HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON. 

F. LUU NGHIA LUONG. A FORMER "MIKE FORCE" COMMANDO WHO FIRST 
APPEARED AT PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 TO UNDERGO PRE-PW RELEASE 
INDOCTRINATION. HE WAS LATER TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMMANDOS THRU 
QUYET TIEN, TUYEN QUANG, CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5, AND K1/THANH PHONG. 
HE WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN MID- 1982. 

G. PHAN THANH VAN. VAN WAS THE PILOT OF A C-47 SHOT DOWN OVER NVN 
IN THE EARLY 1960S. SOURCE HEARD REFERENCE TO HIM WHILE IN NVN 
PRISONS BUT NEVER MET HIM. RVNAF PRISONERS AT THANH PHONG PRISON 

IN 1980-82 SAID VAN HAD BEEN RELEASED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, 
RETURNED TO SVN, AND LATER MOVED TO FRANCE. 

H. NGUYEN CAO SON. ONE OF THREE PAROLEES AT HONG THANG RETURNED 
TO PRISON FOR VIOLATION OF CAMP REGULATIONS. OTHERS RETURNED WITH 
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DIA bJASHINGTON DC//VO-PI1I// 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI// JE/ J3/ JBb/ JB33// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA lilASHINGTON DC 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE tlEADE HD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-niA// 
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Lb71/V0-PW 

SERIAL: • b-014-D13D-flb 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {Vn> 

SUBJ: IIR b-0m-D130-6b/REP0RT OF INTERVIEW 

warning: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

DOI: ablQQ3 iRO} 
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SOURCE: 



FORMER VIETNAMESE COnflANDO 



WHOSE 



DIA/NniC/V0/V0-PW/RTS-SD/DB-2C 



S.T0URIS0N/V0-PW/XM4706/CnF^p^C^ 
COL K-n-GAINESiUSAF-iVO-PUiCHF 



RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED- 

SUnriARY: REPORT OF INTERVIEW OF A FORHER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COnnANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAtl IN JANUARY l=}bS DESCRIBING HIS 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE, PRISON CHRONOLOGY, TEAM COMPOSITION. AND 
RECRUITMENT OF HIS TEAM'S RADIO OPERATORS BY NORTH VIETNAMESE 
INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES- 
text: 

3^. SOURCE IDENTIFICATION AND BACKGROUND- 

A NATIVE OF 

A. SOURCE IS 

NORTH VIETNAM- HE JOINED THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL 
DIRECTORATE IN nb3 AND UNDERWENT COMMANDO TRAINING AS A DEMOLITIONS 
SPECIALIST AT THE LONG THANH TRAINING CENTER, LONG KHANH PROVINCE- 
HE WAS INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO COMMANDO TEAM "EPI" PRIOR TO PLANNED 
DEPLOYMENT WITH COMMANDO TEAM "SCORPION" BUT HAD TO UITHDRAU DUE TO 
A TRAINING INJURY- HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ASSIGNED TO AUGMENTATION 
TEAM "G" WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WAS THE IbTH AND LAST DROP TO COMMANDO 
TEAM "REMUS" OPERATING IN DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT, LAI CHAU PROVINCE- 
TEAM "REMUS" WAS DEPLOYED TO THIS AREA IN nb2 AND HAD BEEN 
RESUPPLIED ON A FREflUENT BASIS UNTIL SOURCE'S DEPLOYMENT ON El 
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JANUARY l«lbS. UHEN ASSIGNED TO TEAM "EPI" FOR TRAINING, SOURCE 
UNDERWENT TRAINING UITH FELLOU DEHOLITIONS SPECIALIST DANG CONG 
TRINH. HIS TEAtI COtlllANDER WAS PHAII flUANG TINH, THE DEPUTY BUI VAN 
DOAN. SOURCE AND ONE OTHER tTANG VAN LE> WERE NOT DISPATCHED WITH 
TEAH "SCORPION". THE OTHER HEIIBERS OF THE FOUR HAN TEAH "G" DROPPED 
AS AUGMENTATION TO TEAM "REMUS" UERE HOANG NGOC CHINH {HOANGF NGOCd 
CHINHS>, TRAN (3UANG TOAN {TRAANF flUANG TOANR>, AND NGUYEN VAN HIEU 
■CNGUYEENX VAUN HIEEUX>. 

B. SOURCE AND HIS THREE OTHER REPLACEMENT TEAM MEMBERS UERE DROPPED 
AT NIGHT BETWEEN 0100-0200 HOURS IN THEIR PLANNED DROP ZONE- DUE TO 
EXTREMELY HEAVY GROUND FOG THE TEAM MEMBERS COULD NOT EASILY LOCATE 
EACH OTHER AFTER LANDING UHICH MEANT LITTLE TO SOURCE AS HE UAS 
CAPTURED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY BY NORTH VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES- HE 
AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS AUGMENTATION TEAM UERE INTERROGATED 
INITIALLY AT THEIR SEPARATE POINTS OF CAPTURE- SOURCE WAS 
INTERROGATED AT HIS POINT OF CAPTURE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
CPT- THAM {THAMS> AND THEN TAKEN TO THE LAI CHAU TEMPORARY DETENTION 
FACILITY WHERE HE WAS INTERROGATED THERE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY 
SERVICE CPT. CHAU {CHAAU} FOR APPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS AFTER WHICH HE 



AND OTHER TEAH riEHBERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO SON LA AND IdPRISONED 
THERE FOR APPROXIHATELY TWENTY DAYS- SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO RECALL 
THE LOCATION OF EITHER PROVINCIAL TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY. 
C. IN APPROXIMATELY LATE FEBRUARY lUS SOURCE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 
HIS TEAM WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE HANOI CITY AREA AND PLACED IN THANH 
TRI PRISON. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN CELL Ifi ON ONE SIDE OF AREA 
iKHU> "A". EACH OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE INCARCERATED IN 
SEPARATE CELLS. WHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON SOURCE MET OTHER MEMBERS 
OF TEAM "REMUS" AND LEARNED FROM THEM THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS OF THE 
ORIGINAL TEAM "REMUS" HAD BEEN RECRUITED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
SECURITY FORCES AFTER CAPTURE. WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE APPROXIMATELY 
TWO WEEKS AFTER THEIR DROP INTO DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT IN nbS. THE 
TWO RADIO OPERATORS, DIEU CHINH THACH iDDIEUF CHINH THACHJ> AND LO 
VAN PHUNG <LOF VAWN PHUNG> HAD BEEN OPERATING UNDER PSS CONTROL 
SINCE nb2. BOTH DIEU CHINH TRACH AND LO VAN PHUNG HAD BEEN 
DETAINED SINCE THEIR CAPTURE AT THE PROVINCE TEMPORARY DETENTION 
FACILITY. THE TEAM COMMANDER, DIEU CHINH ICH {DDIEUF CHINHS ICHS> 
WAS BEING DETAINED AT HOA LO PRISON. THE REMAINDER OF THE TEAM WAS 
AT THANH TRI PRISON AND INCLUDED LUONG VAN SO {LUWOWNG VAWN SOWR>, 



QS 



LO VAN SUON «LOF VAUN SUUOUN> AND LO VAN HON iLOV VAUN I10NJ>. 
D. IN LATE nb7 SOURCE AND OTHER MEIIBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE 
TRANSPORTED TO YEN HOA PRISON UHERE THEY REMAINED UNTIL lib'?. IN 
ntl HE AND OTHER COMMANDOS THEN HELD AT YEN HOA IdERE TRANSFERRED TO 
flUYET TIEN PRISON blHERE THEY UERE PLACED IN AN ISOLATED COMPOUND IN 
THE PRISON WHICH, AS OF l^bT, NUMBERED 51 COMMANDOS- THIS GAVE RISE 
TO THE COMMANDOS IN THIS AREA OF (JUYET TIEM PRISON REFERRING TO 
THEIR AREA AS "AREA 51" {KHU Sl>. 

E. IN 1^72 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO flUYET TIEN PRISON TO UNDERGO 
PRE-Pbl RELEASE INDOCTRINATION, RETURNING TO flUYET TIEN PRISON IN 
n73. IN 1177 HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN (3UANG PRISON, RETURNING 
BRIEFLY TO WORK AT flUYET TIEN BEFORE TRANSFER TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 
S IN n?a. IN 1171 HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THANH PHONG PRISON UHERE 
HE REMAINED UNTIL HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON ON 27* AUGUST 1163- AS OF 
THE DATE OF HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON THERE UERE ONLY 3D-M0 FORMER 
COMMANDOS REMAINING AT THANH PHONG PRISON WHICH INCLUDED SEVERAL 
FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS, ETHNIC MUONG COMMANDOS DISPATCHED TO 
NORTH VIETNAM FROM LAOS AND CALLED THE VANG PAO COMMANDOS, A GROUP 
OF ETHNIC CAMBODIAN COMMANDOS, AND APPROXIMATELY TEN FORMER SOUTH 
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VIETNAMESE COnHANDOS. AHONG THESE COnHANDOS STILL ALIVE WAS VU0N6 
VIEN flUANG. AnONG VIETNAMESE COnMANDOS STILL inPRISONED AT THANH 
PHONG AS OF AUG 63 blAS NGUYEN HUU LUYEN, NGUYEN HUY ICHOAN iFORHER 
FROGnAN>, AND (JUACH RANG tnEHBER OF A COHMANDO TEAM COnHANDED BY 
DINH CONG BICH>. 

F. SOURCE FLED VIETNAH AFTER HIS RELEASE FROH PRISON AND UAS AT A 
REFUGEE CArtP IN MALAYSIA- UHILE IN MALAYSIA HE UlAS INTERVIEWED BY 
REFUGEE INTERVIEWERS WHO ASKED HIM IF HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES- HE REPLIED HE HAD SERVED AS A 
COMMANDO WITH THE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTORATE- WHEN HE WAS 
UNABLE TO PROVIDE HIS INTERVIEWER WITH HIS SERVICE NUMBER HE FOUND 
HIS INTERVIEWER UNWILLING TO BELIEVE HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE 
RVNAF AND HIS INTERVIEWER INSINUATED HE WAS A NORTH VIETNAMESE 
CRIMINAL MASQUERADING AS A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY PERSON- 
SOURCE WAS ASKED IF HE WANTED TO RESETTLE TO AUSTRALIA AND WAS 
RESETTLED THERE IN IIBM - SOURCE HAS RELATIVES OF HIS WIFE IN 
AUSTRALIA BUT REMAINS SOMEWHAT BITTER THAT AFTER 15 YEARS IN PRISON 
IN NORTH VIETNAM CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE ON BEHALF OF A SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FORCE HIS AUTHENTICITY WAS QUESTIONED 
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AN» HE FORCE. TO RESETTLE TO AN AREA HE I.» NOT .ANT TO GO TO. 

HE HA1> KSIREP TO BE RESETTLE. IN THE U.S. HE HAS CONSENTED TO ' 
FURTHER INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY- 

2. KN0ULED6EABILITY ABOUT U-S- PUS- SOURCE CLAIHED HE HAD 

NEVER SEEN ANY U-S- PUS WHILE IN PRISON ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD OTHER 
COrmANDOS held at THANH TRI PRISON IN THE LATE l^lbOS SPEAK OF HAVING 
BEEN IMPRISONED WITH AMERICANS THERE- HE RECALLED FORMER COMMANDO 
^^^^ MENTIONING AMERICANS CAPTURED AT HUE DURING THE l=ibfi 

TET OFFENSIVE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO THANH TRI AFTER THEIR CAPTURE - 
VO-PW COMMENT: 

A- VO-PW HAS INTERVIEWED APPROXIMATELY TWO DOZEN FORMER SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIATED WITH CROSS-BORDER 
OPERATIONS INTO NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD nb2-b7. ALL 
HAVE IDENTIFIED /vA^^^ AUGMENTEES TO TEAM 

"REMUS" AND NONE HAD ANY REASON TO DISTRUST HIM WHILE IN PRISON- IN 
PACT. HE WAS A DETERMINED RESISTOR WHILE IN PRISON AND IS RESPECTED 
BY OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS INCARCERATED- SOURCE'S PRISON 
CHRONOLOGY IS TYPICAL OF FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED FROM 
TEAMS WHERE THE TEAM RADIO OPERATORS WERE RECRUITED- OTHER 



06 



FORHER connANDOS confirh source was ahong that group of COnnANDOS 

UHICH OCCUPIED "AREA 51" IN l^bl- THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS SOURCE 
IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITED AND OPERATING UNDER NORTH 
VIETNAI1ESE CONTROL SINCE l^ibE HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN IDENTIFIED -BY 
OTHER COnriANDOS AS RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS- THESE SAME FORtlER 
connANDOS view the RECRUnnENT OF TEAn "REnUS" RADIO OPERATORS AND 
THE REPORTED LARGE QUANTITIES OF SUPPLIES DROPPED TO THE TEAn .OVER 
THE YEARS AS ONE OF THE nOST SUCCESSFUL OF THE VARIOUS DECEPTION 
OPERATIONS USING RECRUITED STD RADIO OPERATORS- DIA/VO-PU CONFIRnS 
TEAn "REnUS" DAS DEPLOYED TO THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA IN l^bE- BASED 
ON ALL AVAILABLE INFORttATION TO DATE TEAn "REttUS" WAS PERHAPS THE 
ONLY TEAn OF AT LEAST SEVEN DEPLOYED IN l^LE WHICH WAS SUCCESSFULLY 
RECRUITED. TEAn "REnUS" APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE SECOND COnnANDO 
TEAn RECRUITED BY THE NORTHERN VIENTAnESE SECURITY SERVICES AFTER 
EARLY nbl- 

5. DIA/VO-PW WILL CONTINUE TO INTERVIEW SOURCE PERIODICALLY FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORnATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/niA ISSUE- 
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coll: none 
INSTRU: U-S. 

prep: SEDGWICK D- TOURISON, JR.. SENIOR VH DESK ANALYST, VO-PUS 
APPR: col K. n. GAINES, USAF, VO-PUn CHF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A" 

disseh: none 
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MSGNO 148 (PGXX) *02/ 17/87* * 18:03: 52.2. 7* 

ZCZC 23:02:23Z (PC) 
EMI DTG 

87021717232378 
PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3448 0482224 -RUEALGX. 

P 172224Z FEB 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 171400Z FEB 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//V0-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

BT 

EZ1: 




EZ2: 

II6I/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0061-86 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-01 4-006 1-86/PRISON CLOTHING 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DO I: 860407 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT <^<1^ WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: THE PRIMARY PRODUCTION ACTIVITY AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 

IN 1973-74 WAS FABRICATION OF INMATE CLOTHING. PART OF THE GUARD 
FORCE AT QUYET TIEN CAME FROM BORDER DEFENSE FORCES. 
TEXT: 

1. PRISON INMATE CLOTHING. 

A. IN MID- 1973 I SOURCE AND OTHER REBELLIOUS INMATES FROM PHO LU 
PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE INFAMOUS QUYET TIEN PRISON, REFERRED 
TO BY INMATES AS THE CONG TROI (LITERALLY, THE GATEWAY TO HEAVEN). 
WHEN HE ARRIVED, HE LEARNED THE PRISON OPERATED TWO CLOTHING 
PRODUCTION UNITS (DOI MAY MAY). THE TWO UNITS WERE LOCATED IN THE 
INMATE LABOR AREA ADJACENT TO AREA "0." AREA "0" CONTAINED ONLY 
CAPTURED SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN 1973, BUT BY THE MID 1970 'S, 
IT ALSO CONTAINED A SMALL NUMBER OF OTHER TYPES OF INMATES WHO WERE 
INTEGRATED WITH THE COMMANDOS. FROM 1973 UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE TUYEN QUANG PRISON SUB-CAMP IN EARLY 1977, HE 
WORKED ON A CLOTHING PRODUCTION LINE AND ONLY WENT OUTSIDE THE 
PRISON ONCE, ON THE OCCASION OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR IN 1976 TO 



ASSIST IN PREPARING SPRING ROLLS.- ^ 

B. THE TWO PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCTION UNITS AT QUYET TIEN WERE 
DESIGNATED UNITS 1 AND 2 EACH OPERATED APPROXIMATELY 25 SEWING 
MACHINES. ONE SEPARATE SMALL ELEMENT WITH TWO SEWING MACHINES 
OPERATED BY COMMANDOS DANG CONG TRINH AND NGUYEN VAN TAM, A 
FROGMAN, SEWED ONLY UNIFORMS FOR CAMP STAFF. THE TWO MAIN 
PRODUCTION UNITS WERE EACH GIVEN DAILY QUOTAS WHICH DEPENDED ON THE 
TYPE OF CLOTHING THEY PRODUCED. THE PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCT WAS 
CLOTHING FOR PRISON INMATES FOR NOT ONLY QUYET TIEN BUT FOR OTHER 
PRISONS THROUGHOUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE WAS 
ASSIGNED TO UNIT 1 WHICH CAME UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF ONE OF THE 
COMMANDOS NAMED NGHIEM WHO DIED OF ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING IN 
1978 AT CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5. 

C. THERE WAS NO STRIPED PRISON GARB PRODUCED AT QUYET TIEN. THIS 
STYLE OF PRISON CLOTHING HAD BEEN DISCONTINUED AS STANDARD PRISON 
GARB IN THE 1960'S AND WAS REPLACED BY A GREYISH BLUE COLORED 
INMATE UNIFORM. ONLY ONE STYLE WAS PRODUCED AND WAS ISSUED TO BOTH 
HALE AND FEMALE INMATES. SOURCE HEARD SOME INMATES REMARK THAT 
QUYET TIEN WAS ONE OF ONLY TWO PRISONS WHICH WERE PRODUCING INMATE 
CLOTHING THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM PRIOR TO QUYET TIEN'S EVACUATION 
IN EARLY 1977. 

IN ADDITION TO PRISON GARB THE UNITS ALSO MANUFACTURED CLOTHING FOR 
OTHER SECTORS IN RESPONSE TO SOME TYPE OF ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY MINISTRY AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. THE PRISONERS 
PRODUCED CHILDRENS CLOTHING, CLOTHING THE GOVERNMENT GAVE OR SOLD 
TO THE HILLTRIBE MINORITIES, GOVERNMENT ISSUE CLOTHING FOR CIVIL 
SERVANTS, AND CLOTHING SOLD TO CIVILIANS IN STATE OWNED STORES. 
REGARDING PRISON CLOTHING, EACH UNIT PRODUCED BETWEEN 50-75 SETS OF 
SHIRTS/TROUSERS PER DAY PER UNIT. ALL CLOTHING PRODUCED WAS TAKEN 
FROM THE PRISON BY OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES AND PLACED IN 
STORAGE AT THE HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TRANSPORTED TO OTHER LOCATIONS. 
2. USE OF BORDER DEFENSE SECURITY FORCES AS PRISON GUARDS. 

QUYET TIEN, LIKE OTHER PRISONS IN NORTH VIETNAM IN THE 1970'S, 
EMPLOYED TWO TYPES OF GUARDS. ONE GROUP, UNIFORMED AND ARMED 
PUBLIC SECURITY GUARDS IN KHAKI UNIFORMS, PROVIDED OVERALL DAYTIME 
SECURITY AT THE PRISON TO INCLUDE GATE GUARDS, GUARDS WHO MANNED 
THE CORNER GUARDPOSTS AT EACH OUTER CORNER OF THE PRISON WALL, AND 
A SMALL NUMBER OF GUARDS WHO PATROLLED DURING THE DAYTIME INSIDE 
THE PRISON. AT NIGHT, THE DAYTIME INTERIOR ROVING GUARD FORCE WAS 
REPLACED BY GUARDS IN FATIGUES WHO WERE FROM THE BORDER DEFENSE 
FORCES. THE TWO GROUPS OF GUARDS WERE EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE. 
THOSE GUARDS FROM THE REGULAR PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICES WORE RED 
COLLAR TABS WITH A SECURITY SERVICES DEVICE. THOSE FROM THE BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARD FORCE WORE GREEN COLLAR TABS WITH A MORTAR TUBE-LIKE 
DEVICE. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO ESTIMATE THE SIZE OR COMPOSITION OF 
EITHER TYPE OF GUARD FORCE BUT DID NOTE THAT NEARLY ALL BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARDS AT NIGHT WERE CORPORALS . 

COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH 

THAT PROVIDED BY OTHER FORMER COMMANDO INMATES AT QUYET TIEN DURING 
1973-77. 

/ 
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INSTRU: U.S. 

PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 
V0-PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 
EVAL: M/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: NONE 



BT 

mm 

NNDD 
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MSGNO 153 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *19:05:2il.8.0* 

ZCZC 00:03:372 (PC) 
EMI DTG 
87021318253^^^ 
PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2933 04M2325- -RUEALGX. 

P 132325Z FEB 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 13I8O5Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHOHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 
EZ1 : 

EZ2: 

!079/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR 6-01^1-0049-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ- IIR 6-014-00^19-86/ VIETNAMESE CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INTO REPORT. NOT FINALLY 'EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI: 86O33O (RO) 

SCUP.CE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANTS WHC HAVE BEEN RELIABLE ?.E?OFTE?.S 

TQ DATE 

summary! A NATIONAL LEVEL NORTHERN VIETNAMESE ENTERTAINMEMT 

GROUP VISITED QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1=59 AND 1976. THERE WERE MC 
AMERICANS PRESENT DURING THEIR PERFCRMANCES. 

' THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NATIONAL LEVEL CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT 
GROUP (DOAN VAN CONG TRUNG UONG) VISITED QUYET TIEN PRISON. HA TUYEN 
=POyiNCE, ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS DURING THE PERIOD 1964-1978. 
-R- FIRST OCCASION WAS IN 1969, THE SECOND IN THE LATE FALL 2? 1976. 
(VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCES WERE UNABLE TO RECALL DETAILS OF THE 1969 
VISIT. THE GROUP ASSOCIATED WITH THE 1969 VISIT HAD REPORTEDLY 
PERFORMED EARLIER IN PARIS, FRANCE.) THE SECOND SUCH VISIT IN THE 
LATEFALL OF 1976 INVOLVED A GROUP THAT TRAVELED TO QUYET TIEN 
PRISON IN THREE SOVIET STYLE TRANSPORT TRUCKS, ARRIVING THERE MID- 
AFTERNOON. THEY PERFORMED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON ON TWO SUCCESSIVE 
EVENINGS, PERFORMANCES STARTING CIRCA I83O HOURS AND LASTING UNTIL 
APPROXIMATELY 2300 HOURS. PRISON INMATES WERE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 
THE PERFORMANCES BUT ATTENDANCE WAS NOT MANDATORY. 
2. EACH PERFORMANCE WAS ATTENDED BY A LARGE UNCOUNTABLE NUMBER 
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OF INMATES, BOTH COMMANDOS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PRISON 
POPULATION, SPECIFIC CATEGORY UllKNOWN. PRISONERS IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THESE PERFORMANCES WERE DRESSED IN STANDARD PRISON GARB. NEARLY ALL 
PRISONERS WORE THE STANDARD BLUE/GREY INMATE UNIFORM IN USE AFTER 
THE LATE 1970S. A MINISCULE SEGMENT OF THE INMATE POPULATION WORE 
THE OBSOLETE BLUE/WHITE OR RED/WHITE STRIPED PRISON GARB WHICH WAS 
STANDARD ISSUE PRIOR TO THE LATE 1970S. 

3 THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUPS PERFORMED ON THE LARGE PARADE FIELD 
IN FRONT OF THE QUYET TIEN PRISON HEADQUARTERS. THERE WERE NO 
CAUCASIANS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS IN ATTENDANCE AT EITHER PERF0PJ4ANCE . 
IN THE OPINION OF THE SOURCES, HAD ANY BEEN THERE THE ENTIRE PRISON 
WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT. WHILE AT QUYET TIEN PRISON THE 
PERFORMERS WERE BILLETED IN PRISON CADRE LIVING QUARTERS. THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP INCLUDED BOTH MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMERS. ONE 
SONG THE COMMANDOS RECALLED WAS ENTITLED "SOC BOM 30", A SOl^G ABOUT 
A VILLAGE IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM AND ITS RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES DURING 
THE WAR. 

4 THERE WERE NO REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) PWS 
AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1976 AND NO PAROLEES. THE FIRST RVNAF PWS 
ARRIVED IN THEFALL OF 1977 AND DEPARTED FOR THAJJH CAM PRISON IN 
MID- 1978. POLITICAL PRISONERS AT OUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
TUYEN GUANG IN EAPJ-Y MID-197T. ALL REMAINING INMATES WERE 
TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE BY LATE 1977. THE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN 
PRISON HAD, WITH FIVE EXCEPTIONS, ALL DEPARTED QUYET TIEN BY MID- 
1977 FOR TUYEN OUANG PRISON PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE RVNAF PWS. 
THOSE FIVE COMMANDOS WHO REMAINED AT QUYET TIEN WERE 

AND M A kA. lc_ ' MAtKLE. 

^IFE AND TWO GROW SONS WERE REPORTED TO BE RESIDING IN THE US 
AS OF 1985.) THE ONLY TIME A SIZEABLE GROUP OF COMMANDOS WERE 
■TOGETHER WITH THE RVNAF PWS AT QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS IN EARL: ".S'S 
WHPN TWO CONSECUTIVE INCREMENTS QF COMMANDS WERE. MOVED FROM TUYEN 
CUAN'G PRISON (AKA SUB-CAMPT K2 . QUYET TIEN FRISOf; -) BACK TO CUYET 
TIEN PRISON TO ASSIST IN FACILITY CONSTRUCTION AS QUYET TIEN THEN 
^EING TUW4ED OVER TO THE PEOPLE'S APJ^i OF VIETNAM 'FAVM). SCURCES 
NEVER HEARD ANY REFERENCE TO AN ENTERTAI.MMENT 'JlllT VISITING CUYET 
TIEN IN 1977 AND BELIEVED THEY WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT FROM 
RVNAF PWS THEY MET THERE IN EARLY 1978 IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY SUCH 
GROUP VISIT TO OUYET TIEN IN 1977. THERE NEVER WAS A PAROLEE fCONG 
irriAN) POPULATION AT OUYET TIEN PRISON. THOSE PAROLED IN JAfrJARY 
1977 WHILE AT QUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED IMMEDIATELY TO PHO LU 
PRISON. PRISON INMATES AT PHO LU WERE NEVER VISITED BY THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP DURING 1970-1979- 
COMMENT: SOURCES ARE A 

FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU, QUYET TIEN, AND TUYEN QUANG 
PRISONS DURING THE TIMEFRAMES SPECIFIED. INFORMATION ABOVE IS 
INTENDED TO ASSIST IN ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION PROVIDED BY «So 
IN JCRC-LNB 83-020, 26 APRIL 83. 
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TNSTR* U S NO 

PREP:' SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., 05-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO- 
PW2 

APPR: COL K. M. GAINES, USAF, VO-PW, CHIEF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENGL: N/A 

dissem: none 
warning: n/a 

bt' 

rf2933 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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98 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *17:44:22.9.5* 

ZCZC 22:42:59Z (PC) 
EHI DTG 

87021316382387 „,„.AirY 
PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS285M OllU2139- -RUEALGX. 

P 132139Z FEB 87 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

P 1313M5Z FEB 87 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW/MIA// 

BT 
EZ1 : 




EZ2 : 

1162/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0080-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ- IIR 6-014-0080-86/PRISON CLOSINGS t.-tc 
SiNG: THIS IS AN INTO REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED II.TE.. 

DOI: ■ 860420 <R0) 

SOURCE- A FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO^ 'HOSE 

1979 TO ISde'pH0"lU.-QU.ET TIEN^^AND PHONG QUANC. TUYEN 
QUANG WAS PROBABLY UPGRADED TO A NEw' SEF.hRA... rRIiuN Dt.. . ..^M 
GUYET TIEN. 

r""' DURING MID-1979 SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO LABOR DUTIES WITH THE 

M NISTRY OF INTERIOR PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT HIS DUTIES AT 

INCLUDED LOADING AND UNLOADING VEHICLES aND STA^KiNu 

sSpPlIS a^THE VARIOUS MINISTRY OF INTERIOR DEPOTS IN THE HANOI 

PTTY AREA DURING THIS PERIOD SOURCE WORKED AT TWO DEPOTS, THE 

SSL^SISrS MAIN DEPOT AT PHUC XA BEACH ALONG THE. RED RIVER AT 

MNoHnD an SpEN ItoRaSe/POL storage SITE SOUTH OF HANOI CITY 

finiArPMT TO VAN DIEN PRISON IN HA DONG PROVINCE. 

ADJACENT^© VAN DIEN^K ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ SECURITY 

Service Si from the prisons management department refer to the 
?losiSg Sf miSus department managed 

proximity to the PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC)/SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 
OF "iEtoL (SRV) BORDER DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. BASED ON CADRE 
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RFMARKS THESE PRISONS HAD BEEN EVAe«ATED PRIOR TO THE 
rlm^l INVASION INTO THIS BORDER AREA IN FEB 1979 AND INMATES 
Sf1rrS ?HtHER PRISONS WITHIN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON 
s?s?Im dSrING™^ SOURCE AND OTHER LABORERS INVOLVED IN 

pSn SUPPL ES and EQUIPMENT WITHDRAWN FROM THOSE PRISONS 
flinSr THE BORDER EVACUATED AND CLOSED DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. 
ALONG THE^JORf FOLLOWING REGARDING CHANGES AND/OR CLOSINGS 

OF PRISONS ALOSG fE PRC/^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 

NO LONGER UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND "f^^/^^? J^^^SSe^ 
^ME OTHER AGENCY OF THE SRV GOVERNMENT. IN JULY 1979, CPT. NGUYEN 
of (SeENX KIM), A SECURITY SERVICES OFFICER FROM SUB-CAMP K2 OF 
oi^ETnEN NORMALLY CALLED TUYEN QUANG PRISON BY MOST INMATES, 

S?eS fSr a meeting at THE ^^^f "^"'cpf lirRE^^ TO 
HFAnoiiARTERS AT NR 10, TRAN HUNG DAO, HANOI. CPT. .<IM REMARKED TO 
SoSSe S'eS HE ME? SOURCE WORKING AT THE DEPARTMENT HEA^^ " 
THAT HE HAD COME TO HANOI FOR A MEETING. DURING A BRIEF 
SnJe^A??Sn ?PT. KIM REMARKED K2 NO LONGER WAS PART OF QUYET TIEN 
aSd CPT KIM, THEN IN CHARGE OF K2, NOW REPORTED DIRECTLY TO THE 
PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT. HE ALSO REMARKED K2 
HAD BEEN ENLARGED FROM ONE CAMP TO TWO CAMPS. , ,r p^t 

B PHO LU PRISON. PHO LU PRISON, ALSO CALLED LAG ChI 

p^ISOn'oR CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1, WAS EVACUATED IN FEBRUARY 1979 IN 
Tu' ?ArE OF THE PRC INVASION. THE PRISON WAS OVERRUN BY PHC FORCES 
rIIt AI r INMATES AND EQUIPMENT WERE EVACUATED PRIOR TO ITS BEING 
^lAm ^E HONG THANG WORK SITE COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K4 OF PHO 
2S^??6n,™L a!Is0 SAFELY EVACUATED AT THE TIME. BOTH PHO LU AND 

HONG THANG WERE CONSIDERED CLOSED AS OF FEBRUARY 1979. 

HONb iHANU ^^^^^ ^^^^^ p^^^^^^ p^^^^ ^^^^^ pj^jgQ^ RrpoRTEDLf 

EVACUATED AND CLOSED IN EARLY 1979 AND ALL INMATES AND EQUIPMENT 

r^S?s°" BASED ON INFORMATION FROM FORMER QUYET TIEN H.^ATES, 

•iV^rnEN PRISON WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE "i^^^J^^, ^^t^^/; '3^^, 

^'-?r FALL OF 1Q77 AND A SMALL GROUP OF INMATES v^ERE uSlD TO nSSiS. .N 
fHE CONSTRUCTioN/MODIFICATICN OF FACILITIES PRIOR j? THE PECFL. S 
APuMY OF VIETNAM MOVING INTO THE FACILITY .N THE SFu.NG OF ,.,0. oNc 
OTHER COMMANDO HAS REPORTED EXTENSIVE CONSTRUCT I Ci: NEaR .Hn bbB- 
cImP DURING EAPI.Y 1978 REPORTEDLY ASSOCIATED WITH AN EXPANSION OF 
K2 AND WITH SOME INDICATION OF FACILITY UPGRADING. vu-PV< khS 
T>JTEPVIEWED SEVERAL FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU/HONG THANG mO V.ERE 
-SrE ™?IL THE LAST SEVERAL HOURS PRIOR TO THE PRC OVERRUTHJING HONG 
TOANG Jj-P™HAS ALSO NTERVIEWED ONE FORMER FEMALE INMATE OF HONG 
mNG MARRIED TO A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDO, WHO VISITED 
HONG THANG AFTER THE PRC INVASION AND ITS RECAPTURE SHORTLY 
J??erS^ BY SRV FORCES. SHE AFFIRMED THE PRISON AND HONG THANG HAD 
?S^eS OVERRW AS EVIDENCED BY THE DEAD PRC SOLDIER SHE FOUND 
IN THE HONG THANG KITCHEN. THIS IS THE FIRST REPORT VO-PW HAS SEEN 
lSD™mSfpHONf QUANG PRISON WAS ALSO EVACUATED AND CLOSED AT THIS 
JmSo OF TIME ALL SOURCES REPRESENTED IN THIS REPORT AFFIRM THAT 
N^SmLS W^RE HELD IN THE PRISONS THEY WERE ASSOCIATED WITH 
AFTER 1973. 
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PROJ : N/A 
COLL: NONE 
INSTR * US 

PREP:' SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-13, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO- 
PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CHIEF, VO-PW 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: NONE 
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i&^GX595 MCN = 89320/14184 TOR = 893200847 
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2283 3200843- -RUEALGX. 

HEADER 

R 160843Z NOV 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS ROLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SEC3TATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 160700Z NOV 89 ,,\ 

FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//IN0S// • 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB// 

RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 

RUEAHQA/HQ APIA WASHINGTON DC//INO/INK/INKS// 

RUEDADA/HQ APIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 

RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 

RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 

RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 

RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 

RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 

RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 

RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD// 

RUHJWYA/13AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 

RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH 

RUEHKO/USDAO TOKYO JA 

ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 

BT 

CONTROLS 



SERIAL IIR 1 771 0047 90. 
PASS TO: DIA/ PW-MIA . 
BODY 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0047 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT- 

SiSGf"™ Wis AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE. 



PRISON CAMP IN HA 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 



DOI: 690800. 
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^ ^ A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 

ENCLOSURE. 

™' rnP«TTr,M THIS CAMP "A" (FIELD COMMENT- LETTERS AND 

HIGHWAY. THERE WAS A SM^LL MINORITY VILLAGE ^ ^OKIH 

On1he'o?HER ^iy™R ErWERrSOMB^S AND ANOTHER 
M?MOR?Y mLAGE "J" MEO AND MIAO TRIBESMEN POPULATED THE 

HICKWA. TU^WBST, AND THE ^^^^^^^^^ 

*"°™/r!Mj Se MS A KITCHEN 4" AND A STORAGE BLDO "Q" 
ENTERED THE CAMP. THERE WAS « ^in-ntn ^gpT i„ jIX 

'"nf^M 'rlHr/of BuSES THEsi bSs SeRE 4 METERS DEEP 

jrD^HrrciRcSpERE^a meters; their arch shaped tops were 

ABOVE ^O^" ™f „^"™1?; vmEN SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED HE 

ifSirS'^LSaJf tSSot A^f MeSeK Siis ?EAM HAD BEEN LOST; 
SSInr'^E^f ™R HELD A ^C^LER^^^ Zsf Sd"~R . 

K'SfNoirckL^rny^irsSD^ te^ that man. 

LwER ITS B»M CAUSeS'a URGE FLOOD. FLOODING STARTED ABOUT 

Slnf fJ^RsTD^rpS^ rK^s'SfER!'?f Aad washed AWA. 
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ALL THE HOUSES -JH^AREA PO^^^^^^^^^ S 

THE CAMP WERE WASHED AWAY ^05J;uy rUARD BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY 
AND THE SOURCE WERE TAKEN UNDER H^AVY GUARD BY THE PUBL ^^^^^ 

' SSer observations- DOBIHG f "TC^lf IfSM'"C" 
S Ire ?A«VAi COVERED AND TRAVELLED AT NIOHT. 

WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 



ADMIN 



Sr. SKET°cS: ™™kED PRISON CAMR DOI 6,0800. 1 PC, ,CY 

ACQ- JAPAN, TOKYO, 891026. 

DISSEM: ENCL ONE TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY 
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CONFIDENTIAL 



0317D0Z DEC fib PP 

I>IA WASHINGTON DC/ZVO-PU// 
CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J5/ JC/ J3t/ J233// 

SECSTATE UASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA UASHINGTON DC. 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE tlEADE HD 

SECDEF UASHINGTON DC//OASD-IS A/PU-HIA// 



14Sb/V0-PlJ 
SERIAL: IIR b-um-Ui3S-6b 

PASS: N/A 

country: VIETNAH {vn> 

SUBJ: IIR b-Um-Q13S-ab/(2UYET TIEN PRISON {II> 

warning: this IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL 

DOI: fiblQQl <R0> 



SOURCE: 



FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO <=- WHOSE 



DIA/NMIC/V0/V0-Pl»)/RTS-5D/DB-£C 



S.T0URIS0N/V0-PliJ/XH47Dfi/CMF 
COL K;.n.(;AINLS..USAF,VO-Plil,CHF 



/I 



REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

sunnARY: 

SOURCE DESCRIBES ACTIVITIES AT flUYET TIEN PRISON DURING llb?- 

7a. 

text: 

AT EITHER THE END OF l^b? OR EARLY ntfl THE OCCUPANTS OF 
CELLS FT THRU Fll COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF VIETNAHESE VOICES IN- AREA 
"K". OVER THE NEXT WEEKS OR HONTHS, SOURCE UAS UNSURE OF THE TIME, 
IT BECAnE EVIDENT THAT OTHER VIETNAHESE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA "K" 
AND NOT EVERYONE HAD ARRIVED ON THE SAHE DAY. THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
COnriANDOS tried various MEANS TO COMHUNICATE UITH THE NEW RESIDENTS 
OF AREA "K" BUT TO NO AVAIL. IT UAS OBVIOUS THE RESIDENTS OF AREA 
"K" DIDN'T blANT TO COHHUNICATE UITH THE RESIDENTS OF AREA "A" AND 
THIS UAS DONE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE RESIDENTS OF AREA "K". IT 
ALSO FOLLOWED THAT THE CAMP CADRE MUST HAVE GIVEN THE RESIDENTS OF 
AREA "K" SOME INSTRUCTION IN THIS REGARD. SOME OF THE COMMANDOS IN 
AREA "A" WERE ABLE TO IDENTIFY SOME VOICES AS SIMILAR TO RADIO 
OPERATORS THEY HAD KNOUN IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM BUT THERE UAS NOTHING 
AT THAT POINT TO CONFIRM THIS. IT UAS THEN THAT TUO 



Lid 



PP 



RECENTUy ARRIVED COntlAN^OS, LE TRUNfi TIN ANP PHAt, HOOC KHANH, 

neriBERS of 

TEAn "RE» PRAGON" COHHANDEP BV NGUYEN THAI KIEN UHO HAP ARRIVE. AT 
AREA -A" IN n»-ni.7, IDENTIFIEP NGUYEN THAI MEN ANP TUO RAPIO 
OPERATORS FROn TEAH "REP PRAGON", PHAt> NGOC ANH ANP PHAH XUAN KY, AS 
BEING AHONG THOSE IN AREA "K". ALL THREE ARRIVEP AT AREA "K" AT THE 
SANE Tine ANP «ERE AHONG THE FIRST TO ARRIVE AT SUYET TIEN ANP BE 
PLACEP IN AREA -K'. THESE SAHE CONHANPOS IPENTIFIEP THE T«0 RAPIO 
OPERATORS UITH "REP PRAGON" AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITEP BY THE niNISTRY 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY, AS .AS NGUYEN THAI KIEN, ANP TO HAVE OPERATEP 
THEIR RADIO'S UNPER MPS DIRECTION AFTER CAPTURE. THIS LEP THE 
COnnANPOS in area "a- to speculate the perhaps THE OTHER RAPIO 
OPERATORS UHOSE VOICES THEY HAP IPENTIFIEP IN AREA HIGHT ALSO 

HAVE BEEN RECRUITEP RAPIO OPERATORS. THIS FACT UAS NOT CONFIRHEP 
UNTIL 1^72 UHEN THE SOUTH VIETNAtlESE COnnANPOS AT SUYET TIEN PRISON 
JOINEP OTHER COHHANPOS AT PHO LU PRISON ANP THEY MERE ABLE TO LEARN 
THE TRUE EXTENT OF THIS PECEPTION OPERATION. 

2. IN lib* THE POLITICAL PRISONERS CONSTRUCTED ANOTHER LARGE 

BUILPING, THIS ONE IN THE AREA OF THE CONSTRUCTION TEAM. THIS 
BUILPING UAS PESIGNATEP THE ASSEHBLY HALL {HOI TRUONG>. AT ABOUT 



pp 



THE SAHE TinE THE INHATES BUILT A NEy UALL RUNNINfi TOWARD THE FRONT 
OF THE PRISON FROn THE DETENTION BARRACKS AREA AN» ENCLOSING IN THE 
PRISON KITCHEN. IN l.^-^ OR THERE «AS A»«TIONAL CONSTRUCTION 

IN THE KITCHEN AREA «TH THE A»»ITION OF A KISPENSARV OFF THAT END 
OF THE KITCHEN CLOSET TO THE WALL SEPARATING THE KITCHEN FROn THE 
DETENTION AREA. 

3. tURINfi THE LATE llbOS THERE UAS CONSTANT CURIOSITY ABOUT A 

SROUP OF INMVHUALS WHO WERE llOVEt IN AT NIGHT AN» OCCUPIED AREA 
"0". THIS GROUP UAS tlOVEt IN SOHETIHE PRIOR TO ISb? AND UAS THE 
SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION. HANY COnHANDOS THOUGHT U.S. 
PUS UERE HELD THERE. THE ONLY PRISONER UITH ANY ACCESS TO THIS AREA 
UAS A POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED TUYNH WHO UAS INCAPABLE OF SPEECH FOR 
,HAT HE DESCRIBED AS AN UNUSUAL MALADY. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN 
elVEN AN INJECTION IN THE NECK UHEN HE FIRST ARRIVED AT flUYET TIEN 
AND UAS IN A COMA. HE AUOKE FROM THE COMA INCAPABLE OF SPEECH UNTIL 
l,b7 UHEN HE AGAIN FELL IN A COMA, UAS ADMINISTERED ANOTHER 
INJECTION BY THE PRISON MEDICAL OFFICER, ASPIRANT MAU, AND REGAINED 
HIS SPEECH. AFTER REGAINING HIS SPEECH HE UAS TRANSFERRED TO AREA 
"A" AND HIS DUTY IN THE CAMP KITCHEN UAS 



TAKEN BY F0RI1ER COIHIANDO (2UACH DINH flUYEN. TUYNH STATED HE HAD 
TAKEN A LOT OF FOOD TO AREA "0" HE LEFT IT ON THE GROUND, KNOCKED ON 
THE GATE, AND RETURNED TO THE KITCHEN WITHOUT SEEING WHO RETRIEVED 
THE FOOD. SOURCE AND OTHER INMATES IN AREA "A" COULD HEAR THE SOUND 
OF CARPENTRY FROM AREA "0" AND COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF VOICES THERE 
SPEAKING IN VIETNAMESE. SOME OF THE COMMANDOS STILL SPECULATED AREA 
"0" HELD US PRISONERS DUE TO THE OBVIOUS TIGHT SECURITY OVER THE 
AREA. TUYNH DESCRIBED THE FOOD AS ALMOST RESTAURANT (3UALITY WITH 
GENEROUS QUANTITIES OF BEEF, PORK, AND CHICKEN. IT US OBVIOUSLY 
INTENDED FOR IMPORTANT PRISONERS AND CLEARLY NO VIETNAMESE UOULD BE 
GIVEN SUCH FOOD. flUACH DINH (2UYEN LATER REPORTED THE INMATES IN 
AREA "0" yERE SENIOR PAVN OFFICERS FROM THE "REVISIONIST CLIQUE" ANt 
CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PHYSICALLY OBSERVE THEM ON ONE OCCAISON 
UHEN HE RAISED HIMSELF UP ON THE UALL TO EYE LEVEL AND COULD 
IDENTIFY ONE OF THE PRISONERS AS THE FORMER SECRETARY OF THE TAY BAC 
REGION PARTY COMMITTEE. 

4 IN nbT A GROUP OF CAPTIVE COMMANDOS ARRIVED AND WAS PLACED 

IN THE AREA OF ARGICULTURAL TEAM I. IN 1^70 MEMBERS OF THE AREA "A" 
SEbllNG TEAM UERE REQUIRED TO SEND SOME OF 



THEIR SeyiNG HACHINES TO THESE NEldLY ARRIVED COHHANDOS. SOURCE UAS 
TOLP HIS MACHINE UAS TO BE ONE OF THOSE SENT TO THE NEWLY ARRIVED 
GROUP AND IN HOPES THEY MIGHT LEARN THE EXISTENCE AND FATE OF THE 
COnnANDOS in area "A" source scratched the FOLLOWING ON THE BOTTOM 
OF HIS SEWING MACHINE "ATILA 3 IQ-S-bM" AND "TAM ATILA (2UYET TIEN 
n7U". TO ANY COMMANDO THIS blULD HAVE CLEARLY CONVEYED THAT A 
COMMANDO NAMED TAM, A MEMBER OF TEAM ATILLA WHO WAS KNOWN AS ATILLA 
3, HAD BEEN CAPTURED ON 10 MAY nbH AND WAS AT (2UYET TIEN PRISON IN 
1170. IN 1172 SOURCE ENCOUNTERED COMMANDOS FROM THOSE IN THE 
AGRICULTURAL TEAM AREA WHEN ALL WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON 
AND LEARNED HIS RUSE HAD WORKED. A NUMBER OF THE COMMANDOS IN THE 
AGRICULTURAL TEAM AREA WERE RADIO OPERATORS WHO KNEW SOURCE'S ALIAS 
TO BE "TAM" AND WERE AWARE HE WAS THE RADIO OPERATOR FROM TEAM 
"ATILLA". THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMANDOS HELD II^ THIS AREA NUMBERED 
SI AND THE AREA WAS REFERRED TO THEM AS "AREA SI" BECAUSE OF THE 
NUMBER OF COMMANDOS DETAINED IN THAT AREA. 

S. IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1172 THE RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS IN 

AREA "K" WERE MOVED OUT, SIGNALING TO THE REMAINDER OF COMMANDOS AT 
flUYET TIEN PRISON THAT THE POSSIBILITY OF PEACE ACCORD WAS AT 



HAND. THE PRISON STAFF MADE NO MENTION OF THEIR TRANSFER BUT THE 
COnnANDOS speculated THEY HAD BEEN MOVED SOMEWHERE PRIOR TO THEIR 
RELEASE. LATER THAT SUMMER THE COMMANDOS IN AREAS "A" AND AREA "SI" 
UERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON FOR PRE-PU RELEASE INDOCTRINATION, 
b. ONE GROUP OF FORMER COMMANDOS, THOSE WHO UERE SINGLETONS, 

UERE NOT TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU WITH OTHER COMMANDOS. ALL REMAINED 
BEHIND AT (2UYET TIEN AND ALL UERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 
1173 TO RESIDE IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 

7. SOURCE WAS AMONG THAT GROUP OF COMMANDOS TRANSFERRED BACK 

TO (3UYET TIEN PRISON FOLLOUING THE UNSUCCESSFUL PRISON STRIKE AT PHO 
LU IN JUNE 1173. WHEN HE ARRIVED AT (3UYET TIEN HE MET SOME OF THE 
FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM AREA "B" HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA 
"A" UHEN THE COMMANDOS HAD DEPARTED IN THE LATE .SUMMER OF 1172. 
THEY SAID MOST HAD REMAINED IN AREA "A" FOR NO MORE THAN THREE 
nONTHS AND THEN HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT OF AREA "A" AND TRANSFERRED 
ELSEWHERE. THE FEU REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K" 
PORTION OF AREA "A" LEFT SOON AFTER THE COMMANDOS RETURNED TO (2UYET 
TIEN IN 1173. THE FIRST CIVIL CRIMINALS ARRIVED AT flUYET TIEN 
PRISON AT THIS TIME AND OCCUPIED 



uti pp 

AREA "K". OTHER COnHANDOS TRANSFERRED SHORTLY AFTERUARD FROM PHO 
LU, (2UAN6 NIHN, AND TAN LAP PRISONS UERE PLACED IN AREA "0". THE 
RETURNING PRISONERS FOUND THE ONLY APPARENT CHANGE AT flUYET TIEN 
PRISON UAS THE ADDITION OF A NEli) LABOR BUILDING BESIDE THE LABOR 
BUILDING USED BY THE CARPENTRY/SAUHILL TEAM UORK AREA AND AN 
ADDITION OF A DOORUAY IN THE LABORER AREA UHICH PERMITTED ACCESS TO 
THE CENTRAL PRISON AREA BETWEEN AREAS "A" AND "B". 
a. THERE lilAS NO FURTHER CONSTRUCTION AT flUYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING n73-7? WITH ONE EXCEPTION. A NED LARGE MEETING HALL UAS 
CONSTRUCTED THERE IN n7b TOUARD THE REAR OF THE CENTRAL OPEN AREA 
AND IN FRONT OF THE LABORER AREA ENTRY GATE. (2UYET TIEN THEN 
REMAINED UNCHANGED UNTIL SOURCE DEPARTED THERE IN n?? FOR TUYEN 
(2UANG PRISON WHEN HE WAS PLACED ON PAROLE. HE HEARD THAT ALL 
PRISONERS UERE TRANSFERRED FROM flUYET TIEN IN 11*77 AND THE FACILITY 
TURNED OVER TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM. 

DURING SOURCE'S CONFINEMENT AT flUYET TIEN DURING nbS-77 H 
OFTEN DID NOT LEARN THE IDENTITY OF OTHERS HELD IN THE VARIOUS 
CONFINEMENT AREAS OF flUYET TIEN UNTIL SEVERAL YEARS LATER, HOWEVER, 
HE blAS EVENTUALLY ABLE TO LEARN THE IDENTITY OF ALL GROUPS HELD AT 



flUYET TIEN DURING THE PERIOD l^bS-7fl AND NEVER SAU OR HEARD OF ANY 
U.S. PUS THERE DURING THAT PERIOD OF TIHE. THE SPECULATION AMONG 
SOnE PRISONERS THAT U.S. PUS COULD HAVE BEEN HELD IN AREA "0" UAS 
DISPELLED BY flUACH DINH (JUYEN WHO IDENTIFIED THE "REVISIONISTS" AS 
BEING THE OCCUPANTS OF AREA "0". 

VO-PU COnnENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON (2UYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING nbE-b? UAS CONTAINED IN IIR b-Dm-Q13M-ah . INFORMATION 
CONCERNING flUYET TIEN PRISON IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT UITH 
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY OTHER COMMANDOS HELD THERE AND IS IN GENERAL 
AGREEMENT UITH INFORMATION a> A^T/^ SOURCE'S 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE RECRUITMENT OF COMMANDO RADIO OPERATORS 
AND THE IDENTITY OF THOSE IN AREA "K" UILL BE THE IDENTITY OF PRISON 
CADRE AT flUYET TIEN AND DETAILS ON PRISON LIFE STYLE UILL ALSO BE 
REPORTED SEPARATELY. 



PROJ: N/A 
COLLI NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. 



PR£P: SEDGWICK J>. TOURISON, JR., GS-m, SENIOR VH DESK ANALYST, 

PLia 

APPR: KIMBALL H. GAINES, COL, USAF , CH, VO-PU 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEn: NONE 
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MSGNO 



7 (PCXX) »08/06/86» *12:06:58.3.0* 

ZCZC 17:06;01Z (PC) 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3263 2181539- -RUEALGX. 

R 061539Z AUG 86 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX /SAFE 

R 051832Z AUG 86 

FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J233/J36// 

RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 

RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 

BT 

EZ1: 




V — 



EZ2 : 

D954/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0014-86 
PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6-0 14-001 4-86 /QUYET TIEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY .EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI: 860406 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

SUMMARY: SOURCE DESCRIBES HIS OBSERVATIONS AT QUYET TIEN 

TEXT°" U ^^^^ ^SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN AREA "0" AT QUYET TIEN 
DURING 1973-77. ALTHOUGH TRANSFERRED IN EARLY 1977 TO TUYEN QUANG 
WITH OTHER COMMANDOS HE FOUND HIMSELF ONE OF THE COMMANDOS SELECTED 
A3 PART OF THE SECOND INCREMENT OF COMMANDO LABORERS WHO WERE 
RETURNED TO WORK BRIEFLY AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978. 

2 ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION OR CHANGES TO THE PRISON PROPER HAD 
CEASED BY EARLY 1977. SOURCE HEARD RUMORS FROM CAMP STAFF IN EARLY 
1977 TO THE EFFECT QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS SOON TO BE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE FOR USE BY THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM 
(PAVN). THE FIRST ARMED UNIFORMED PAVN APPEARED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA OUTSIDE THE PRISON IN EARLY 1977. THERE WERE NEVER MORE THAN 
SMALL GROUPS OF ARMED UNIFORMED TROOPS IN FATIGUE CLOTHING WHO 
SEEMED TO BE ONLY ON PATROL IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE PRISON BUT 
DID NOT APPEAR TO BE STATIONED THERE AT THAT TIME. 

3 DURING 1976 AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS CONSTRUCTED NEAR THE 
PRISON TO PROVIDE WATER FOR NEARBY FIELDS GROWING ROW CROPS. THESE 



\ 



FIELDS WERE TENDED BY POLITICAL/CRBMINAL INMATES ONLY. THIS SYSTEM 
WAS SUPERVISED BY DINH VAN SON, ONE OF THE COMMANDO INMATES 
DETAILED FROM THE FACILITY CONSTRUCTION UNIT (DOI XAY DUNG). THE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE AREA AROUND THE PRISON 
HAD NO WATER AVAILABLE LOCALLY TO SUPPORT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 
4. IN EARLY 1977 ALMOST ALL INMATES TO QUYET TIEN WERE 

TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE. ALL COMMANDOS WERE TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN 
QUANG PRISION TOGETHER WITH ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE TRANSFER 
WAS GRADUAL OVER A TWO MONTH PERIOD. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE WHERE THE 
CRIMINALS WERE TRANSFERRED. THE ONLY SIZEABLE GROUP OF PRISONERS 
REMAINING AT QUYET TIEN WHEN THE LAST COMMANDOS DEPARTED WERE A 
GROUP OF FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAMED ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) 
PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K". SOURCE BELIEVED THE FORMER RVNAF 
OFFICERS ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN SHORTLY PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE COMMANDOS. THE ONLY COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN AFTER APRIL 1977 
WERE FIVE COMMANDOS DETIALED TO REMAIN BEHIND AT QUYET TIEN TO 
ASSIST IN FACILITY MAINTENANCE. THEY INCLUDED DINH VAN SON, NGUYEN 
VAN TAN, NONG VAN HINH, NONG QUOC HAI, AND NGUYEN KHAC DINH. ALL 
THESE INMATES WERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON AND SOURCE MET 
OR HEARD OF THEM ALL LIVING IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM, PRIMARILY HO CHI 
MINH CITY, WHEN HE RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982- 

COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION REGARDING QUYET TIEN IS IN GENERAL 
AGREEMENT WITH OTHER INMATES HELD AT QUYET TIEN DURING 1973-78. 



PROJ: N/A 
COLL: NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. NO 

PREP: SEDGEWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 
V0-PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: NO 

ENCL : N/A 

DISSEM: N/A 

WARNING: 

BT 

#3263 

NNNN 

NNDD 





DEPARTMENT OF-J)EFENSE 
dCS MESSAiSE CENTER 



ZYIM njKTBK 4Sia 2540528 



ROUTM 

R U0S05Z SEP e5 

FM JCRC LIMSW BANGIOK TH 

TO OIA KASHINGTON 0C//0C-2// „. 

IMFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI *^*2„Vur 
AMEMBASSY WAU IWPUR "SOAO BEIJIHG 

SECSTAH WASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 
SECDEF ¥ASHDC//0ASD-1SA/PVI-M1A// 



SECTION 01 OF 02LIAIS0N BANGKOH TH 54518 



CHE: S^"" ^ 

SUBJECT: REIHTEIWIEW OF VII REFUGEE 



REF: 



A JCRC «G RPT M85-051. DIG 0502402 AUG 85. 

b" USOAO BANGKOK MSG, DIG 0404212 NAR 82. 

C' OIA/DC-2 HS6. DIG 0118012 AUG 85. 

O' DIA/OC-2 HS6. DIG 1216092 AUG 85. 



1 REF A REPORTED RESULTS OF WniAl IMTERVIEW OF 
UeCT refugee Am iOENTin HIM AS A FORHER IHMATE OF 
StIEM PRISON RE B PROtflOEO RESULTS OF INTERVIEW 
f"J}< PRISON. REIRTERVIEV OF REFUGEE 

diC » TO OBTAIN HIS KHOMLEOGEABILITY OF 
/v/AiK/CAHD REF 0 REQUESTED REINTERVIEV OF SUBJECT REFUGEE 
cdHCEMING QUYET TIEN PRISON ANO SC 

2 DURING RECENT INTERVIEW TRIP TO GALANG K DIS- 
COVERED <C HASRyETTUOTOJHLU.S.. BUT ^„.„. 
iSs REINTEWUV ED lAV M m lm. THE FOLLOWING PARA- 

rSpKpSI THE RESULTS OF THAT KINim^ 
CURRED ON 31 AUGUST 1985 AT GALANG ANO WAS CONDUCTED BY 
THOMAS R. MCMY. 

3 THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATED BY 
WMIBCE TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. THE FUNCTION OF QUYET TIEN 
K pJovSeMXIMUM SECURITY FOR COmANOOS ANO THE FOR- 
MER-RVN PaniWL FIGURES DEEMED DANGEROUS BY THE C0M1UN- 
fsTS tS «RE HELD IN QUYET TIEN BECAUSE OF ITS STRING- 
ENT SECURIH AND ISOLATED AUSTERE ENVIRONMtKT. AT LEAST 
20 PEOPLE WERETRAHSFERRED TO QUYET TIEN FRW NAM HA. BUT 
5!h RS KRE TRANSFERRED FRW QUAN6 NIHH. IN » 

1978 ALL IIWATES WERE MOVED TO EITHER THANH CAM OR 
THANH PHONG THE COMMANDOS WENT TO THANH PHONG. THE 
S!llA!5?iAS nSrY to AVOID "F»,NG ATTACK 
OF CHINESE FORCES. CONCERNING /l/zM/C iOURCE 
?KmY TcOGNnED THE HAME AND CMRECTIY IDENTI- 
FIED /✓ FROM A GROUP PHOTO. HE FIRST MET/t/' IH NAM 
HA WHERE THEY WERE BOTH WATES OF K-B OR AREA B. 
StH WERE TRANSFERRED TO QUTET TIEN AT THE SAME TIME 
.SOURCE WAS HELD IN QUYET TIEN -"H WI AS WAS ONE 
OF THE 48 POLITICAL PRISONERS. AS WAS SOURCE THEY 
WER BOTH TRANSFERRED TO THANH CAM IN AUG 78. // )»AS 
RELEASED FRW RE-EO IN LATE 1980 OR EARLY 1981. 
?55 S5URCE DURING THEIR JOINT CONFINEMENT THA^ H WAS 
AH ARCHITECT HIS FAMILY WAS ENTIRELY NORTHERN VICT- 
JamSe Bu5 HE WM THE ONLY ONE OF THE FAMILY TO GO SOUTH 



IN 1954 HIS FATHER WAS A NORTHERN DISTRICT CHI F DUR- 
ING THE ERA OF FRENCH DOMINATION. /J S^AKS THE CEN- 
TRAL DIALECT OF VIETNAMESE. ANO UPON BEING ASKED. 
TOLD SOURCE HIS FAMILY WAS ORIGINALLY FROM CENTRAL VICT- 
NAN BUT HAD MOVED NORTH TO ACCEPT THE DISTRICT CHIEF 
pSiTION HE ALSO TOLD SOURCE HE HAD MANY BROTHERS ANO 
SICTERS WHO «RE»RK1HG FOR THE SRV PUBLIC SECURITY 
sSiEe WnSh VIETNAM. HE TOLD SOURCE HE WAS ARRESTED 

Arrifw oc-2(2) (U,P,7.8,F) 
INFO CJCS 4 J3(8) NIDSC) J4(4) J5(2) CMB QC(l) JSOA(l) 
S CO (• SECDEF(9) USOP(ll) ASD:PA<1) US0P:0SAM4 
m\t{') AT-3(2) AT-lOO(l) DB-2(1) 0B-2C(1) 0B-2C2{1) 
0B-4C1(1) DB-4D3(1) DIA(l) 
+SAFE 




TUE TO AUEMPTIMG TO ESCAPE FROM VICTNAM. HOT BECAUSE 
HE WORKED FOR T«E RVN. OTHER INMATES TOLD SOURCE fi 
WAS ARR STED FOR BEING A CONFIDENCE MAN. AS HE WAS W- 
vSvED IN FALSELY 0R6AHIIING BOAT ESCAPES. TAKING PAY- 
Sr AND DISAPPEARING. AFTER THEIR TRANSFER TO THAWJ 
CAM FROM 231800 AUG 78 UNTIL APRIL 1980. SOURCE WA.<5 
NANACLED IN ISOLATION ANO HAD NO CONTACT WITH ^ 
UPON HIS RELEASE FROM ISOLATION. OTHER ItMATES ADVISED 
SuRtt TO NOT SPEAK TO J AS HE WAS DISCOVERED BY THEM 
TObTaN INTORwInT F^ SOURCE HAD NO 

FURTHER CONTACT WITH A/ 

4 LATER. ALSO AT THANH CAM. SOURCE HEARD THAT 

V TAKEN A HELICOPTER AND HAD ESCAPED TO CHINA. 
CADRE IN THE CAMP SAID THEY HAD HEARDLOHE NEWS ONTHE 
RADIO OUR NG AN APPROXIMATE TWO WEEK BROADCAST FROM 
SuNA ON WHICH M iPOKE OUT AGAINST THE GUARDS SPECI- 
FICALLY OF THE THANH CAM CAMP. THEY ALSO SAID WAS 
SEw A SMALL GROUP -HO^HAD ESCAPED VIA HELKOPT 
SOURCE ALSO HEARD IN CAMP THAT AL /(> > LY WERE 
mwUNIST ANO THAT W ARRESTtU IN W76-I97r 
fi TOLD SOURCE THAT DWEOIATELY AFTER THE TAKEOVER. 
HE DROVE A JEEP TO HANOI TO VISH THE MAUSOLEW OF HO 
Si MINH HIS MOTHER CURRENTLY LIVES SOMEWHERE IN HANO 
MO H WM RELEASED FROM THANH CAM DUE TO TO SPONSOMHIP 
OF HIS FAMILY. (NOTE: SOURCE CLEARLY DISPLAYED SKEPTI- 
CISM OF TO POSSIBILHY OF A TRUE REFUGEE BEING ABLE TO 
sSeSSFULLY FLE FRW VICTNAM VIA STOLEN HELICOPTER. AND 
?oS I STRANGE THE TWO WEEKS BROADCAST SPECIFICALLY BT 
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ISltmZ AUG fiS RR 

DIA UASHIN6T0N DC/ZDC-H// 
JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
CIA WASHINGTON 1>C 
AtlEMB KUALA LUIIPUR HY 
USDAO BEIJING CH 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON K/ZEAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EHR// 

2D,*in/I>C-2 
SUBJ: REflUEST FOR INTERVIEW 

REFS: A. USDAO BEIJING HSG DTG lB0t2fiZ HAR 62 
B I>IA/I>C-2 nSG DTG QliaOlZ AUG fiS 

c'. JCRC LNB nss »T<: oso^^oz *ug »s, subj= ocrc report 65-OSl 

1 REF A use F0RU*RI>E1) RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEFING OF 

PASSENGERS AN» CRE« OM BOAR. A UH-IH HELICOPTER WHICH FLE. FROH 
VIETNAn <SRV> TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA <PRC> IN SEP «1 AND 
.ERE INTERVIEUE. BV aCRC IN EARLT ..... THE HS. INCLUDE. STATEHENTS 
^ . CONCERNING HEARSAY, OF U.S. PNS HE CLAIMED TO HAVE 

OBTAINED FROn FORHER COIHANDOS WHILE ON P« WORK DETAILS WITH THEH AT 
^UVET TIEN PRISON, SRV, IN LATE .,77/EARLY REF B FORWARDED 

DIA/NniC/VO/DC-2 



SEDGWICK T0UR^lJ/HM70fi/12AUGa5/PFD 
COL 0BERST>4 JUSAF-. DC-2 CHF / 



02 



RESULTS Of THE RECENT DIA/.C-Z INTERVIEU OF THREE FORHER OPS 3MA 

connAN»os, one of «Hon «as inPRisoNE, at «uvet tien prison in i.7» 

«TH THE contingent OF FORHER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAH ARnE» FORCES 
mNAF> P»S. REF B ALSO INCLUH» INFORMATION FROn FOR«ER OPS 3MA 
COnnAN.O ^/^^ WHO STATE. THAT NAS A FORHER 

CIVIL A»nlNISTRATOR UITH THE FORIER GOVERNHENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM «VN> ACCORDING TO STATEMENTS HE nA»E TO HIM AN. OTHER 
INMATES UHILE AT .UrET TIEN. «C-e COMMENT: AS NOTE. IN REF B, 
rfj^ REVIE«E. A PHOTOGRAPH .EPICTING THE IN.IVI.UAL INTERVIEUE^IN 

naa at beijing, prc, an. claiming to be '^''^'^ 

STATE. THAT THE IN.IVI.UAL HE OBSERVE. IN THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARE. TO 
BE MAM^ AS REPORTE. IN REF A, /-//H^/S- STATE. TO 

INTERVIEWERS IN BEIJING THAT HE IS A FORMER PRIVATE CIVILIAN 
CONTRACT0R.> REF C FORUAR.E. THE RESULTS OF OCRC INTERVIEW OF 

FORMER GVN FINANCE MINISTRY EMPLOYEE- .ETAINE. AT flUYET TIEN 
IN 1177-76, AN. INTERVIEUE. AT PULAU BI.ONG, MY, ON 11 JUN 65. REF C 
SUGGESTS ^A*J^ IS ICNONLE.GEABLE CONCERNING THE I.ENTITY OF 
GVN/RVNAF PERSONNEL IMPRISONE. NITH COMMAM.OS AT flUYET TIEN IN 

n77-7a. 

2. REflUEST /v^^n, BE REINTERVIEWE. CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING 



03 03 



ASPECTS OF HIS DETENTION AT (JUYET TIEN PRISON: 

A. WHAT UAS THE FUNCTION OF flUYET TIEN PRISON WHILE HE UAS 

DETAINED THEREf 

B. FROn WHICH PRISONS HAD THE RVNAF/6VN PRISONERS COHE FROtl TO 
flUYET TIENf UHY DID THEY LEAVE UHEN THEY DIDf 

C. DETERHINE SOURCE'S KNOULEDGEABILITY OF THE BACKGROUND OF 

AND HIS REEDUCATION CAHP CHRONOLOGY- DETERtllNE THROUGH 
PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION IF THE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS IDENTIFIED 
HinSELF TO JCRC AT BEIJING IS IN FACT X^^^^ IF SO, WHEN AND 

UNDER WHAT CIRCUHSTANCES WAS RELEASED FROn THANH CAH PRISONf 

D. WHAT ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE INCARCERATION OF THE COtlHANDOS 
DID ^^U^ HEAR WHILE AT (JUYET TIENf WERE THE COHHANDOS SAID TO 
HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED WITH AHERICANSf IF SO, TO WHOll CAN THESE 
REMARKS BE ATTRIBUTEDf WHO AMONG THE GVN/RVNAF PW CONTINGENT HAD 
CONTACT WITH THE COHIIANDOSf 

3. DC-S COnnENT: REF B ALSO PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON THE FUNCTION 

OF THE flUYET TIEN PRISON DURING n77-7a AS OBTAINED FROM ^4^^ 



, POC IN DIA/DC-e IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 
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MSGNO 54 (PCXX) *08/05/85* »00: 11 :2a.l .0* 

ZCZC 05:10:20Z (PC) „,„„pv ^ <S^-^ 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170246. -RUEALGX. . 

R 050246Z AUG 85 ^ ^^^^ • 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC U'-<.k 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE e-** M< . 

R 050240Z AUG 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

BT 

SECTION 01 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 

EZ2* 

CITE* 3472 AUG 85 

SUBj': JCRC REPORT 35-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 

FOUR AMERICANS OUT OF VIETNAM 
REF: A. JCRC MSG RPT 85-050, DTG 310712 JUL 85 (BY 
- SAME SOURCE) 

B. JCRC RPT 85-052 

C. JCRC LTR RPT 35-163, DTD 16 MAY 85 

1 SOURCE. NAME: S.<=- . DPOB: ^ 
1936. THAI BINH; FORMER EMPLOYEE AT THE RVN FINANCE MINIS- 
TRY; GENERAL OFFICE OF TAXES ON NGUYEN VAN TROI ST; PRESENT 

IJalAYSIA- id DATA: DOI: 30 APRIL 1985; INTER- 

MALAYSIA, ID DATA. ^ ^^^^ INTERVIEW: 

11 JUNE 85: OTHER: SOURCE DEPARTED VIETNAM ON 1 MAY 1985. 

HIS FINAL ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS 

HIS FINAL h^jncoo ^^^^ ^ ^ 

THREE DAUGHTERS LIVING AT J5:z> 

2 ' * SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES HEARSAY INFORMATION OF 
THE REMAINS OF FOUR AMERICANS AND HIS WORK IN PLANNING TO 
SMUGGLE PORTIONS OF THESE REMAINS OUT OF VIETNAM, ffi ALSO 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION OF QUYET TIEN PRISON AND COM- 
MANDOS AND POLITICAL INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN THE 
FACILITY. END OF SUMMARY. 

\ INFORMATION. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RE- 

LATED BY SOURCE TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. IN MID-APRU. 1985, 
SOURCE MET FORMER FELLOW RE-EDUCATION INMATE Ml^^. 
(ADDRESS UNKNOWN) AT SOURCE'S HOME AT^^^^^^^ 

VISIT >l/>4*«<'/€. RELATED TO HIM THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. DUE 
TO HAVING HEARD A RUMOR THAT IF SOMEONE POSSESSES INPOWIA- 
TION OF MISSING AMERICANS THEY CAN OBTAIN ASSISTANCE IN 
LEAVING VIETNAM IN EXCHANGE FOR THE INFORMATION, 



REGAN TO SEARCH FOR INFORMATION orMISSING AMERICANS. 

^iio HIS INFORMATION WITH SOURCE IN ORDER TO OB- 
TAIN SOURCE'S HELP IN GETTING THE TNFORMATION TO Tffi US 
nnJpBNMENT /V^GAVE SOURCE FOUR DOG TAGS AND FOUR 
S^S?*ALLOWED SOURCE TO VIEW A POTTERY URN WHICH WAS 
^^F ShAtTcLAIMED WERE REMAINS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
DOG TAGS. SOURCE RECALLED LOOKING INTO THE URN AND SEE- 
ING AN ASSORTMENT OF REMAINS WHICH WERE WHITE IN COLOR 
AND DID NOT APPEAR TO BE BROKEN UP. /UA></£. TOLD SOURCE 
THAT THE REMAINS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED IN THE BAN ME THUOT 
AREA BY HIMSELF, A MAN NAMED TA VAN TY (ADDRESS NOT RE- 
LATED TO SOURCE AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL (NOT IDENTIFIED) 
AND THAT ALL FOUR REMAINS HAD COME FROM THE SAME GENERAL 
AREA. NOTHING MORE CONCERNING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DIS- 
COVERY WAS RELATED TO SOURCE. 

4 APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER, SOURCE WROTE THE 

INFORMATION FROM THE FOUR DOG TAGS ON THE INTERIOR OF 
A aOTHING GARMENT OF A CHILD OF A WOMAN NAMED 
(FULL NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS SOON TO DEPART VIETNAM 
UNDER THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM TO RESETTLE PO^IBLY 
IN CALIFORNIA. SOURCE RECALLED THE WOMAN WAS TRAVELLING 
ONLY WITH HER TWO CHILDREN AND WENT TO BANGKOK ON 19 MAY 
1985. //A^i WAS NOT GIVEN THE TEETH BUT SHE DID AGREE 
TO PASS T : INFORMATION TO THE USG. THE PLAN WAS FOR 
//A/vtS 7 .^EPORT THE INFORMATION AND TO FIND OUT IF ANY OF 
THE FOUK NAMES WERE ACTUALLY MISSING AMERICANS, AND IF 
THEY WERE, SHE WAS TO WRITE TO SOURCE'S BROTHER, 5^-^ 
AND SOURCE'S DAUGHTER, «;c-aM-M . LIVING AT 

^ WHO WERE TO 

WRITE BACK TO SOURCE IN VIETNAM, WHEREUPON HE WOU^D CON- 
TACT THE WIFE OF DUY (STILL LIVING AT POSSIBLY HOUSE 

HCMC) WHO IS ALSO AN ODP APPLICANT. SHE WOULD THEN PRE- 
PARE A LACQUER-WARE PICTURE BY DRILLING OUT FOUR HOLES IN 
WHICH TO SMUGGLE OUT THE FOUR MOLARS. SOURCE THEN HAD THE 
CHANCE TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM AND TURNED OVER HIS RESPON- 
SIBILITY TO HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, S3 

TAN BINH DISTRICT, HCMC. 

SOURCE THEN RETURNED THE FOUR MOLARS TO SOURCE 
RECALLED TRANG'S MOTIVATION FOR ASSISTING HAVING BEEN 
BASED ON HER DESIRE FOR HER PARENTS TO LEAVE VIETNAM WIEN 
THE US RETURNED TO BRING OUT THE REMAINS. SOURCE DID NOT 
RECALL ANY INFORMATION FROM THE DOG TAGS. SOURCE RE- 
QUESTED INTERVIEWER PROVIDE HIM WITH THE RESULTS OF THE 
DOG TAG INFORMATION INVESTIGATION (WHETHER OR NOT ACTUAL 

MIA CASESK^^ ^ REPORTED THE RESULTS OF JCRC INTER- 

BT 

#6235 

NNNN 

NNDD 
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^- MSGNO 56 (PCXX) »08/05/85» »00: 11 :28.3.8» 

ZCZC 05:10:20Z (PC) 

RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170247- -RUEALCX, 

R 050247Z AUG 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 050240Z AUG 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO iQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJC./DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

BT 
EZ1 • 

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 

EZ2 1 

CITE: . 3472 AUG 85 

SUBJ: JCRC REPOR" 35-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 
VIEW WITH ODP APPLICANT WHO REPORTS 

DOG TAG INFORMATION OF FOUR INDIVIDUALS WHICH SHE CLAIMED 
WAS PASSED TO HER BY A MAN NAMED TINH WHO LIVED AT 
<£> HCMC. 

6 SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CON- 
CERNING QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE QUYET TIEN PRISON CAMP 
WAS LOCATED NEAR QUYET TIEN (V), HEO VAC (D), HA TUYEN 
(P) AND WAS LXATED ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN OF 1147 
METERS ELEVATION. THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY FOUR KILO- 
METE^ "HOH THE CHINESE/VIETNAMESE BORDER (AS THE. CROW 
FLIE -OURCE RECALLED THERE WAS ONLY ONE ROAD LEADING 
INTO Ti w iMP WHICH WAS BORDERED ON BOTH SIDES BY A TALL 
MOUNTAIN, GIVING THE APPEARANCE TO ONE WHO ENTERED THE 
AREA THAT HE WAS PASSING THROUGH A GIANT GATE, HENCE THE 
CAMP NICKNAME "CONG TROI", MEANING GATE TO THE SKY. 

7 SOURCE WAS HELD IN QUYET TIEN FROM 25 DECEMBER 
1977 UNTIL HIS TRANSFER TO THANH CAM 90A IN AUGUST 1978. 
THE CAMP COMMANDER WAS CAPTAIN LANG WHO WAS APPROX 40-45 
YOA AT TiiAT TIME. THE MAJORITY OF THE CAMP CADRE WERE 
PEOPLE FROM THE TAY, THAI AND MEO ETHNIC MINORITIES. 
SOURCE WAS HELD WITH APPROX 15-16 COMMANDOS, SOME OF WHOM 
HE HAS FORGOTTEN THEIR NAMES, BUT HE DID RECALL THE 
FOLLOWING COMMANDOS: 

- NGUY^'I VAN LUYEN, CAPTAIN, TEAM LEADER, DATE OF CAP- 
TURE: 961, APPROX 52-53 WA; 

- NGUIEN VAN HINH, 2LT, CAPTURED IN 1963, APPROX 45 YOA; 

- KHOAN, SGT, CAPTURED IN 1962, APPROX 45 YOA; 

- TAM, SGT, APPROX 50; 

- TO, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 

- THANH, SGT, APPROX 42 YOA; 

- THANG, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 



PAGE 



000 



- TUNG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 

- HINH, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; ^ 

- DINH, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 

- THUY, SGT, APPROX 42-45 YOA; 

- QUANG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA. 

JCRC NOTE: ALL ABOVE AGES WERE COMPUTED BY SOURCE AS 
PRESENT AGE IN 1985» 

8 IN AUGUST 1978, SOURCE AND THE 47 FELLOW POLITI- 

CAL PRISONERS JOINED WITH APPROX 50 COMMANDOS, BOARDED 
TWO TRUCKS AND WERE TRANSFERRED. SOURCE ONLY RECALLS 
COMING TO AN INTERSECTION PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THANH CAM 
WHERE THE TRUCK CARRYING THE COMMANDOS SPLIT OFF AND DID 
NOT GO TO THANH CAM AS DID SOURCE. SOURCE WAS ALLOWED NO 
CONTACT WITH THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN QUYET TIEN BUT RECALLS 
HEARING THEY WERE HELD IN VERY CROWDED CELLS WHICH RE- 
SULTED IN THE DEATH OF 20 OR 30 OF THEM. THE BODIES OF 
COMMANDOS WHO DIED IN QUYET TIEN WERE BURIED ON THE BA THEN 
HILL BEHIND THE CAMP, WHICH WAS SO-NAMED AFTER THE NAME OF 
A LOCAL ETHNIC MEO TRIBESMAN. SOURCE ALSO HEARD THAT AT 
THE TIME OF THEIR TRANSFER, APPROX 7-8 COMMANDOS WERE LEFT 
BEHIND IN QUYET TIEN. CADRE EXPLAINED THEY WOULD BE MOVED 
TO JOIN THE OTHERS LATER. 

9 SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THE NAMES AND POSITIONS OF 

45 OF T}^ "POLITICAL" INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN 

QUYET TlEh (LIST TO BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY). THE INMATES 

OF SOURCE'S ELEMENT WERE ALL ETHNIC SOUTHERNERS WHO HAD 

BEEN MOVED SEPARATELY FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT CAMPS IN THE 

SOUTH MANY OF THE GROUP WERE FORMER RVNAF CAPTAINS AND 

MAJORS. BUT THE GROUP ALSO INCLUDED CIVILIANS AND APPROX 

12 RVNAF CHAPLAINS. SOURCE NEVER HEARD OF A QUYET TIEN A 

OR B AS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY REPORTED AND STATED THERE IS ^Rv^*- 

ONLY ONE QUYET TIEN CAMP. 

BT 

#6235 
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NNDD 
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MSGNO 



72 (PCXX) »07/25/85* »00:03:53.5. 1* 

ZCZC 05:02:0nz (PC) 

RTTSZYUW RUEKJCSM119 2060318- -RUEALGX. 

R 2503 18Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 250307Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC //DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/ /DDO/EA/VCL// 

BT 



<> 



EZI: 



CITE: 
EZ2: 
SUBJ: 



SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>41|119<><> 
3443 JULY 85 



REF: 



1. 



A. 
B. 



CAPTAIN; 
TION: 
ID DATA: 
1985 BY 



JCRC REPORT .85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 
PRISON IN NVN 

JCRC MSG RPT 85-048 (BY SAME SOURCE) 
DIA/ DC-2 MSG, DTG 041517Z JUN 85 
SOURCE. NAME: ^ DPOB: ^ 43, 

^12, FORMER ARVN 

MR 3 IG, '"service number ^SLD PRESENT LXA- 

^~£> 

\SJ> DOi: 1980; INTERVIEWED ON 20 JUNE 

OTHER: SOURCE'S FINAL 
ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS BIEN 
HOA WHERE HE LIVED WITH HIS WIFE AND HER TWO AMERASIAN 
DAUGHTERS 

2 ' SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES INFORMATION OF A 
HONG KONG CITIZEN REPORTEDLY WHO WAS IN THE EMPLOY OF THE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND IS HELD PRISONER IN THANH 
PHONG RE-EDUCATION CAMP. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDES INFORMA- 
TION OF COMMANDOS HE MET WHILE IN CAPTIVITY. END SUMMARY. 

3 THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATED TO IN- 
TERVIEWER BY SOURCE AS FACT. SOMETIME IN 1980, WHILE 
SOURCE WAS HELD CAPTIVE IN THE THANH PHONG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP. HE FIRST MET A HONG KONG CITIZEN NAMED ^AMJSi- 

WAS APPROXIMATELY 60 YOA AND SPOKE ONLY A 
LITTLE VIETNAMESE. SOURCE IS ETHNIC CHINESE SO THEY BE- 
FRIENDED EACH OTHER, SPEAKING IN THEIR COMMON TONGUE, 
CANTONESE. tfAMt-TOLD SOURCE HE WAS A SCHOONER CAPTAIN 
AND HAD WORKED FOR THE ISLAND NAVIGATION COrffANYJlND THE 
WINNANY SHIPPING COMPANY AND HAS A FRIEND, ^"^C 
WHO WORKED FOR THE U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT IN HONG 
KONG. HIS ADDRESS IN HONG KONG WAS ^/^T-A- 



CI SEARCH 

. NGUYEN AP, PING SAN THOM 
VAN SAN CHUON. HIS WIFE'S NAME I^ ^T"^ " orq. 

' anS has a daughter named 

VIDEO SOURCE WITH A SECOND ADDRESS: J) K-iA 

ScS «S1Si[Dlui THEM TO SEMD HOME «E 

imPlP UHICH COMPRISED GROUP WAS VISITING » vim 

™iSd1lSEV1HERE AMD WAS HOT PKSEK, SO OMLY 

''^^TlsHiS «S'aS ^ CAPTURED 

J!f RW B? m™' ™ER TOEi Sere taken to nvn in a truck 

M^roS Si CHI MINK TRAIL "ra."™? « 
S!vo.inpn^ ffMli. WAS WOUNDED IN HIS UPPER ARM. THE 

«,„RCE.S ABHI JA^, « S.Ts?SRil'?RO,IDED 

?k FOLLOWING hSTcOMMANDOS, AU. OF WHOM HE MET AT 

LEASED IN 1982. 
BT 

#4119 
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MSGNO 



77 (PCXX) »07/25/85» »00:03:5^.9.6* 

ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) 

R 25032OZ JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 250307Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PJ, 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

EdWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAII A/CIA WASHDC 

BT 

SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 4M119 
CITE: 3M43 JULY 85 

iSi: JCRC REPORT 85-0M9, COMMAND^ ^S^fLT 
C. NGUYEN DINH THUY, 2LT. TM LDR, DOC 1963, AS OF 

J^'^nKaN bIng!1gT. communicator. DOC 1962. AS 
f ZlZi '^m. L^'a^iMUNICATOR. DOC 1963. AS OF 

mS^: m. doc 1961. as of 19/5/84. still 

G ^?^N OR NGUYEN VAN TAM, SGT. TM LDR. ARTIST, ETHNIC 
^UtS VIETNAMESE (NOTE: THEREFORE NOT SOURCE OF JCR^^^ 
RPT M85-04M). DOC 1962; 1982-83 «S5ASED LIVING IN HCMC. 
Z TRAN VAN DINH, SGT , TM LDR, DX 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 

l!''i;Su'!!Glllf ^UONG. SGT, DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 

^N^'sGi, TM LDR. DOC 1964; 1982-83 RELEASED 

k!' M Jan"5!S; frogman, doc 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 

"''ScuJEN^KlSi, FROGMAN. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 

J;!''l!™f (FNU). FROGMAN, DX 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 

M^'^TOlS S^ilEN. LY MAU SON AND LUONG MINH PHAT, 
SIinSHhSg S) xilLORS, DOC 1967; HELD IN CP.3 AS 

f. mi CHI HIEN, 2LT, TM LDR, TAIWANESE COMMANDO, DOC 

Tiw^VE Zmrilul COMMANDOS (NAMES UNK) 



INCLUDING 2 X MA J, 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT, ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. ^ 
Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VANG CHU AND VANG CHA (5 '9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 

6. / SOURCE HEARD FROM m^(THE TAILOR) THAT AT 

SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET TIEN, HE HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS, EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON- 
VERSE WITH SOME OF THEM VIA MORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 
SOURCE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG 
AND THEN CP-3. 

7 ) SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979- 

80 AND K-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980-XTOBER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1. DURING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. MOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE- ARREST. THE WORK AREA 
FOR THE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
"KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG, SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-4. NO CONG NHAN'S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC- 
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 

#4119 
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MSGNO 78 (PCXX) »07/25/85» •00:03:51, 1 .2* 

ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) „.„„^v 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS4119 2060320- -RUEALGX. 

R 250320Z JUL 85 

FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 

INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 

R 250307Z JUL 85 

FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC/ /NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 

RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 

BT 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 44119 
CITE: 3443 JULY 85 

EZ2* 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 
(INCLUDING A GOOD NUMBER OF TAIWANESE) WHEN OTHERS WERE^ 
MOVED FROM THANH PHONG TO CP-3. SOURCE HEARD AN IN-CAMP 
RUMOR THAT THE VANG PAO LAO COMMANDOS WOULD ALSO BE MOVED 
TO CP-3 AND THAT SRV OFFERED THEM TO THE LAO GOVT, BUT 
LAOS HAD YET TO ACCEPT THEIR RELEASE AND RETURN. 
8 SOURCE. WHEN ASKED BY INTERVIEWER. RECOGNIZED 

BY NAME THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND PROVIDED THE FOLLOW- 
ING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THEM: 
A QUACH THUC, NUNC MINORITY, SPOKE CHINESE AND NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, WAS A FORMER MEMBER OF A MILITANT SECT TO 
FREE MAINLAND CHINA FROM MAO TSE DUNG, FOUGHT AGAINST 
THE FRENCH, AND WAS FORMER MBR OF THE ARVN 5TH DIVISION. 

B. HAI. RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER. 

C. NGUYEN VAN TUNG, RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER, IS HARD 
OF HEARING AND NOW LIVES IN HCMC. 

D HANH, RELEASED, WAS FROM NGHE AN (P), LIVES IN HCMC. 
E* NGUYEN CAO SON, TM LDR, IS A NORTHERNER, RELEASED. 
F HOANG VAN CHUONG, RELEASED, LIVES IN HCMC AND WORKED 
AS A DISCIPLINARY CADRE FOR THE COMMUNISTS WHILE AN 
INMATE 

9 * SOURCE, AFTER RELEASE, ONLY MET TWO RELEASED 
COMMANDOS, BOTH TOGETHER, IN HCMC AT THE CHO ONG TA 
MARKET. ONE WAS EITHER a/>4/hE.? M"St 
NAME NOT RECALLED) AND THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL'S NAME NOT 
RECALLED. SOURCE ONLY KNOWS OF COMMANDOS CURRENTLY HELD 
IN TWO LOCATIONS, THANH LAM AND CP-3. 

10. SOURCE HAS A SISTER, t^Ac*i.(L^ , WHO, IN 1972, 

WAS MARRIED TO A US SOLDIER WITH WHOM SHE LIVED AT 1245 
J> A- -T^ A HE HAS HAD NO 



CONTACT WITH HER. 
BT 

NNNN 
NNDD 
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 
LIAISON OFFICE ' . 
AMERICAN EMBASSY. 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 965<6 




FROM: JCRC-LNB 

TO: Commander, JCRC 

SUB J: Re-ed Camp Sketches 



Ref: RPT ^ 84-139 
22 January 1985 



Source : 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f . 

g- 

h. 

i. 



Name: 

DOB: <^ 1932 
POB : 

Former position: Cpl, Special Forces 
Present location: SjP 
Identification data: •:S>2> 
DOI: 1963-1980 

Date of interview:' 14 December 1984 
Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 



Ha Tinh (P) 
Service Number 



source a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 
provided information concerning the prison/re-education camp system. 

Information:' 

source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at Quyet Tien Prison 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was held 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-educationJie did not observe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visit any camps where Source was held. 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source was 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held xnside for 
fbur months and did not see the outside of the prison. 



Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 
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10/26/82 15:44 ^RT 33 ^ „ ^cgAg^ __ 5649 C ACTEBS 

ROUTINE ~ CONFIl f ''^it„"||i2 AT 26 66202 .<:T82 

REFERENCE FROM USi,.*0 BANGKOK, 5sS>K oui^ »i 
ROUTING ASSIGNED BY WSS: 

TERR WEUL CHSA ASPG 
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

0011(1). C©15(1). D010(l), 

^™i?ST SS?''^uJy^Dlo, MAGAO, FRANCE. TAIWAN. 

REFUGEE. SE ASIA, TERRORIST, ^ 

'»^"Trm'2S9-23f283^299 311 316 343 382 
NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER: 

263-025436 ^ 

CDSN = NSS473 MCN = 82299/01107 TOR = 822990638 
StTCZYUW RIIWrBKA 6812 2990625 -RUEKDIC. 

R 26062OZ OCT 82 
FM USDAO BANGKOK 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DI-E2// 
INFO RUHQBFA/JCRC BARBERS FT HI 
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUMJNG/USDLO HONG KONG 
RUEAIIA/GIA VASHDC 

»T SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK 56812 

^IT^i . 3346 OCT 82. 

SUBJ: REFUGEE 

EZ05: jjTP 23 JUL 82. SUBJ: 

S^ciNI^iTION AND INMATES OF TAN LAP PRISON VINE PBJ PRO^ 
V I NCE. FORMER DETENTION SITE FOR U.S. POWS <NOT AVAIL 

ABLE TO JCRC-LHOK _ 100043Z AUG 82. 

\ B^^YillSs^D'HESLAY INFO THAT UNSPECIFIED 

IN RFF n.. ^ ^ VAS INTERVIEJ'TED 

AT ARPYLeTJaS? hong k5?G. on 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 

Sc'X»^« J;«'^^5v."'S^i. "Se'SIaSced to ta« a» 

10 KM from FARTHEST SECTION OF CAMP. 

I aUYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT OT FROM JULY 65 UNTIL 

IS S I nXElY completed in 1964, THUS YE^ 1^64 

i^Lr^ "Silk d«StTsi ^s^Se'sii jsIliJJ'^iS the 

SiS -80^%^ sSoJTKcSJate s^-tch OF aj RE-ED^MIP 
5^'^SiJSfSG Sn I^tS indicating area-k svh co^dos 

JaPTORED 1968 AND LATER-WAS ACTUAI£Y THE DISPENSARY FOR 
T.-A". l?,^f sMT'^"fJL"jT'?l.'^^S? SHOW 



10/26/82 15:44 .SHc| WAS A SEWING AbIa WHERE PI CUT 
AS "WORK AREA" 0 jKETCHWAb A COOPERATIVE VERi.^ 

SECTIONS OF GLOTh £^0" ™E g^^JJ^!^^ HAD A QUOTA OF 4-5 

Brought for |ewihg. each i^tl^^^^^ placed in 

SETS PER DAY. ™OSE WHO DID mil nr^ (SOURCE'S 
DISCIPLINARY CELL WITH LESS OR J^.^^ SKETCH PROVIDED BY 
DEPICTION OF DISCIPLINARY ^AMATLBi!|^ DEPICTED AS 
DIA.) SOURCE SAID THATJ^Jg J^iuMD 68 AND LATER" WAS A 
-WORK AREA FOR SVH COIffiANDOS JA^iuw^ FROGMEN 
LUMBER MILLING AREA FOR ^OAT OFEKAnjns WERE 
CAPTURED FROM 65 TO «8- SOURCE STATtU^ ^^^^j^ 
bSmEROUS deaths due To EXHAUSTION and n^^ ^ ..p^^^ 

Sea. source was not PLACED IN AMA 

HOW" ON DIA SKETCH. ,U?^IL HIS St^"»u^ WHENEVER ANYONE 
OTATED THAT DURITC INITIAL TOUR AT Jl^wn^ gOUHCg 
IhTERED or departed area O , ^J^^JJj;*^ SIT DOVJN ON THE 
(AREA "A- ON DIA SKETCH) WIRE Rmuin^w^ THE WINDOWS TO 
FLOOR AFTER A CADRE J^^ACED BLANKETS OVEH i 
PREVENT OBSERVATION A«^.^2!pJ. iicKIHG OF THE PARIS 

"O^ WAS EMPTY AS OF 1971. AFTER T^E S^^" ^ACED IN AREA "0" 

aSreSments source WAS retu^ed^to 

van TWO YEARS. (SOURCE SFt-l.u^it." » nvXVG ELIGIBLE FOR 
|?ScrTHE^ DID NOT CONSIDER HI M^^EINC ELIGI^^^ 
REPATRIATION ALONG WITH REGULAR ARVnrwwuro 

5SJTStl -SPECIAL OPERAT ONS- INVOL ^^^^ ^ACH 

AREA "O" SOURCE WAS REttUIRED TO iwrunn i"*- ^j^^ 
^ £ MOVED AROUND THE AREA^NCLUDI^^^ 
TO THE LATRINE. SOURCE OBSERVED A sha^ jhllIHG ROOM FOR 
"0" WHICH HAD BEEN "SED PREVIOUSLY AS A^ SOURCE' 
SAWING TIMBER BUT SOURCE DID NOT WO^^'^rE M0\'ED 

SSffirKJ »"JSf "0- AND THE WORK 

BT 

EZ06: tf" 
ACTION »I-E2(*>^__.^, j3(^) H1DS(*) SAGA(*) J3:NMCC(*) 
^"^^ Si?; * 5?if ScJrSEcS:;*) SECDEF;*) US^^ 

ASD:PA(*) *? Osi3B(S Iwl *riS-4A( *) 

RTS 2B(») 0S(*) OS-K*) OS ^ dB-2(») ^ ^ 

JIi|;<JrDB-2C?iri5i-^<^? SS5D3(*> DT-U*) DIM*) 

DB-6D(*) DT-5(«) 
+CSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+CMG CG WASHINGTON DC 

+Ha AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC TOTAL COPIES REftUIRED 
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ROUTINE ZYIW RUEKJCS6047 2141320 

R 0U801Z AUG 85 

FM OIA WASHINGTON 0C//0C-2// 

TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH CIA WASHINGTON OC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EHR// 
SECOEF WASHINGTON DC//OAS0-ISA/PW-MIA/^ 

SECTION 01 OF 02 

20.870/0C-2 
SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
REFS: A. USDAO BEIJING 120628Z MAR 82. 
« JCRC LIAISON 240216Z JUL 85. 

1 SUMMARY: A GROUP OF FORMER COMMANDOS. SOUTH VIHNAMESE 
ARMY (RVNAF) OFFICERS, AND DETAINED FORMER CIVIL OFFICIALS WERE AT 
OUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1978. THE GROUP INCLUDED A FORMER GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VTFTNAM <f,VN^ DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION NAMED THE GROUP WAS ENGAGED IN FOOD 
PRODUCTION TO SUPPORT PEOPLES AKMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) FORCES 
DEPLOYED IN THE AREA PREPARING TO COUNTER PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 0? CHINA 
(PRC) FORCES ALONG THE SINO-VIETNAMESE BORDER. 

2 A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 25 FORMER OPS 34A COMMANDOS IN 
TUYtN gUANG PRISON WERE TEMPORARILY TRANSFERRED TO OUYET TTFN PRISON 
IN FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1978. THIS GROUP INCLUDED /^//^/t . 
AFTER APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS THE GROUP RETURNtU lU lUYtN gUANG 
AND A SECOND GROUP OF 30 FORMER COMMANDOS WERE SELECTED AND SENT TO 
REPLACE THE FIRST GROUP WHICH HAD JUST RETURNED FROM QUYET TIEN 
PRISON THE SECOND GROUP INCLUDED LAU CHI CHANH, DANG CONG TRINH. 
NGUYEN VAN TAP. DINH VAN CHUC. NONG VAN HINH. NONG QUOC HAI. NGUYEN 
KHAC DINH. TRAN SINH QUANG. TUNG. AND VUONG VIEN QUANG. (SOURCE 
COMMENT- VUONG VIEN QUANG WAS A HEMBEP OF A GROUP OF TAIWANESE 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED WHILE ATTEMPTING TO INFILTRATE NORTHERN VIETNAM 
IN THE EARLY 1950S. TRAN SINH (JUANG WAS AN ETHNIC CHINESE MEMBER OF 
A MIKE FORCE UNIT CAPTURED IN APPROXIMATELY 1967. TOGETHER WITH KGO 
D£ TUNG WAS THE MEMBER OF AN UNKNOWN COMMADO UNIT CAPTURED IN HA 
TINH PROVINCE IN 1965-66. ANOTHER COMMANDO. NGUYEN CONG THANH. DID 
NOT ACCOMPANY EITHER GROUP BECAUSE HE WAS IN ISOLATION CONFINEMENT 

^e^mtP». AT TUYEN QUANG. NGUYEN CONG THANH WAS FROM AN INFAMOUS GROUP OF 
' ' • COMMANDOS UNDER THE COMMAND OF NGUYEN VAN MANH WHO SURRENDERED 
VOLUNTARILY TO PAVN FORCES AT CON CUONG. IN 1964. MANY OF THE 
COMMANDOS SENT TO QUYET TIEN IN 1978 HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY DETAINED 
WITH II .S PWS AT THANH TRI PRISOfJ IN THE LATE 1960S. 
2 < THE VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1976 
JOINED A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 60 RVNAF OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (GVN) CIVIL ADMINISTRATORS SENT THERE 
EARLIER FROM OTHER DETENTION SITES IN NORTHERN VIETNAM INCLUDING NAM 
HA OANH BO. AND PHO LU PRISONS. ALL WERE REPORTEDLY DISCIPLINARY 
PROBLEM PRISONERS. THE GROUP OF RVNAF PERSONNEL AND THE FORMER 
COMMANDOS WERE QUARTERED INITIALLY IN AREA "0' AND WERE LATER MOVED 
TO AREA "A-. ALL FORMER RVNAF OFFICER PWS DEPARTED IN APPROXIMATELY 
AUG 78 FOR THANH CAM PRISON. THE COMMANDOS DEPARTED ONE WEEK LATER 
FOR SUB-CAMP K-2: TUYEN QUANG PRISON. ARRIVING THERE 24 HOUSE PRIOR 
TO THE MOVE OF ALL COMMANDOS FROM TUYEN QUANG PRISON TO CENTRAL 
PRISON NR 5, 

3. Kim PERSONNEL AT QUYET TIEN IN 1978 INCLUDED THE 
FOLLOWING: 

A 'TOL NGUYEN VAN THO, ADVISOR, SUPREME COURT. 

B COL TRINH TIEU. PROVINCE CHIEF, BANMETHUOT, 
CONCURRENTLY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF. MILITARY REGION II . 

C LTC NGUYEN TIEP. RVNAF AIR FORCE OFFICER. 
CONCURRENTLt a NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVE FROM SAIGON. 
(SOURCE COMMENT: ACCORDING TO A FORMER RVNAF CHAPLAIN. LTC TIEP WAS 
SHOT AND KILLED AT THANH CAM PRISON PRIOR TO 1982 DURING AN ABORTIVE 
ESCAPE AHEMPT.) 

D MAJ QUAN, RVNAF MARINE CORPS OFFICER. A BAHALION 
COMMANDER Or iriE MARINE BAH AL ION PROVIDING SECURITY Tl^E 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND A NOTED BOXER. ^ 

E. JU0N6 VAN LOI. DEPUTY MINISTER. HINISTRT^ PUBLIC 

26 

ACTION DC-2(2) (0.6,8.r, 
INFO CMB QC(l) SECDEF:C) SEC0EF(9) USDPdl) NMICC) 
VO(l) 0IA(2) 
+SAFE 
SECTIONALd) 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 26 
MCN»852 14/04639 T 



ADMINISTRATION. (SOURCE COMMENT: ^ WAS AN ETHNIC NORTHERNER. 
APPROXIMATELY 1.66 METERS IN HEIGHT, WHO FLED TO SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WITH OTHER NORTHERS IN 1954. HE SPOKE WITH A DECIDED NORTHERN 
ACCENT HE WAS VOCALLY ANTI-COMMUNIST. HE REPORTED HAVING EVADED 
REPORTING FOR REEDUCATION UNTIL 1976 AT WHICH TIME HE WAS ARRESTED. 
HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO NVN BY BOAT TOGETHER WITH A CLOSE PERSONAL 
ACQUAINTANCP THE FORMER DEPUTY WARDEN OF THE CON DAO PRISON.) 

F NAME UNKNOWN. RVNAAF 2ND LT. ASSIGNED IN 1975 PRIOR TO 
THE GVN COLLAPSE WITH THE MINISTRY FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION. 

G. (LNU) AN, RVNAF NAVAL LIEUTENANT. 
(DC-2 COMMENT: AN INDIVIDUAL IDEfaiFYING HIMSELF AS rymat- 
WAS A PASSENGER ON-BOARD THE UH-IH HELICOPTER WHICH FLED TO THE PRC 
FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM ON 30 SEP 81 AND INTERVIEWED AT BEIJING. CH. 
IN MARCH 1982. HE ASSERTED HE WAS A CONTRAaOR IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
ARRESTED IN 1975. SOURCE WAS ASKED TO VIEW A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING 
MEMBERS OF THE CREW AMD PASSENGERS ON THE UH-IH WHICH FUD TO THE 
PRC AS REPORTED IN REF MSGS. SOURCE INITIALLY NOTED HE DID KNOW THE 
INDTViniwi TM THF PICTURE WHO REPRESENTED HIMSELF TO US INTERVIEWERS 
Af /i/kuL BUT WAS UNABLE TO STATE WHERE AND WHEN HE HAIX MET 
THE INOIVIDHAl . HF WAS THEN ASKED IF ANY ONE IN THE PIOTRE 
RESEMBLED i^AUlL . SOURCE THEN RESPONDED TH^T THF TlinTVTDllAL 
IN THE FOKtGKUUND Of THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED TO BE /V/m^ . BUT 
WITH SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT LOSS FROH WHEN HE WAS WITH SOURCE AT QUYET 
TIEN PRISON IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE FOREGROUND 
OF THE PHOTOGRAPH IS THE PER.W .WJin TnfMTTFlED HIMSELF TO U.S. 
INTEDWTFUFPS AT BEIJING AS /V tr^lfi:^ 

4 WHEN SOURCE ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN PRISM IN MID-78 HE 

FOUND THE PRISON HAD BEEN TAKEN OVER BY THE PEOPLE'S ARMY (PAVN) AND 
HAD BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO WHAT CAMP GUARDS CALLED A REAR SERVICE 
FOOD PRODUCTION BASE. THE GUARDS SAID THE PAVN UNIT WAS A DIVISION 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE -FRONT" WHICH THEY REFERRED TO AS BOTH THE -DONG 
VAN FROfJT- AND THE "QUANG BA FRONT". ALL PRISON INMATES HAD BEEN 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE PRISON BY THIS POINT. THE ONLY INMATES THERE 
WERE THOSE SENT THERE TEMPORARILY IN 1978 TO CONSTRUCT A BREAD OVEN 
AND GROW VEGETABLES TO SUPPORT FOOD REQUIREMENTS OF PAVN TROOPS IN 
THE AREA. WHILE THERE SOURCE SAW A WIDE VARIETY OF HEAVY WEAPONS 
TRANSITING THE AREA TO INCLUDE 122MM FIELD GUNS, T-52 TANKS. M113 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS. AND 175MM SELF PROPELLED GUNS. TROOPS 
AT QUYET TIEN SAID THEY WERE PREPARING FOR A CROSS-BORDER ATTACK BY 
PRC FORCES. tDC-2 COMMENT: TWO OTHER OPS 34A COMMANDOS. /O^^fe 

ANE A/A^i^ HELD AT TUYEN QUANG IN 1977-78 WEKt AWAKt OF 
mt tHANbtsTnf^frUNLTION OF THE FORMER QUYET TIEN PRISON BASED ON 
roMMFNTS MADE BY RETURNING COMMANDOS. ONE OF THE COMMANDOS fJficKift 

HAD HEARD OF f\j/tMJt^ . BEING AT QUYET TIEN FROM ncurtNiNb 
COHHANOOS BUT WAS NOT AWAKt ur HIS GVN POSITION. BOTH HAD HEARD Of 
Th^ MARINt CORPS BATTALION BOXER. BOTH WERE AWARE QUYET TIEN PRISON 
WAS NO LONGER A PRISON AFTER 1977 AND THE CC»-.MANDOS WERE THE LAST 
INMATES TO LEAVE THERE IN APPROXIMATELY SEP 78. 
5. DC-2 COMMENT: 

« NK1Ji(L^ «AS INTERVIEWED IN BEIJING BY JCRC AS 
REPORTED IN Ktr a //^^J^ CLAIMED HE WAS TOLD BY COMMANDOS 
WITH HIM AT QUYET TIEN IN THAT COMMANDOS WERE HELD WITH BT 
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gQUjjS£ lYUW RU£OCS60»8 2141320 

R OltSOU AUG a 

f« OlA WASHINGTON bUm-VI 

TO COR JCRC BARSfRS PI HI . 
INFO JCRC UAISOS BAMGKOi; TH CIA KASHUIGTON OC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON OC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EHR// 

SECOEf WASH««5T0M 0C//OASO-ISA/PW-HIA// 

FiHAL SECTION Of 02 s/jl ^ 

iPPSOJIMATELY 25 U 3 FVS Hi 1976 OUTSIDE HANOI. NfmlC" HEARSAY 
DEOT !S Of HE ACK T APPEARS TO CORRELATE TO THE THAKH TRI 
SmNG LIET) PRIMN OUTSIDE HANOI WHERE U.S. PWS WERE CONrlRHEO HELD 
fRM TH LATE 900S UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 1972. THE OWHANOCB ffi. 
TlOENTIF ES AS HftVING BEEN WITH HIM AT QUYET TIEN (COHG THANH 
^ TUNG WERE «0T ALL EITHER AT QUYH TIEH OR AT THANH TBI 

ACCORoSd 0 H R COHMANOOS REFERENCED ABOWE. OHAILED PRISON 

SSoGY Of THESE INOIVIOUAIS WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY. 

B. /1//W</*''BACIIGR0UN0. AS "EWRTf n w JHr .iror 
tMTfRVIFWfS amm FRCH THAT PROVIDED BY A'lW.ff' ■ 
f^Sr /Wi^r^o HIH ABOUT HIMSELF WHILE AT QUYET PRISM 
/J FUftTHtRASSERTED K HAD NO REASON TO DISBELIEVE // SINCE 
Al POSITION N THE FORMER GVN APPEARED KNOWN TO OTHER RVNAF 
orr«.t« OHA H CTOGETHER WITH THEM AT QUYET TIEN WISON. IF MR. 
1/ IS A FORMER GNV SEKIOK ADMINISTRATOR. IT IS UNUSUALTHAT HE 
i^iLO NOT HAVE HAOt THIS FACT MOWN TO U.S. OFFICIALS WHO 
1[1??WVIEWE0 HIH IN BEIJING. PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF HIS REQUEST FOR 
POLITICAL ASSYLUH IN THE UNITED STATES. / 

C OC-2 TENTATIVELY CONCLUDES THAT APPEARS TO HAVE 

VMl HEARSAY INFORMATION CMCERNIN6 THE DETENTION OF U.S. PWS AT 
Sh RI Rim NONE OF HIS SOURCES QUOTED WERE AT THANH TRI 
PRISON IN 1376 AND DC-2 VIEWS THIS ASPECT OF HIS CLAIM AS 

6 FOR JCRC LIAISON: RECOMMEND INTERVIEWING /> 

SUBJECT Of REF B » jmiP. STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTOR'" riTDl 
OFFICfR nPOR: ^ «. 0UAN6 TRI. ID NR: , 

t^A-TA INDONESIA, f Al i HAS 

PROVIDED UlRtMUY ufuiUU SUItttti ^f THANH tAM PRISON TO 

CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN HELD FROM 1978-81. RECOMMEND USE 

op'^Ht mjiuGRAPH or -Hur at «,.u«r. in 1982 to C^"- « 

S TsSTSiLf r?«J^?Y'm!H Of the BACKGRoSSSTsOCIATED WITH 
V APPEARS TO BE THE MORE ACCURATE. THIS SHOULD ASSIST IH NOT 
,Cu XUtNTIfYING // P"T MAY .Wn ADDITIONAL LIGHT ON THE 
MOTIVES AND ACTIvnV. Ji if mm 

fORHER SSV SECURITY SERVICES Off ICtK W«U Htu WITH /V ON THE 
UH-IH AND HAS NOV SL'RfSCEO IN MACAO. AGAIN CLAIMING 10 HAVE 
INfORMATION Of inrEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. . 
7. POCS IN OIA/DC-2 ARE SEDGWICK TOURISON AND AN 
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26 Octobet- l'i32 
SUBJ: T,'..t1..or of Transmittal, Sketch I^ark-ups from Refuyee 

TO: D^finse Tntell Igonce Acjcncy 
Attn: DI--E2 
V.V::;in:.yton DC 20301 

1 P1C-.-3C rcfor to DIA/DI-E2 :nessage, DTG 100043Z AUG 82; our r.ply 
LlSDAO E;.N'(iKOK :ncssage, DTG 26C620Z OCT 32. 

2 M-1-r-.-hcd arc two sketches of Qayet Tien Ca^.o, as marked ''y;^':'^:;^'^'' 
rer,;<j.-r' ourincj an interview at !?ong Kong on 10 Occuoex 82. 
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UN-SECRETARY GENERAL PEREZ DE CU ELLAR ARRIVES 

OW281648 Hanoi VNA in English 1622 GMT 28 "Jan "85 ••- . 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 28 — United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and Mrs. de Cuellar arrived here this afternoon on a visit to Vietnam at Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach's invitation. The U.N. secretary-general s party included 
Rafeeuddin Ahmed, under secretary general and special representative of the secretary- 
general for humanitarian affairs in Southeast Asia; S.A.M. Kibria, executive director 
of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) ; Tatsuro Kunugi. 
special representative of the secretary general for coordination of Kampuchean 
Humanitarian Assistance Prograimnes; Carl Englund, resident coordinator of International . 
Organizations in Vietnam; and Francois Giuliani, spokesman for the secretary general, 

Javier Perez de Cuellar and his party were welcomed by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach and Mrs. Nguyen Co Thach, assistant to the foreign minister Phan Doan Nam, and 
other officials. .^i. /' 

[Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese at 1430 GMt' on 28 January 1985. in its version of 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach meeting UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
renders this paragraph to include the following names: "On hand to welcome UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar and his wife were Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
and his wife- Phan Doan Nam, assistant to the foreign minister; (Dang Nghiem Hoanh), 
director of the General External Relations Depatment of the Foreign Ministry; Tran 
Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department; and (Pham Lac), acting 
director of the General Issues Department".] 

Representatives of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR), the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) , the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) , the World 
Food Programme and the U.N. Fund for Population Activity (UNFPA) , were also present on 
the occasion. 

Meets Nguen Co Thach 
BK281508 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 GOT 28 Jan 85 

fTextl Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach held talks with UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar at the government guest house on the evening of 28 January. Attending 
the talks on the Vietnamese side were Phan Doan Nam. assistant to the foreign minister, 
(Dang Nghiem Hoanh), director of the General External Relations Department of the 
Foreign Ministry; Tran Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department; 
and (Pham Lac), acting director of the General Issues Department. 

On the UN side were Refeeuddin Ahmed, deputy secretary general and special representa- 
tive of the UN Secretary general for humanitarian issues in Southeast Asia; Kibria, 
executive director of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; 
Tatsuro Kunugi, special representative of the UN secretary general for the Coordina- 
tion of Humanitarian Aid Programs for Cambodia; Carl Englund, coorinator of Interna- 
tional Organizations in Vietnam; and Francois Guiliani, spokesman of the UN secre- 
tary general. The talks took place in an atmosphere of . mutual understanding. 

TO HUU VISITS HOANG LIEN SON. HA TUYEN. VINH PHU ' '-^1 1 

OW251401 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 23 Jan 85^^ 

-fText] On the occasion of the At Suu Spring FestivgT, Comrade jTo^ Huu.^mem ber^^^ 
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Vinh Phu Provinces. Vlllaee B, to the Cam 

^^^^ ^F~S^^^B^^ 

social '"^^^^ ii:\::;di:f /icw^irfi'"' 

Uers""'ovl^oe! :n/i.s 1.7 million ;-^:"|„:L " a^d l-Ltry c.»P«he„.lvely; 
'esLrc^s. must strlva to ^'^nf t;:;gly "evelip tha planting "^^^-'J 

?rire-rr-rrsja^^^^^^^^ 

for local consumption and to rapxaxy 

tor locaj. K . , PeoDle's Committee to guide all 

r-itt^r^rtfa^ 

-tKTan rroi^rtirariirt^^l^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

cadres of various ;,tions 
production and business installations. 

„ . -ass. t.a ..^..at^^^^^^ —^.r^ r.^^A^r^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
— f.sr.rnS r .::Lri-d.s ..a. . ^ _ 

in Ha Tuyen Province, Comrades ^S^^^ l^J.^^A/jfe^^he Nghieu. chairman of the Provin- 
secretary of the provincial party ^^""^f^^ing cadres and large number of military 
^^^^^ toLlTao-pU «aU -ado .o H„o. ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ 

Co-rada To Huu callad on and t^^'':„^';s7«iUaS ^alga"'" achlavad ^ny ^lli 

Sytafa'on ^ IS^f rtt'^rr vlUtad La ^"-^Srcttr'^""-^ 
ro^Ladtlf Ha Tuyen Ptovl»=a, VI /ront I. and leading 

^trorSolra^f-: ttS;.r.i«na nationalities in .o.dat ateas- 

*£tet tha Ptovlnce-a f^';^llZ\ir"sVlZr,'i"-TcZr^^'^ ITZ'l^^^ pr!i'£ 
and on tha "''"tatlon and tasks for 19 ^^^^^^^ 

the It, Tuyan Province i„ „rgaolzlng local,£orces, scoring out 

closely coordinating f^^J^^ Ha Clang Front! achteilng ,el£-su££iciency In grain, 
stondlnB military exploit" on ^ » - including soybean, peanut, sugarcane, 

developing the cultivation of In""^"^'*-..^ L/r"-'"'- medicinal herbs and fruit trees 



^^Hited views on forestry and stressed the need for the province to 
exploit the areas which are growing bodhi and bamboo trees used 
v4i the production of paper and filaments and to strongly develop the 
..tXc animals and the herds of buffaloes and cattle, 

vtnce. Comrade To Huu called on the cadres and local people of Dpan * 
J iiid held a working session with the Standing Committee of the provincial 
I .'O. Comrade Nguyen Van Ton, secretary of the provincial party committee, 
.HI the progress achieved in agricultural and industrial production in the 
..ul on the guidelines for economic and cultural development in the province 
vears. 

tik. with the cadres of various sectors in the province and with the directors 
.al major enterprises. Comrade To Huu warmly commended the province's great 
joients in* the past years and expressed the hope that the province would strive 
_ -urease paddy output, develop the cultivation of subsidiary crops, reach the 
^;jc of 350-400 kg of grain per capita, expand the tea-, lacquer-, and tung-growing 
-x'.vs; strongly develop the planting of evcalyptus and bamboo trees used 
> raw material for the Bai I>img paper mill; and develop the breeding of 
J.'.uestic animals and birds. He particularly urged Vinh Phu Province and the central 
. .icerprises to achieve more effective economic and trade integration, with the 
iLm of fully using the capacity of factories to produce more goods of greater value, 
tie stressed the need for the ministries concerned to coordinate with the province in 
reorganizing production, achieving economic integration among industrial enterprises 
and between agriculture and industry as well as between Vinh Phu Province and other 
Localities; and developing the rich potentials of the province, especially the Bai 
Bang paper mill, the. Lam Thao phosphate fertilizer plant, the Dao Tu concrete 
plant, the Viet Tri chemicals factory, the Song Lo tea plant, and so forth. Comrade 
To Huu also urged the Vinh Phu Province's party organization and local people to 
further boost the movement to assist the compatriots and combatants in the border 
provinces, especially Ha Tuyen and Hoang Lien Son- 

In the enthusiastic atmosphere of an early spring day, the comrade commander of 
Military Region II and the heads ot Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, and Vinh Phu Provinces 
pledged the party Central Committee and the Council of Ministers to properly protect 
the border areas and implement the resolutions of the sixth and seventh party 
Central Committee plenums and the 1985 plan in order to give an impetus to the - 
Lmplementation of the 1986-90 5-Ycar Plan, build steady and strong districts, and 
develop the spirit of enterprises' initiative. 

TRUONG CHINH VISITS QUANC TRUNG MUSIIUM 

OW250915 Hanoi VNA in English 0751 cm 25 Jan 85 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 2A — During his recent rrip to Nghia Binh Province,, south of 
Danang,' President of the State Council Truong Chinh visited the Quang Trung museum 
dedicated to Nguyen Hue and other places in the national hero's home district of Tay 
i>on. In the 18th century, Nguyen Hue led a peasant uprising which defeated both the 
Nguyen feudal lords in the south and the Trinh lords in the north. He reunified 
the country, became King Quang Trung and defeated invasions by Chinese and Siamese 
(Thai) armies. His most brilliant victory was won in the spring of 1789 at Dong Da, 
a few miles from downtown Hanoi, where he destroyed a 290,000-strong aggressor army of 
f:he Chinese Qing dynasty. During his visit to the museum Truong Chinh wrote a poem of 
which we publish the translation on the occasion of the 196th anniversary of the Dong 
i)a victory which is traditionally observed on the 5th day of the lunar year. 
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SUB J: Re-ed Camp Sketches 




Ref: RPT .84-139 
22 January 1985 



Name : ^ ^ 
DOB: :Sep 1932 

POB: 

Former position: Cpl, Special Forces 
Present location: ::^k2^ 
Identification data: ^-SjD 
DOI: 1963-1980 

Date of intervi^e?^: 14 December 1984 
Name of interviSwer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 



, Ha Tinh (P) 
Service Nximber S>2> 



Source : 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f . 

g- 

h. 
i. 

Source a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Comirando Team "Queen" 
provided information concerning the prison/re-education camp system. 

Information: 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October 3:963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at 2^^^^. '^^^^j^/^^^^^ 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was hela 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

Durinc Source's 17 years of re-education he did not observe any fo^^j-^^^J-^ 
or foreign delegations who cair.e to visit any camps where Source was held, 
source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam Source was 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held mside for 
four months and did not see the outside of the prison. 



Inclosures (3) 

1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 

2. Sketch of Lao Cai 

3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 
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26 October 1982 

FROM: JCRC-LIIB 

SUBJ: Letter of Transmittal, Sketch Mark-ups from Refugee <^C^ 

TO: Defense Intelligence Agency 
Attn: DI-E2 
Washington DC 20301 

1. Please refer to DIVDI-E2 message, DTG 100043Z AUG 82; and our reply 
USDAO BANGKOK message, DTG 260620Z OCT 82. 

2. Attached are two sketches of Quyet Tien Camp, as marked ^^^ij^^^^f ^ 
refuqee &<Z^ during an interview at Hong Kong on 10 October 82. 
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